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ARTICLE I. 

Journal of the Siege of Bhurtpoor, 


Januart^ 2nd, 1806. 

THE Array encamped about two miles from the south- 
west side of the town of Bhurtpoor, and consisted of: — 

IJis Majesty s Dragoons -8th, 27th, and 29tll Regi- 
ments, each of four weak squadrons, altogether not 
above 800 effective men. 

IL b's Native Cavalry — 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4tli, and 6th 
Regiments, each of three squadrons, but altogether not 
above 1,600 effective men* « 

European Infhntrjf — ^The two flank companies of His 
Majesty’s 22nd Regiment, H. !m,’s 75th and 76th Regi- 
ments of Foot, and the H. C.’ef European Regiment, 
. in all about 1,000 eflective men. 

H. C.’s Native Infantry — Ist Battalion 2nd Regiment, 
Ist Battalion 8th Regiment, Ist aifd*2nd Battalions 
12ih Regiment, Ist and 2nd Battalions 15tb Regiment, 
lix companies of 2nd Battalion 21st Regiment, and 2nd 
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2 Siye nf BhwttpwiT. 

Battalion 22nd Regiment: in all about 4^00 eifective 
men. ^ ^ 

Mnginwr ‘Department — ^Three Officers of Engineers 
and three companies of Pioneers. 

Artillerj/ — Personal Equipment — one troop of Horse 
Artillery, with 1 Captain and 2 Subalterns. 

Foot Arlillerif — One Lieutenant Colonel, 4 Captains, 
7 Subalterns, and 1 34 Non-commissioned officers, rank 
and file ; also 492 Native Gun l^ascars and 137 Irregular 
Native Golundauze, with 174 Gun Lascars who had come 
over from the enemy during the previous campaigns. 

N. B. This number included details for 45 of the fol- 
lowing field pieces : — 
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FIELD ORDNANCE. 
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and served by them, 
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Guns In line with the Horae Artillery, 
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Battalion Guns in line with the Infan- 





try, and served by the Foot Artillery, 
Field Artillery in Park or Battery, and 
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served by the Foot ArtIUery, 

e 

a 

7 

8 

Total Field Pieces 

8 

8 

7 

48 


Oniid total of Field Ordnance— 65 I’ieces. 

Si^e Equipment — ^Six English IS-pounders, eftst at 
Canon, four 8-inch and four fij-inch brass Mortars. 

Grand total of ^Siege Ordnance, six«^ Battering Guns 
and eight Mortars. ^ 

The town of Bhur^oor Ues in North latitude 27* 13^' 
East longitude 77* 28'^, in the province of Agra, 28 miles 
W. N. W. from that edebrated city which, since the 
reign of Asbaiv has given the province its name. It 
was, as before staled, the capital and &mily residence of 
Rajah Runjeet' Sing, and is of an iiregular figure about 
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8 mile\ in circumference, every where enclosed by 
an earthfn ramp^t of considerable height, disposed in 
short curtains, interspersed witlf solid circular tbwers 
or bastions, each connected ^to the curtain by a neck 
or passage formed by a continuation of the rampart. 
The town is protected on the side next the citadel by 
an embanked jeel, or large shallow piece of water, which 
supplies the ditch of the citadel at all times, and that of 
the town when required. 

At the time the Army encamped before BUurtpoor, 
no attention seemed to have been given' towards re- 
pairing the injuries which time had gradually effected 
in its fortifications; much of the earth of the rampart 
had been washed down by the periodical rains of a long 
^series of years, and the original glacis and ditch, in 
many parts, were merely marked by a gradual rise and 
depression of the soil. The bastions of the town, each 
contained 1, 2, or 3 cannons, supposed to be of native 
manufacture. The citadel of a square figure, was situ- 
ated at the extremity of the town, one side overlooking 
the country, while the remaining three were encircled 
by the town wall. 

The^people, who on the 24th December had escaped 
firom'Deig, and the whole military force of tlie Bhurtpoor 
Chief, formed a numerous and efficient gariison, while 
the remains of Holkar’s battalions dispersed on the 13tb 
of November at the battle of Beig, as well as of tliose, 
defeated on the 25th of Decemlipr at the reduction of 
that fortress, were collected outside. Eighty thousand 
men are stated to have been assembled on this occasion 
against the British Arm^ ; and althougb^ there may have 
been exaggeration in ’this statement yet the number 
was certainly very great; while the town and citadel 
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•- r 

had been amply supplied with provisionSi and ^ulitary 
stores. • , 

(i f 

Agaiufit this place Ceneral Lake encamped with eight 
Regiments of Cavalry, and eleven Battalions of Infantry ; 
several corps of which had suffered in the campaign of 
1803— at the storm of Ally Ghur— the battle of Delhi— 
the attack of Agra — and the battle of Luswarrec: others 
in 1804, had lost their main strength in the disastrous 
retreat of Colonel Monson, and in the battle and assault 
of Deig. If therefore the numbers of the British Aimy 
are taken at 2,400 Cavalry, and .0,400 Infantry, vve ex- 
ceed rather than iinder-estimato its effective strength. 

With a force of only 2,400 Cavalry, it was utterly 
impracticable to invest a pUce, the works of which ex- 
tended 8 miles in circumference, surrounded by trees, 
and enveloped ill jungle. A regular investment, there- 
fore, seems neither to have been intended or attempted ; 
on the contrary, in all the subsequent operations of the 
siesre, the town, in consequence of the inadequacy of 
the besieging force, was left ip unrestrained communi- 
cation with the country. The Rajah commanding re- 
sources of all kinds from the neighbouring territories, 
while the Infanlry and Horse of lluikar andJVmcer 
Khan, prevented the British troops from obtaining fo- 
rage, except under the protection of strong escorts, and 
obstructed their oommunication with A^ra, Muttra, and 
Deig, (their nearest mili^^ y depots), obliging them to 
detach much of their Infantry, ^and sometimes the whole 
of their Cavalry, for the protection of convoys to and 
from those places. 

According to the established principles of attack, the 
besieging force ought to be at lufst five times the strength 
of the besieged, garrison. Butin this instance, 5,40U 
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• ^ 

Infanti^y had to carry on the duties of the trenches 

against a garrisolk whichj in point of numbers^ vras at 
least ten V not twenty times superior to themselve^. 

The extreme and disproportionate inferiority of the 
British, in Cavalry and Infantry, rendered an extraordi- 
nary force of Artillery highly necessary. But only six 
iron battering guns, and eight brass mortars of no con- 
siderable calibre, constituted their siege equipment, of 
which there was no further supply nearer than Allaha- 
bad, a depot 300 miles distant, while even that was 
limited to fifteen or sixteen 18-pounders; und the reader 
will remark, that the withdrawing of the personal equip- 
ment from the field guns, was resorted to as the only 
means which the Arfillery^posscssed of manning the 
batteries, erected during the siege. • 

While every branch of the Army was thus glaringly 
deficient in force, none was more so than the Engineer 
department. It couKisted only of three Officers, to 
whom three companies of pioneers under as many 
Officers were attached. 


Janutm/ 2nd. 

OrdArs of the day. — All Quarter Masters* establish- 
ments, under Quarter Master Serjeants, to be sent to 
the Commanding Engineer at 8 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. « 

ObsfXvatioHs^ 

Men totally ignorant of Engiiteer duties were here 
sent to be schooled in them, and the Engineers at the 
commencement of the siege, instead of having the as-^ 


* Tbe Oliserf atioDB thronglioiit tbe Journal are by the Compiler. 


jSbjsfe Bhuripoer* 

•ittance of an esperti experienced, and efficient esta-* 
bliahment of pioneera and sappers, had to undergo the 
tiresome task of endeavouring to tiach the Ignorant, 
duties which they had no inducement or interest to team. 


J/ighi between the 2nd and 3rd January^ 

A detachment of Infantry with two field pieces took 
possession of a deserted village in front of the centre 
of tlie Camp, about 1} mile distant from the town. 


January 3rd. 

The Officer at the head of the Engineer department, 
and the Officer commanding Artillery, in going down 
to the village, of which pos&ssion was last night taken, 
with a view to reconnoitre, were overtaken by General 
Lake, who asked the Commanding Engineer, "Will the 
battery be ready to-night?’* 

This Officer, knowing that no reconnoisance had been 
effected — no plan of attack arranged — no position for 
batteries fixed upon — no fascines or gabions prepared 
— nor any materials for making batteries, either cut or 
brought into camp, asked Itis Excellency, " How it was 
posrible?” The General replied, "Then it &allbe 
ready to-morrow night, and you must work harder, and 
get more men.” « 

After this conversation the Officers Before mentioned, 
proceeded to reconnoitre fronuthe village above alluded 
to. • 

In front of the village the enemy in force occupied 
some level ground, covered with trees and jungle, which 
extending up te \ihe town, obstrocted all view of it; a 
small grove to the left, surrounded by a low mud wall. 
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seemed a desirable point to make obserraiions from ; 
but it Vas filled with the enemy, who ventured out to 
skirmis||, and fii^ their matchlocks. It was determined 
to take possession of this post. • , 

Orders of the day. — All Quarter Masters’ establish- 
ments, under Quarter Master Seijeants, to be sent to the 
Commanding Engineer to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock. 
No Officer, with the exception of those on duty, Gene- 
ral Staff, Artillery, Engineer, and Pioneer Officers, are 
to be permitted to go beyond the line of piquets. 

Obaercationfi. 

Without obtaining the professional opinion of the 
Commanding Engineer, either as to the means or mode 
of attack, and without giving the Officers of that de- 
partment time to examine the place, in order to form 
any preconcerted plan, a desire is expressed by the Ge- 
neral to have a battery immediately erected. 

The characteristic ardour of the General would seem 
on this occasion to have spumed at the maxim of Van- 
ban, who declares that, "Precipitation serves not to 
accelerate the fall of a place, although it often retards 
its capture, and is always certain to render the contest 
more bloody,” and advises "that no deviation be made 
from the established principles of attack under a pretext 
that a place is not strong enough to deserve a strict ad- 
herence to them, lest a weak place be induced to defend 
itself like a strong one.” 

The attempt to reconnoitre, made tliis day by the heads 
of the Artillery and Engineer departments, was frustrat- 
ed, by the enemy not only being in possession of the 
grove, which was deemed the "desirable place to make 
observations from,” but venturing out in front to 
skirmish. 
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The Olliers of the day again command the darter 
’ Masters* establishments to assist the CqmmandUjg En- 
gineer^ and forbid idlers to pass the lii^its of tfa/ Camp, 
lest they should annoyrthe Officers on duty, or be cap- 
ture by the enemy, who, in a manner iflvested the 
British Camp, being, in a great degree, in possession of 
every inch of ground not within its piquets. 

Night hetwen the ^rd and Ath of Jaimartf. 

A detachment of European and Native Infantry, with 
two 6-pounder field pieces, took possession without op- 
position of the small grove mentioned in yesterday’s 
Journal, and entrenched tliemselves there during the 
night: their trenches were about 1,100 yards from the 
town. 


January Ath, 

Preparations making in Camp for erecting a gun bat- 
tery. All Gun Lascars off duty ordered to be sent to 
the park till further orders. 

Ohsewatiom, 

Operations might have been expedited by a previous 
accumulation of materials; this preliminary object how- 
ever was, from the paucity of force, unattainable, until 
the whole Army took up its position before the place; 
and then, instead of strorif; working parties from every 
branch of the Army, and every hand in Camp being 
energetically employed, only the Pioneers, the Gun 
Lascars of Artillery, and the Regimental Quarter Mas- 
ters’ establishments^ seem to have been engaged in 
cutting and bringing in materials, or in forming gabi- 
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ons and fascines from them when brought to the Engi- 
neer de]^6t. The Infantry and Cavalry might, perhaps 
with benl^t to thl^ service, have taken a share in this 
part of the operations of the siege.* w 


Hsig/U between the 4(k and 5th of January^ 
Preparations in Camp continued. 


January 5ih. 

On reconnoitiing from a field in front of the trenches 
of the grove, a large round bastion. No. Ij^ with a cur- 
tain on each side of it, was all that could be discovered 
of the place. Every other part of the fortifications of 
the town was hid from view by a thick wood of high 
* trees; no part of the works could be seen, except here 
and there, at distant intervals, the top of a high tower 
bastion. 

The space between our trenches in the grove and the 
town, that is, the aiea formed by a line drawn from each 
of the outward extremities of the trenches up to those 
two curtains of the place which were discernible, was 
clear, being free from trees, except a small clump to the 
right t>f bastion, No. 1. (See Plates 17 and IS.) 

‘'As the battery for breaching,” says the Command- 
ant of Artillery in his Journal, w as ordered to be begun 
upon immediately, and no time for Veconnoitering was 
allowed; as we could not penetrate* into tlie wood in 
» 

* ** TroiB oil qaatre jours avaut I’ouTerturo dc la Trauch^e,*’ says 
Vauban, "ou commande des fascines et des pirquets a taut par Bai- 
Iwn et taut par Eaeadron, ce que va S ou 3000 pour les premiers, et 12 
oil 1600 pour les demie^” £f ery soldiei* aught to Jmovr how to 
make a fascino.— Conyiifer. 
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front, Q( to the right and left of the groee, thia being 
occupied by the enemy’s Horse and Foot; a spot was 
fixed upon for a battery, at a distanc^f about^SOO yards 
in front of the entrenchment in the grore; but as this 
battery would be exposed to enfilade, unless the ground 
to'the right and left was taken possession of by our 
troops, it was proposed to occupy a sand hillock, or 
dry pond, situated considerably to the rear and right of 
the site of the proposed battery, on the edge of the 
wood occupied by the enemy, while the mud walls of 
some deserted huts on the left were to form another post 
in rear of the battery.” 

A foraging party, consisting of a Battalion of Native 
Infantry, a Regiment of European Dragoons, a Regi- 
ment of Native Cavalry, andmx guns of Horse Artillery, 
was this day ordered out to collect three days forage for 
the Army.* 

For duty in the trenches : 80 European Dragoons, as 
a working party, 200 European Infantry, and 12 com- 
panies of Native Infantry. 

The Brigadiers of Cavalry were this day ordered to 
take tlie duty of General Officers for the day in camp, 
and the Brigadiers of Infantry to command in the 
trenches; the relief of the trendies was ordered always 
to parade at 5 o’clock in the evening. Brigadiers of the 
trenches coming on duty, to attend at 5 o’clock at head 
quarters for instructions. 


* The two Brigades of rivalry generally went alternately for 
forage, and the single troop of Horse Artillery was on these 
parties; there were only two Brigades of Cavalry in Camp, each of 
four Regiments, one having fourteen squadrons, the other thbteen. 
CmfUir. 
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% Oburvatumt. $ 

Reeomioisuice was this dqr for the first time pushed 
beyond f|ie grove l||nd trenches alluded to in the Journal 
of the 3rd instant; but nothing •satialactory seeiys to 
have been ascertained^ and the enemy outside the fort, 
shewed themselves unintiiniddted by the reconnoitring 
escort. 

Ignorant of the relative situation or profile of the 
works, — ^without any knowledge of the breadth or depth 
of the ditch, and only because the battery for breaching 
was ordered to be commenced upon immediately, and 

NO FURTHER TIME FOR RECONNOITRING WAS AL- 
LOWED, the Engineers fixed upon a point for a breach- 
ing battery, directly in front of the trenches in the grove 
occupied by our troops since the night between the 2nd 
and 3rd instant. • 

The enemy was in such force outside the fort, as to 
endanger the proposed battery; flank posts were there- 
fore taken up to defend it, not from temporary sallies of 
the garrison, but from the eneniy permanently entrench- 
ed outside the fort. The berieging force, in addition to 
the garrison within the walls, having thus to oppose an 
enemy outside. 


N/gAr beivretn the 5th and 6tk of January. 

The two posts on the flank of the battery were occu- 
pied this evening. They were situated about 400 yards 
from each other, and about 700 yards from the town. 
Two 6-pounder field pieces wbre placed on the right, or 
Sand-hill post, and a breachii^ battery for six 18-pound- 
ers was commenced upon. But the Officer entrusted 
by the Commanding Engineer w}th marking out this 
battery, instead of ‘establishing it on the line determined 
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upoD| vif. parallel with, and a little in froift of, a large 
brick well, having a high parapet of masonry rtfund its 
margin, which was to have been left^n the r^^ht flank 
of tl^ battery, fixed the piquets and commenced the 
battery, 120 yards in rear of the proposed spot, and 
brought it that distance farther from the^fort, in a line 
with the flank posts, and nearly in the centre of the in- 
terval between them, being about 700 yards from the 
curiam of the foit. 

Observatiofis. 

The mistake of the Engineer upon this occasion, is 
said to have arisen from a particular tree, which was to 
have served as his guide to the proper site, having been 
cut down during the night. We arc also informed that 
some lights which the enemy liad planted along the edge 
of their ditch, Jed the Officer in question to form an 
opinion, that the spot originally fixed upon was nearer 
the fort than he imagined the proper site to be. 

Having established two narrow trenches at 1,1 0(> yards 
from the fort, the next operation of attack, was the 
erection of a breaching battery,- at the distance of 700 
yards, quite unconnected with the first trenches. 


January Otk, ' 

About 7 P. M. the enemy, perceiving the unfinished 
battery, began firing (for the first time) from his guns 
in bastion No. 1, and also from the adjacent bastions, 
No. 2 and 3. 

Only one Officer and 27' Sepoys were this day left for 
the protection of the battery. 

Morning Orders. — All Quarter Masters’ establish- 
ments to be sent to the Commanding Engineer imme- 
diately. Relief for the trenches: 80 Dragoons, 203 
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• ^ 
Europ^n Infantry, and twelve cQmpanies of Native 

Infantrjk ' ^ 

From the great want of Pioneer Officers, two Officers 
of Infantry who volunteered their services, were this day 
ordered to do duty with the Pioneers. 

For duty in the batteries: two Officers of Artillery. 

Observations. • 

If the enemy had this day shewn proper enterprise, 
they might have captured, destroyed, or greatly injured 
the unfinished battery, protected as it was only by one 
Officer and 27 Sepoys, unconnected with tlie posts on 
its flanks, or with the trenches in its rear. 


Night hetKcen the dth and 1th if Jannary. 

The battery was finished and armed during the night. 

Observations. 

After being five days before Bhurtpoor, the Engineer 
operations of the attacking party comprise merely the 
erection of a single battery for six IS-pounders, and the 
establishment of two insolated flank posts, without any 
trenches of communication between each other and the 
battery, or from any of those three points with the 
trenches of the grove in the rear. All intercourse with 
the battery and with the advanced flank posts, was there- 
fore to be obtained, only by runniitg over the plain ex- 
posed to the fire of thg cnemy^ 

— — ■ ■ ■ - y M -. w i ■■■■ ■ I ■■■ 

January 1th. 

Opened the battery to effect a breach in the curtain to 
our left of bastion .No. 1. It was^intended to have 
breached the curtain to our right of tliis bastion, but in 
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finisbing ihe battety, tbe embnanrea were so ^ly di- 
rected, that it was impossible to ^ect thiy without 
puUiug the battery to. pieces, the whole work being en- 
tiiely of gabions, and the platforms not laid in the 
proper direction; rathef than remedy these errors, 
(which woidd hare occauoned delay) tfie fire was di* 
rected on the curtain to our left of bastion No. 1. 

The enemy were now discovered to have lodged 
themselves in that part of tbe wood which bordered on 
their ditch to the right and left of tbe line of fire from 
the battery. Here they were employed in throwing up 
works, and planted several guns in them. Their sentries 
occupied aline between our battery and the ditch, and 
they established a small post at the dry tank, between 
the sand hill *and the town, about 450 yards in front 

the battery. 

A smart fire was kept op from die towers and curtains 
during the day. Relief for tbe trenches: 80 European 
Dragoons, (a working party), 200 European Infantiy, 
and 12 companies of Native Infimtry. 

ObsereatioM. 

The direction of the embrazures and platforms of a 
battery to tbmr proper object, is one of the most essen- 
tial points to he attended to by an Enginrat ; but yet is 
one in which error is very ipt to be committed. In this, 
as in most other instances of the hind, there was no spee- 
dy or immediate remedy^ the fire was therefore directed 
upon that spot on which the embrazures admitted the 
gnnito bear, and their erroneous direction was allowed 
to detemdne tbe lihe of fire, and consequently to fix the 
point to be braacl^ 
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The ei^eniy are now found acting with esetiaordmary 
boldness ^ they p(|kted a line- of sentries between the 
British batteries and their own ditch* we having no 
advanced place of arms from whence a fire might be 
kept up to check their audacity. A trench is opened by 
them opposite the left post of attack, which enables 
them to enfilade the plain over which the storming party 
may have to march, while in front they occupy the* dry 
tank, as an advanced post for the same purpose, and are 
busy in improving the ditch in front of the breach. 

No attempt is made by the besiegers, to counteract 
these operations on the part of the enemy. 


Night between the 7ik and o/ January. 

Trenches of communication from the 'flank posts to 
the battery were this night commenced upon, and a 
battery for four S-inch, and four 5|-inch brass mortars 
was erected to the right of the breaching battery. 

Obeermtions. 

These trenches of communication, or places of arms, 
from the flank posts to the battery, ought to have been 
established before the battery was erected, or nt the 
sai&e time with it ; they being necessary to hold the 
troops requisite to defend any attack made upon it. 

A battery tq contain eight mortam is established, but 
no serious effect was to be piSMluced by a bombardment 
against so laige a pla&e, condbeted on a scale so very 
limited in regard to the number, and calibre of the 
pieces employed. 

In a more advanced position, an^ bearing directly on 
the breach, even the'limited numbw of mortars we pos* 
sessed might have eventually proved of some service, bj 
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maintaining a plunging fire to pjerent stocli^ing in 
the course of tlie night; if subij^quently /placed on 
thej)rolongation of t^e capitals of the bastions flanking 
the breach, they might, on the occasion of the assault, 
have commanded a fire upon the necks of those bastions, 
which, from their height and form, were completely 
covered and protected from the direct Are of the batter* 
ing ordnance. 


Jamiaiy 8/A. 

The mortar battery opened this morning both on ilie 
town and on the enemy’s posts outside the ditch. 

At daylight it was observed that the enemy during 
last night had stockaded the points attempted to be 
breached, and«the battery was employed lieating down 
this stockade, and re-opening the breach. 

In the afternoon the breach was reported practicable. 

Relief of the trenches; 200 Europeans, and 12 com- 
panies of Native Infantry. For duty on the gun battery : 
two OfiScers of Artillery, (one* killed while on this duty.) 
In the mortar battery : one Officer of Artillery. 

Observations, 

The fire of our few mortars, instead of being coneen- 
trated so as to produce efiect on any one object, was 
dispersed: some firing on the town, some^at the enemy’s 
outside posts.*’ • 

* Them being eight morUud in the iSiittery, and, according to Uio 
retain of Artillery, eight howitzers in the park, it apiMsars extraor- 
dinary that the utmost advantage was not taken of all of them to 
throw shells during the night on the breach and bastion.* commanding 
it. The fire of the Imwitzers in addition to that of the mortars 
might, we think, have elTectaally prevented the enemy (Vom stock- 
ading or repairing the. breach.— Compiler. 
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At i|ybreftk it was diflcorend that the enemy <<had 
fltockadil^'’ theblbach. This tnigbt have been expected. 
Although a part of the rampart 4n one of the cuifains 
of the town had been brought down> this had been 
done prematurely ; no advanced parallel or mortar batte- 
ry had been established, from whicii a fire of musketry 
or shells could be kept up to prevent, the encniy froui 
repairing the breach during the night. Workiny: almost 
undisturbed under protection of their ciutposts, they were 
in little danger of surprise; and in stockading the breach, 
executed a work of no great peril, with spirit and celerity. 

‘‘The bleach was reported practicable.'* Considerable 
damage had no doubt been effected, and a narrow pas- 
sage opened in the upper part of the raiiipait of one of 
■the curtains ; but was the road to this passage covered 
from the enemy’s fire? weie its defences injiited? was 
the way leading to it examined I were the obstacles 
likely to be met with in assaulting it, such as were 
to be overcome by the means employed, if the enemy 
should prove resolute ? 

The road across the plain to the ditch was entirely 
exposed to the fire of the enemy, as well from the town 
as from the outposts, which flanked all approach. No 
atteiftpt was made to cover this road from the enemy’s 
fire, nor did the ground afford any natural protection to 
tlie troops durii^ theii march to the af^saiilt. The ditch 
had not been examined — nothing certain was known 
concerning it, or, in fact, coiiceltning the breach itselff 
except that a portion of the works visible above the 
crest of the glacis was beaten down, and the opening 
made in the rampart seemed to the eyp, looking through 
a telescope at a distaneb, to be capable of admitting the 
frontof a sub-division. Thedefences remained uninjured. 


c 
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Night between the Bth atid 9th cf Januofy. 

It was intended to have stormed this nig^t ; but a 
rumour of water being in the ditch, determined General 
L^e to defer the assault till iiirther information could be 
obtained. Batteries kept up a frequent fire of grape 
during the night, to prevent the breach from being 
ag^in stockaded. The enemy returned it briskly both 
from the town and posts outside; their fire was directed 
on our batteries. 

Observations. 

The trutli or falsity of the fact above referred to, 
was not ascertained ; and the breach was finally as- 
saulted without any information being obtained on this 
important point. The delajb which took piace> therefore, 
only afforded the enemy advantage, by giving them 
longer time to strengthen the defences of the breach, 
and thereby to increase the difficulties and dangers of 
the assault. 


January 9th. 

The breach at daylight was, notwithstanding last 
night’s heavy fire of grape, again discovered to be stock- 
aded, and well built up with mud and other materials. 
Battery employed all day in clearing it; upwards of 800 
shot fired from (he battery this day. ^The enemy kept 
firing from the bastions rf the town, and from the citadel. 

It was now deterniihed to storm at dusk, in order to 
prevent the enemy having time to stockade the breach. 

The storming party consisted of the flank compa- 
nies of His Majesty’s 22nd, 75th and 76th Regiments 
of Foot, of the Honourable Coifapany’s European Regi- 
ment, and of the 8tli Native corps in camp: also two 
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Battalions of Nat^e Infantry, viz. 1st Battalion 8th 
giment, 2nd Battalion 12th Regiment, with four 
6-pounders; the whole under Lieutenant Colonel Mait- 
land, of His Majesty’s 75th Regiment. 

Two other attacking partiesVerc also ordered, one on 
the right, another on the left. Thst on the right con- 
sisted of two companies of Ills Majesty’s 75th Regi- 
ment, and the 1st Battalion 2nd Regiment Native Infan- 
try, with a small party of Artillery ; the whole under 
Major Hawkes ; — that on the left, of 150 of the European 
Regiment, and the 2nd Battalion 22nd Regiment Native 
Infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel Kyan. The design 
of these parties was to repel any attack made from the 
enemy’s trenches on the flau]^s of the assaulting or cen- 
tral column, and also to attack and seize .the guns on 
the enemy’s outworks, defended by their Infantry en* 
trenched outside, to the right and left of the breach. 

Orders of the day. — Relief of the trenches : same as 
yesterday. Two Officers of Artillery in the gun battery, 
and one in the mortar battery. 

Observations. 

The enemy had now obtained three days warning of 
the s|^ot to be assaulted, and had not employed that time 
idly. The breach itself had been twice built up and 
stockaded. Th^detencea on each sidd remained unde- 
stroyed by our shot, and the ueek and roiiiid bodies of 
the collateral bastions codimandeA the breach in such a 
manner, that any troops, attempting to mount it, would 
be exposed to a destructive fire, both in rear and flanks, 
while the bravest of the enemy’s forpe might be ex- 
pected to defend its firodt. 

c2 
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If discovered, the storming party to travel over 
7 or 800 yards of ground^ exposed fr/m head ^ foot to 
the ^re of the town, ^d when arrived at the ditch, to 
cross it iu ignorance of its depth, under the deliberate 
aim of tlie enemy — exposed when they reached the 
bleach to a fire in front, in rear, and on both flanks from 
musketry and cannon. Such ntust have been the ne- 
cessary consequences of their advance being discovered; 
and no doubt this prospect had no encouraging efiect. 
Bat to avoid these disadvantr^es, the darkness of night 
was chosen as favourable to a surprise.* 


fiight Ijetrreen the 9fk and lO^A of Jatiuan/* 

The storming party, and the other two attacking co- 
lumns, instead of moving to the assault at dusk as had * 
been intended, did not reach their destination till half 
past eight o’clock P. M., the enemy being, by this delay, 
allowed several hours iiiue to improve the difficulties of 
the breach. 

The parties employed had general instructions to halt, 
and communicate, on a line supposed to be drawn just 
in rear of the breaching battery, and when it was under- 
stood that all was ready, they were to proceed tc their 
respective destinations. ^ 


* Daylight is certainly the best time for stonning works, when the 
troops can advance ander cover to the Breach or Bscaladc; but when 
the enemy have an extensive fAnt of fire, and the trenches have not 
been pushed very forward, to^torm in daylight is seldom adviseable, 
as the troops would most frequently suffer so much in advancing, 
as to be disabled from any serious effort when arrived at the breach. 
The most preferable time for such open advance is at the. moment of 
daybreak. In the <^Sk the irciops are liable to imaginary terrors, 
and being conrcaled from the view of tiFleir Oflicers, the brave only 
do their duty. Jtnu/t Siegeti m Spain, pagea 306 and 307. 
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The storming partyi or centre columnj under Lieute- 
nant Colonel Maitland, was ordered to march directly 
to the\)reach, odcing witbnt four 6-poonders, which 
were in waiting on the left of the breaching batteay. 

The right attack was to march down to the enemy’s 
outside post, to our right and front, near the Aine gate of 
the town, their route being to the light of the Sand-hill 
post ; the left attack was to march down to the enemy’s* 
outside post on our left: both these attacks were accom- 
panied by two 6-pounders, and were intended to drive 
the enemy from their outside posts, and, pursuing the 
fugitives, to endeavour to enter the gates of the place, 
the right column to enter the Aine gate, the left the 
Komeer gate. 

The centre column of»the storming party left camp 
about dark, and directed its march towards the batteiy. 
The enemy, from some cause or other, happened just at 
this time to open a heavy fire on the battery, and the 
column on approaching the battery, found itself directly 
wilhiii .the hue of this fire. This caused the troops 
composing the column to oblique to their right, and on 
approaching the trenches, the head of the column, in- 
stead of being near the battery, had obliqued near to the 
Sand-hill post. 

Colonel jMaitland, perhaps not thinking it w'orth 
while to make a flank movement from the Sand-hill post, 
for the purpq^e of gaining the batU!ry, resolved to march 
across the plain, and gain •the breach by inclining to 
his left. An officer* was tfabrefore dispatched to the 
battery to order its fire to cease, as the column was 
about to cross that line, ami proceed to the breach. It 
ceased accordingly, and Colonel l^aitland, preceded by 
a Sergeant and 12»*men, placed himself at the bead of 
the parly and pushed onwards. 
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The irregularity of the ground, and some pools of wa- 
ter, among vrlncVi, in crossing the vA^n, the p^y now 
got entangled, occasioned: the column to open^out; in 
consequence of which many lost their way — some fol- 
lowing those for the left attack, others calling out, 
" Where is the breach ?” — and the column fell into con- 
fusion. At last Major Salkeld, Quarter Master General, 
came up, and pointed out the true direction. 

The troops composing tliis column, now moved in a 
tumultuous manner ; with their flanks exposed to a 
vy fire from the works of the town, across which they 
marched. They arrived opposite the breach in great 
disorder, and found a pool of water directly in iVont of 
it, communicating with, and forming part of the ditch. 
The enemy had here a tonguciof land or dam, I'J or io 
feet broad, tapering off to 3 feet at its narrowest end 
towanls the fort. This bank of earth bad served the 
purposes of a bridge; but in order to fill all parts of tlie 
ditch near to the breach with water, a space of 15 feet 
in length had been cut through or broken down at the 
narrowest part of tliis dam, die broken part being about 
4 feet below the level of the water, and forming the only 
passage across the ditch. The water in the ditch on 
each side of this broken dam w^as far beyond tbe depth 
of a man, and after crossing this, the breach could not 
be approached, except by a small berm at the foot of the 
rampart about 2 feetTiroad. • 

The storming part/ came«uddenly upon this enlarged 
part of the ditch, and not*expecting to find any water 
in it, many were appalled, considering the breach as cut 
off by an inundation ; several of the foremost of the 
storming party fell^ipto the trench, and wetted their 
Ammunition, others got over i^ scaling ladders were at 
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last laid across the cut^ but by this time all was con- 
fusion. fc I ^ 

The ensmy received the storming party with a heavy 
fire of musketry and grape from thKe guns in the flank, 
orneck of the circular bastion next to the breach. 

Some men of the storming, party, ^ headed by tlieir 
OfBcers, got across the ditch to the ^‘'each, and ascended 
within a few feet to the very top. vju'^ who got to the 
top had his boot pulled off by the enemy on the oppo- 
site side of the stockade. About 150 men went across 
the cut, a few of them halted about one-third up the 
breach, and otliers stood ranged on the small spot of 
ground at the bottom of the rampart, immediately to the 
left of it. Colonel Maitland, while gallantly exerting 
himself to get his men forward, received a mortal wound. 
•The greater part of the troops either stojiped or went 
back to the battery, as soon as they got to the water. The 
few bold fellows who reached the breach, seeing them- 
selves unsupported, unable to retain their ground against 
an enemy now become doubly resolute, and finding 
it impracticable to reach the enemy’s guns on the 
bastions to their right and left, descended, and at last 
followed the others to the trenches. 300 fascines were on 
this occasion entrusted to as many.bildars to assist in fill- 
iug*up the ditch, the whole under a Serjeant of Artillery ; 
but on the enemy firing, eyery bildar uatiirally fled, and 
when the fasciites were wanted, not one was to be found. 

The right column of attack marched towards the 
Aine gate — spiked three of the enemy’s guns outside 
the town — drove them off theiiT post on our right, and 
returned to support the centre. 

The left column, by keeping too much to the left, came 
upon the inundationi* This column However caused fhe 
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enemy to abandon his post upon our left, but finding the 
gateway of the town cut off by a they .returned 

to the trenches. f 

T^ie whole of the Qavalry and Horse Artillery were 
drawn out from dark liU daylight, on the right of camp 
"ehpotence,” wiih the flont of the line, to defend it 
from any attack 'ontHolkar’s Cavalry, and to hold in 
check those trooiji^ of the enemy who might otherwise 
have assailed the storming parties and trenches. 

Ohsei •cations. 

The march of the storming party rommenceil with 
aneirur ia the route; disorder and confusion ftdlowed 
the moveinont over broken and bad ground. The 
enemy obtained notice of itsvapproach; the surprise in- 
tended failed, .and the troops were exposed to a severe 
fire before they could get near to the breach. This, to- 
gether with their previous confusion, rendered them no 
longer a body capable of united and orderly exeition. 
Every one acted for himself; unexpected obstacles ap- 
palled some, while night covered individual misconduct 
from view. The bravery of the few who reached the 
breach was opposed by an enemy, whose means of de- 
fence remaining uninjured, were exerted with great e^Tect. 
Five Officers and 64 men were killed, and 23 Officers 
:i*id 364 men wounded. I1lc observation of Vauban, 
quoted in a preceding page, was on this occasion fully 
exemplified ; a we4k plaoe was enabled to defend itself 
like a strong one.” • 

The causes of the defeat of the storming party are 
evident. They did not exist in the inherent strength or 
peculiar construction of the enemy’s works. While covci 
remained for any considerable porlioii of musketry or 



Siege of Bhurtpoor^ 


26 


cannon on that part of the enemy’s rampart defending 
the poinVattacke^a surprise might be attempted; but if 
the enemy discovered the attadk and resolutely defended 
the breach, little expectation of success ought to l/ave 
been entertained. The enemy’s defences were stroiig, 
because they remained undestroyed ; the way to the 
breach was difficult, and the road dangerous, because it 
had not been improved by the means to be pursued in 
such cases ; grsipc and musketry were showered upon 
thn f ronps, because cover had been left for both to be 
fired ill romparative safety. 

The disasters a 1 tending this assault were the na- 
tural crinsecjuences of the extreme want of means, and 
coijsccjiient disregard of the principles of attack which 
unfoiluiiatcly existed throughout the whole course of 
^)]icratioiis. Trusting entirely to the valoui*of the troops 
a system was adopted, the most desirable for the enemy, 
and the most fatal to the besiegers. What ought the 
enemy to have washed for, but that the British, possess- 
ing no overpowering force of Artillery and an ex- 
treme inferiority in numbers, should yet attempt every 
thing by direct force ; seeking no advantage from that 
science which, experience has shewn, cannot with im- 
piinit/be de[>arted from in the attack of any fortified 
place resolutely defended 

* “ Fj'.u r!i3 w!vj!o ul' M^vahui V.iubau's work i( is cvUIont” says 
Carnot, th« tnif siinit of Siis uuUiiod, his lunitaiusutal principle 

is, I'.o b^sioj'cr niUht as niiit'h as possible, ^ain foot hy foot 

tliiisc points which he wishes to occupy ;^fniin whence it follows that 
the object bf the besieged must bo to reduce his enemy to the necessity 
of ta-Jn;^' vvory point by main force. This is u principle which the 
besici^cd ’^:iast ever boar iii mind, and which should direct all the ope- 
rations o* his drfoi»ci\” HIoHlainabert's trttnsli^n vf Carnot's treatUe 
OH tkr j\r-fijietl pluws, poffe 
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The ordnance equipment of the siege was, it is true, 
on adisgracefully limited scales but iij^roporti^ as the 
means were deficient, they ought to have been applied 
with every exercise of skill and judgment. 


January lOM. 

The following report of yesterday's failure was this 
day made by the Commander in Chief to government : — 

To Uh' Excellency the Moat Noble Marquess Wellesley , 
Governor General^ 4r. 

"My loud, 

"I have the honour to inform your Jjordship that, in 
consequence of the breach iik the wall of the town being 
reported practicable, I determined on storming the place 
yesterday evening. 1 chose this time in order to binder 
the enemy from stockading the breach during the night, 
which had hitherto been the case. 

" I am sorry to add that obstacles of an insurmount- 
able nature were opposed to the storming party. On their 
arrival at the breach the ditch was found to be exceed- 
ingly deep: this difficulty however wassoon surmounted, 
and the party gained the foot of the breach ; but though 
every exertion was made, both by OfEicers and men, tiie 
breach was so imperfect that every effort to gain the 
top proved fruitless/ and the column, afler^naking several 
attempts, wilhheafy loss was obliged to retire, which 
they did in excellent orefcr to ouY battery. 


Certainty in a aiegr/* says Colonel Jones, depends upon an ox- 
ant adherence to the rules of art; when they are departed from, hU 
becomes chaos; time/iAc, and success then put to the hazard.” 
Siegeu in Spain^ page 268. 
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" Among the many brave men who have fallen on this 
occasion^ it is with\^ncere grief I report the death of 
Lieutenant^ Colonel Maitland) df the 76th Regiment, 
who commanded the storming party; his exertions afe 
described by all to have been of a nature the most heroic, 
and his example animated the men to persevere in their 
attempts, which nothing but difficulties of the most un- 
expected nature could have rendered unsuccessful, Thjs 
gallant Officer, though he received several severe wounds, 
continued to exert Iiimself until he received a shot in 
the head, which proved instantaneously mortal. 

Although we unfortunately failed in gaining posses- 
sion of the place, we were not wholly unsuccessful. A 
flanking column on the right, under the orders of Major 
Hawkes, gained possession of the enemy's battery, and 
sifccceded in spiking and disabling their guns, and in 
destroying the greater part of the enemy who were op- 
posed to them. 

** I beg to assure your Lordship, that the conduct of 
our Officers and men employed last night, has been as 
exemplary as on every former occasion; but circum- 
stances of an unexpected and unfortunate nature occur- 
red, which their utmost efforts could not surmount; and I 
hope inti very few days their excellent conduct will be 
rewarded by the possession of the place.” 

" I have the honour, &c. &c. 

(Signed) G. LAKE.” 
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Among the number returned wounded, there are not 
more tharil^20 seriofls cases; the remainder are so slight 
that the men will be fit for duty in a few days.” 

(Signed) J. GERARI), Adjutant Gtnxrah 

Names of Officers killed, abounded, and misdng. 

XILLKD. 

H. M,’s 76th Regiment — Lieutenant Col. Maitland. 

H. M/s 76th Regiment — Lieutenant Olabb. 

AIa]or of Brigade — Captain John Wallace. 

2nd Batt. 12ih Regt. — Ensign VVaU-rhouse. 

Artillery — Lieut. Perceval, killed iu the battery durinfj 
the day. 

wouNnun. 

H. M/s 22iid Regiuient — Lieutenants Svveet:?am and 
Cresvvell. 

I 

H. M.’s75th Regiment — Major Campbell; Captains 
Hessman and Brutton; Lieutenants Byne, Tully, Mac* 
lachlan, and Mathewson. 

H. M.^s 76tli Regiment — Captain Webner, and Lieu- 
tenant Cosgrove. 

II. C.’s European Regiment — Lieutenants Wood, Ha- 
milton, and Browne. 

I St Batt. 8th Regt. — Lieots. Latter, Kerr, Sc Turnbull. 

2.’id Batt. 12th Regiment — Major Gregory; Captains 
O’Donnell and Fletcher ; Lieutenants Sharpe and Barker. 

2nd Batt. 22Qd Regiment — Lieutenant Titcher. 

MISSING. 

H. M.’s 75th Regiment — Ensign Hatfield. 

(Signed) J. GERARD, Ai^utant GeneraL 

JVbtf.— The numerottfl casualtiei among the Commissioned ranks is 
the strongest evidence of that gidlant devotion to the service of their 
countiy, which was evinced bj everv individual OfBccrthrou/rhout all 
tho operations of the Siege. 
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Continuation of the JovrnaL 

January lOfA. * » 

The enemy stockaded the breach during last night, 
uxA all this day it was covered with men from top to 
bottom; some carrying mud, and others water, to repair 
it. Our battery fired seldom, and the town slackly 
during the day. Accounts were received at Head Quar- 
ters, that the works had at one time been nearly 
deserted during last night’s assault, but that linding 
the storming party did not come on, the enemy took 
courage and returned. A nephew of the Rajah is said 
to have been last night killed by our cannonade, and an 

uncle this day. 

Orders of the day — Relief of the trenches as usual- 
The whole of the Quater Masters’ establishments of the 
different corps of the Army, are ordered to be sent to 
the Commanding Engineer to-morrow morning, at 7 
o’clock. A troop of Native Cavalry, and two companies 
of Native Infantry are also ordered to be sent to that 
Officer, for tlie purpose of protecting the establishment 
in collecting materials. 

No Officers of Artillery in the batteries. 

Observations, 

The enemy now in open day, and in the face of the 
batteries, repair the breach! 

N^ht bettveen the and llth of January, 

Nothing noted in the Journal. 

Observations, 

After having be^n ten days before the place, we are 
still without a proper parallel or place of arms. Although 
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on the night of 9th we drove the enemy from his 
posts ou We die niwn, we have taken no advantage of 
them, and they are re-occupied. We have not even 
improved our trenches of communication by widening 
them, nor lengthened them so^as to enable us to confine 
the operations of the enemy outside the town: yet there 
are about 1,000 men in the trenches every night. On 
our side disaster seems to have slackened exertion, 
while success has redoubled the activity of the enemy. 


January llrA. 

Enemy busy repairing the breach as yesterday. Bat- 
tery ceased firing this day ; but the town, and the enemy's 
^outposts continued to fire'on the battery and trenches. 
Our people employed in bringing in materials, and mak- 
ing fascines for a new battery. 

A foraging party, consisting of a Regiment of Euro- 
pean Dragoons, a Regiment of Native Cavalry, the Horse 
Artillery, and a Battalion of Native Infantry, proceeded 
in quest of tliree days forage. 

Orders of the day, — Relief of the trenches as before. 
The whole of the Quarter Masters' establishments order- 
ed the Commanding Engineer’s tent by seven o’clock 
to-morrow morning. Quarter Master Serjeants to re- 
port to the Commanding Engineer the arrival of their 
establishments, and that Officer \o report to Head 
Quarters such as may be late ip coming, or deficient in 
number. « 

A troop of Native Cavalry and two companies of 
Native Infantry to be sent to the Commanding Engineer’s 
tent to-morrow morqing, from the in line Piquets” 
No ofiicers of Artillery in the batteries. 
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Night between the ll^A and 12/ A of' Januartf. 

Nothing noted in the Journal. t 

January 12/fA. 

-Batteries silent^ except a shot fired now and then. 
The fire of the town and citadel slack. The enemy still 
busy in repairing the breach. 

Orders of the day. — Relief of the trenchesi same as 
usual. Quarter Masters* establishments^ and the same 
guard as directed in yesterday’s orders, to be sent to the 
Commanding Engineer to-morrow morning. 

ObseiDations, 

No further reconnoisance by the heads of departments 

since the last storm. • 

Night between the \2th and \3th of January, 

Gun and mortar batteries repaired this night. 

Observations. 

Since the night of the 0th, the supply of materials 
has not enabled the besiegers to do more than repair 
their old works. 


January ISf/i. • 

. Batteries firing seldom. Fire from the town and ci- 
tadel very slack. The enemy busy in th^e repairs of the 
breach. , ^ 

A foraging party, consisting of a Regiment of Euro- 
pean Dragoons, a Regiment of Native Cavalry, the 
Horse Artillery, and a Battalion of Native Infantry, 
proceeded in quest of three days forage. 

A party of about 700 Horse caiqe over from Holkar’s 
army, and were taken into our pay. 
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Orders of the day. — ^Relief of the trenches, same as 
usual. Quarter A^asters’ establishments and the usual 
guard ordered to be sent to the' Commanding Engineer 
to-morrow morning at 7 o'clock. • 

No Officers of Artillery in tlie batteries. 

Observations. 

Materials are still wanting to carry on new operations. 

Night betvceen the \^tk and I4t/t January, 

A battery for three brass 12-pounder field pieces was 
erected this night, between the Sand-hill post and the 
mortar battery in the right trench of communication, to 
keep in check the fire from the circular bastion No. 3, 
and the works connected therewith. 

Observations. 

Brass field pieces are here brought into battery, not 
to silence the enemy s fire by destroying the parapet, 
an object which such ordnance, at a distance of G 
or 700 yards, could not soon if ever effect — not to 
dismount their guns, for the height and nature of the 
works, and the situation of the battery rendered rico- 
chet impracticable, and a direct fire inefficient; “but to 
keep their fire in check/* an object which, with such 
means, it was impossible to secure, the utmost thatcould 
be done being to frighten the people on the works by an 
occasional shot, sometimes iouoliitig tlie top of the para- 
pet and occasioning a momentary alarm. 

January \Ath. 

^ “ Early this morning,” says the Coipmandant of Ar- 
tillery in his Journal, an attempt was made to recon- 
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noitre the Aine gate, from a small brl^ enclosure about 
280 yards in advance of the Sand-hil/ post, nothing 
could be seen, it being Kid from vienv by trees. The 
enemy being in force'in front, and the town firing upon 
UB’f we were discovered aqd retired/’ 

Orders of the day. — Itelief of the trenches, same as 
usual. Quarter Masters’ establishments and the usual 
ginwd ordered to be at the Commanding Engineer's 
quarters to-morrow morning at 7 o’clock. 

Observations, 

A further, but feeble at tempt at reconnoisance is here 
noticed, which provcrl unsuccessful, from tlie enemy out* 
side being still in force in front, and the reconnoitring 
party withdrew, as soon as they had excited attention. 


Night between tlte 14M and \bth of Januaty^ 
Began a new breaching battery for four English is- 
pounders, and two French 24-pounders (received from 
Deig), in a line continued from the mortar battery, 
and 200 yards further to the front; but On a survey of the 
ground it was found that the view of the curtain to our 
right of tower No. 1, (which it was now determined 
should be breached), w'ould be interrupted by a clump 
of trees in our front. 

The direction of tlie embiazures of the old breaching 
battery was this night altered, so as to allow the guns to 
bear on the above mentroned curtain as at first intended. 

Obseroatiom. 

Five days after the unsuccessful assault of the last 
breach, a new battery is erected, not to dismount or 
silence the enemy’s guns, or to destroy his defences, but 
to make a second breach ! ! A breach seems to have been 
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considered the pn^utr^, instead of the fnal object of the 
attack, and was therefore again to be effected, as before, 
without any arrangement being made for keeping it open. 
The quantity of battering ordnance employeil, being 
totally insufficient to effect a {>racticable breach of pro- 
per extent, in one, or even in two days, some efficient 
measure should certainly have been adopted, to have 
prevented the constant stockading or repair at n-^ht 
of the damage occasioned during the day. 


Jamar^ 

The 12-poiinder field piece battery in the right trench 
of communication, answered, during the day, the fire 
from the town and fort- 

Ilclicif of the trenches, same as usual. An additional 
scer ciF gram ordered to be issued to the Cavalry horses. 

Orocu forage is become exceedingly scarce, and dry 
foia.fe not jjrocurable within many miles of camp; the 
foru<;iuo; excursions of a Brigade of C-.ivalry, a Battalion 
of Infantry, and the Horse Artillery, and the guns of 
forsiging corps, now usually occupy a whole day from 
seven A. M. till dusk 

For duty at the new battery this evening : two Officers 
of Artillery. For duty at the old battery : two Officers 
of Artillery. 

betn een the 15/ A and 16//J of Januan/. 

Tlie new breaching battery w/is finished during this 
night, and the guns placed in it. • 


January I 6 // 1 . 

The old breachingbj^ttery, containing six IS-pounders, 
(the embrazures of which were altered on the night of 
n2 
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the 1 1th) — the new battery, of two 24»n6iindeTs, and four 
18 -pounders, and the mortar battery m four STiiich and 
four 5.}-ineh mortars, in all tweh'o guns and eight mor* 
tars, opened this morning at 7 A. M . on the curtain to 
OUE right of lower No. 1.^ 

The battery of three 12-pounders, (brass field pieces) 
in tliu right trench of communication, fired, to destroy the 
defences of tower No. 3, and to check three guns mount- 
ed upon it; while the fire of the two 6-pounders, (brass 
field ])ieces), situated on the Sand-hill, was directed on 
the enemy’s post situated to our leflt, outside llic town. 
Town ktjti upa smart lire in return during the day. 
llattercd down a considerable portion of the rampart of 
the curtain to our right of tower No. 1; but there ap- 
jieais tu be nf)thing at bottom to give a foundation or 
busc for the slope of a breach. All the earth from the 
breach seems to fail into the ditch, which tlic enemy 
appears to have deepened close under the rampart. 

Helief of the trenches, same as yesterday. 

Obsertalions^ 

As it was intended to make a breach in the curtain 
situated between Nos. 1 and 3, tower bastions, its lower 
extremity ought to have been previously seen into, and 
measures have been taken for covering tlie troops in ad- 
vancing to the assault, in descending and passing over 
the ditch, as well as for destroying the^dcfonces of the 
collateral bastions. Buf notliing of this kind was at- 
tempted; nor was tliora any parallel or battery advanced, 
from which a lire at night might have been maintained 
to prevent the enemy stockading the breach. Indeed 
such a measure '^ould scarcely Ijave been attempted, 
while the defences of the high towers uiid ramparta 
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• 

which comniindcA the ground near the ditch rem 'ljiisd 
untoiicheH, and gave secure cover to the enemy’s matcli- 
lock men. A tank and gro\'e opppsite to die bre ech, 
admirably situated to assist such an operation, remained 
in the occiipalioii of the enemy. 

An attempt was again this day made to destroy the 
enemy’s doCeiiccs, 700 yards distant, with brass 12^ 
pounders. 

Ni’*ht 'belwtm tlie IGlh and \ltk of Jaumvtf. 

Two brass 12-pouiiders were sent down this night to 
the right or Sand-hill post, in lieu of the two G-pounders 
which were witlulrawn. 

Batteries kept filing gmpe at the breach at irrcguLir 
intervals during the night. 

Jamiar*j \lth. 

Tliis morning, notwithstanding last niglit’s fire froaa 
the batteries, the breach was found stockaded as usual. 
The batteries kept firing as yesterday; the l own, the ci- 
tadel, and the enemy’s posts outside, answering. 

Relief of the trenches, same as usual. For duty at 
the grand battery: one Ofiieer of Artillery. For the 
mortar battery : one Olllcerof Artillery. 

Obmvaliom, 

The firing of grape or case shot from the brenchuftf 
batteries at uiglit, was intended* to have prevented tlic 
breach troin being stockaded; Wit this measure did not 
e fleet that purpose, which might hatre arisen as well 
from the relative situation and distance at which these 
batteries stood from tjieir object, as frilin the long inter* 
vuls between the rounds of ammunition fired. 
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Night between the llth and 18 fA #/* Jannar:/. 

As constant a fire of shells was kept up on tte breach 
during the night, as it was practicable to maintain. 
The gun batteries firing at intervals. 

Observations. 

Although experience had repeatedly evinced, that the 
fir^ept up from distant batteries during the night, was 
not of sufficient efiect to prevent the enemy from stock* 
adingthe breach, a quantity of valuable ammunition was 
again evepended this night to little purpose. Cleneral 
Lake, in his letter of the 1st of July 1805, to the Gover- 
nor General, remarks, that this repeated stockading of 
the bre ich constituted the principal source of that re- 
.sistauce, which he found so formidable throughout the 
siege;” yet it is clear that nothing but a fire e»*:abHshcd 
near to, and commanding the breach, could have pre- 
vented a resolute enemy from eifcciing sucli a work. 


January 18//;. 

Operations continued as yesterday. The breach again 
found stockaded. Batteries endeavouiing to improve 
the breach and to destroy the stockade. Town, citadel, 
and enemy’s posts returning our fire, fired 250 shells 
during this day and last night, and about 116 rounds 
from each gun in the battery. 

The ditch at the bottom of the breach must be well 
deepened, as all the earth which has been daily brought 
down, seems quite insufficient to form, a base for a slope 

up. • 

ThreeBattalionsof Native Infantry, viz. 2nd Battalion 
2nd Regiment, 2hd Battalion 9th Regiment, and the 
1st Battalion 14tb Regiment) in all about 1,200 men. 
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tirifh six 6-poun2^r field pieces, battalion guns, joined 
the Army this day under Major General Smith. 

A foraging party, consisting of a Regiment of Euro- 
pean Dragoons, a Regiment of 'Native Cavalry, the 
Horse Artillery, and a Battalion of Native Infantry, 
proceeded in quest of three days forage. 

Relief of the trenches, same as usual. 

Orders of the day.— In future no more than onedsam 
js to be issued to each European in the trenches during 
the night, and two drams to men employed in working 
parties, except under particular orders fiom Head Quar- 
ters. 


Jitmary 19 ///. 

Found the breach stockaded as usual. Batteries^ 
town, citadel, aad enemy’s posts, kept firiiig as hereto- 
fore. 

Relief of the trenches, same as yc.>lcrday. For duty 
in the batteries: two OlTicers of Artillery. 


Jrmuart/ 20 ///. 

Breach again stockaded, firing on both sides, same 
as yesterday. For duty in the grand battery ; one Offi- 
cer oi' Artillery. For the mortar battery ; one Officer 
of Artillery. 

The enemy has For some days past drawn back several 
of his guns, and refrained from fifing those near tire 
breach. 

Under the apprehension that the wet ditch at the new 
breach was not fordable, three bioad ladders or floating 
bridges had been prepared, covered with laths, construct- 
ed so as to be raised ^or depressed at the bank of the 
ditch. But it was necessary to cut these ladders to the 
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exact breadth of the ditch, and no kiio^fiedge of this had 
been obtained. Some zealous individuals had indeed 
made ingenious attempts to obtain information on the 
subject, but the chain of sentries which the enemy poat^ 
ed every night between or.r works and tile ditch, frus* 
Vated their endeavours. It was suggested that a small 
party should be sent in the night to force its way through 
the'eiieniy’s sentries, and to examine the ditch, but this 
was superseded by the following stratagem: — 

A liavildar and two troopers of the 3rd Reginient of 
Kative Cavalry, volunteered to be sent down to the right 
flank of our trenches, where they were to throw olf their 
jackets, and gallop their horses direct to the breach, |)re- 
tending to desert to the enemy, and to be in quest of an 
entrance into the fort. To strengthen the deception the 
troops, stationed at the pest from which they set out, 
were ordered to tire upon them with blink cartridge. 
About 3 o'clock this was carried into eflbet. The troop- 
ers galloped ulT, and were immediately pursued by a party 
of Native Infantry. The enemy believing them to bo 
deserters, beckoned them to keep to the right ; this the 
troopers pretending not to understand, rode up to the 
ditch, and after obtaiuiug a sight of it, turned their 
horses round, and galloped back to the trenches unhurt 
by the fire now opened upon them from the fort; w'hence 
jti'oceeding to Head Quarters they received their pro- 
mised reward of oUU Uupees and immediate promotion. 

According to their report the breach was easy to be 
ascended, and the ditch neither very broad, nor did it 
appear very deep; but some liiiiik they did not go sulSi- 
ciently to the left to see the breach, or tiie ditch opposite 
to it. V 
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The three ladd^ or floating bridges before mentioned 
were^ however, reduced to 28 feet in length, according to 
the breadth of the ditch, as guessed at by the troopers. 

ObservaUojts,, ^ 

Four times have the enemy filled up and repaired this 
second breach, yet no attempt is made to establish a fire 
of siiificitiiit etlhct to prevent them from constantly re- 
pairing in the night the damage produced during the day. 
Indeed we have before observed, that no near approach 
could have been established witli salety, till the parapets 
of l!ic hi gh mm parts of the front attacked were battered 
down, because these, from the height of the ramparts, 
completely commanded the ground near the ditci). 

After being lU days and 18 niglits before the fort of 
Ilhurtpoor, the nearest trench of the besiegers, is still 
700 y vj'ds from the enemy’s works; and on the 20th of 
Jiuiuury, they are not a single foot nearer to the fort 
than they were on the rnh. They have not succeeded in 
destroying the defences of a single tower ; they have not 
even atleiiiptcd it. Thei bastions next the breach are still 

initouclied, and the works which flank and defend it are 

« 

ill complete repair, while ihs enemy conceals his cannon 
from our batteries, reserving his file for our storming 
party. 

Tlie expedient adopted wdth a view to obtain an accu- 
rate knowledge of the dimensions of the ditch, was 
clearly unfit to produce any satisfactory result. The 
most experienced Kuropeau Oflioer, under circuiustauces 
tile best calculated to ensure cool observation and accu- 
rate comparison with surrounding objects, judging only 
by his eye, can form^but a very doubtful estimate of 
distance. T!:e revolt of the few hasty glances obtained 
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by three Natives^ during a momentary {^use at the breach^ 
attemled by no small hazard and ansiety, ought there- 
fore at once to have been discarded; and however politic 
it might have been under existing circumstances to ap- 
plaud, or even to reward such an enlerprizc, nothing can, 
in our opinion, justify its having been permitted to influ- 
ence and coniroul the most important determinations 
niid serious operations of the siege. 


jSiight betKeen the 20/A and 21s/ of January, 

The whole of the 24-pounder shot being expended, 
the two 24 -poundcr guns were taken out of the battery, 
and their places supplied by two Hgikt 5^-inch howitzer 
field pieces. 

A small liatteiy for two fl-pounder field pieces was 
creeled this nlglit, about 200 yards lo the left and front 
of the old breaching butteiy, in older to keep in check 
the guns brought out into the enemy’s trenches to our 
left, outside the fort. A small battery for two (i-pounder 
field pieces was also made to the left of the breaching 
battery. 

In consequence cf the information brought by the 
troopers, it is determined that the breach shall be storm- 
ed to-morrow, after the batteries have broken down what 
the enemy may rebuild in the course of this night. 

The storming party moved into the trenches at four 
A. M« a little before daylight. 

The right column occupied the right trench, and the 
left column the left trench of communication. 

The left column consisted of about 400 luiropean 
Infantry, being the I'laiikers of his Majesty’s 22iid and 
the Ilonouiabie IJoinpany’s European Ileginnent, the 
vdiuie of the 7jith Rcgimcait and two Battalions of 



43 


Siegt of Bhuftfuor,* 

Native Inrantry, the 2Hd of the 15th and 22nd Na« 
live Infantry, the whole under Colonel McCrae of his 
Majesty^s 75lh. 

Tlie right column consisted of two Battalions of Na- 
tive Infantry, viz. the 1st battalion 14th and 2nd batta- 
lion 9th Regiment 

The portable bridges were to accompany this parly, 
carried by picked Europeans, previously exercised io 
to their use. 

While the storming party moved to the trenches, 
Cavalry of the Army were kept in readiness to repulse 
any attack from the confederate Horse of Mcer Khan 
and Ilolkar, allies of the Raja, W'liQ now in great force 
threaloned our army, Mecr Khaii haring joined with 10 
or 1 j,U00 men, by way of Dholpoor from Scroiige and 
Slahva, a few duv'^ before. * 

Observaiiojis. 

Our principal field magazine (Agra) is williin SO 
miles distance : yet at this important period of the siege, 
having expended all the best iron country-made 24- 
pound short, we have lost the further use of our largest 
calibre for want of sufficient supply. 

The*24-pounders are replaced by two light 5^ -inch 
howitzers to throw shells iuto the stockade, but tlie 
clfect of that calibre against such an object could not 
blit be very limited and uncertain, when at such a 
distance. * 

» 

The fire from the enemy’s outworks on our left has 
become so troublesome, as to occasion a battery for two 
field pieces being advanced to check it; and this was 
thrown forw'ard as us^al, quite uncoauccted with the 
other works. 
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Another battery of G-pounders is al^ erected close to 
the left of the breaching.battery. 

January 

'The enemy in the course of last ni^Iit felled several 
large trees, which had previously intercepted the view of 
Bastions No. 2 and and by this means laid open the 
works covering the entrance of the Aine Gate^ which 
was not before discernible. 

The storming party instead of being accommodated 
in a wide and roomy parallel, was pent up all day in 
a crowded nariu w trench. The first object which greeted 
their sight at daybreak was, the breach again stockaded, 
and their hopes and fears were kept alive the whole day, 
ill observing the endeavours made by the batteries to 
effect, for the fifth time, an opening in the oftcn-stockaded 
point of attack. 

The batteries were employed from daybreak till a little 
before three P. ]\T. in removing the stockade, and endea- 
vouring to clear the breach which wqs at that time re- 
ported practicable. 

The left column, commanded by Colonel McCrae, 
moved out at this hour from a cut made in the Icll trench 
of communication, and proceeded towards the breach. 

Ill front of the storming party were four G-pounder 
fie^d pieces, to clear the breach, and to fire on tlie works 
flanking it. The Engineer on duty, the Pioneer officers, 
and Pioneers with scabng ladders, and 20 Europeans 
carrying the bridge ladders, made of bamboos, each 29 
feet long, but only of .sufficient breadth for two men to 
pass over abreast. The length of tlie ladders, as noticed 
ill the journal of the 20tli, having been proportioned to 
tlie breadth of tlie ditch, as guessed at by the troopers. 
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TIic column hl|ted at the diy tank, about GOO yards 
in front of the battery, near which the four field pieces 
were drawn up and opened upon tlie ramparts to the left 
of the breach, while Cnlonel McCrae llie Officer com- 
manding, the Engineers, Pioneers, the ladders, and the 
bridges, accompanied by some Officers and part of the 
storming party, went on to the edge of the ditcli, which 
was found full of water and damme^d up as on the former 
occasion ; they were soon followed by several other 
Officers mid men. 

The britige was launched into the water, and Lieutenant 
IVIorris, of the grenadiers of the European Ecgiment, 
with sonic of his own men, swam across with the end of 
it ; hut it was found to be too short by about one-third, 
the compuied breadth of the ditch being about 40 feet; 
had a tall grenadier who jumped into the water, shewed 
that it w^as more than 8 feet deep. 

One of the scaling ladders was now thrown on the 
bridge in order to lengthen it, but in the hurry and 
awkwardness of the attempt, the ladder got entangled in 
the bridge, and instead of connecting it witli the escarp, 
fell over on one side, and overset th.e bridge from which 
it could not be disengaged. Ko attempt, therefore, 
W!vs nflide to pa <3 the storming party over the ditch. 

Lieutenant Morris, and several men who swam over 
with him, ascended the breach; the former got on the 
rampart, and tifere received a severe ivound in his leg, 
and while swimming across the ditMi to return when 
the attempt to storm was abandoned, he received another 
w'ound in the neck. 

As the ditch was not passable, and Colonel McCrae 
found it impossible to convey such 9 number of men 
across as was requisite for the service ; a retreat was 
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ordered and efiectcd in the greatest cclifusion and hurry, 
the killed and wounded with some exceptions being left 
behind, as also the bridge and scaling ladders. 

The right column, consisting of the 1st Battalion I4th, 
and 2nd Battalion 9th Native Infantry, under Lieutenant 
Colonel Simpson, had by this time moved round by the 
jungle in their advance to get in by the Aine gate, and 
emerged from the woods on the right of our works, just 
as the left column was retiring. Tliili caused the left 
column to rally, and again to attempt the assault. In the 
mean time Colonel Simpson with the right column, 
marched up to the Aine gate, but finding an entrance 
impracticable, he joined the left column, and retreated 
ill the most perfect order; the sepoys assisting to draw 
off the guns, one of which fired at intervals, covering tlie 
rear of the column, and preventing its being cut up by 
the enemy, some of whom had descended from the 
breach sword in hand, accompanied by parties of Horse 
from the Aine gate and outside posts on the right and 
left of the wood, threatening to attapk it. The num- 
ber of the enemy’s guns b?ariiig on the front and flank 
of the storming party during this attack, was calculated 
to be about 35. 

When the enemy perceived that our troops had got 
back into the trenches, they came down the breach in 
multitudes, took possession of the bridge and scaling 
ladders, and carriedtliem up in triumph. They also spread 
over the space between the battery and the breach, and 
in the face of the troops in the batteries and trenches, 
cut up all the wounded they could find, and stripped 
the bodies of the dead. 

During the stcA'm, the enemy sprung some mines : one 
on the edge of the ditch, another close to the clump of 



47 


&ege of Bhurlpoon 

trees n^r to thelfry tank^ where their outpost was; but 
both were sprung at too great a distance from our troops 
to (icqasion any loss. 

Utiiing the whole of the time occupied in the advance, 
dtlay at the breach, and in the. retreat, the enemy keptup 
a heavy fire of grape, round shot, and matchlocks, with 
coiisidenible effect, as appears by our return of 18 OiH- 
cers and 5C9 men, killed and wounded. 

While the columns of Infantry were attempting to 
enter the brcacli, the Commander in Chief with the 
whole Cavalry, had moved out about two miles to the 
right flank of the Camp, in order to prevent the confe- 
derate force of the Rajah, Holkar, and Mecr Khan, from 
interrupting the attack. The number of their Cavalry 
on this oc:cas]on was immense, the plain all round was 
covered with them. Some skirmishing aiwf rocket firing 
on the part of the Mahratlas took place, and a party of 
their Horse stood steadily at 600 yards under the fire of 
our guns. Having prevented any attack of the camp 
and trenches, and killed about 50 men by cannonade, ihe 
Cavalry w*ere withdrawn into camp by sunset, followed 
close up by the enemy, who were only kept off by the six 
Horse Artillery guns in rear of the column, maintaining 
a sharp retreating fire on the prolonge the whole way. 

The following report was this day made to Govern- 
ment by the Commander in Chief: — 

lo Uis Excellenci/ the Most Nbhle Mftrqficss JVcllcsleyf 
Governor General^ SfW &r.. 

“ My Lord, 

" I have the honour to inform your Lordship that the 
breach appearing in sufficient state •f forwardness, 1 
determined to attempt the place again this aflernopn. 
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*^The storming party, under the cojvmand of Lieute- 
nant Colonel McCrae, moved out of tne trenches, where 
they had lodged for the purpose, a little before 3 o’clock. 

I am sorry to add, that the ditch was found so brord 
an^ deep that every attempt to pass it proved unsuccess- 
ful, and the party was obliged to retruni to the trendies 
•without effecting their object. 

** The troops behaved with their usual steadiness, but 
I fear, from tlie heavy fire they were unavoidably exposed 
to for a considerable time, that our loss has been severe. 

" I shall have the honour to forward returns of the 
killed and wounded as soon as possible.” 

" 1 have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) G.LAKE." 



BhurfpOQ\ 



■ BetamoflCakd. ITouiKferf. anrf Miumg,inftus AtumU (jf BkuHpoar, m the Hit af January, 180! 














50 


Siege of Shurtpoor. 

Names of Officers killed, zeoundej^ and missing. 
K4LLED. 

11. M/s 7Cth Regiment— Lieutenants D. McCrac^ 
and C. M. Bhiid. 

2ud Batt. l-jlh Regt. — Lieutenant T. Macgregor. 

WOUNDED. 

IT. 7oth Regt. — Captain William Ilessman; 
Lic'idenants Thomas Grant, and J. C. Duumt. 

IT. M.’s Tfitli Regt. — Lieutenants C. Templeton, James 
TdrCrae, and \V. Bright. 

H. M.’s 22nd Regt. — Captain Lindsay. 

2iid Butt. 9th Regt. — Lieutenant Trowers. 

2nd Baft, loth Regt. — Captain Lieut. 11. Addison. 

2ind Batt. 22nd Regt. — Lieutenants Watson, Day, and 
Pollock. , 

• • • 

Pioneers— Lieutenant Galloway. 

Ob-ervaiions. 

If the state of the breach and dimensions of the ditch 
had even been such as the troopers on the 20th repre- 
sented, the extent of the front attacked, and the com- 
plete state of the defences of the breach, ought under 
the circumstances of the resolution evinced by the ene- 
my, and of the unadvanced condition of the trenches, to 
have prohibited an attempt at direct assault in open day. 

The expectation of approaching uii perceived, may be 
alleged as an excuse for the want of approaches on the 
first occasion ; bmt the ^omission of them in the present 
instance, when the di:wstrous result, and confusion inci- 
dental to the previou8*attack, had caused it to ]be deter- 
mined that this assault should be made in open day, 
appears inexcusable. 

Instead of a column advancing gradually and without 
confusion to tim breach, covered by the parapet of a 
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roomy trench of ^proach, and protected by the fire of 
batteries, or by riflemen with fised rests, stationed in the 
cavaliers of an advanced parallel, clearing the breach of 
its defenders, by a fire of well-directed musketry, we 
find a column, whose numbers only added to its slaugh- 
t ir, a!id wlio^e every step only brou :;lit it nearer to de- 
struction, exposed from head to foot, during a long 
a'lvance, delay, and retreat, to the deliberate fire of a 
protected enemy. 

In lieu of mortars and cannon in advanced batteries,' 
romtti.niiliiig a fire upon the whole extent of the breach 
and its d jfetices, until the assaulting column approached 
i'.s very summit, we find four 6-pouader field pieces, 
pushed forward in the open plain, with tlieir details of 
iSfililierynieii, exjiosed as marks 10 the enemy. 

Ill tlie situation in which our troops were placed, their 
conduct coininnnds our respect. Without a cliancp^ 
because without the means of success, we find them gal- 
lantly endeavouring to overcome insuperable obstacles. 
Bat perseverance in circumstances utterly hopeless, is 
fjlly. Prudence and humanity dictated a retreat; and 
under such clrciunstances, disorder did prevail in part 
of one column, it is not without excuse, and was amply 
atoned fur by the steady conduct of the other. 

The enemy, protected from the fire of the assaulting 
column by untouched parapets, and from their bayonets 
by animpassable ditch, destroyed our trdops “ en masse,” 
being left in all his strength; while our column, helpless 
and defenceless, was brought under his fire. In this un- 
equal conflict ilie best feelings of the soldiery were 
materially injured, and the cruel murder of their wound- 
ed comrades, committefi by a barbarous enemy in the 
madness of triumph and exultation of victory, was seen 
from the trenches in silence. 

e2 



S2 Siege of Bhurfpoor, 

In reviewing the proceedings sii^ the coimuencc'' 
ment of the siege, we can discover nothing but one con- 
tinued scries of unconnected and inefficient shifts, and 
inadequate expedients. Relying solely on the valour 
and bravery of the troops, without preparing the ground 
to enable tlicui to derive any advantage from their disci- 
pline, the British General commenced the siege, and 
continued it ; not only witliout attending to the establish- 
ed principles and means of attack, but in direct opposi- 
tion to them. With powerful odds against him at tirst, 
his tobil deviation from scientific principle, rendered his 
chance of success more desperate ; and hazarding the 
reputation of the British Army on the result, he sacri- 
ficed their credit and his own, in a conflict which he him- 
sc‘11' bad rendered unequal. 

Jfmuan/ 

Batteries ceased firing; a few' shot were thrown away 
by our field pieces and by the enemy during the day. 
The enemy busy building up the breach, which was con- 
sidered by many of the storming party sufficiently prac- 
ticable if they could have got to it. 

Orders of the day.— Relief of the trenches, same as 
usual. For duty in t:ic battery : one Ofticcr of Arlillery. 
His Excellency the Conimander in Chief published the 
following order : — & 

'*The Coinmahder is Chief returns his best thanks to 
tire Officers, Soldiers* and Natives, for the gallantry and 
steadiness they displayed in the attack of yesterday, 
which although ultimately unsuccessful, reflects the high- 
est credit on tl^e courage and intrepidity of the troops 
employed, and demands, in His Excellency’s opinion, iliis 
public testimony of his approbation. 
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<<The Comman^ar in Chief cannot suiFiciantly lament 
the number of brave men who have suffered on this ser* 
vice, where the utmost exertions of their intrepid valour 
were unequal to surmount the unexpected obstacles which 
were opposed to them. 

The Commander in Chief trusts that in a very few 
days these obstacles, which have hitherto rendered all 
attempts fruitless, will be completely surmounted, and 
that tlic good conduct and bravery of the Soldiers 
of this Army will be rewarded by the possession of the 
place, and by the opportunity of proving to the enemy 
aud to the country, that althoiigli liitherto, from unfore- 
seen difficulties, success has not crowned their attempts, 
that tlicir spirit is undaunted, and that their galhintry 
will uliimately Iriuinph. 

His Kxcellency feels infinitely indebted to LieiUenaut 
Colonel McCrue lor l.lu* judgment and ability with which 
he arranged and condiictud tlie aUack. 

Extra batta is to bo served out to the Europeans to- 
day, aiivl two hunilrod Hupecs is to be given to each 
Native Corps of Cavalry, lufaiitry, Gun Lascais, and 
Pioneers.’* 

This day the Isi Eegimeut of Native Cavalry, and Ut 
Battalion liith Regiment of Native Infantry, were des- 
patciied uiuler the coiikmand of Captain Welsh of the 
former corps, forthe protection of a convoy of provisions 
on its way from Dcig to camp. , 

» 

Obsa'vations. • 

We are at a loss to know on what grounds the troops 
were by the orders of this clay, flattered with the hope, 
that *‘in a very fow days^” the obstacles find unforeseen 
difficulties which had hitherto rendered their e.\ertion&. 
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fruidess^ \rouId be entirely surmounted. There seems 
throughout tlie order, 9 manifest anxiety to raise the 
feelings of the Army, but reliance is still evidently 
placed upon their further personal exertions rather than 
upon any accession of means, or change in the plan of 
operations. The last paragraph of tlie order will suggest 
to the reader observations, which we refrain to enlarge 
upon. 


January 

Firing on both sides, same as yesterday. The enemy 
Las completed the repairs of the last breach. 

Relief of the trenches: 200 Europeans and 700 Na- 
tive Infantry. The Quarter Masters’ establishmeYits, a 
troop of Cavalry, and two companies of Infantry or- 
dered to be sent to the Commanding Eiigiueor to-mnr- 
xow morning. 

For duty in the battery: one Officer of Artillery. 

Thoughts were now entertained," says the Co?n- 
mandant of Artillery, ''of attacking the Aine gate to 
our left of No. 3, tower bastion." 

"Went down to the enclosure of masonry in front of 
the Sand-hill post in order to reconnoitre. The Quar- 
ter Master General’s head hurkarrah pointed out the 
jiosition of the gate, but we could not view the it- 
sdf, it was completely bid by trees growing within tUe 
walls. • 

" Agreed to erect « new breaching battery at a spot 
about 20') yards of tlfc N. E. angle of the hrick. enclo- 
sure: also a battery for two 12-pounders (field pieces), 
to the right, in front of the Sand-hill post, for the purpose 
of checking th8 fire of tower bastion. No. 4, os soon as 
the new breaching battery should open.” 
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The convoy ui^tder Captain Welsh, which marched 
from camp yesterday, joined the Deig and Muttra con- 
voy last night, which consisted of 12,000 bullock loads of 
grain ; it was encamped last night about 22 miles from 
camp, and moved towards the Army early this morning. 
Holkar, having received intelligence of its approach, and 
of the nature of the force employed for its security, had 
detached JUeer Khan against it, with his whole Army of 
horse and foot, and four guns. With this force, amount- 
ing to 8,000 men. Meet Khan lay in wait near to Com- 
bhere, (Komeer), and at break of day fell in with the 
detachment about six miles from camp. The Cavaliy 
of the detachment being only 400 strong, could not 
protect 12,000 bullocks when marching; and under 
tliese circninstances, the detachment took ])Ost i n a larize 
village of lofty site, where, beset on all sides, they de- 
fended their charge, beating off the assailants repeaterily 
till two of theii guns were totally disabled. The enemy’s 
horse and foot then making a desperate push, possessed 
themselves of half the village. Such was the stafe of 
things at lialf past this morning; and although the firing 
had been heard early, it was not till near 8 o’clock that 
Lieutenant Colonel Need, with half of the 2nd brigade 
of Cavfllry, was hurried by the Commander in Chief out 
of camp, and hastened in that direction. General Lake, 
w'ith Colonels Wood, Vandeleur, and Brown, and the 
rest of the Ciivali y and Horse Artillery, following im- 
mediately to support. 

The sepoys of the detachment perceiving the clouds 
of dust that marked the advance of Lieutenant Colonel 
Need’s column, raised loud shouts of exultation at the 
approach, (as they fancied), of General J 4 ake, and under 
this impression were so animated as to sally forth upon 
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the enemy’s guns, which they carried at the point of the 
bayonet, just as the Cavalry arrived, who, dashing in, 
covered the ground with tilled and wounded before the 
rest of the troops with the Commander in Chief came 
up. Six hundred of the enemy were slain, the rest fled, 
leaving behind near forty stands of colours with four 
guns and their tumbrils. 

During the contest a great number of bullocks laden, 
witli grain, from the want of conductors went astray, and 
many falling in the way of the enemy’s horse, were 
goaded by their lances, some to Bhurtpoor, and others 
towards Korneev : out of 12,000, only 1,800 bullocks ar- 
rived in camp. 

The principal lass of the British in this afiair, amount- 
ed to eight sepoys killed, and two Officers and 36 men 
wounded. * 

To Ilia ExcoHennj the Most Noble Man^uess Wellesley, 
* Governor General, Sic* Sic* 

« My lord, 

** I have the honour to inform your Lordship that I 
yesterday morning detached the 1st Regiment of Native 
Cavalry, and 1st Battalion 15th Regiment, under the 
command of Captain Welsh, of the former corps, tb mtot 
a convoy of provisions on its way from Muttra to my 
camp. 

<< The detachment having yesterday evening joined 
the convoy, halted for tUb night about six coss from my 
camp, and moved agaii| at an early hour this morning. 

"The detachment was attacked on its march by a ve- 
ry considerable body of Infantry with guns, and the 
whole of the united force of Cavalry belonging to llol- 
kar, Meer Khan, and Bi^poojee Scindeah, about four 
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eosfl from camp, irbich obliged them to occupy a \illage 
for the purpose of collecting the convoy and preserving 
it from the numerous Cavalry of the enemy. 

Immediately on hearing the firing I ordered Lieute- 
nant Colonel Need, with His Majesty's 27th Light Dra- 
goons, and the second Regiment of Native Cavalry, to 
proceed to the relief of the party, whilst I followed witli 
the main body of the Army. 

1 have the pleasure to inform your Lordship that 
the detachment under Captain Welsh made a most gal- 
lant defence, and immediately on the approach of Liot*- 
tenant Colonel Need, they moved out of the village, 
charged, and totally routed the enemy to whom they 
were opposed. 

Great numbers of the enemy were killed, and near 40 
stands of colours, and all the Artillery they had in the 
field, consisting of 4 guns, with their tumbrils, fell into 
our hands, 

** This body of Infantry was commanded by Meer 
Khan, who, (according to the information I have re- 
ceived from some of his servants who were made prison- 
ers), was so close pressed that, to prevent himself from 
being known, he stripped himself of his clothes and 
arms,*and is supposed to have escaped in that situation; 
some accounts render it probable that he has ralleii ; but 
on this subject I have no certain information. 

Meer Khafi's palankeen with a complete set of ar- 
mour, said to be his, has beeA brought into camp, as 
has also Bappoojee Scindeah's palaiikeen. 

Too much praise cannot be bestowed on the troops 
engaged, for their good conduct and activity on this oc- 
casion; and I feel infinitely indebted (o Captain Welsb, 
who commanded the escort, for the gallantry with which 
he resisted the repeated attacks of a numerous enemy • 
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** Lieutenant Colonel Need is likeynse entitled to my 
best thiiiiks for the actiyity and spirit witii which he 
cliarged and completed Ihe route of the encmy> whose 
loss has been very great. 

1 feel it particularly incumbent ou me to mention 
the service rendered by Major Salkeld, Deputy Quarter 
Master General^ who carried my orders to Lieutenant 
Colonel Needy and proceeded to point out tlic road to 
that OiHcer ; his services on this as on every occasion 
have been conspicuous for zeal and gallantry. I want 
words to express to your Lordship how infinitely 1 feel 
indebted to this mcritui i jus Odicer for the assistance he 
has rendered me, in every instance wluirc I have had an 
opportunity of availing myself of his services. 

1 am happy to add that our loss on this occasion has 
not been confiidenible. Lieutenant Gordon of the 15tii 
Native Infantry, and Cornet Krskine, of the 1st Native 
Cavalry have been wounded, but 1 hope not dangerous- 
ly, The^nuinber of privates wouudeil, does not. exceed 
20, and I believe only two men have luMm killed.” 

** I have the lionour, Sic. &c. 

(Signed) G. LAKE.” 

Head Quartern, Camp before Bhurfpoor, 7 
2'3/d January j 1805. 3 

Observations, 

The British troops behaved gallantly 6n this occasion ; 
but the enemy succeededFin his object, andoutof 12,000, 
captured 10,200 bitllocl( loads of grain. 

If the whole of the Cavalry lvd\l been ordered off in 
proper time, the capture of the convoy might possibly 
have been preven^d. 
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Bcconnoissante is renewed, and the Enginters are 
collecting materials for further proceedings. 

Niglit betmen the 23rd atid 2ith of January. 

Began a battery for two 12-pounder field pieces, con- 
siderably in front of the left post, and within 400 ynrds 
of the ditch. Thisbattery, together with the first breach- 
ing battery, and the three 12-pounder battery in the 
right trench of communication, were intended to play 
on the batteries and works to our left of the proposed 
new breaching battery. 

Intelligence was, however, received that there was a 
wet ditch, not only before the Aine gate, but also belorc 
the screen which covered the gateway, and it was resolved 
therefore to suspend the erection of a new breaching 
' battery until certain knowledge of this pomt was gained. 

A gun lascar who hud relatives in the town, ufi’ered to 
go in, and bring intelligence. His services were ao 
cepied, and he proceeded to ascertain the form and slate 
of the ditch at the Aine gate. 

January 2Aih. 

The gun lascar returned, and reported that the screen 
or rSvelin work which covered the gate had no ditch 
before it, but that before the gate itself there was a broad 
wet ditch, being the identical ditch of the town brought 
round; and in front of the gate having a temporary 
bridge of logs and planks o%%r it, concealed from view 
by the mud screen. • 

" As the same impediment of a broad wet ditch lay 
here as at the former points breaclied, with the ndiiiiioii 
of a mud wall serpen to be battened before the gate 
could be seen; and as the gate when battered woul(J still 



60 Si^e of Bkwtpoof. 

be inaccessible if the temporary bridge 'jras pulled away; 
lastly^ as any breach of the gate would be well defended 
by the curtain between it and tower No. which would 
take a storming party in flanks and also by the neck and 
body of the tower itself, which would take them in 
reverse, it was thought advisable,’^ says the Command- 
ment of Artillery to give up the project of attacking 
the Aine gate." 

This day Lieutenant Colonel Don with the sick and 
wounded of the Army, escorted by the 29th Dragoons, 
and 2nd Regiment of Native Cavalry, and three Battalions 
of Native Infantry proceeded to Agra, for a supply of 
grain and siege ammunition, all former supplies being 
nearly exhausted. 

There is very little grain in camp, only a pound of 
attah (flour), hnd two chittacks of daul (split peas oi' 
vetches), is allowed each man. It is supposed that tho 
grain no^in camp, will not last till the convoy returns, 
which will be seven days hence. 

Orders of the day. — ^RcUef of the trenches : 100 Eu- 
ropeans and 12 companies of Native Infantry, completed 
to sixty men a company. 

AU Quarter Masters’ establishments to be sent to the 
Commanding Engineer to-morrow morning at 7 o'clock. 
For duty in the batteries: one Officer of Artillery. 


^January 2bth, 

Batteries unemployed,* The two-gun-battery at the 
left post, which was advanced about 200 yards furtlicr 
in front on the night of the 23rd, so as to bear on the 
two bastions on the right and left of the Komeer gate, 
and upon the gunft on the plain upder these bastions, 
was finished this night. The Quarter Masters’ esta- 
blishments employed in making fascines. 
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Orders of the flay. — Relief of the trenchesi same as 
usual. The usual guard and Quarter Masters’ establish- 
ments to be sent to the Commanding Engineer. For 
duty in the battery : one Officer of Artillery. 

January 2G^/i. 

Making fascines. 

Orders of the day. — Relief of the trenches, same as 
usual. The usual guards and Quarter Masters’ esta- 
blishments to be sent to the Commanding Engineer. 
For duty in the batteries: one Officer of Artillery. 


January 27th. 

Making fascines. 

Orders of the day. — Relief of tlie trenches: 100 Eu- 
ropeans and 720 Natives. The usual guafda and Quar- 
ter Masters’ establishments to be sent to the Command- 
ing Engineer. For duty in the batteries: oim Officer 
of Artillery. 


January 28th. 

Making fascines. 

Orders, same as yesterday. For duty in the battery : 
one 0*fficer of Artillery. 


Jamiaiy 29/A. 

Orders, same^as yesterday. For duty in the battery : 
one Officer of Artillery. 

The following was a paper o£ intelligence given this 
day to die Commanding Officer of Artillery : — 

From die Aine gate and the Bansee gate to the Com- 
bher(Komeer) gate,, the water in the ditch is deep. 
From the Aine gate to die Neemdar gate there is very 
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little water, in some places foot, an8 in others some- 
what more. From the Neemdar gate to the Ateel gate, 
the Shumshere gate, and the Muttra gate it is perfectly 
dry. The Policr and Maharaje brigades are stationed 
frotn the Muttra gate to the Slmmsliere gate, with 21 
guns. From the Shumshere gate to the Aine gate there 
is posted one battalion of 200 men of Bappoo Scin- 
deuli, with two guns. At the Ateel gate 3,000 Ally 
Ciholes are encamped, with twelve guns. Rnjah llunjeet 
Sing Ims posted himself at the Aine gate with his De- 
wan, Raj Sing. Buldee Sing, the Rajah’s son, is stati- 
oned at the Neem gate, with one gun ; and Lutchmuoii 
Sing, another son, at the Muttra gate. Rlmnder Sing, 
the eldest son, has the charge of the fort, and a general 
8U))erintendencc of the lines of defence from the Bas- 
seen gate to* the Aine gate. He remains constantly 
prepared with a considerable force.” 

Contiituaiion of' the JournaL 

The General, having received accounts that great 
numbers of the enemy’s troops had inarched with an 
intention of cutting off the supplies expected from 
Agra, moved this morning with the Cavalry remaining 
in camp, the Horse Artillery, H. M.’s 75th Regiment, 
with a battalion of Native Infantry to reinforce Colonel 
Don, and joined him in the afternoon ajt Ore, about 16 
miles from camp. The convoy consisted of 50,000 bul- 
lock loads of grain, SOft heavy carriages laden with am- 
munition, 8,000 rounds ef IB-pounder shot, and six lacs 
of rupees. The Rajah of Bhurtpoor with his auxiliaries, 
Holkar, Meer Khan, and Bapoojee Scindeah, united their 
whole strength of Cavalry on this qpcasioii to cut off the 
convoy, and seven Battalions of the Rajah’s infantry ac- 
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companied their ftrce ; but upon inrormation being ob« 
tained tliat our convoy ivaa reinforced, they were sent 
back to the fort. 

Some of tlie Maliratta horse appeared on the skirts of 
the convoy duriui; its inarch this day, but the great bulk 
and the chiefs moved out as soon as they perceived, by 
General Lake’s direction of route, that he had rounded 
llie town of llhurtpoor, (marching by his left), and was 
moving in the Agra road. General Lake effected his 
junction with Colonel Don, nearly about the same time 
that the first bodies of Mahratta Cavalry from the neigh- 
bourhood of the town arrived on the spot; and from the 
elevation of the village it was an imposing sight to view 
the successive masses of Mahratta horse rolling out of 
the town towards the spot where the Commander in 
6*Juef had tukeii post, interposing himself between them 
and their intended prey, which was seen slowly approach- 
ing through the thick jungle of the road. 

The Caniinander in Chief encamped the detachment 
thus reinforced at Ore, in the form of a square, which 
prevented the enemy making any impression on the 
convoy. 


* Januartf 30rA. 

Orders, same as yesterday. For duty in the batteries: 
one Ofiicer of Artilleiy. 

The convoy and troops marched Ihjs morning at day- 
light in one solid rectangular m^s, the troops formed on 
all sides, and Horse Artillery, and galloper guns on the 
Hanks and rear exposed to incessant petty attacks from 
the enemy’s horse, but scarcely noticing them. They 
fired rockets, and endeavoured to pfoduce confusion, 
but without effect. The General by directing his mavch 
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close along tbe verge of the lake or taundation, wl^iich 
he reached about 3 P* freed one of his flanks from 
molcslation, and the enemy on the right, flank, front, and 
rear, fearful of being intercepted where the lake might 
have cut off their ready retreat to Bhurtpoor, gra- 
duallv drew off about 4. At sunset three miles of 
cl* agerous and uncovered road to camp remained to 
be traversed ; but at dark, no enemy appearing to t-akc 
advantage of the confusion, the convoy made the best 
of its way to camp. The troops, save the rear guards, 
reached it about 8 o’clock; the cattle and carts were 
coming in till late the following morning. The enemy 
isulfered pretty severely from our grape shot and skir- 
mishers. 

Two Captains and one Lieutenant of Artillery, arrived 
in camp this morning. 

Observations, 

f 

The affair of the 23rd occasioned proper precautions 
being taken to prevent the 1 q£ 8 of the second convoy. 
Nothing could have been better planned, or more steadi- 
ly and cooly executed, than the protection of the convoy 
on this occasion. 


January Sls^ 

Batteries and town, as before. ^ 

Orders of the d^y. — Relief of the trenches, same as 
yesterday. Quarter Musters’ establishments and the 
usual guard to be sent to the Commanding Engineer. 
For duty in the batteries: one OfiBlcer of Artillery. 


* February 

Batteries and town^ as before. 
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Orden of the dlEiy.-^ReIief of the treachePf same as 
yesterday. Quarter Masters’, establishments and the 
usual guard to be sent to the Commanding Engineer. 
For duty in the batteries: one Officer of Artiilery. 


February 2nd. 

Batteries and town, as before. 

Orders of the day. — Relief of the as uiual. 

Quarter Masters’ establishments and gnaid to be £:':nt 
t;> tlie Commanding Engineer. A for i.,iug party of 
one Regiment of Dragoons, two of w.ivulry, one of 
‘Native Infantry, and the Horse Artillery, proceeded for 
three days forage. For duty in the batteries : one Offi- 
cer of Artillery. 


• February ‘Jr /. • 

Batteries and town, as before. 

Orders of the day.-— Relief of the trenches, ^9 usual. 
For duty in the batteries: one Officer of Artillery. 


Night between the Ath and bth of February. 

A party of Native Infantry took possession of a gar- 
den with a brick wall round it, close to the village of 
Aine, for the purpose of protecting a reconnoitring par- 
ty, which was to move forward from it in the morning to 
examine the Neemdar gate. 

1. 

Observations. * 

The lost storm took place on the 21st ultimo; on the 
23rd an attempt was made to reconnoitre the Aine gate, 
and it was determined to erect a battery to breach it. 
This determination was however suspend td until it could 
be ascertained whether or not there was any water in 
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that part of the ditch ; from the infondhtion obtained on 
the 24th ultimo^ and for the reasons given in that day's 
journal, this intention was, howevei, £nany given up. An 
interval of eleven days now took place without any fur- 
ther rcconnoisBunce. The cause of this is not explained ; 
but it is un.lcrstood that the attention of the heads of 
the Artilleiy and Engineer depaitments was at this pe- 
riod turned to the construction of boats of wicker work 
covered with hides, rafts buoyed up with oil-skiii casks, 
biidge ladders iloated by barrels, with other expedients 
for passing the wet ditch : but it seems doubtful whether 
any of these could have been successfully applied by a 
storming party exposed to a cross fire in the heat of as- 
sault. 

Much valuable time appears to have been suiTered to 
pass witiiout proper reconnoissance, while neither energy 
nor exeitioii should have been spared to have obtained, 
by evei;^ possible nieans^ full and correct information of 
every part of the enemy’s defences and works. 


February Aih, 

<< Proceeded this morning,” says the Commandant of 
Artillery, “ to within 400 yards of the town wall, and 
about 300 to the left of tlie spot afterwards called Grant’s 
post, wliich lay to the right.— Had a very imperfect view 
of the entrance leading into the Neemdar gate, the trees 
entirely hiding the wall, except a nanow strip below. 
The enemy taking Ihea^wm, drove in their cattle through 
a passage supposed to lead to the gate. The enemy 
fired at the party reconnoitring, which being unable to 
make any discovery of the gate, returned.” 

Orders of thS day .—Relief of«ihe trenches: 100 Eu- 
ropeans and 70p Native Infontry. All Quarter Masters' 
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establishments tcf be sent to the Commanding Engineer. 
For duty in the batteries: one Officer of Artillery. 


Night between the 4th and bth of Februari/. 

As soon as it was dark a party of Europeans abd 
STative Infantry proceeded to the spot reconnoitred from 
during the day, and entrenched themselves so as to form 
a kind of parallel, the right of which lay opposite to the 
Neemdar gate, about 600 yards from the town wall, and 
300 from the rising ground afterwards called Grant's 
post; the left of the parallel was about 400 yards from 
the town ; the line curving from the right towards tha 
town. 


Observations. 

This Is the first time any thing like a paiallel is men* 
tioned, but it was in fact only a narrow trench, supplying 
the place of one. Its being commenced previav.s to the 
erection of batteries indicates, however, that somethinsr 
ill imitation of a regular attack is at length contemplat* 
cd. 


February Sth. 

Worked at the parallel to finish it. The enemy took 
post on the high ground to our right, afterwards called 
Grant’s post, and kept up an annoying fire from guns 
and musketry on the right flank of .the new trenches. 
Old batteries kept iiriiig at the towers of the town, and 
sometimes at the enemy's posts cAitside. 

Orders of tlie day. — Relief of the trenches : 50 Eu* 
ropcans and 600 Native Infantry. Relief of the new 
trenches: 150 Europeans and 600 Native Infantry. 
duty in the batteries: one Officer of Artillery. 

V 2 
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February 6th, * 

The Army changed ground this morning, leaving a 
piquet in the village of Aine, and anotlier in the advanced 
post in its front, and moved into anew position in d south- 
east direction, nearer to the wood to the right of the 
former encampment, about 2,500 yards from the town* 
The enemy’s horse were driven back from the vicinity of 
the new camp, and possession was taken of a village in 
front of its right flank. 

Not being able to obtain any knowledge of the works 
at the Neemdar gate, it was now determined to breach 
the curtain, situated between towers, Nos. 3 and 4. 

Orders of the day. — Relief of the old trenches : 50 
Europeans and 600 Native Infantry. Relief of the new 
trenches: 150 Europeans and 600 Native Infantry. For 
duty in the batteries: one Officer of Atillery. 

ObscfTaiious, 

The Army had been in the old camp more than a 
months the movement to a new ground was a measure 
beneficial to health, while it was convenient to the car* 
rying on of the attack now determined to be made on a 
new front of the fort. 

There is no detail in the journals of any information 
being obtained regarding the ditch of the curtain be- 
tween batteries Nos. 3 and 4; but it appears again deter* 
mined to breach q curtain flanked by bastions, which 
took it in reverse. «* 


Night between the 6th and 1th of February, 
Employed in carrying on and finishing the new pa- 
rallel. Commeitced a battery to. the right of the new 
trenches^ for two 12* pounders and two 41 howitzer field 
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pieces to keep in*check the guns in the enemy’s outposts 
on the high ground to the right. 

A village and bank of a tank^ about 260 yards to the 
front and right of the parallel, forms the left flank, and 
support of a counter-trench or parallel which the enemy 
have thrown up. 

Ohservaliotts. 

This outpost of the enemy which gave cover to seve- 
ral guns and to a considerable body of troops might 
have been seized with advantage. By possessing it the 
enemy’s trenches might have been commanded) and pos* 
sibly turned to some account. 


February 1th* 

Orders of the day.— Relief of the new trenches: 200 
Europeans and 600 Native Infantry. Relief of the old 
trenches: 50 Europeans and 600 Native Infantry. 

Night beizveen ihc 7th and 8th of February. 

Commenced a new breaching battery for four 18 and 
two 21-pounders. Finished the held piece battery 
which was commenced last night, and armed it before 
morning. 

The new breaching battery is situated to the left and 
front of the new parallel, 330 yards from bastion No. 4, 
400 yards from l)astion No. 3, and 430 yards from their 
connecting curtain, which is th^ object to be breached. 

— . . ■ — - M ... t — - ■ 

February 8W. 

A detachment under tlie command of General Smith, 
consisting of the Horse Artillery, H. M.’s 8th, 27th, and 
29th Dragoons, and the 1st, 3rd, and 6th Regiments of 
Bengal Native Cavalry, in all about 1,800 effective mei^ 




marched this day in pursuit of Meer l9ian^ who yester* 
day decamped towards ]V(uttra, and crossed the Jumna 
with his whole army of horse. 

"Since the attack on our convoy of the 29th ultimo/' 
says Major Thorn, "the Rajah, finding the Cavalry of his 
allies invariably defeated whenever they came in contact 
with our troojis, began, it is understood, to be weary of 
an incumbrance which put him to a great daily expense 
of money and provisions, and yet effected nothing in his 
favour. His discontent broke out into open complaints, 
the several chiefs attempted lo screen their respective 
forces from blame, and widened the breach by throAving 
reflections ou each otlicr. It Avas this contention that 
determined Meer Khan to separate himself from the 
rest, for the purpose of plundering the Brilish possession 
in Khohilcund, his native district, where he expected to 
be joined by many turbulent characters, who viewed the 
recent establishment of the British government in that 
province, lately obtained from the Nawaiib of Oude, as 
fatal to their interests.” 

Meer Khan seems also to have been tneou raged to this 
enterprize by the peculiar situation in which General 
I.nkc's Army now stood : defeated in two assaults, it pro- 
bably appeared to him unlikely that any force could 
possibly be spared to act separately against him without 
causing the siege to be raised, and this he was aware, 
from the characterof General Lake, was a very impro- 
bable contingency. - • 

Orders of the day.— Relief of thetrenchqs: 200 15u- 
ropeahs and one Battalion of Native Infantry. Relief of 
the old trenches : 50 Europeans and one Bnttalion of 
Native Infantry Foraging party: one Battalion of 
Native Infantry, the whole of theHindoostance Refugeci 
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Cavalry ofF duty^ six troops and three galloper guns of 
Native Cavalry. The Field OiBcer of the day is in fu- 
ture to discharge the duties of General Officer of the 
camp. 

The Geiierd Officer of the trenches is in future .to 
take up his station in the new trenches; and the senior 
Officer on duty in the old trenches to attend at Head 
Quarters every evening at 5 o^clock for instructions. 

Observations. 

There were now only two weak Ilcgiments of Cavalry 
in camp. 


Night between tite 8tk and Dili of Februanj. 
Working at the new breaching battery. 


February [)th. 

Onlars of the day. — Relief of the old trenches: oO 
Europeans and ono Battalion of Native IiifaiiTry. lle- 
lief of the new trenches: 200 Europeans and one Bat- 
talion of Native Infantry. All Quarter Masters' esta- 
blishments under the usual guard to be sent to tlic 
Commanding Engineer at 7 o’clock to-morrow morning. 
The bicld Ollicer of the day to order the guard. 


Sight hctiveen the 9(h and 10//* of February. 
Finished the new broaching battery, and armed it with 
four 18 and two 2i’pouiiders. , • 

Erected a battery for four 5 \-lnch mortars behind a 
mound of dt^th, about 150 yards* to the left of the new 
breaching battery, close to a dry tank which is situated 
between the Sand-hill post and the battery. This tank 
is about 400 yards froln the saud hill. * 
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.Six 18-poandera were left in the former breaching 
battery^ as much to distract the attention of the enemy 
and lead them to imagine' it was our intention to open 
the last breach (now built up), as to fire upon tower No. 
3, ^nd the screen covering the Aine gate, which extend- 
ed up to the town, affording a parajiet for numerous* 
marksmen, who kept up a fire of matchlocks on the new 
lines of attark. 

The uiree 1 2-pounder field pieces stationed ia the 
right branch of ?*ie old trenches, were left to direct their 
fire on the same object 

This night a trench of approach, from the left of the 
new breaching battery towards the new mortar battery 
at the dry tank and depot, was commenced upon. 

, Ohcnalious, 

If the 5J-inch mortar battery had been thrown more 
for JO as to command a plunging fire on the breach 
previous to the stonii, or on it and its defence during the 
npproncli to an assault, it might have been of utility. 

Although NO intention of attacking the front former- 
ly breached existed, yet six battering guns out of twelve 
are engaged on that side of the fort, while the defences 
of the front really attacked, are left uninjured. • 


February 10/A. 

In the morning the new breaching bKttery opened on 
the curtains, between baiftions Nos. 3 and 4, which it was 
intended to breach, bpt it could scarcely be seen, the 
trees in front of the battery intercepting ti# view. 

The four S^-inch mortars also opened this day, being 
answered from the town by several guns on towers Nos. 
1, 3, 4 and 5. 
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The batteries erf the old trenches answered tlie gnns 
of No. 3 bastion, and the musketry from the screen of 
the Aine g^ate. 

The fire of the field piece battery to the right of the 
new parallel, was also directed on the enemy’s guns -in 
that quarter, as often as fired, or as they could be seen, 
which was seldom, as they were shifted from place to 
place. 

Orders of the day. — ^Relief of the old trenches : 60 
Europeans and one Battalion of Native Infantry. Relief 
of the new trenches: 200 Europeans and one Battalion 
of Native Infantry. 

Observations. 

Much of our fire was directed upon oljects not very 
worthy of attention, and we are again precipitate in 
attempting to breach before the counter-scqrp is thrown 
down, or the works are advanced to the crest of the 
glacis. 

• 

February ] \th. 

Batteries and town, as yesterday. 

By 12 at noon the trees which intercepted the view of 
the breach, were cleared of their tops, and the rampart 
of tha curtain appeared beaten down into a fine practi* 
cable breach. 

The town kept np a smart fire, saluting the battery 
with showers of *grape from the opposite bastions. The 
enemy’s battery also, on the right cif the new parallel, 
kept up a smart fire on the worlds within its range. 

This day* Major General Jones, with a detachment of 
the Bombay Army, viz. two companies of Artillery, 
eight companies of His Majesty’s 66th, and the whole 
of His Majesty’s 86£h Regiments of foot — four Batta- 
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liona of Bombay Native Infaatry-— two 12-pounders^ 
two howitzers; and twelve 6-pounderfieId pieces— a troop 
of Bombay Cavalry, and*500 irregular horse, in all about 
700 European and 2,400 Native Infantry and Cavalry, 
joined the Army. 

Orders of the day. — ^Relief of the old trenches : SO 
Europeans and one Battalion Native Infantry. Relief of 
the new trcuch<:s: 200 Europeans and one Battalion of 
Native Infantry. AH Quarter Masters* establishments 
with the usual guard to be sent to the Commanding En- 
gineer to-morrow piorning at 7 o’clock. 

Observations^ 

At noon the slope of the breach appeared, to the Oflfi- 
cer commanding the Artillery, practicable for the troops 
to ascend; but as the trenches for covering the advance 
of the storming party were notcompleicd, the advaucf^d 
parallel not commenced upon, nor the enemy’s works 
which delended the breacli destroyed, no assault could 
have been given with any better chance of success 
than before. This breach was lliere^ore made as prema- 
turely as either of the two former. 

Volleys of grape continued to be showered on the 
batteries from the enemy’s bastions, and the guns in 
their outposts on the right of the new parallel, in a 
great degree enfiladed that trench, checked only occasi- 
onally by the field pieces stationed in it.^ 

Night between the fl/A and ]2tk of ¥ebruanj* 

A trench of approach was commenced this night, di- 
rected towards tower No. 3; the approach is only in- 
leiirlefl to enable Jlie storming party to get pretty near 
tu the rlitcJi, under cover from tlie*nneiny’s fire. 
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* Ohservaiions. 

Trenches to cover the advance of the storming party 
ought to have been finished previous to forming the 
breach. This trench was too directly turned upon the 
fort, and subjected to enfilade ; and the enemy’s defences 
in front not having been destroyed^ commanded it. 


February \2th 

At daybreak it was discovered that the enemy had 
raised a thick mud wall in rear of the new breach, for the 
purpose of thickening the rampart on that point, in or- 
der that the ends or trunks of the trees to be used as 
the stockade might have film hold in it. The battery 
directed its fire for the purpose of destroying this de- 
fence. 

* Orders of the day. — Relief of the old trenches: 50 
Europeans and one Battalion of Native Infantry. Re- 
lief of the new trenches : 200 Europeans and ope Batta- 
lion of Native Infantry. 

The 2nd Battalion 2nd Regiment is ordered to return 
to camp at 4 o’clock this afternoon; and the village of 
Mallaw is in future to be occupied by two companies 
and two G-i>ounder3 from the Bombay Army. Quarter 
MasterS’ erttablishments with the usual guard to be sent 
to the Comnnndins: Eiisrineer’s tent to-morrow morning 
at 7 o’clock. The Commanding Engineer is directed to 
attend atllLdd Quarters daily at I o’clock. 

Obeervatione. 

• 

A miuketry fire on the breach not having been esta- 
blished, the enemy fortified it as usual by stockading 
during tbs night, and (he previous proceedings were, as 
in former instances, rendered nugatory. ^ 
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Night between the I2th and \3th"of February. 

Trench of approach carried on and deepened. 

February 13/A. 

^At daybreak it was perceived that the enemy had 
completely btockuded the breach . 

The battery again employed in clearing away the 
earth and timbers of the stockade, and in battering down 
the wall; fired occasionally at the bastions which on the 
enemy’s side was returned by guns drawn back into the 
area of the towers as soon as fired, in this situation our 
guns could not reach them.^ 

The town fire I as usual, and was answered by the 
battery and posts in the old trenches. 

Orders of tlie day. — Relief of the old trenches: 60 
Europeans }nd one Battalion of Native Infantry. Relief 
of the new trenches : 2U0 Europeans and one Battalion 
of Native Infantry. 

All Qfiarter Masters’ establishments with the usual 
guard to be sent to the Coiiimandiiig Engineer, at 
7 o’clock to-morrow morning. 

Observations, 

For want of means to prevent the enemy resorting to 
this obvious and easy mode of defence, the firstrbreach 
was thrice stockaded, the second five times, and the third 
was now stockaded for the second time. 

hight betmen the 13/A and 14/ A Vebninry, 

Batleiies for one 10-inch and three 8-inch mortars 
were erected this night: that for the 8-inch mortars close 

* Had onr howitzers been placed on the line of the capitals of the 
bastions produced, shells from thence, by plunging into the area of the 
bastions, would have rendered the drawing back of their guns a 
measure of littte safety to the enemy, — Compiler. 
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to the left of the mew breaching battery, but on the 
opposite side of the trench; that for the 10-inch mortar 
on the right of the new breaching battery. 

Observations. 

Four mortars were not capable to produ. ^ ; 
in the way of Bombardment. Wu may Iici- 
that he prolongation of the capital of the bistioi., . 
pears to ua, the most proper line of fire for sueii mor- 
tar batteries. Where there is no rownee or fon^bra*', 
the body and neck of the bastions of a HindoosUinee 
fortification, are generally the spots on which guns are 
lodged, and form places of arms. The curtains seldom 
contain guns, and but few men, except mere marksmen. 
The bastions are not only from their form more exposed 
tlfan the curtains to a plunging fire of morlars, bit as 
they generally contain the enemy’s principal resouices, 
seem to us to be the objects most worthy of such a fire. 

February 14/A. 

In the morning it was discovered that the enemy, had 
again stockaded the breach as well as repaired the em- 
brazures of the towers adjoining it. 

Battories employed in clearing away these repairs, 
and in taking off the defences of the neck of tower No. 3. 

Opened this morning the new mortar batteries on the 
right, and left of the new breacliing battery. 

Several attempts have been made by individuals to 
get up to the ditch, but the nights being moonlight no 
one it is believed ventured very near it. 

Orders of the day. — Relief of the old trenches : 50 
Europeans and one Battalion of Native Infantry. Relief 
of the new trenches; 200 Europeans and one Battalion 
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of Native Infantry. All Quarter Llastcrs’ establish** 
ments^ and the usual guard to be sent to-morrow morn* 
ing at 1 1 o’clock to the Commanding Engineer. 

• ObservatioNS, 

Since the commencement of the siege, this is the 1 1th 
time the enemy 1ms stockaded the breach, in consequence 
of the want so often noticed of a preventive fire. 


Night between the \Ath and \&th of February, 
Pushed on the trench of approacli towards tower 
No. 3, occasionally saluted with grape shot from the bas- 
tion. Began a sand-bag battery in the approach, for 
two 12 pounder field pieces to take off the defences of 
the fiank, and neck of tower No. 4: this battery is !£/) 
yards distant from tower No. 3. 


February 

Operations on both sides, as yesterday. 

Orders of the day. — ^Relief of the old trenches: 50 
Europeans, and one Battalion of Native Infantry. Relief 
of the new trenches : 200 Europeans, and one Battalion 
of Native Infantry. All Quarter Masters' es'lablish- 
ments and the usual guard to be sent to the Commanding 
Engineer at 7 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


Night between the \bth and 16fA of February, 
Trench of approach carried 60 yards directly forward 
from the left of the new sand-h^, battery towards the 
ditch of the curtain between towers No. 3 and 4. The 
12-pounders sand-bag battery finished thb night. 
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* February 16f/«. 

The two 12-pounder field pieces in the sand-bag 
battery opened this morning on the flank and neck oC 
lower No. 4. Other operations on both sides, same as 
yesterday, and batteries kept beating down the stockade. 

This day the Cavalry grass-cutters under an escort of 
30 troopers were attacked, and 10 troopers killed and 
wounded, besides many grass-cutters cut up by the enemy. 

Orders of the day. — ^Relief of the old trenches : 60 
Europeans and one Battalion of Native Infantry. Relief 
of the new trenches: 200 Europeans and one Battalion 
of Native Infantry. All Quarter Masters’ establish- 
ments with the usual guard to be sent to the Comraandiug 
Engineer to-morrow. 

• Flight between the 16 /A and ilth of Fehruarg, 

Approach carried on towards No. 3, tower bastion. 
As the defences of the tower in front of this approach 
were not sulEciuntly destroyed, it was made in some parts 
from 10 to 12 feet deep, in order to avoid the command’^ 
ing enfilade which was maintained upon it. 


February \lthn 

ririBg on both sides, continued as before. 


Night between the \lth and ISfA of February', 
Approach tow;.rds tower, No. 3, caziied on 46 yards. 
About this time the gallery of mine to blow in the 
counter-scarp was commenced dpon in a part of this 
trench. 


February ISth. 

Firing on both sides, as yesterday. 
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Night between the 18^& and I9th of ’February • 
Bftgan a sand-bag battery about 70 yards from tower 
Ko. 3« to afford shelter Tor two 6-pouuder field pieces, 
which were intended to be placed in it, who'-^ever the 
sti^rm should be ordered^ to silence the gun? ia the gorge 
of tower TSo. 4. Trench of approacii caiTied on 20 
yards, and a small parallel commenced at the end of it. 


tebrnary 19M. 

Early this morning the unfinished sand-bag battery 
was assaulted by the enemy, who, accompanied by coo- 
lies and women, emptied the sand-bags, and carried a 
great part of them away into the town, thereby destroy- 
ing the battery. 


Obsercatiomm , 

. ^ • 

Previous to carrying on so direct an advance of the 
trench as mentioned in the journal of the night between 
the 15th dnd 16th instant, a proper place of arms ought 
to have been established to defend it; the want of this, 
together with the trench itself being.Bo very narrow and 
deep, without banquette steps, and directly enfiladed by 
the fort, will account for this truly mortifying success of 
the enemy. 


Night between the \9th and 29th tf February. 

. Working at the trench of approach towards tower 
No. 3, and the parallel q)b the end of it. Our working 
party left their work sothe time before daybreak, and se- 
veral of the enemy crept into the end of the approach, 
and remained tberp. 

.The General having now determined to storm the 
breach as soon Sa the batteries hed suflSciently cleared 
the stodmde, the following arrangements were made--* 
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Three eolantnl were ordered for the attack: the left 
column commanded by Lient. Colonel Don, to assault the 
breach; the second column under Captain Grant of the 
Bombay divisioni to carry the enemy’s outposts, entrench- 
ments, and guns on the right and front of our new 
parallel, and to endeavour to enter the town along with 
the fugitives; while the right column, commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, second in couiuiand of the 
Bombay troops, was to attack and blow open the Beem 
Narrain gate, or make an entrance by escalading the wall 
at that point. The left column consisted of all the Eu- 
ropean corps ill the camp of the Bengal Army, and the 
whole of the Ist and 2iid Battalions of the 12th| aud the 
Ist Battalion 15ih llegiment of Bengal Native Infantry. 
The centre column, of 200 men of 11. M.’s 86th Regi- 
nient, and the whole of the 1st Battalion 8th Re^meni 
of Native Infantiy. The left column, of 200 men of H. 
M.’s 65th Regiment, and two Battalions of Bombay 
Native Infantry. 


February 20tk. 

About daylight the Europeans of the priucipal or left 
column anived at the trenches, being ordered to occupy 
the dry* tank to the left of the new breaching battery, 
where they were to remain sheltered by the bank, until 
ordered for the assault, when they were to occupy the 
left approach, and sally out from^tbc little parallel at the 
end of next to tower No. 3, ahd thence move to the 
breach. * 

This party had only just reached their destination, 
when the whole of our trenches were attacked by the 
enemy: those at the oh! batteries but faintly. The at- 
tack was supposed to have been occasioned by the en^ 
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my seeing some of onr scaling ladders the trenches; 
it was supported by those, who, in tl.e early part of the 
morning, had previously taken possession of our small 
advanced parallel, llunniug along the top of theapproach 
with pikes, spears, and swords, the enemy jumped into 
our trenches, and killed and wounded several. Lieu* 
tenant Stiiarf, of H. M.’s 7.5th, was killed on this occa- 
sion. The enemy advanced, fighting desperately, and 
drove the Europeans back three different times, till met 
by the gallant ffaukers of H. M.'s 22nd, who stopped- 
their progress and repulsed them. The trench being 
very deep and narrow, unprovided with banquette steps 
to enable our men to level over, or to ascend it, our 
troops were not able to close with the enemy, and unable 
to use either tlieir bayonets or muskets with effect: they 
foiight'under great disadvantage. 

Tlic approach to the left of the new breaching battery 
nearest leaver No. 3, was carried by the enemy sword 
in hand, and they kept possession of the small parallel 
at the end of it, and of the unfinished mine gallery the- 
greater part of the day. 

The three Battalions of Native Infantry belonging to 
the left column, destined for the assault of the breach, 
moved into the trenches at 3 P. M. At 4 P. iVl. the 
centre column being already engaged in attacking tlie 
enemy’s outposts outside the town, and this being the 
(Signal for the storming party to advance, the left column 
was ordered to move Out of tlic trenches. The Euro- 
peans forming the head of the column were ordered to 
sally forth from the little parallel at the end of the left 
approach, anti the Native Infantry were ordered to follow 
them from that point to tlie breach. It was intended that 
fifty men carrying fascines should precede the Europeansjt 
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and throwing the fascines into the ditch, should wheel 
outwards, and spread themselves on tlie glacis, to keep up 
a fire of musketiy on the breach, while the rest of the 
party proceeded to the assault. But owing to the imper- 
fect construction of the parallel — to the enfilading fire 
kept up upon the approach — to an idea which the men 
readily caught, that the enemy, during tlie considerable 
time tliey had been in possession of the extremity of the 
trench in the morning, might have established a mine of 
their own in our unfinished gallery — to the gloom spread 
by the distracted conduct and the dismal and discon- 
raging groans of the wounded and dying, who, after 
the sally in the morning, had been left, some wander- 
ing about the trenches, others lying exposed to the 
enemy’s fire. The Europeans in front would not move 
out; whWii the Ni.tive troops in their rear, owing to the 
narrowness of the trench, could not get on, till they had 
passed. Some of the tlaukers of H. M/s 2:lnd advan 
ced to the most forward point of the approach, which 
remained in our possession; but not being supported 
by the other European corps, they retired. 

The two Battaliuns of the I2th Regiment of Native 
Infantry were now ordered out, and, led on gallantly by 
Colonel Don and their Oflicers, moved out from the right 
of the new breaching battery, and pushed on to the 
ditch, accompampd by two 0- pounders under Lieutenant 
Swiney, to fire grape at the defences. ■ 

Instead of proceeding to the 'breach, (which a tall 
sepoy by running into the ditch had shewn to be cut ofi' 
by deep water as before), the column moved to the near- 
est damaged or rugged point, viz. the tower bastion, No. 
4, and here descending into the ditch, which was found 
to have little water in it, they scrambled up, assisting 

G 2 
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their steps by laying hold of the shrub% growing on the 
face of the bastion. 

Having ascended as far as the slope of the tower and 
the assistance derived from the roots and wild bushes 
enabled them, most of the column stopped ; some how- 
ever got even to the summit. The colours of the 12th 
Regiment of Native infantry, were placed near the sum- 
mit, but sufficient numbers could not get up to maintain 
by united efforts a footing at the top. 

No order or entreaty could induce those who had not 
clambered the tower, and others who stood in crowds 
below, to turn the foot of the tower, or push on to the 
breach in the curtain. 

The party remained on the face of the tower, opposed 
by the enemy with spears, logs of wood, tire pots, and 
Other ‘missifesi and after being exposed for nearly an 
hour and a half, they were ordered down, and all at once 
the wholo ran back to the battery. 

The Europeans kept close to the left of the approach, 
until the Native Infantry mounted the tower. Some 
then ftmeied the place taken, and moving out of the 
trenches, about forty of them pushed alter the sepoys — 
one was blown away by a gun as he boldly entered the 
embrasure of the tower, and another was cut to pieces in 
reaching the summit — those who escaped, returned at 
the same time with the sepoys. , 

The enemy resisted principally by throwing earthen 
vessels full of powder, supplied with a quickmatch. 
They did not appear iA great force at the breach ; the at- 
tack of the right column had distracted their attention, 
and alarmed them. 

Soon after tlie assault was made, a mine was sprung 
by the enemy .in tlie breach, and three others in the 
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couaier-scarp : but these did no harm. The breach was, 
indeed^ thereby rendered larger and easier of access; and 
if the European troops had at tliis moment pushed out 
from the left of the trenches* and proceeded boldly after 
their Officers* in as gallant a manner as the Native In- 
fantry* the sepoys who stood in crov;ds at the bottom of 
tower No. 4* would also probably have moved on* and 
either have assaulted the flank of tower No. 3* or sup- 
ported the Europeans in carrying the breach. 

The centre column* consisting of 200 men of H. M.’s 
86th foot* and one Battalion of Bengal Native Infantry* 
(1st Battalion 8th Regiment)* who had gone down to the 
trenches in the forenoon* moved out shortly afterS o'clock 
as had been ordered* and carried the entrenchments and 
batteries on the high ground to the right of .the ne.w pa* 
rallel. Pursuing the fugitives* ibis party pushed on to the 
walls of the town* and were nearly getting into the place* 
the enemy being just able to close their gales on the 
foremost of the column* which* (not having any guns)* 
was unable to open them by force. Eleven guns were 
captured in the enemy’s outposts* of which possession 
was taken* and the column here established themselves 
on the broad dry margin of the tank or pond covered by 
its bank. This post was called* from the Officer com- 
manding this column of attack* Grant’s post." 

Lieutenant Colonel Taylor’s column* consisting of 300 
men of II. M.’s 65th foot* and ty[p Battalions of Bom- 
bay Native Infantry* were to havd attacked the Beem 
Narrain gate further to our right** but having lost their 
scaling ladders* and having had one of their 12-pounders 
dismounted by a shot from the town* considering it 
impracticable to force 'the gateway* they retreated to 
camp. 
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In the evening, it having been reposed to the Com- 
mander in Chief by soma Officers in his confidence, that 
if tower No. 4, got half a day’s battering, it might be 
easily stormed, it was ordered by His Excellency to be 
battered. 

The Commander m Chief addressed the following re-* 
ports to Government : — 

7o JJis lixccllcnn/ the Most lioble Marqum Wellesley f 
(jcmernor General, ^fc. 

•' Mv Loan, 

“ 1 am much concerned to inform your Lordship, that 
the troops h.ivc been mi&ncr.cssful in an attempt which 
was made to carry the town of Bhurtpoor by assault 
Ihi.^ afternoon. 

^^I^shuU b^Lve the honour to inform your Lordship as 
soon as possible of the particulars of this affair, and the 
loss which has been sustained. 

“ Several guns belonging to the enemy on the outside 
of the walls have been taken, and 1 have sanguine hopes 
that in a very abort time 1* shall be enabled to renew the 
attack with every possibility of success.” 

1 have the honour, &c. &c. 

(Signed) G. LAKE.” 

Jo Jlis Excellency the Most Noble Marquess Wellesley, 
Governor General, Isc. fic. 

‘*MyLord> ^ 

My despatch of^the 20th will have informed your 
Lordship of our failure that day in an attempt to carry 
Bhurtpoor by assault. 

“ I have now the honour to detail for your Lordship’s 
information the plans which were formed to insure, if 
possible, the success of the attempt. 
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The stormiif^ party under the orders of Lieutenant 
Colonel Don, was formed of the greatest part of the 
European force belonging to the Bengal Army, and three 
Battalions of Sepoys. 

“One column, composed of 200 of H. M.*s 8Cth 
Regiment from the Bombay division, and the Ist Batta- 
lion 8th Regiment Bengal Native Infantry, under Cap-, 
tain Grant, of the former corps, were ordered to attack 
the enemy’s trenches and guns outside the town; whilst 
a third column, composed of 200 of 11. M.’s Goth Re- 
giment, and two Battalions of Bombay sepoys, march'jd 
to attack the Beeui Narrain gate, which from every 
report I had received, was easy of access for guns, &c. 

“ The signal for the stonning party to move out was 
the conunencemeiii of Ca[)tain Grunt’s attack on the 
enemy's trenches, which took pin re a liUle before 4 
o’clock 111 the afternoon. 

“ Cuptaiu Grant’s colinnu was co in pi otely successful, 
and got iinniodiatc possession of the enemy o guns, ele- 
ven ill number, all of which have boon brought into 
camp. The gallant conduct of Captain Grant and his 
party merits praise. 

“ I am sorry that neither of the other columns suc- 
ceedeef. Lieutenant Colonel Don’s was unfortunately 
delayed by some unexpected circumstances, and on its 
arrival at the dit^h, it was found to contain such a depth 
of water as- to rendjr it impossible to gain the breach. 
The troops immediately attempted to ascend by the bas< 
tioii, but the obstacles they met with were of so serious a 
nature, that their utmost efforts w'ere unsuccessful, tliougli 
the colours of the 12th Native Infantry were planted 
within a short distance from the top. '' 
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The column from the Bombay division under Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Taylor, notwithstanding every exertion, 
could not effect its object. They were considerably de- 
layed in their march by a large body of the enemy’s 
home, and by a mistake on the part of their guide, were 
Very early exposed to a most heavy and destructive fire 
from the town, which by destroying their ladders, ren- 
dered the attack on the gate impracticable, and obliged 
Lieutenant Colonel Taylor to withdraw his men under 
cover, until he received orders to return to camp. 

1 feelit my duty to assure your Lordship that, though 
unfortunately not crowned with success, the exertions of 
Colonel Don were meritorious and gallant in the extreme, 
and I feel under infinite obligations to that Officer. 

I have the honour, 8cc. &c. 

(Signed) G. LAKE ” 
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Nafnes of Officers Idlled, wounded, and mminff, 
KILLED. 

H. M.*s 75lh Regiment — Lieutenant A. Stuart. 

WOUNDED. 

Artillery — Captain .1. Nelly; Lieutenant G. Swiney, 
and Conductor Whale. 

11. M.*a U5th Regiment — Captain Bales; Jiiciitenants 
BateSj and Hutchins. 

U. M.’s 75th Regiment — Captain W. Boyce; Lieute- 
nants Hamilton, and Mansell. 

IjiiTopeaii Regiment —(since dead) Lieut. Moore. 

8th Native Regiment — (since dead) Lieut. Kerr. 

1st Battalion 12th Regiment — Major J. Radcliffb; 
Lieutenants C, Boyne, and J. Taylor. 

2iid Batt. 12th Regiment — Captain Fletcher; Lieute* 
tenaills J. Barkeri J. Drysdale, and J. Aymcr. . 

1st Battalion 15th Regiment — Lieutenants 11. Sibley, 
and W. D. Turner. 

2nd Battalion 22nd Regiment — Ca))tain Griffiths, and 
Lieutenant Blackney. 

Pioneer Corps — Lieutenant A. liOckett. 

Bombay division, 1st Grenadiers — Captain Steele. 

Ditto Ist Batt. 3rd llegt. — Capt. Kemp. 

Ditto 1st ditto 9th ditto — Capt. Hadding- 

ton ; and Lieutenant Morrison. 

Observations. 

In reviewing the proceedings since the last assault, 
we find an interval of a montj^ between the 2nd and 
3rd attempt to storm the place. , 

The first two weeks after the 21st Janpary, passed 
away in obtaining #BUch provisions and military stores, 
as were necessary to support the Amy in prosecutmg 
the siege — ^in devising means wherewith to pass the . wet 
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ditch^in arranging plans and Bxing %ipon points of at- 
tack, constantly varying vrith every feeble and imperFect 
reconnoissabce, and in accumulating materials for new 
batteries and trenches. 

FiFicen days previous to the third assault the Army 
took up a new position, and broke ground for a new at- 
tack. Small as our means were, they were rendered 
still more inefficient by being' directed to two distinct 
''..cca of the town. — The old attack was not abandoned, 
although the new one alone required much more Artil- 
lery than the Ar/ny possessed; the third breaching bat- 
tery \vai« oy)cne(i, t^ve days after breaking ground on the 
new front; and the hresich itself was considered practi- 
cable Icti prcriotis to ihc assauit. The enemy had 
therefore so much lime given him to prepare for defence. 
The breachiftg baltt*.ry opened, as on former occasions, 
without a lino of fire being established to keep the 
breach optiii during tlir night, and the enemy again re- 
gularly presented a stockade every morning — mortar 
battciics wore erected ; bgt with as little advantage as 
before — a battery to destroy the parapet defending the 
breach was completed ; but it was a battery of field 
pieces — an approach to cover the troops when marching 
to the storm was advanced; but subjected to capture by 
not being furnished with proper banquette steps, and 
not being defended by a proper paralli^I, as well as by 
being turned so as to be directly commanded by an 
enfilading fire from tho garrison — ^and this unfinished 
road, in place of being roomy and capacious, was a mere 
pathway at the bottom of a narrow ditch (if we may so 
speak), in some places above 10 feet deep. 

In the proceedings of this period a whole month was 
wasted to no purpose; a third series of ill-concertcd 
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operations being olosed with a premature^and therefore 
unsuccessful attack. 

The early proceedings on the occasion of this third 
attack bear the stamp of regularity; but the impati- 
ent spirit which urged former operations soon shewed 
itself in this. In opening a breaching battery belbre 
an advanced parallel had been effected — in or(leriii;{ 
an assault before the trenches were properly widened, 
or the advanced one properly banquetted — in storming 
the place before the escarp was breached, the coiintei- 
scarp blown in, or the descent into the diicU in fiont 
of the breach otherwise effected : — in all Lhis we trace 
for the third time an expectation of possession being 
obtained solely by the valour of the troops, and for the 
first time we find this expectation unwarranted by the 
conduct of a portion of the European soldiery; .while 
the Native Infantry, possessed perhaps with a spirit of 
greater attachment to their Officers, with less .reflection 
than their European brethren, left them behind and gal- 
lantly pushed on to the breach. 

On this occasion 22 Europeans, and a like nuiiiber of 
Native Officers, and 835 rank and file were killed and 
wounded: a great, but fruitless expenditure of xaluable 
life. • 


^ight between the 20th and 2lst of Februar f, 

All the embrazures of the new breaching battery, 
which did not bear upon tower "So A, were in the course 
of this night turned towards it. • 


February 2l5f. 

'' Impressed with deep concern at wLat had happened 
yesterday, the Commepder in Chief,” says Major 
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Thorn, appeared upon the Parade this mormiQ^, and 
addressed the European Troops in terms of aflectiunate 
regret. He expressed his sorrow that by not following 
their Officers, they had yesterflay lost.tlie laurels which 
had been gained on so many previous occasions ; hut, 
that being yet willing to give them an opportunity of 
retrieving their reputation, he now called on such as 
chose to volunteer to step out.” 

“ They volunteered,” he adds, " to a man;” and Lieu- 
tenant Templeton offered to lead the forlorn hope: '200 
men were selected for this purpose to each of whom a 
reward of 100 rupees was promised, if the storm proved 

successful. 

In the morning the new breaching battery directeil its 
fire, as had been ordered, upon tower No. 4, as well as 
occasionally upon the breach and flank of No. 3. The 
breach did not appear to have been much repaired during 
the nluht.* 

A L 2 o’clock it was observed that the upper part of 
tower No. 4, was still steep, and this was particularly 
reported by the senior Officer of Artillery. Hut as it 
was thought, that by winding round the tower to the 
point where its flank joined the neck, (the slope of 
which had been made more easy than it originally had 
been by the fire from the two 12-pounders in the left 
trench), the troops might probably mvke their way up 
the flank of the tower, while others pushed on to the 
breach. The General ^determined to order a fourth as- 
sault, which accordingly took place about 4 P. M. 

The storming party consirsted of H. M/s Goth, 76th, 
and 86th Regiments; the flank companies of H, M.’s 
22nd; the Ist ^ttalion 2nd, and IGth Regiments of 
Native Infantry, and the Bombay Grenadier Battalion, 



S^ge gf Bkwrtpcor. 95 

the’ whole headed Iby the European troops, and com- 
xnanded by Colonel Monson. In passing the General, 
the party greeted him with cheers. They moved regula rly 
and boldly to tower No. 4 , and attempted to ascend it; 
but this bastion was, (as reported), extremely steep. The 
gap which had been made in its lower extremities, shel- 
tered those who could avail themselves of its protection ; 
but there was no possibility of getting from thence to the 
summit in sufficient numbers. 

Several of the soldiers drove their bayonets into the 
earthen rampart, one above another, and endeavoured by 
these steps to reach the top, bat they were knocked down 
by logs of wood, powder pots, large shot, and various 
missiles from above; others attempted to get up by the 
shot holes, which the guns had here and there made ; 
but as only two at the most could advance abreast in 
this way, those who ventured were soon killed, and when 
one man fell, he brought down witli him all who were 
immediately beneath. All this time the enemy on the 
bastion kept up a sweeping and destructive fire. Lieu- 
tenant Templeton, who volunteered to head the party 
was killed just as he had planted the colours near the 
summit, and Major Menzies, who on obtaining leave 
from the Commander in Chief, had flown to the field of 
action, was slain after having actually gained the perilous 
eminence of the Ijreach. 

The Engineer Officer, Ensign Jones, placed two short 
ladders on the walls of the tower, which reached to the 
top of it; but no one mounted them — the number of 
ladders being insufficient for any united attempt at esca- 
lade. 

During tliis struggle . several efforts Were made to as- 
cend the curtain and other places, wherever the soldiers 
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could discern an opening that promised them a chance of 
success; the enemy keeping up an incessant fire of grape, 
and the people on the Walls continually throwing down 
ponderous pieces of timber, and flaming packs of cotton, 
previously dipped in oil, followed by pots filled with 
gunpowder and other combustibles, the explosion of 
which had a terrible efiect. The struggle was carried 
on with the most determined resolution on both sides, 
and our troops evinced throughout the conflict, an asto* 
nishing degree of courage ; but at length intimidated by 
the fierce opposition of the enemy, and concluding that 
further attempts were hopeless, after two hours arduous 
n id unparalleled exertion, they relinquished the attempt 
and returned to the trenches. 

To-day, as on the former occasion, no man moved 
Touncl the foot of the tower towards its flank or onwards 
towards the breach, Major Menzies excepted, who lost 
his life in the attempt. 

On the orders for retreat being given, the storming, 
party ran down the face of the tower to the batteries ; 
the enemy firing furiously from fire arms, and guns loaded 
with grape. The scaling ladders, and many of the 
wounded, were left behind. 

The British loss on this occasion amounted to 29 Eu* 
ippean and 23 Native Ofiicers, and 933 rank and file 
killed and wounded : making a loss of 96 Officers and 
1,768 men in two days. 

The Commander in Chief this day addressed the foI« 
lowing reports to Government: — 
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To HU Excelkncjpthe Most Noble Marquess Wellesley ^ 
Governor Generali 
"My Lord, 

. " I have sincere grief in reporting to your Lordship 
that a fourth attempt was made to carry the town of 
Bhurtpoor by assault this day» which has proved unsuc- 
cessful; notwithstanding all possible exertion was made 
by all description of troops engaged, their efforts proved 
useless, and they were obliged to retire. 

" Detailed accounts will be forwarded to your Lord- 
ship to-morrow.” 

" I have the honour, 8cc. See. 

(Signed) G. LAKE.*' 

To Hk Excellency the Most Noble Marquess Wellesley^ 

Gootruor General, dfc. dfc. 

" My Lord, 

" My despatches of yesterday’s date will have con- 
veyed to your Lordship our want of success in a fourth 
attempt made to carry this place with assault. 

" As it appeared that our failure on the 20th was to be 
accounted for, in a great measure, by the unexpected ac- 
cidents and delays, as part of the corps who fonned the* 
stonniiig party had surmounted the principal difficulty, 
and had nearly gained tlie summit of the bastion, where, 
i was informed, a few more hours battering would render 
the ascent perfectly easy. I determined to make anotlier 
attempt yesterday. • • 

" The party for this service, consisted of the whole of 
the European force and two Battalions of Native Infantry 
of the Bengal Army — the greater part of H. M.’s both 
and 86tb Regiments, and the Grenadier^ Battalion and 
flank companies of the W Battalion 3rd Regiment 
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from the Bombay diviaioii. The whol^ moved on to the 
attack about 3 o’clock in the afternoon, under the com* 
mand of the Honourable Brigadier Monson. 

The troops, most confident of success, commenced 
the attack and persevered in it for a considerable length 
of time, with the moat determined bravery ; but their 
utmost exertions were not sufficient to gain the top of 
tlie breach : the bastion which was the point of attack 
was extremely steep — the resistance opposed to them 
was vigorous — and, as our men could only mount by 
small parties at a time, the advantages were very great 
on the side of the enemy. Discharges of grape, logs of 
wood, and pots filled with combustible materials, imme- 
diately knocked down those who were ascending, and 
the whole party, after being engaged in an obstinate con- 
flict for two*hours, and suffering very severe loss, were 
obliged to relinquish the attempt, and retire to our 
trenches., 

I have to lament the loss of very many gallant Offi- 
cers, as will appear to your Lordship by the accompa- 
nying return of killed and wounded on this occasion. 

It is with sincere grief that I inform your Lordship, 
that among the killed is my Aid-^e-camp, Major Men- 
zies, of H. M.’s 80th Bcgiment, who proceeded with 
the storming party, and fell among the foremost; he was 
making the most heroic exertions to ascend the breach. 
I feel severe sorrow for his loss, no less on account of 
the great regard 1 enteftained for his private worth, than 
from the high estimation I held his merits as an Officer. 

^^The Honourable Colonel Monson, to whom the con- 
duct of the attack was entrusted, made every possible 
exertion, and has received my best thanks for his uncom- 
mon gallantry and persevemnee on that occasion- 
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- M Thnngh the ft'oops were unable to effect their object, 
I am happy to assure your Lordship, that they have on 
no occasion displayed greater steadiness. Those of the 
Bengal Army supported their former character, and the 
Bombay division displayed a degree of resolution and 
discipline which entitles them to my highest praise and 
approbation/' 

** I have the honour, &c. &c. 

(Signed) G. LAKE/' 



Rpiumof Kilhd^ in the Az^ault of Bliuripoor^ on the 21 of February, 1805 . 
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Names of Officers, kilkd, wounded, and missing. 

KILLED. 

Artillery — Lieutenant George Gowing. 

H. M.’s 7()th Regiment — Captain H. Corfieldi and 
Lieutenant C. 1 euipleton. 

. 2nd Battalion 15th Regiment — Lieutenant Hartley. 

1st Grenadiers, (Bombay division), Ensign J. Lang. 

M'OUNDED. 

Major of Brigade, Lieutenant Durant. 

Artillery — Captain Pennington. 

H. M.*a 22nd Regiment — Lieutenant Wilson. 

H. M.*s 65ih Regiment — Captains Simes, Warren, 
and Watkins; Lieutenants Hutchins, O'Brien, Hind, 
Clutterbuck, and Harvey. 

H. M/s 75tb Regiment — Captain S. Engel, and Lieu- 
tenanl and iVdjutant P. Mathcwson. 

H. M.’s 76tli Regiment— Captain E. Manton; Lieu« 
tenant F.*M. Sinclair, and Quarter Muster W. B. Hop- 
kins. 

H. M.’s SCth Regiment-f— Captain Morton, and Lieu- 
tenant Baird. 

European Regiment — Captain Ramsay; Lieutenant 
Hamilton, and Ensign Chance. 

1st Battalion 2nd Regiment — Lieutenant Colonel J. 
Hamond; Major Hawkes, and Lieutenant Arbuthnot. 

Bombay Division , , 

2nd Bait. 2nd Regiment — Lieutenant Thomas. 

Ist Batt. 3rd Regiment — Lieutenant Tory. 

1st Batt. 9th Regiment — Lieutenant Colonel Taylor, 
and Lieutenant Garraway. 

Observations, 

By appealing to the feelings of the European tioops, 
the General gained them to his purpose, and obtained 
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their support in once more attempting to reduce the place 
by open assault. All that human exertion and bravery 
could effect was done^ but, as before, in vain. The ene- 
my were as brave, and proved as resolute as the assault- 
ing party ; while rendered confident by past experience, 
they used their commanding advantages with success. 
The fourth assault failed as the others had done before it, 
and from the same cause, viz. ** Precipitation which 
we cannot too often repeat, “ serves not to hasten the fall 
of a place, although it often retards its capture, and is 
always sure to render the contest more bloody.” 


February 22nd. 

No firing from the batteries, and little from the enemy. 


* Kig/U befrcecH the 22nd and 23rd February. ^ 

About midnight all the ordnance was withdrawn from 
the batteries, and the troops from the trenches. 

February 23rd. 

A detachment, consisting of two liattalions of the 
15 til Regiment Native Infantry, and a party of irregular 
horse, were this day sent to Muttra for grain. The ene- 
my burned the British batteries; the battering train 
with die English Army was declared unfit for service ; 
the vents of the iron guns had become so large that 
a man’s four fingers could be put into most of them, 
and in loading the piece, instecd of being covered with 
the tiiumb, the vent was stoppra by bags of sand ; not 
one 18-pounder shot remained in store; very little pow- 
der, and few other stores. Provisions were also scarce. 
The parties in the batteries and trenches were discon- 
tinued. 
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Observations. * 

The siege was now raised^ ihe batteries and trenches 
abandoned, and the enemy triumphantly set them on 
fire. Thus the second month of the siege closed. 

February 24th. 

The Army changed ground this morning, and was 
much harassed by the enemy’s horse, who took every 
advantage of the absence of the principal part of the 
Cavalry, detached rinder General Smith on the 8th in* 
slant. The Army encamped 6^ miles distant from and 
north-east of Bluirtpoor, covering in this position the 
road leading to the depots at Agm, Muttra, and l>eig. 


February 2ot/t. 

Twa Battalions, with the few Cavalry remaining in 
camp, were this day sent to reinforce the convoy, which 
had been dptached from camp on the 23rd instant, now 
on its return from Muttra. 

February 26 /A. 

The Muttra convoy, consisting of 7,000 bullock loads 
of grain, joined the Army this day. Recommeuctid 
making fascines. 


February 21th. 

Making fascines. 

t 

c 

Feltpiary 2Hth. 

Making fascines. An attempt was made this day to 
bouche some of the injured 1 ^-pounders ; but tlie fissures 
in the vents were go lai^c, and branched out m so many 
directions near the cylinder or bore of the pieces, that 
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great doubt was entertained of the practicability of ills 
measure being effected with the means existing in camp * 

JitJarck Ijs/. 

Making fascines. 

March 

Making fascines. Two Battalions and all the irregu- 
lar liorse marclied this day to Deig, to convoy grain, 
stores, and shot to tlie Army. 

March 3r(f. 

Making fascines. 

March 4th, 

* Making fascines. Two Battalions and twerBegiments 
of Cavalry marched to reinforce the convoy from Deig. 

— — — ’ i — ” • — - 

March 5/4, 

Making fascines. 

March 6th. 

Making fascines. The convoy from Deig, with grain 
and shbf, joined the Army this day. 

, March 1th. 

Making fascines. 

s 

f 

March 

Making fascines. 

* Not one gnn was, befoi'e the coocluaion of the siege, rendered 
serviceable,-*C«iwi/er. 
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March 9ch. * 

M^kin;; fascines. All the sick and wounded; (920); 
sent <). ■ to ML.tra, escorted by two Regiments of Ca- 
valry, fou. Battalions of Native Infantry, and all the 
...;:!gular horse. 


March lO^A. 

Making fascines and gabions. Some vakeels of the 
Rajali; were this day received in camp, and a treaty 
proposed. 


March 1 Ith. 

Making fascincFi. 


March \2lh. 

Making fascines. The convoy which marched on the 
9th; returned to camp from Muttra, and brought seven 
18-poundors, iron, and one spare carriage. 


Mai*ch 13//<. 

Making fascines. 


March \4th. 

Making fascines. A foraging party sent out. 


March 15/ A. 

Making fascines. Qolonel Don in command of two 
Regiments of Cavalry; and four Battalions of SepoyS; 
with the captured guns, marched for Agra. The garri- 
son in Bhurtpoor about 9 o’clock last night took alarm, 
and fired from all their guns and matchlocks for about a 
quarter of an hour. 
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March 16iA» 

Making fascines. Colonel Don arrived at Agra. 

March 17/A. 

Making fascines. 

March 18/A. 

Making fascines. 

March 19/A. 

Making fascines. 

Match 20/A. 

Making fascines. 

March 2\ fit m 

Making fascines. Colonel Don’s detachment return- 
ed from Agra with one 18-pounder, and a i|uantity of 
stores. 

March 22/ie/. 

Making fascines. 

■ 

March 23iy/. 

Making fascines. The Cavalry detachment, which 
inarched from camp on the 8th February last, under 
command of Major General Smith, joined the Army 
this day, having effected the expulsion of Meer Khan 
from the Company’s Territories. 

March 24/A. 

» 

Making fimanes. 
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March 25/A. 



March 267A. 

Making fascines. 


March 27/ A. 

Making fascines. 


March 28/A. 

Making fascines. Two vakeels from the Rajah, came, 
into camp. 


Ohsercathns, 

At this period^ after having received supplies from tlie 
field magazines, there were only 8 serviceable batteritig 
guns in camp, a number totally inadeeprale lo cuuiiuouce 
operations with any prospect of success. 

Match 2m. 

Making fascines. The Cfonimander in Chief marched 
at 3 A. M. with the Cavalry, Horse Artillery, and three 
Battalions of the reserve, viz. the 1st and 2i]d IkiltalioiLS 
of the 12tli, and 2nd Battalion of the 2 Ist Bengal T'atlve 
Infantry, under Lieutenant Colonel Don, to surprise 
Holkar’s camp, about 6 mites ofl^ situated behind a small 
chain of hills, in rear of the site of our first encamping 
ground. The apprehension of being surprised laid in- 
duced the enemy to encamp in several divisions, and the 
operations of the British troops were directed against 
three of his principal encampments. 

The Commander in Chief with the Cavalry, took a 
circuitous route to the right, leaving the hills consider- 
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aUy to the left ;• while Lieutenant Colonel Don with 
the Infantry, proceeded nearer to the hills by the direct 
road to the enemy’s position. ' The Infantry marched 
off about a (|uarter of an hour before the Cavalry^ and 
eii^iged the enemy rather too soon for the Cavalry. , 
The fiifiintry reached the enemy’s camp before day- 
light; but the guns which accompanied this part of the 
force hud, by their noise in travelling, given warning of 
their npiiroiich. The fighting men had consequently 
moved off; and the enemy, having all their baggage ready 
pi e pared for flight, protected by the low mud walla 
which marked the boundaries of the cultivated fields in 
which they were encamped, most of them escaped, so 
that very few were cut up. Their camp was set on fire. 
Two elephants, 100 horses, 50 camels, and some country 
(iliniagcs were taken. 


Making liiscine'^. 

March 20th, 


Making fascines. 

r? 

March o ist. 


1 

Making fascines. 

April Isf. 



April 2nd, 

Making fascines. The ComdiAnder in Chief again 
beat up llidkar’s Quarters with the whole of the Cavalry, 
Horse Artillery, and the reserve of the Army, near Fut- 
typoor Sickree. llolkar had assembled the greatest 
part of his troops and baggage in a pasition, about 10 
miles from our camp, in that direction. 
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ITie detachment arrived in the neighbourhood of Hoi* 
kar’a camp before the dawn of day ; but he had received 
intelligence of our approach, and had sent off a portion 
of his baggage. 

The enemy were found posted round a high village, 
covered by cultivated fields and surrounded hv enclo- 
Bures. It was still dark, but the fires of tlie enemy 
enabled Lord Lake to make his disposition foi the attack 
without waiting for daylight 
Tne Cavalry, formed in two lines, moved round to the 
right; whilst the reserve and Horse Artillery were order- 
ed to the left of the village. The Cavalry advanced at 
a trot, and when within a short distance from the enemy, 
the right squadrons of each Regiment in the first line 
were ordered to charge, supported by the remaining 
squadrons ^nd second line. 

The enemy’s Cavaliy were drawn up ready to receive 
the attack; but on our moving down to them they ran 
off. We charged for some miles and killed about 400 ; 
the advanced parties of the Cavalry went as far as Put* 
typoor Sickree. 

The fort of Bhurtpoor fired two shots at our troops as 
they were returning to camp. 

On this occasion the troops made a complete pircuit 
of the town ; the only thing of the kind attempted du- 
ring the siege. In the jungle in returning, the column 
fell in with some hundreds of the enemy’s Infantry who 
were immediately charged by a squadron of H. M. 8th 
Light Dragoons; the greater part of them were cut to 
pieces, and the remainder threw down their arms, and 
were made prisoners. They proved to be a body of Meer 
Khan’s Infantry, which having quitted that Chief, was 
proceeding to offer its services to Rungeet Sing. The 
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route lay latterly through a thick jungle of trees ana 
underwood, and for 2 miles the columns skirted the town 
and citadel, about 800 or 900 yards off: the shot fired 
were chiefly from lofty cavaliers and the citadel, and 
went over at once or after a first graze; the high villages 
past by, afforded good views of the town and fort wiiicli 
appeared extensive, populous, and full of red-brick build- 
ings. Returned to camp about 1 P. M. after a march 


of about 50 miles. 


Making fascines. 

April orj. 

Making fascines. 

April ilL 


April 5tfi. 

Making fascines. The reserve and one of the Bom- 
bay Battfilions under Colonel Don, marched P.'M. 
to reinforce a detachment expected fVoiii Raiupoorab, 
under the command of Colonel Holmes. 


Making fascines. 

April 6th, 

Making fascines. 

April 1th, 

April 8th, 

Making fascines. Marched bd 9 k to our last groun 1 
to TGcouimence operations. Encamped opposite G last’d 
post. 

Making fascines. 

April 8th, ^ 

• 
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April 10/A. «, 

The reserve which left camp on the 5th joined this 
evening, Colonel Holmes* detachment of two Battalions 
of Native Infantry. Preliminaries of a treaty siirnud. 

April 11/A. 

The Rajah’s tliird son, Prettee Sing, came into camp 
this evening as an hostage, bringing with him the keys 
of the fort, and a treaty was concluded. 

Fhial Obsei'vafions. 

After a siege of 100 days, in the course of wl)ich the 
Army lost the services of more than 100 OlHcer'i and 
3,000 men, being a greater number than had fallen in 
any three of our field engagements during the war, the 
Commander in Cliief, unable ^^to efiect the entire reduc- 
tion and annexation of all the forts, territories, and pos- 
sessions of the Rajah of Blmrtpoor” signed, on behalf 
of the British Goveminciit, a treaty of friendship and 
peace, guaranteeing to that Chief the uncoutiouled 
possession of all his hereditary dominions ; and the Su- 
preme Government, deeming this treaty in every respect 
** honourable and advantageous to the British interests,’' 
ratified and confiniied it. 

In concluding our observations on this siege, we only 
perform an act of justice in calling the attention of the 
reader to the laborious and &tiguing divties, which, from 
the paucity of troops^ fell to the share of every branch 
of the Army. 

The Cavalry Brigades and Horse Artillery troop, de- 
tached every third day on foraging parties, were often 
out of camp from daybreak till daik, and always called 
for on occasions *of convoy and escort duty. They eu« 
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If? 

dared great fatigue^in the long pursuit of Meor Khan, 
and in the several aUacks upon Ilolkar, besides doing 
niuch duty in protecting the camp. 

The Infantry had to carry on the principal duties of 
the camp and trenches, with scarcely a relief from some 
daily duty ; they had a share in all foraging parties and 
convoy escorts, and exclusively bore thr« brunt of the 
several assaults. 

The Artillery and Pioneers remained, day after day, 
and ni^ht after night, constantly on duty; while the 
oMicr branches of the Army had some occasional relief, 
w;k 1 the Infantry in the trenches were relieved daily. 
Tlic A rtlllery and Pioneers, from the extreme paucity of 
their iiiiinber, both in Officers and men, were harassed 
far beyond their streiiglh, and had uiucli more than a 
faii^ share of exposure and fatigue. 

Tile situation in wliich the whole of the troops was 
placed, was, fiiiiilly, very trying ; and it is not bUfpiising 
tliat the spirit of some sank under it. It is indeed sur- 
prising that both the moral and physical strength of the 
soldiery were not entirely exliausted, under all tJie dis- 
couraging circumstances of the siege. 

In contrasting the speedy reduction of Deig, with the 
repeated failures at Biiurtpoor, one is struck with the 
very opposite results attending a mode of attack which 
was identically the same on both ucciisions. An exami- 
nation of the two journals wiU, however, show that there 
was an essential difference In the "i^ature of the points 
attacked ; and to this difference may partly be traced 
the very contrary effects produced by a similar series of 
operations. 

At Deig the absence of a ditch and glacis enabled 
distant batteries to mukeapracticab1cl}rparli. At Bhurt- 
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poor the existence of a ditch at tfae«poinl attacked in - 
duced the garrison to improve it; they widened and 
deepened it to secure the breach by inundation, and 
thereby rendered the distant batteries of no avail. At 
Deig, where there was no such obstacle, no measures 
were taken to defend the breach. In justice to tiio ene- 
my, however, it must be remarked, that the Shaw 
Bourge at Deig, being at the end of a chain of little 
hills, and the ground rocky and rugged, it was difliicult 
to work upon, and too high to be flooded. 

Lieutenant Colonel Jones, in his accounts of the 
sieges in Spain remarks, that whilst the communication 
of a fortress remains open, with an enemy in the field, 
to attack it, is to attack that army by a single front of 
fortification ; for every man in his turn shares in the 
defence : ,and if the two Armies are any way on an equa- 
lity in point of numbers, perseverance in such an attack 
must almost inevitably lead to the destruction of the as- 
sailants; for they cannot obtain success till they have 
put hors de combat, a number of men nearly equal to 
themselves, and it is not to be supposed that tins can 
be eflbcted without something of a similar return on the 
part of the defenders, who have all the advantage in 
strength and position.” The siege of Bhurtpoor is a 
practical illustration of the truth of this observation. 
Jones also obr.en’ea, that the number of men required 
to carry on a siege with vigour, i& founded on fixed 
principles, always remaining the same : varying however 
in certain contingencies, of which the Commander of 
the Army is alone capable of judging. He has first to 
decide what number of reliefs the troops will have, that 
is, the proportion of rest to duty; and also what number 
of his troops he thinks equal td cope with the garrison, 
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zuA then the deti?.il follows as a matter of cour-c. 
The following,” ho saj/s, “ secipfs the minimum of r.al- 
culation: GuorJ.*? of the trencher, three-fourths of t!iO 
strength of the garrison. This duty may be token for a 
.short service wiih thiee reliefs, the workmen, however, 
cannot do with less than four reliefs. Their number de- 
pends on the nature and trace of the worlds to be attacked : 
but calculating for the operations against a common 
front of 100 toises with a ravelin, then the length of the 
first parallel and one approach to it, which should be 
opened the night of breaking ground, measures alone 
3,800 yards, which, at 4 feet apart, requires at once in 
round numbers 3,000 men to line it, the number of the 
first night’s working party. The second night tlie same 
number of workmen will be required, and what y. ifh the 
service of the Artillery, 8ic. but small dedui'-tis.*?. r.uii be 
made from it till the completion of the secuud purallcl. 
For the remainder of the siege much fewer wil? fiudicc; 
therefore by arrangpinents and a little extra fatigue for 
the first days of the siege, tlio working parties may be 
averaged at abouc one third less than the party of the 
first night, or 2,000 men,” 

“The proportion required for the regimental and 
camp duties, piquets, escorts, stores, provisions, &c. 
of the Army; will vary according to the liostility of 
the people in whosa countiy the is carried on, and 
it is one of the contins;eu.':iej to h j rc;-;nkilod by the Ge- 
neral commanding; huL being fixed* •.eelr reliefs must be 
equally regular with the others. Ihv t'lo bake of calcu- 
lation it shall be stated at oni:-ti?Qth of the whole 
Army.” 

“ On these data, the amount of an Army, required to 
form the siege of a place with 5,000 men .in it would be : 

t2 
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The guard of the trenches, 3750 at 3 reliefs, 11,250 
Working parties, 2,000 at 4 reliefs, 8,000 

19,250 

Duties of the >\rmy, one- tenth at 4 reliefs, 7,700 


For sickness, rasualities, &c. 


20,950 


MakiniT a total of 


From this calculation It is evident, cctcriH paribus, 
that the more numerous the garrison, the smaller the 
besieging Army need be in proportion to it: for the at- 
tack of a similar front or fronts of u fortification is little 
diflerciit if the place contains a garrison of 5 or 10,000 
men ; tlio guards of the trenches and other duties iucruase 
proportionally, but not the work. Tlie calculation for 
the attack of a garrison of 10,000 would be: — 

Guard of the trenches, 7,500 at three reliefs, 22,500 
Working p.j t>c.s 2,000 at four reliefs, 8,000 

30,500 

For duties uf the Army, one-tenth at four reliefs, 1 2,200 


hW sickness, casualties, &.c. 


42,700 


Making a total of 

The one being nf^arly in the proportion of 5 to 1, 
and the other 4 to 1 : , hence it is that tlie most celebrated 
and best Engineers are agreed as a principle, that the 
besieging army should vary in its jiroportion to the 
strength of tho garrison according to its numbers, and 
have as an approximation fixed that proportion as 5 to 1, 
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when the ganison consists of 15,000 mcii; (j to 1, when 
of 10,000 men; 7 to 1, when of 5J000 ; and 8 to 1, v*'1igii 
of 3,000, and in a greater proportion when fewer. 

If there is any Cavalry in the place tlie guard of the 
trenches require to be supported by a iiuiubcr of Cavalry, 
equal to the total of that arm in the garrison, and one 
half more posted in reserve at the mouth of the trenches : 
for as it (the Cavalry) can only act on the flanks ol’ the 
trenches, such Hanks must be prepared to couih it with 
uU ill the garrison, and which by such arranuement is 
the case, the half being in a situation to siipporl eitlicr 
flank.’* 

Now although the attack of Indian fortifications 
need not be controuled by the rules whiclk regulate iiu 
European siege, yet the same general princ.iplci are up- 
jilic.ubic to both. And if the quantum of Infuitry and 
Cavalry for a siege cannot, froin the want of a (Jisposa- 
blc force of that description of troops, be given in due 
proportion to llio numbers of the enemy’s garri.s'ui, it 
ought at least to be fixed with reference to the operations 
likely to be required in the course of attack ; and if 
suflicient Infantry and Cavalry are not to be obtained, 
the deficiency ought, as far as poosiblo, to be made up 
by an ample equipment in the lilngiiieci and Artillery 
departments. ^ 

“ No exertion of science, knowledge, or bravery,” says 
Colonel Jones, ''can be availing, *quless seconded by 
powerful means in Artillery, stores,. and materials ; for 
there is nothing more certain, than that the reduction of 
a ])lacc must be paid either in materials or men, as ilu v 
shall be made the chief sacrifice, livery saving,” luj 
adds, “in (he former has tlie double disadvantage of an 
additional expenditure of time as well as of life; wIkm^ 
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therefore the choice exists as to such expeuditurci the 
selection cannot be a moment doubtful*’’ 

The siege of Rhurtpoor, where the time, the life, and 
the credit of the British Army was fruitlessly sacrificed, 
is not the oidy instance on this side of India in which 
a deficiency of siege material has occasioned failure and 
defeat. "Wc have seen,” says an Olficcr of tlie Bengal 
Army, in a work published* on the attack of mud forts, 
force of sepoys sent to besiege a place 1,700 
yards in circumference, defended by a garrison of up- 
wards of 5,000 men ; with this detachment a train of 
Ai lillcry was scut, consisting of two brass and two iron 
18-pounders. Sucii was the scarcity of military stores, 
that acninuiulioii could not be spared to demulibh the 
d££Lnoe&)h . t enough should uotremam to efiecta breach; 
and eo EC.V:/..y was the supply of iniplemeut:: iu the En- 
f,i:icc;r ^ jj aitment, tliat they were not procurable for the 
working praties.^ There were not bamboos sufiicient to 
ina!;e a second set of scaling ladders; the first set was 
loF.t in ail unsuccessful assault, and before another could 
be made it was necessary to send for bamboos upwards 
of 100 miles* The want of Artillery and stores,” he 
adds, ^Miasbeen severely felt on many occa»ioii8, the 
consequences of which it is unnecessary to relate.” 

The detmls of the Bhurtpoor sic^e, will, it is hoped, 
evince that such deficiency is as ccvjravy wi economy as 
it is fatal to liumaqinDy, and servo lo inculcate Jones ^ 
maxim, that No,policy at a siege can be worse than 
beginning operations with a small quantity of luaterials. 
and making the attack keep place with the supply.” 

In India, evhere success is the criterion of superiority, 
and where the tranquillity of our empire depends solely 
upon the high opinion cntcrt iined by iho iiulives of oul 
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military prowess^ our safety may be considered intimate- 
ly connected with the result of every siege; no means 
therefore should be neglected — no efforts spared to en- 
sure success in such operations. 

Our discipline and tactics^ the valour of our troopSf 
and the gallantry of our Officers have rendered us supe- 
rior in the field to the out-numbering force of Native 
armies. But whenever a Native state has deprived us 
of these advantages, and by taking to fortified strong- 
holds has forced us into a war of sitigct>, we. have of- 
ten been unsuccessful: our resources being frequently as 
inferior in quality as they have generally been deficient 
in quantity. 

Possessed in Bengal of an inland navigation, which 
ranging from one extremity of our possessions to the 
other, gives every facility to the speedy and cheap* con- 
veyance of stores, we ought never to be deficient in our 
siege equipments. • 

The improvidence of the Bengal Military authorities 
in leaving the Army without 911 adequate battering train 
at the commencement of the general war in 1803, in the 
coarse of which the attack of several important fortified 
places was contemplated, can neither be excused by the 
snddeifbss of the campaign, of by the time allowed for 
completing the frontier magazines. — Indeed when it is 
considered that liie sieges of Deig and Bhurtpoor oc- 
curred more than ] 2 mouths after the breaking out of 
the war, it seems impossible to* justify the deficiency 
then experienced. # 

The limited means in the Artillery and Engineer de- 
partments had no doubt a most important influence on 
the operations of thes^ sieges; but the errors committed 
in directing those means had certainly a share in causing 
the failures which occurred. 
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The reader will observe, that Lord Lake, in a letter of 
the 1st July 1805, addr^sed to the Governor General, 
reviewing the proceedings of the siege, directly imputes 
to his Engineers ''a want of ability, knowledge, and ex- 
perience in sieges as if, says Mills, a " Commander in 
Chief is tit for his otTice, who is not himself an Engineer/' 

If the direction of operations had really been entrust- 
rd to the Engineers, the responsibility of the failures 
ought no doubt fairly to be attached to that department. 
ImiI the foregoing journal has probably convinced the 
reader, that the conduct of the attack on Bhurtpoor, was 
not entrusted to any one particular department. We 
are led to believe that the Commandant of Artillery, might 
have exercised a very considerable influence over many 
of the operations of the siege, and should have hem most 
happy to have shewn, that either that enlightened Ofliccr, 
the Chief Engineer, or tlie General liinisel/, was free from 
that blamc!, which attaches, e.v officio^ jirinci pally to the 
latter, although as gallant and zealous an Oflicer us 
ever served his country. It may however be ques- 
tioned whether Lord Lake's qualificatiofis for conm.arKil, 
went very much beyond the possession of those iijilitaiy 
virtues. lie certainly had the art of inspiring enlliu- 
siasm into his troops, by his readiness at all times to 
share their dangers and fatigues; but of professional 
science, he had, w'e believe, no great share. Unskilled 
in the lesser tactics of common military evolution, and 
holding in contempt ithat military knowledge which is 
founded on inatliematical science, to endure fatigue and 
to fight his enemy whenever he could come up with him, 
without weighing his chance of success, seem to have 
constituted his principal notions qf the art of war; and 
it is singular what success attended them. Fortunately 
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he had little more tlmn barvery to cope with in his Indian 
antagonists. For when accident gave time to reyeal the 
actual nakedness and impotence of his system, at this 
celebrated siege of an insignificant fortiheation, the spell 
was broke, and a lesson of successful resistance taught 
to the Natives of Tlindoostan, which future years proved 
not to be forgotten. 

N. B. The Compiler takes this opportunity to state 
tlial he will be happy to receive, through the Editor of the 
Kepository, corrections of any errors which may have 
crept into the Journal of the Bhurtpoor Siege, or infor- 
niiition on any facts omitted. 

Five out of the eleven guns stated in page 85, as cap- 
tured from the enemy by Captain Grant, were, the 
Compiler learns, taken by a party of Artillery-men, de- 
iiiched by Captain Pennington, then commarfding In the 
batteries. 
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LttUr fnm the Cmemveder {h Chief to Hie ExeeUeney the Atoet Nohti 
JUarqueet IVelUeUy^ K, P. Gwerner General, ^e, 

(Official and Secret^ No. 161.) 

My Luho, 

Having for some time past had reason to believe that a correspon- 
dence inimical to the British interests existed between Rajah Runjeet 
Sing, the imah of Bliurtpoor, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 1 directed 
yonr Excellency’s Agent, to infonn Mr. Thomas Mercer, who is in 
charge of the Police of the city of Muttra, of my suspicions, and to 
desire that he would uso the means which his vicinity to Bhurtpoor, 
and the superintendence of the Police of Muttra might afford him, to 
discover the Aannel of this correspondence. 

S. Mr. Mercer accordingly, having been informed by the j)eople 
whom he had employed secretly for thn purpose, that the accredited 
Vakeel from Jeswnnt Rao Holkar to Rajah Runjeet Sing was then in 
the city, caused him to be apprehended, and his papers to be taken 
charge of and sealed, until he should receive any further orders. 

8. The deposition of this person, by name Nurunjeen Loll, taken 
before Mr. Mercer on the 1st instant, states that he had been long 
employed as the channel of communication betureen Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar and the R%jah of Bhurtpoor, and several Zemindars in the 
Doab, and that the object of the correspondence carried on, was the 
entire subversion of the Briticb power and influence in Hindoostan. 

4. I yesterday received from Lieaten:uit Colonel Monson at Ram* 
pooiah, with a letter dated 'the 1st instant, several original letters 
which he had on that day intercepted, addressed by Koer Rundhere 
Sing, the eldest son of Rajah Runjeet Sing, by others of his confiden- 
tial servants!, and by the abovomentioned Nurunjeon Loll, to Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar and his confidential servants. * 
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o. The contents of these letters very fully eorroherate the deposit 
tion of Nurunjeen Loll, nohonly in rej^ard to the object of the corres- 
pondence, but in respect to the mode in which it has been conducted, 
and from the impossibility of collisiott, afford conclusive proof of the 
treacherous conduct of the parties concerned. 

6. Trannlatiou;; of the several papers relative to this subject are 
now enclosed for your Kxcellsncy*6 information, and copies of the 
original Persian papers will bo transmitted to the Secretary to Go- 
venunent is tlio' Persian depe-rtmeut. 

7. 1 have directed Mr. Thomas Mcrccr to send Nurunjeen Loll 
under a pwce.- j^uard to tliu l ort of Agra, and to take the first 
eafe opijortunity of transmitting the papers (aLeu in Us possession to 
your Excellency's Aj^ent. 

8. Although those papers will probably, from the confidential terms 
in which Nurunjeen lioll appears to have been with the parllcf: con 
cerned, funiisli many particulars in regard to the extent of this com- 
bination, yet as 1 deem the fact itself suflicicntly csCubli.dicd by thc- 

* documents now laid before your ExecIL'iiry, 1 lose no tizni; in for- 
warding them, that I may bo speedily favuursil with your {[.ordship's 
sentiments and instrucUuns in regard to ihc line of conduct to be 
hereafter observed towards Rajah Runjeel Sing. » 

9. From the meeting T had with Runjtct Sing in camp, and from 
common report, I am inclined to believe that his character is by no 
means of that daring stamp, as io indiico him readily to puraue mea- 
sures so fraught with danger an his present conduct would appear to 
indicate. His son Koer Rundhere Sing, who is also in my camp, is of 
a character equally indolent and devoid of ability. The people who 
poBsCss thirir confidence, however, are characters of a description 
likely from the desperate state of their fortunes to advise the most 
violent measures. It has been a ronsbmt practice with the Bhurtpoor 
Bajah to afford riffugc and countenance to persons of whatever char- 
acter, wholhay have been expelled by the chiefs of the neighbouring 
countries. Jewan Khan, a principi^ person in the accompanying 
correspondence, was formerly a confi^lential sorv'ant of the RaoRqjah, 
and was dismiised by ibnt chtef for repeated acts of treachery and 
villainy. 

10. It may be prop.*r beiv to reiaarL that this treacherous corres- 
pondence appears f ■.> i/'vc been rommer.red^oon after Rsyah Runjeet 
Sing had entered into a treaty with the British go vcmiUent, by which 
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he wae peimancntly released from the tiiljulc fonnerly paid by him 
to the Mahrattas, and as carried on at a time when he was receiving 
the most nndoubled prmifi of the frieudship and favour of tlic British 
government, by iiiy having gmntod to him Siiunuds, subject to ^uur 
Excellency's coiifinnatiou,fui' countries of the anjiual revenue of about 
four lacs of rupees, which were contiguous to his former possessiuLS, 
and not included in the line proposed by your Lordship as the bouu- 
dary of the Britisii possessions. 

1 1 . AUhfmgk the reasairctn or power of Rujtt!i Tiimjeet Sing cnnmt 
remnabig give ttug cause of tdarm for die should it be itemed 
apedient tu punish kis imtckrm mM, yet under present circum- 
stances it would not appear adviseable that the Army should advance 
to any considerable distwice from Liu* frontiers of tlie Dooab, without 
leaving a strung force, which might both counteract any dcsig!i of 
Runject Sing against the. Company’s territories, and prevent bit 
interropting the supplies fur tho Army in advance, wlii( h must pass 
through bis country. 

12. 1 am at the same time aware of your Excellency’s anxiety f^r a 
speedy tcrminatlbn of hostilities with Jmvnnt Uao llulkar, and shall 
DSC every exertion in my power to eifert that object, by the employ- 
ment of as large a force as ran ho furnished for doit purpose from 
this quarter, consistently with a due ntlcnliim to the more iuiniedinle 
and important object of tlie safety and c|ulet of the British territories 
in Hiiidoostan. 

I have (he honour to 'je, &c. 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

CdinipoiY, ivgiuf 13, 1304. 


Extract of a letter from JIfr. T, Mercer, in charge^ of the Police at 
Slullra, to the Agent to the Gorernor Gemral. ^ 
Immediately ou the receipt of ^our letter of the 27th ultimo, I set 
to work to eudeavonr to ascertain the truth of the suspicions entertain- 
ed by His Excellency the Commander in Chief, respecting the cunduct 
of our allies, and have been unroinuionly successful in tlie iittempt 
I was last night inlormed by (he people I employed, that the accre- 
dited Vakeel of Holkai, at the Hhuitpoor Durbar, was actually in 
the city of Muttra. 1 consequently seized him and all bis impcrs, and 
now transmit yon his deckiratioii. The original letters, alluded to in 
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t'.ic cntlospd, he says Vill be found amon^' t the papers in iny posses- 
sinii ; I liave not thought it proper for me to examine those papers 
until I hear from you, as the business is of so mueh importance, as 
may induce his Excellency to send you or some other ])erson up for 
this purpose. 1 never in luy own mind had a doubt of the existence 
of this treachery, wliich T hope may be sufliciently proved by the do- 
enments in my possession, to warrant any measures Govemment may 
think proper to pursue. 1 shall keep the whole of this business as 
secret as possible, and shall of cuiirso keep N'aninjecii Loll in con- 
finement until further orders. 1 senil this by two horsemen to Colonel 
lllair, with ii rui|iiest that hu will forward it express. 

(Signed) T. MERCER. 

Mutira, August 1, 1801. 4 P. M. 


BcclaniOon of jVarunjem LoU taken at Muttra on the iht Jugusi, 1804. 

Tt is eight months ago since, a letter arrived from ilio Rajah of 
'Joudpoor, to in} elder brother, Chiiiiden Loll, at Muttra, desiring him 
to proeecd to wait upon Ifolkar on his i>art. I was tlien at Bhurt- 
ponr, and iineinployod. Chunden Loll went from Muttra to go to 
Jfolkar's camp; and when lie arrived at Bliurl poor T, met him, and 
he luformetl me of these circumstances, and that he was going to 
Holkar's camp. (]fiumlen Loll afterwards was presented to R^jah 
Riinjrel Sing, and told him that lib was going to Tfolkar on the part 
of th.‘ Joudpoor Rajah. Riinjcci Sing desired Chunden Jjoll to carry 
li‘ttcrs from him als<i, to liolkar. After he received the Rajah's letters 
for liolkar, he carried me to the Rajah, and said, that as he was 
going to the Army he would leave me, Nurunjecn Loll, his younger 
brother, with the Uajali, to be the channel of the correspondence ; 
and that h.‘, Chunden Loll, would settle all tbo Rajah's business 
with Holkar propcily. Chunden Loll then took his leave of the R^ah, 
and proceeded to Holkar's Army, and licmaiiied atBhurtpoor. Some 
time after Chunden Loll arrived in Halkar’s Army, at Shapoora, and 
paid his respects to Holkar. He delivered Rajah Ruujcct Sing’s let- 
ter to Holkar, and received an answer* which he sent to me. I deli- 
vered the letter to the Rajah, and received another for Holkar, which 
1 forwarded. Chunden Loll wrote me that he had secured me one 
rupee a day from Holkar, and that money wpuld be sent me for my 
cxiHsnscs; accordingly every ten days a letter used to arrive from 
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HolkEf to Riinjcet Sing, aud another to be sent Orom Runjeet Sing to 
HoUuir, which \\\ire alwa} j soai through me. The subject of Rajah 
Ru^eet Sing's letter? from tha best, to Holkar, wa*! rk :;iriiig him to 
come to this quarter, and take possession of the country, when he 
(Rnnjeet Sing) would join him ; but that he (ilunject Sing) expected 
to receive some Porgonnahs in Jaghoer before he joined him, and 
that he (Holkai) should send him a treaty to this purport. Runjeet 
Sing accordingly sent a list of the places he wanted ; Chnnden fioll 
got Holkai's seal affixed to this list, and a treaty made out under his 
seal, both of which he sent me. There were separate letters to Rajah 
Runjeet Sing, in which it was mentioned that the treaty would be 
delivered to him by me ; I delivered the letter to the Rajah, and kept 
the treaty myself, at this time the intelligence airlved that Ifolkar 
had retreated ; on this account tlie treaty remained with me, and 
Chunden fjoll went away from Holkar to Joudpoor. Rajah Runjeet 
Sing, on hearing of this intelligence, immediately dropped the corres* 
pondence which had been carried on through us, and kept it up 
through another Vakeel, the son of a prophet of the Doora cast, who 
Mxnained here on the part of SuUon Sing; Snltan Sing went to Hoi* 
ku’s Army before Chnnden Loll did; but this they ko*d: socret fi*om 
us. 

When Holkrr was encamped at Shahpoora, and after sending the 
treaty to Runjeet Sing, he sent a Sunnud for the Mahals in the Doab 
in my name, and wrote letters to Rajah Rnnjeet Sing, to Thakoor 
Dyoiam of Hatrasa, and to Bugwunt Sing of Sarsnec, to this pur- 
port: that he had sent the Sunnud for the Mahals in my name, and 
that they should consider me as the ostensible person from his Circar, 
and prepare their armies, and make a settlement of the Doab, and 
that I should remain with their annies as the ostensible person from 
him- I have still this Simnud by me— I gave the Sunnud and the 
letters into the hand of Rajah Runjeet Sing. When he opened the 
letter and read it, he said, that if the Sunnud haa been in the name 
of any Sirdar, the country might certainly have been properly settled, 
but that Holkar had sent tho Sunnud in the name of a Mootsuddy. 
On ^ying this he broke out qito laughter, and delivered back the 
Sunnud to me. 1 sent the letter for Dyoram enclosed in one from my- 
self, by a hired hircamih. Dyoram, in reply to my letter, wrote me 
that he had sent the answer to Holkax^s letter by a pair of hircai^s 
of his own : hircamhs'iised constantly to go fzom Dyoram to Holkar. 
I also sent the letter for Bugwunt Sing of Sarsnee, enclosed in a letter 



Siege of BhHrip99r, 


127 


i)om nyielf; in to my letter he wrote that he had sent the 

reply to Holkai's letter, which he desired me to forward. The letter 
to me from Bugwniit Slag, under his seal, I now hare. The letter for 
Jeswunt Roo Holkar 1 despatched by a pair of hirearimhi of Bogwust 
Sing. This is a fact. 

Mahomed Eyar Khan came from Holkar, as Vakeel to Ridah Rua- 
Jeet Sing at Bhurtpoor with letters, and remained there for some 
time. Matters were also conducted th'^iugh him. Two months ago 
the Rajah gave him hla leave. Chunden lioll, my brother, sent me a 
honndee, which he had got from Holkar, for a hundred rupees. 1 
did not receive the money for this hoondee ; but Mahomed Eyar 
Khan realized it, and took it with him. Kocr Rundhcie Sing, the 
son of Rajah Runjeet Sing, keeps up, unknown to his fiither, a cor* 
respondcnce with Holkar. This I am perfectly well acquainted with. 

Jewan Khan, who was fomierly the Yakcel of theRao Rqjah, and 
now lives in Bhurtpoor, keep*; up a correspondence with Holkar, and 
has a Vakeel at Muwatty with Holkar. He made me write a recom- 
mandatory letter from him to Holkar; I have a copy of this letter. 

have wriiiea a great many other letters to Holkar; but I have copies 
of no others of them, but of this. I used to go frequenter to vilit Jewan 
Khan. He one day fold me, that Holkar had sent him a Sunnud for 
the Mahals of Mcw.it i I know nothing more on this suldect A 
month and a half ago I took my loave of Rj^ah Runjeet Sing, and 
arrived at Muttra. When I took my leave the Rajah gave me a pair 
of shawls, but gave not a pice m wages. I am very much in debt 
and distressed for money. Four or five days ago I received a letter 
from Gokul Ban, Rajah Runjeet Sing’s Moondiee, by a hircarrah of 
the Rajah desiring me to come there, and that 1 should bn either 
sent ig Holkar or retained there, and employed in keeping up the 
correspondence. I wrote in answer that I come away, after having 
been eight months contracting debts, and had received nothing from 
the Circar, and thajif money were sent for my expenses that 1 should 
come. 

Ono month ago 1 sent an hircarrah do Moonshee Letchmain Sing,^ 
in HolkaFs camp, for money for my expenses ; but I have as yet re- 
ceived no answer. Five or six days 1 heard that Sultan Sing, the 
Vakeel of Riyah Runjeet Sing, who had been formerly with Holkar, 
had now retained and had arrived at Bhurtpoor. 


His Nephew. 
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QmHtm. Do ym know whether there is any Vakeel on the part of 
Holkar at Bhnrtpoor, Delhi^ Agfa, or Cawnpour? 

Angwer. 1 have declared every thing I know of the eolyect ; but 
to the best of my knowledge there is nb Vakeel from Holkar at any 
of these places. 

Qaestien. Where is your brother Chunden Loll now ? 

Answer, My brother Chunden Loll has gone to Wilait, (Cabul), 
where he has been sent by the Juudpoor Rty'ah. He is not with HoL 
kar. 

Signed by me, NURUNJEEN LOLL. 


What is above written is my declaration and correct. 
Written 1st August, (Wednesday), 1804. 


Examined before me. 


(Signed) T. MERCER, 

SujteriHtending Polke of Muttra, 


1st August, 1804. 

IVne lYanslation. 

(Signed) G. MERCER, 

Agent to the Goeermr Generuh 


TipMsUaUms of tetters, intercepted by lAentenant Colonel Mossok ni 
Rampom, on the Augnstj 1904. No date. 

No. I. 

Letter from Koer Rundhere Sing, eldest son of Rq/ok RurOeet Sing, to 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 

After compliments. I have been much delighted and contorted 
by the receipt of yonr letter in answer to mine, in which you inform 
me of yonr welfare ; evincing the steady and heartfelt friendship 
which yon have long had for this OuiiUy, and parAcularly for myself, 
your sincere friend, although at a distance and not personally ac- 
quainted, and mention that tbe bonds of the wicked shall speedily 
meet their due ponishment, a^ your conquering army will soon arrive 
in this quarter. Other proofs of your dignified friendship towards 
me 1 have also learned from Lalla Nuranjecn Loll. God preserve and 
prosper you for these instances of your friendship and remembrance. 

I am prepared to aA as your servant, and neither am now nor 
shill hereafter be in an^r way divided from yon. 1 am most sincerely 
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deiiKNU of a meeting Vith you; and God grant that thie wish of my 
heart may be effected. The delay in answering your letter has arisen 
entirely from the circomstance of the risk of the road on which letters 
are lost: otherwise how is it possible that I could allow such a delay 
In informing you of my affairs? You will have been informed of ulf 
these circumstances without my writing by the letters of Lalla Nurun- 
jeen Loll. That I considered my own interest and welfare as entirely 
depending on the increase of yonr dignity and prosperity, your friendly 
heart will bear witness. Other circumstances tending to increase onr 
friendship and union, will bu transmitted to you by the abovemen- 
tioned Lalla, whom 1 have sent for to my presence, and personally 
informed of them. Until a meeting can be effected, you will continue 
to favour me with an account of your welfare &c. 

P.S. I have answered Lalla Nuranjeen Loll in the fullest, and most 
satisfactory manner on the subject which he mentioned to me. He 
will certainly represent the circumstance accordingly to you; you 
will certainly consider the report of the Lalla as faithful. 

True Translation. 

. (Signed) G.3J. . 

Agent to the Governor GeneraL 


No. It. < 

fMUrfrm Jewm Khan and Makomnisd Elah Buksh Khan* to Jeruunt 
Rate liolkar. No date. 

We offer to the presence of the Maharajah our services and res- 
pects; and we formerly sent through Lalla Nuruitieen Loll two urzeesjt 
explaining the state of our matters here. We trust that from these 
nnees, and the unsces of Nurunjeen Loll, every circumstance will have 
been particularly known to you ; we have not however been honoured 
with an answer to any*ono letter. We know not from whence this 
neglect of ns arises. I (Jewan Khan) am now perfectly restored to 
health, and therefore represent to your^presence that you should 
speedily honour me with your commands, ^in regard lu waiting upon 
you, and send me a Sunnud for the Pergunnahs that 1 may agreeably 
to your co m mands, wait upon you, aud employ myself in serving you; 


* Brother of Jewan Khan. * 

t Vide declaration of Nurunjeen Loll. 
K 
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Tonly wait for yonr commands, and no delay shall take place. Othcfr 
circnmstancos regarding me you will learn from the urzee of Nurun- 
Jeeh Loll. Yon will consider ihc as* an old senrant, and favour me 
accordingly. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) G. M. 

Affent to the Governor Geamd- 


No. III. 

Letter from Jewan Khan and hfahommed Elahee Buhth Khm to 
Moonshee Bolutdur Sing^ and Leiehmun Sing. No. date. 

After Complements. 

We formerly wrote you two or three letters through Nnninjeea 
Loll, containing the particulars of our affairs here ; you will from 
these, and the letter of Numnjecn Loll have learned all particulars. 
We have received no answer, which wo are surprised at ; you will 
infoim us particularly of the cause of this delay, that the doubt of 
our minds may be expelled. I am now perfectly restored to health, 
and thereford write you that you should dispatch the commands of the 
presence, and an answer to this, with the Sunnuds of the places, by 
these hircarrahs, that I may speedily wail upon the Maharajah, and 
employ myself in serving him ; 1 wait for th6 Rajah's commands. No 
delay shall take place here. We have had no intelligence from that 
quarter for a month and a half, and have in consequence been obliged 
to remain here. Immediately on the receipt of the orders, and the 
Snminds for the places, I shall proceed to the presence. Tou will 
also write me the other circumstances of that quarter, and the Maha<i 
rajah’s intentions. You will have learned the particulars of this quar- 
ter from Norunjeen Loll. Write me constantly the news of your 
quarter &c. 

(In« separate paper.) 

A person has arrived hc|e from Alwar and Rqjghur, whd reports 
that the Uao Rajah, in consequence of the English having crossed 
the’ Jumna, being much frightened has formed an intentioli of sending 
Ramoo Kawass, and Atahbad Khan, tlie elephant driver, to Holkar. 1 
inform you of this, fliat if these people should arrive in camp before 
me, you will recollect that the whole of this disturbance has been 
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eectfllonad by him (the Rao Rajah); without his being conccned no 
ouch distaibance would ha?e taken place; he ia the sole origin of 
the troubles* You aro well acquainted with what has formerly hap- 
pened to me. Now that the time for retaliation approaches, your 
assistance will forward my objects. If these people should come, 
you will first demand from them an account of the property plunder- 
ed from tho Pergunnahs of Cotoombur. nearly ten lacs of rupees, 
and the collections made from tho Pcrgnnnahs of Moordain, Baltai, 
Ishonadpoor, Dadree, &c., and attach on this account what property 
they may have with them. From this a drnad will come upon all these 
rascals, and the business of the Circar will be cflected without trou- 
ble. Vhat has happened to me has arisen entirely from my being a 
well-wisher of the Maharajah. 

•True Translation. 

(Signed) G. M. 

Agent tu the Governer GenemI, 


No. IV. 

Letter from Jciran Khan and Elah Buksh Khan to LolL 
Complements. 

Wc have before wrote you three or four letters, but hare received 
no answer; your letter from near Malpourah, we received, since 
which we have received none ; this neglect is wrong. Lalla Nurun- 
Jeen LoU's five or six hircarrahs have been sent uflT, of which not one 
has returned ; you wrote that permission for tho Sunnuds had been 
given, and that a letter was ready, and that you would send them* 
they are not come. This distresses me mucli ; my health is nuw ros- 
tered, and whatever service the Maharajah orders I am ready to 
perfonn. I have sefit an urzee to Maharajah, and a letter to the 
Moonshee ; get the answer and the businoss firmly settled, then send 
me the answer. There is no delay on nqr part; as you write me, so 
I will do. ^ 

It is reported here that Maharajah encamped at Ncuali, and Meer 
Khan has crossed the Jumna at Culime, and is raising disturbances 
on the opposite side of the river. Write me fully the news from your 
quarter, and what is meant to bo done. You have I suppose heard of 
the Feringees, viz. that they have not the power to do anything; 
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(Utendly that wUch is called life they have nolmger ia them); fh^ 
haye here and there made every thing their own. If yon do not 
Boiae this opportunity^ when will you do it? Write me all the news 
fiom yonr part of what you and Maharnlah settle. 

The Ttmeh toe tot the JSaglwh, and are arrived at Cakuita ; write 
me the accounts of this; write me what are the negociations between 
Dowlnt Rao Sandiah and the Feringees. The Sirdars in the Dooab 
have wrote to me (Bugwunt Sing and Dyoram Sing) so I sent you their 
letters without delay ; great and small are all ready, and only watch- 
ing yonr steps; write me if you mean to arrange the aflfhirs of the 
Booab according to these letters, or not On my part make my 
nisee to Maharajah, that he may lose no time now the Feringees 
have crossed the Jumna. If Mahar^lah comes and fixes his camp at 
Muttra, 1 will be able to settle all the country according to Mahara- 
jah’s orders. Maharajah need not have the smallest nneasincss on 
any account; I will bring great and small to fall at his feet, and take 
the Mamulah according to his pleasure. Make an urzee of this in 
private, send me daily accounts of your marching and halting. M e 
are abne in the hopes of Maharajah’s arrival, and now when the 
Sunnuds of the Pergunnahs arrive, and the number of men 1 am to 
recruit, they, shall be got altogether; whatever business or orders 
tlie Circar shall give, 1 shall perform. Settle all these things firmly 
and be sure to send them — ^lose no time. I wrote to you before about 
the Sunnuds; you wrote that the Sunnuds and letter had been order- 
ed, and you would send them, so that I am waiting for them. I now 
write to you to be sure to send the Sunnud and the letter ; assoon as 
tliey arrive I shall march, and wiU certainly arrive in Maharajah’s 
presence : so be sure to send them— lose no time. Write fully all 
news. ' 

Pated Jeyt Seed 2nd, 1861, (18th June). 

The latter part, and date in his own Iwnd writing. 

(Continnance of the same.) 

Read another piece of newn from Rajo Ghur. — ^We have news that 
Ramoo Kawasa and Baloo Sinj^s Rasallah (troop of hoise)^have 
been ordered to Hplkar's camp : when they wera seen getting ready, 
the news was brought to me ; but they are not firm, and they are the 
people who have made this disturbance; on which account perhaps 
they cannot go: if they should go, do you be before hand in speaking 
to Maharajah, and telling him they are -tascals — that they have raised 
this disturbance, and are now eoine as true men— that they are mas- 
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ten of fire laca^ fAieh he will take from them, and keep a watch- 
iVil eyo Ubim. This will produce great good, 1 have written this 
to the Hoonahee, and now write it to you not to miss this. As soon 
as they come entangle them in this net, and then they will learn wis- 
dom ; in the beginning settle this business. They first caused Maha- 
inyaVs in Hindoostan to revolt; to equal them there are no traitors in 
Maharajah's country; when yon get them tamed out of camp 1 shall 
bo happy and be sure yon send the Sunnuds. I am waiting for the 
Snnnuds; there is no delay on my part; esplain this to the presence, 
and send them soon. 

Dated Jeyt Seed find, 1801, (18th June). 

Latter part in his own hand writing. 

A true copy. 

(Signed) O.M. 

Agent to the Gmernor General. 


No.V. 

• a 

flrsia LiUta Ntaiageen LoU, addressed on the mer to Jewen Khm, in a 
^jfirent hand writing, but from the contents intended /or seme person 
in Uotkafs camp- • 

Two months have passed since I have heard from you, or have had 
any accounts of yonr health, or that of my son. I am in much anxi- 
ety on this account, and the conflicts which have happened with the 
Army. Sis hircarrahs have been dispatched from hence ; but not one 
of them has as yet returned. This,Ood grant, may arise from a good 
rcascgi. At this time an hiicarrah of my brother, Chunden Loll at 
Kygaula, has arrived here. 1 send the original papen which I have 
received, and from which you will understand the circumstances. If 
you are at Kotah, and my son is with the Army, you will dispatch an 
hitcarrah to the Army, and write to me at Muttra. 

Tho tomatodcr illegible* • 

IVue translation. 

* (Signed) G.M. 

Agent to &e Governor Generalt 
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No. VI. ' 

Leifer from Chvnden Loll io Jeswytni Kao Holkar* 

*Aftertakingleave, 1 arrived in eight days at Joudpoor, and having 
written letters myself, dispatched them with the Khareila to Bicka- 
neer. 1 wrote all the occurrences of the road, and expenses, to my 
son Letchmizn Sing, and they will have been perused by you. Obe- 
dience and trouble is iiiy province, and it is yonr's to reward. 

Madeen iil Mulk, Muaz ud Bowlah, and Shah Newaz Khan, before 
my arrival had sent an Abasse from Bhauripoor to Rajepoor, for the 
purpose of going to the presence. I shall soon be with him and ac. 
company him to tlic presence. Shujah nl Mulk is in Peishwar, and 
Shah Kyscr in Candahar, The dissentions which prevailed in that 
country, have ceased under your auspices. I shall proceed to that court. 

The tents of Bhaecs, (Hulkur's wives), are at Siitpoor, two soss from 
Joudpour. Tuiitcu Olignr and Unjah Ram, had been at court, and 
fixed upon a place for their encampment at Bhuluddcen; but there is 
no water there, nor is there any water on the road. On this arcount 
the residence of the Bhaccs was fixed at Tewary, eight coss fnmi 
Joudpoor, and thr.y told the ministera of Joudpour, they would not 
pay for wood or grass. Twenty thousand rnjiees per month was set- 
tled fur the expeoses of the Bhaees. Tantca ilemaiided one lac of 
rupees. Kulliani Mull told him in reply that they should not have 
a handful in advance, but receive it monthly, so nothing was done. 
Maharaje Maun Sing scut the' treaty by Chitter Bang to Lake, tho 
Feringee, with five thousand rupees, to bo divided among his people. 
Lake told the Rajah’s Vakeel that it was improper in the -Mahanyah 
to harbour the family of Holkar, and incunsistent with friendship. 

The Mahanyah wrote in reply, that friendship had for a long time 
existed between him and Holkar, who has encamped on the borders 
of the Marwar (Joudpoor) country, while you remained at a great 
distance. On this account I received his family. Their honour and 
my own are the same. It is not proper your talking on the subject. 
To evince my friendship to the Fnglish, I would not pennit piy tropi’S 
to join Holkar. 

No infraction of the treaty Hhtween us shall be made. Such is the 
puzport of the letter to General Lake. 

Troe translation. 

.. (Signed) G. M. 

Agent to the Governor General 
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• No. VII. 

teUer /rom Chunden Loll to hia «on Letthmn Shig. 

All hero is well, and I pray to God for your welfare. In eight 
days after I took leave of the Mahany ah, I arrived at Joudpoor, and 
paid niy respects to the Rajah, from whonfl received letters and or- 
ders to tho several places where they were required. I understood 
that for a hundred coss beyond Bickanec .*, there is neither an inha- 
bitant nor water. The travellers provide themselves with water at ^ 
Bickancpr, sufficient to serve them to Bhawulpoor. The people with 
me were much alarmed, and you know how 1 am provided. I repre- 
sented this to the Rajah, from whom 1 got a small tent and two more 
camels, and on order for fifty mpees ; but this I did not iiumodiately 
receive, but desired it to he given to my creditors here, and then de- 
parted for Bickanccr. TIicre is a great scarcity of water. The three 
Syces ran away upon i he road. Tho three horses which have been 
accustomed to tender treatment, are not able to go on. Tlic rupees 
which 1 received from the presence were Boondcc rupees, which 
passed on the road to Joudpoor at fourteen annas, and on this side at 
thirteen annas. There is a great scarcity of grain herc^ ten (feers for 
a rupee. Four hundred nipccs were given me for three months ex- 
pense of the elephant The daily expenditure for the elephant is as 

follows, , Tho remainder of this letter relates merely to his 

expenses. 

True* translation. 

(Signed) G. M. 

Agent to the Uovernor CeneraK 


No. vm. 

Letter from Nurui^cen LoU to Jeowvnt Rao Ilolkar. 

Before this six bircarrahs cariying intelligence from this quarter, 
were sent oflT, but hitherto I have recej^ved no answer. What is the 
cause of this want of attention? I on a*fonneT occasion represented 
the disposition of the inhabitants of thin country, and of Kocr Ruu- 
dhere Sing, son of Riyab Runjeet Sing. Rundhere Sing is now pre- 
pared to join you ;• he this day sent for me privately, and said with 


Vide Letter irom Koer Rundhere Sing, No. 1. 
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a sincere heart, I will join Holkar. 1 consider ny own interest;; 
interwoven with the exaltation of Holkar; I am ready to Join his 
victorious Anny. By the bUHsing of Ood, when his triumphant 
troops arrive in this country, and we shall have a meeting, I can join 
him with near one huiidra^ thousand horse and foot, and I will pro- 
cure all the inhabitants, great and small in Hindoostan to join. Hav- 
ing sworn, he added, 1 henceforth am a companion of Holkar in all 
his foils and pleasures. He has also written to yon. Safety to my 
Lord ; Koer Rundhere Sing is enterprising <»nd high minded, and de- 
testing the continuance of the English in this quarter, and their 
kUling coirs, and scorns to yield obedience to tUem; he has therefore 
taken an oath to join you heart and hand, has bound his loins in his 
determination to extirpate them, and now expects yonr answer. But 
he fears your Army is still distant; that the veil of coucealment will 
be tom, and the socrut revealed. The idea is horrid, and the business 
would become difficult 

My Prince, ivheu the enemy went towards Kotah to encounter your 
victorious Army, the disposition of the country greatly changed ; but 
now when yn^ design to come this way, and the enemy, overwhelmeu 
by fear, are again creating disturbances in their own country, so 
weak are their measures, that they put to death the guards belong- 
ing to the ze.iiindars. 

You, who are a boundless river, adopt this arrangement, which 
will make the reprobates fly ; send some chief by the way of Dhoul- 
poor or Kcruwly and Subhieghnr into the country, which will be of 
great advantage. Rajah Runjeet Sing also says, •• Necesaity com- 
pelled me to temporize with the English ; hut from niy iieart I wish 
to sec you victorious, and by the blessing of God, 1 shall be prepared 
to join you on your arrival here. All, the great and tlie low, praise 
the wisdom with which God has endowed yon, who have funned 
such a plan as will put all the Caflen (English) to flight.” 

1 formerly wrote respecting the arrangements in the Dooab, and 
Bugwiint Sing* and others, but no answer has been returned. Now 
is the time.— Nahcr Sing Seikh, who quitted yon and came hero, is 
entertained by Runjeet Singg he desires to be remembered. 

Mahommed Yar Khan the Afgan, has been also entertained, and is 
sent to Rowany. 


* Vide Declaration in Muttra* 
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1 formerly stated the sitnation of Jewan Khan; he is ready to go 
to yon, if ordered, or to be employed in arranging matters here; he 
waits an answer: but fire thousand horse will be wanted for this 
country. 

Misser Byjoon, a son of Misser Eroomany Ram, son of Misser Lah 
Behary, who was astrologer to Mahanyah Soornj Mull and Jowaher 
Sing, and is unequalled in a knowledge of the stars, what ho former- 
ly foretold to you haring happened, just now says you onght to ad- 
vance immediately into Hindoostan, and enter Delhi in the month 
ofCattic. But it is necessary that you make some offering; if you 
onlcT it, it shall be done at the festival, or he will join you and 
accompany tho army. 

I have sufficient influence to engage him in your interest; but your 
leave is necessary, that his letters may arrive. 1 hope for a speedy 
answer. 

The English have established guards, and made provision for the 
Brahmins at Dhujunter Ghaut; bnt tho Misser and the Maharajahs 
Gossain say, if yon will command it^ they will work on the Brahmins 
tb go away ; but an order is necessary. 

Trae translation, 

(Signed) G. M. 

Agent to the CwenUtr General. 


No. IX. 

Letter from Nurunjeen hell^ to Jemmnt Bao Holhar, 

Previous to this, I wrote yon respecting Uic affairs of this quarter, 
and of the requests, and further demands of Rajah Rnnjeet Sing, and 
sent a letter from tlio Rajaii to your address; lam hopeful they 
have passed under ydur sun-like eye. Formerly when a pair of hir- 
carrahs carrying intelligence from this quarter, and a letter from 
Chiinden Loll, which had arrived from*4ondpoor, and a letter from 
Koer Rundhere Sing Behador, were ^spatched to the presence, 
after a lapse of a month it was discovered they were stopped at 
Noahsheher: one of them, from the effects of hunger, died in prison; 
and the other, by tiic exertions of Rajah Runjeet Sing, escaped and 
arrived with the letters, but all business was ndned. The letters of 
Chunden Loll and of Kuer Rundhere Sing, shall again be sent. 
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Just now Rajah Ru^jeet Sing is ready to join yon ; and has told 
me that he was from necessity compelled to join the reprobate (Eng. 
lish); for the enemy surronndbd his country, and the Rigah of Jay- 
poor had also joined them, and yonr victorious army was at a great 
distance. But now, confoimablc to his oath, and by the worship (f 
the eoWf he has girt his loins with firmness. If Just now your victo- 
rious army will approach, he is ready to sacrifice his life. But do 
not act as formerly, for the enemy tremble like reeds at yonr power 
and greatness. Your victorious army without fighting retreated, 
evading an action; if again the same should happen, what place will 
remain to us ^ If you have suspicions of us, bury them ; fur in this 
country, which is a most sanctified place of worship, and the residence 
of our god, how can we support the shtttgJiier of Cows? 

Safety to you. There is just now a misumlurstanding between 
Ruqjeet Sing and the enemy, and their troops will certainly besiege 
Bhuripoor and the other forts. 

At tlic dilTercnt forts horse and foot are entcriiiiiiiug, and stores of 
provisions are collecting fur the garrisons, llic English upcnly say, 
How long iSiBhurtpOor to stand? It is a place of rofuge, and a I'd- 
sidence to the Mahrattas; and they say, Has not the duminiun of the 
Mahrattas been removed from this country ? It is not good tlierefure 
that Bhurtp^r should remain. Now the Rajah clearly understands 
that the establishment of the English power is deadly poison to him, 
and that the English will not leave to him his forts ; he is, tlierofore, 
making preparations, and is desirous, if Holkar will come on just 
now, and be steadfast in his design, he will join him. 

There are no troops of the enemy in this cauniry just now, and the 
whole is bare of soldiers. If you put Lucan to death, and advance, 
yon will conquer the whole country without a battle. I am united 
and confederate with the whole. But if, as before, you are not finh 
in this design, we are helpless and will temporise in the best way wo 
can. 

I am hopeful answers will he immediately sent to both letters, end 
also to those of Rajah Runlet Sing and Koer Rundhere Sing. 

■ Truo translation. 

(Signed) G. M. 

Agent to the Governor General 
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No, X. 

Letter frmn Nuntnjeen LoU to kie Nephew, LelekMnn SiHg. 

(The commcncemeDt relates entirely to his distress from want of 
money.) 

The son of Seat Rnnsah is ready to join Seatjee, and has taken 
his oath that he is ready to hasard his life in this junction, and that 
he will collect all the zemindars in Hindoo^tan, and whatever Amy 
maybe required. My son, this is a trust-worthy and brave man ; hia 
letter is also sent. You will by every means encourage Seatjee; but 
until this matter is ripe, let it be kept secret; after you have read 
the letter and explained it to Sealjee, tear it. lie has made me 
swear that besides Moonsheejec and Sealjee no other person should 
be ac<iuaiuted with this, otherwise mucii harm will ensue. A letter 
from niy brother and an iirxee has arrived which are sent to you, 
from them you will understand the particulars. Seat Rumsah also 
says he is ready to join, and wishes from his heart victory to tliat 
side ; but as the enemy is master, be is helpless. The letter of the 
sons of the Shah is upon plain paper, and without a bag. Do not 
consider this of consequence. It is not scut (the bag) on account of 
the dangers of the road; you will pay attention to iiiy wants, for I 
am in much distress. I formerly wrote regarding the Pen/HUnnas from 
Sewrch &c. but have heard nothing farther on the subject. 1 Icam 
fiuni this hircairah that my brother after having left Dhomun with 
the Rajah of that place, and having iV horse fur his riding, has de- 
parted for Cabul. God protect him and scud him safe back. Change 
the address you have used for the Shah’s son, agreeably hi the accom- 
panying Kookah,* which 1 have just received. He is a good man, 
and is, by^ the blessing of God, in no way estranged from you ; you 
will dispatch the man who brings this immediately and nut detain 
him. If you arc desirous of news, he con bring it you constantly 
from Ciiwnpoor, or anf other place where he may reside ; otherwise 
give him 20 rupees and turn him off. Pay speedy attention to my 
wants. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) G. M. 

Jge/it to the Governor Ceneraf, 


*The Rookah not amongst the. papers. 
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No. XI. 

XdAUrfrom Nwrwi^een LaU io kia Nephtw Leiehmun Sing, 

Before this hircamhei infaroeted with intelligence from this, and a 
letter from Rajah Ruojeet Sing, were dispatched, it is probable they 
haTe arrired ; before that Manga and another hircarrah, with an ad- 
dress from my brother Chunden Loll, were sent to Holkar, and I look- 
ed for their return. 

ARer a month it appeared that the hircarrahs were confined in the 
English Dawk-house at the ghaut : one of them died in prison, and 
Munga, by the good offices of Rigah Runjeet Sing, was brought here. 
All the papers were realtered ; such as remained are sent to yon. 

Just now Ri^ah Runjeet Sing has sent a confidential person to me 
at 'Muttra, saying, if Holkar will come on just now it is better. 1 
have written fully on all matters to the presence, which you will 
pnaent If Holkar will not advance now, when will he come ? Ra- 
jah Ram and Nyn Sing, with letters and bills for 115 Bendraben 
rupees, have just arrived. 

The knowledge of your welfare gave me infinite pleasure. 1 was 
lelivi'ed bf receiving tho bill from tho hircarrah, without which I 
•houU have been greatly distressed. Your exertions and toils 1 
leatn from R^jah Ram; may yon be safe. I sweat by the head of 
Holkar, and by tho power of my god, that although I left my house 
in distress, and have contracted debts, yet my hope is strong If Hul- 
kar comes to this quarter,- in a moment the labour of years will be 
wiped ofiT. 

1 have not as yet received the amount of the bill, it is in the hands 
of Shroffs, to be paid in 14 days, on condition of my obtaining a re- 
ceipt from Jeypoor. My own situation is as follows : — 

Want of money* forced me to come from Bhnrtpoor to Muttra. 
Day and night my ear is open to receive news of Holkar. It is ne- 
cessary you study every word, and state to Holkar that such another 
opportunity will not again occur. After the rains the English will 
become steel ; if Holkar advances now it will be better, and it is ne- 
cefsary, very necessary, i^at answers to the letters of Rajah Runjeet 
Sing and Koer Rundhere Sing be sent, and that you inform me if any 
hivearrahs have arrived from yonr brother: an answer to the letter of 
Metser Byjonat is also required. 

Lalla Qerdary Loll sends his prayers for you. 


* Vide Declaration at Muttra. 
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Geidary Loll of Muhabun, who was with Holkar, expects you will 
assist hinir The letters from my brother came from Rotah, Lalla 
Tecjrai is well in his own house.. Khooshaly Buggest who went to< 
wards the camp from Munga, has come back, in consequence of the 
latter being confined. 

True translation. 

(Signed) O. M. 

Agent to the Gmsernor GeneraL 


No. XII. 

Paper of inUUigenee supposed to he tcriften by Nunn^een loK from ike 
handwriting being the eame as his Utters, 

The situation of aflairs hero is as follows : — General Lake has can* 
toned at Cawnpoor. On the 27tk of Jamenad ood awab^ Lord WeUes^ 
ley arrited by dawk from Odeutta, and brought the traitor person with 
him. On the second day he sent for Aleah Emaru Buksh, the Vakeel 
of ^byah Rnufeet Sing^ and said that he was willing to gie^up thfjiew 
PergunnahSf which General Lake had granted to the Rajah, but that U 
was necessary (hat the English Adawlut, (Court of Justice J, should be 
iniroduced into all his country and forts, and that (he Rajahmhould give 
up one mud fort to the Company for the purpose of depositing the Com~ 
pawfs property, and that he should give up the Salt Mahal of Coaddeere, 
for which, God willing, something else would be given in lieu. The 
above Vakeel answered (hat he would write to the Maharajah on the 
subject, and report his answer when received. Lord Wellesley then 
dispatched letters to the Riyahs of Jeypoor, Joudpoor, Kolah,Bondee^ 
the Rao Ri^ah, and others, telling them to be firm in their attachment 
to the Company, and that he would arrive by the month of Cartlck. 

At this time there is great displeasure betw^een Mr. Mercer, who is 
stationed at Muttra, in charge of the Salt business, and Rajah Rnn- 
jeet Sing, and the former has said that in the month of Cartick, the 
Salt Mahal of Combhere would be taken possession of. Accordingly 
the Rqjah has turned out under some pre^nce that gentleman’s go- 
mastahs from the dififerent salt stations, and will not allow them to 
return. Mr. Mercer was much displeased at this, and sent for his 
people at the other stations, and demanded from them the money which 
they had received for the purshase of salt. The Bi^ sent Rooprj^ to 
Mr, Mercer, to settle this business, who abused him, and said it was 
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the Older of Government, tliat in the month of Cartick liie forte 
dionld he taken firom Idm, and that he told him this before hand, that 
he might see whether he spdke truth. During this time Meah Rmaro 
Buksh Khan’s unsee arrived on the subject of Lord Wenesle3r's arri* 
val, and the order to introduce the Englith Adawlwt, On these accounts 
the Rajah has been much incensed, and is now entertaining horse 
and foot, and repairing the bastions and walls of the fort, and col- 
lecting stores of grain. The English will certainljr qnarrel with 
Rajah Runjeet Sing. Oomastahs have been dispatched to Jaypoor, 
to take possession of Sambhur, which, it is reported, the Rajah of 
Jaypoor has given to the English for five lacs of mpees. The Eng- 
lish have given up the Jaidads of Bala Bhye, Hubeeb Shah, and 
iloonshee Kavel Nyn; and it is reported that the Army of Bapoojee 
Scindeah has arrived at Malarcc Khooseelgur. 

■ The Army of tuo enemy stationed in Hindoostan is as follows : 
Ilarreen, mth a hattalion of Sepoys and six small guns, and a regi* 
meni of Caoalry, and all the baggage of the Army, is eanioncii in 
Scindeah PatecFs eantouments. The eastomnent is more than a eoss in 
kngUl^ andffl large bungalow has been erected, that it might appear flom 
a distance to be a large Army. 

Mr. Mercer has made a factoiy in Mnttra on the part of the Com- 
pany. Cofonel Ochtcriuny is at Delhi, alteudiiig on the King with 
half a battalion, and HoRk Ibrahim has been made Soobah of Delhi. 
At Delhi, Muttra, and other places ; the practice of killing cattle is 
continued. 

Particulars of the Army stationed in Hindoostan. 

At Muttra, one battalion and one regiment if Cavalry, and six GunSm 

Agra, one Dattalion, 

DeVu, 600 Sepoys, and Jive hundred recruits. 

In Hindoostan there is no other Army than the above. 

If the conquering Army comes to this quarter, thero is nobody 
but Lucan, who has the power of opposing it. Rigah Runjeet Sing is 
also ready to join. Bamboo Khan, Afghan, with two thousand 
horse and foot, is near Lloghulpoora Delhi. He represents to the 
King that the person who committed the crime had been punished for 
it; that he himself had committed no crime, and hoped for a khilat 
and ihvour. This the King will not agree to. His Miyesty is angry 
with Hafis, who is at present master, on account of the slaying of 
cattle. 
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Rajah Ranjeet Sing Iras besieging the fort of the Ahees in Rcwar- 
ry. Now that he is displeased with the English he has raised the 
siege. 

Begnm Sumroo with her Battalions is as usual. Bowna Saharun- 
poor, and others are to be given td Semboo Ram Subsookruy. 

Patnee Mull, the Uewan of Mr. Mercer, came from that enemy, 
and began to read the Payog, by an hundred Brahmins, and set down 
with them three Padrees. Goshaynjeo asked Palace Mnll, as he was 
of the Hindoo religion, how he could do such a thing, which the 
devil himself would not do? He answered that he was helpless; 
otherwise how could he wish such a thing. 

Rajali Runjeet Sing is employed lught and day in entertaining horse 
and foot. If the conquering Army ani\e now, all will be well. 

To the Commander in Chief, 


To His Excellency the Commander in Chuf^ ^e, tfc. S^e, 

OJlicial. Secret. 

1. 1 have the honour to /icknowlcdge the receipt of yohr £xB311en« 
cy*9 letter, noted in the margin, together with its enclosures. 

2. I entirely approve your Excellency’s proceedings |s communi- 
entod to me in that letter, respecting tlie traitorous correspondence 
inturrepted by Lieutenant Colonel Monson, and the examination and 
apiiirhcn:}ion of the Agent of Jeswitnt Rao Holkar, in the city of 
Muttra. 

3. The docnnicuts transmitted with your Excellency’s dispatch, 
afTord ample proof of the existence of a Inutorous design to engage 
the powjFT of Jeswunt Rao Holkar in the prospcution of purposes, 
inimical to the British interests in Hiuduostan. 

4. 1 am, however, disposed to believe that Rajah Runjoct Sing, Ra- 
jah of Bhurtpoor, ani> his son Kocr Rundhere Sing, although deeply 
implicated in the existing design by their intercepted letters and 
communications, arc rather to be considered as the instruments of 
their respective servants and adherents, than as principal contrivers 
of this nefarious project. 

5. The project has probably originated among the desperate cha- 
racters justly described in the Qth paragraph of your Excellency’s 
letter; and it oppoara reasqpable to presume, that the intrigues and 
machinations of those abandoned adventurers, have involved the Ra- 
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Jah of Bhuitpoor and his ion in a design e?idcntly contrary to (heir 
interests, and of ishich the snccess could not prove advantageoni to 
any other dasi of persons, than the mean, profligate, and indigent 
contrif era of the original plot. 

6. The just principles of policy, as well as the characteristic lenity 
and mercy of the British Government, require that a due indulgence 
should be manifested towards the imbecility, ignorance, and indolence 
of the Native Chiefs, who have been drawn into these acts of trea- 
chery and hostility by the depravity and artifices of their servants 
and adherents ; on the other hand every principle of justice as well 
as of public security demands that an example should be made of the 
real authors of this design, and that due punishment of those guilty 
should operate as a restraint upon similar dispositions to commit acts 
of wickedness and audacity. 

7. I Iherrfon hereby mUhmee eoid direct your Excellency to aesure the 

of Bhurlpoor in the nuat dieHnct ienu, of the deterrmaim of 
the Brilieh Government to disehui'ge aU the obligaiioHS of the existing 
treaty udih him in ike most strict and punctual manner^ to apprise the 
Hbf/ah qf the falsehood and wickedness of the imputalions alleged agai»:t 
the jSHtish Goeemmentj respecting a supposed design of violating that 
treaty f by any interference in the Ridah*s internal Govemmeut^or by any 
attempt to sulyect his terrUorieSf forts or garristms to the dcil or crimi. 
nal jurUdietion of the Company's Cuarto, or to interpose the authority of 
the Company in any manner whatever in his Civil or Miiilary Govern* 
ment, or in any manner whaleber io depart from the terms of the sub* 
sisling treaty, 

8. Your Excellency will be pleased to make this communication 
to the Rajah of Bhurtpoor, either by letter, or by the direct mission 
of an accredited Agent, or by both modes of communication, accord- 
ing to your judgment and discretion. 

9. You will accompany this communication, by transmitting to the 
Rijab co^es of any letters which may have faUen into your Excel- 
lency’s hands from himself or from his sun addressed to Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar; yon will also signify to the R^jah your Excellency’s know- 
ledge of the conduct of his servants and adherents, and of the per- 
sons who have inaintBined an intercourse in his name with Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar; and you will admonish the R^jah respecting the inevi- 
table min in which the practices of such persons must involve him if 
sufiered to proceed v/ith impunity. You will also require the Ri^ah 
and his family to relinquish all communication with Jeswunt Bno 
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Ilolkar, and vilh CYfry other enemy of the British Government ; and 
you will signify to tho Rajah that if he should continue such inter- 
course or correspondence^ lio will compel your Excellency to treat 
him as a public enemy. 

10. Your Excellency will further inform the Rajah of Bhuripoor of 
your determination to seise and bring to justice, all the agents con- 
cerned ill any traitorous correspondence between the allies and de- 
pendants of the Company and its enemies, wherever such agents 
may be found ; and you will apprise the Rajah that tho indnlgcncies 
manifosted towards himself and his son, will not extend to the infe- 
rior agents of the conspiracy, whom your Excellency will punish in 
the most signal and exemplary manner. 

11. Your Excellency will be pleased to employ every degree of 
alacrity and exertion in apprehending all tho agents and instruments 
of tho existing conspiracy^ and you will not scruple to seiao any 
siirli iiorsun, iillhniigh tboy slioulcl have taken riTuge in the territurica 

of our allies and dependants; especially you will use every endeavour 
to seize any sucH persona who may remain within the territories of 
the Rajah of Khurtpoor, apprising tho Rajah in the most distinct 
terms, of your determination not to sanction any asylum for Qominais 
of such a description. 

12. In pursuance of the spirit of this communication I hereby au- 
thorise and direct your Excellency to bring to trial dcforc a Court 
Martial, all such porsous concerned in the present conapir.'iry, as shall 
have been apprehended within the territories of onr dependants and 
allies, or within the territories of the Company, not yet subject to 
the Code of regulations, and your Excellency will indict upon such 
persons the punishment awarded by the sentence of such Court Mar- 
tial. 

13. tTnder this instruction your Excellency will bring to trial, and, 
upon conviction, to punishment, Nuruiijccn Loll, apprehended in the 
city of Muttra, together with the other persons, whose correspon- 
dence appears in your dispatch, if they shall have been apprehended 
within tho limits described in the preceding paragraph. 

14. With regard to such persons, charged with tlie same crime, 
us shall be apprehended within tlie Company's provinces, subject to 
the regulations, your Excellency v\i11 be pleased to bring this descrip- 
tion of criminals to trial before the Company's Court of Circuit and 
Appeal. 


L 
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16. The effectaal and early Tcdaetton of power of Jeawnnt 
BaO UfAkax, wiB affioid the oidy cetU&a tad ^noaiie'Dl ieeuntjf 
against the consequences of thisconspincy, aiS well as against every 
simnar design. 1 flatter myself that yonr Rxcelleney will be enabled, 
by ibnning a detachment between Agra and Dellu, to proridf* n suffi- 
cient restraint npdn any internal disaffection, or upon the conduct of 
the Rajah of Bhurtpoor, while the main body of yoar Army shall 
more with celerity against Jeswunt Itao Holkar. 

I roly with implicit confidence upon the seasonable application of 
your £xcellcnc3'*3 transcendent talents and activity, to this most ur- 
gent pnxposc, being firmly convinced that an early pressure upon the 
power of Jeswunt Rao Holkar from Hindoostan, will provide imme- 
diate safety for all onr possessions, as well as for the general traii- 
qnillity of India. Any delay on the movement of the force destined 
to act immediately against Holkar, must lend to encourage that free- 
booter and his adherents, as well as every disaifecti'd person witlilii 
t>ur dominions. I entertain no doubt that the first appearance of your 
Excellency's Army In the field, will dispel all these vain hopes and 
wicked artifices. Until an impression shall have been m ule npon^ 
Ho1Iu( 2>.. forces by the British arms, it is evident, that however con- 
temptible, in fact, his power will obtain considerable repotutitMi among 
the Native states; and the existence of such a reputation must tend 
to disturb the British territories, and to weaken the British influence 
and power in the northern provinces of Hindoostan. 

Thavo the honour to. be, with the greatest respect, 

Sir, 

Your Excellency's &c. 

(Signed) WELLESUKV. 

By His Ezcellcnry the bloat Noblu the Governor General. 

(Signed) J. ARMSTRONG, 

N. B. without date. Military Secretan'y. 


(Extract, Bengal Secret CmauUations, 7th March, IHOC.^ 

To Ifjo Excellency the Most Noble Maryueas Wetleoleff, Govtmbr 
General, tgc. Ijrc. tfc. 

My Lord, 

1. I have the honour to enclose for your Excellency's infonnathm 
translations of the correspondence which pai^sed between me and 
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jah Kiuiiodt Sing ol^Bhurtpoor^ since the period of Jcswunt Kao 
Holkar's arrival in Hindoostan. 

3. Your Eauellency ^ill ol^scrve, that the positive demand made 
by me, on roy arrival at Agra, for the junction of Runjeet Sing’s 
troops in conformity to the stipulations of the treaty, which demand 
had been delayed until the presence of my Army might enable him 
to have complied with it with safety to liimself, has only been an- 
sv/ered by an evasive reference to his Vakeel, who had remained 
behind at Agra, when I marched iVom that place to Muttra. 

3. Moonsheo Gunga Pursand, the person mentioned in Rnn- 
jsei Sing's letter, received on the Ith of October, arrived in my camp 
at Muttra, but confined himself to vague assurances of the Riyah’s 
sincerity, and wishes to preserve the friendship of the Rritish go- 
vemmenL He was dispatched with a verbal answer to the same 
pnrport as my letter to the Ralah of that date, aiui under pretence 
of apprehension for tho Cavalry of Holknr between Muttra and 
Bbiirtpoor, crossed tho Jumna at Muttra, with the avowed intention 
of going to Agra, and thence to Bhurtpoor; but in reality pro- 
ceeded to Hattrasa and Monrsaun, as it atlerwards appeared Jirom 
intercepted letters. He had been instructed, for the purpose of inciting 
the Jaut Chiefs, Rid^ Dyoram of llattrass, and Rajah Bugwunt 
Sing of Moorsaun, to use the utmost diligence in inl^rccpting tho 
supplies for the British Army. 

4. During this period Holkar bad been regularly supplied with 
provisions, and, it is confidcutly reported, withinoiioy fmm Bhurtpoor; 
and from the great additional advantage vrhirh the friendship of 
Runjeet Sing afforded him of throwing the whole of his bazars and 
baggage under the protection of Bhurtpoor, he was enabled to evado 
any decisive attack upon his Cavalry, whilst my anxiety to proceed, 
to the relief of Delhi, prevented my following him to any considerable 
distance from my route. 

A. The proofs of the hostile and treacherous conduct of Rajah 
Runjeet Sing, contained in the intercepted correspondence which I 
had formerly the honour of laying before ^our Excellency, between 
his family and servants and Jeswunt Raa Holkar, appear to be fully 
substantiated by subsequent events, which evince so decidc<l a dis- 
regard of tho stipulations of the advuntageous treaty he had con- 
tracted with the British Govemincnl, and such marked ingratitude 
for the additional favour coaforred upon him by giving him possession 
of countries to which he had no claim, that yom Excellency will, no 

1-2 
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donbt, conaider H equally necessary stronf^ly to marie tlie displeasure 
of Government for hM past conduct, and to provide an adcftu ite se- 
curity for its Interest ai^ainsf any farther acts of (teaciicry on Iiis 
part. 

6. The opinion of the country is unanimous, Chat Rajah Ruqjput 
Singes promlsps of support have been a principal inducement with 
Ilolkar to advance into this country— that the supplies he has been 
fumrrhed with from Bhurtpoor have alone enabled him to maintain a 
fiot.'ng in it till my arrival — and that the disturbances which existed 
in the Dooab, were principally excited and augmented by the evident 
countenance and support given by Runjeet Sing to the views and 
operations of the enemy. 

7. As the advantages which Runjeet Sing has obtained by the trea- 
ty, and Ihc favours subsequently bestowed on him, have hitherto 
proved equally insuflicient to secure even a neutrality on his part, in 
a contest wherein his interests would naturally appear to ensure n 
coraiiil support to the British Government, it appears to me that no 
cnufidc/it reliance can be hereafter plarcd upon his professiuns of 
frieii±:'iip, ffor any adequate security obtained for the safety of this 

nor the quiet of the upper part of the Oooab; whilnt his pos- 
O'" ihi foria of Bhurtpoor, Dclg, Weir, and others, may enar 
blc him to give effetiaal assislurice loan external enemy, and promote 
di»*affcclion ftinong I'.ic ijaveral Jaut chiefs in the j>o'5ub,who arc in a 
great mcasur ! guided hy his influence, and who will ermsider ao in- 
attention on *hc part of the (tovemment to Ais late conduct, as pro- 
ceeding more from an apprehension of the strength of his forts, than 
from lenity. 

8. The flight of Ifulkaris Brigades with his Artiller}', will be a 

convincing proof to llajrih Runjeet Sing, of the fallacy of the liopes 
he m*iy hare entertained of Holkar's retaining any permanent footing 
in Hi»di>ostaii, mid 1 may, consequently, expect Jiis speedy return to 
pr.'fcssiims of entire submission to the wishes of the British Go\ em- 
inent. 4 ^ 

To such professions I shall answer, that as the treaty ho had 
cz:£ered into with me had k-een ratified by your Excellency in Coun- 
cil, it w^'ViM rest with your Excellency to determine how far his sub- 
sequent couduct had entitled him to the benefits of that treaty, or to 
be considered in the honourable light of an ally of the British Co- 
vi mraent ; but that in the meantime I siidald consider it my duty to 
ffaume the grant which had been made I'i him, independent of the 
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treaty, by the conditional Siinnud, (a translation of wbicb is now en- 
closed)^ until I should be fumished with your Excellency’s sentiments 
on the subject. 

10. As it will bo of importance that 1 should be speedily informed 
of your Excellency's final determination, in regard to the conduct to 
be observed to Rajah Ruiyeet Sing, 1 hope the subject will meet your 
ExcelU'Ucy’s early attentiou. 

1 have the honour to be, 

&c. &c. 

Hetkd Qmrterit Camp^ Delhi, } (signed) G. LAKE. 

October filsf,lbU4. 1 


To Hit Excellency the MoH Noble Marquess Wellesley K, P. Goremor 
Ccneral, fye, Ac. 4'^* 

My Loan, 

I hare the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s inf(>rmation, the 
a(compan>iog copy of a letter from the IJoiiourable Lie uU;aan^ Colo- 
nel Monson. 

'llie decided part the Bhurtpoor RnjaU has taken against the 
British Govemmeut in defiance of tlie treaty he entered into, leaves 
it no longer possible to attempt to preserve n pacific line i f conduct 
towards that chief. I shall therefore commence operations against 
Deig, at the earliest practicable period. 

1 have the honour to be, &c. &ic. 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp, Bemar, 1 
November 21st, 1S04. 5 


To His ExceUcncyJSeneral Imke, Commander in Chief, tfc, 

My Loro, 

I omitted in my public dispatch of th(^14lh instant to inform your 
Excellency, that in the action of the 1 3th instint, with tho Army of 
Jeswunt Kao Holkar, the fort of Deig during the engagement opened 
a heavy and destructive fire on our columns as tiiey advanced upon 
the enemy, and that the Kajah of Bhurtpoor had also in tho action 
of that day, one thousand horse and three baltalious of Infantry with 
their guns. Tho Commander of this force (Sen Sing) was wounded 
in the leg with a cannon shot. They continue ‘to fire from tho fort 
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on onr advanced posts and camp, but, 1 have the satisfaction to add , 
'with Utile or no effect. 

1 hare the honour to be, fiic, 

(Signed) W.MONSON, 

Coi^p before Dtig^ \ /fiisndi* . 

18Ch November y 1804. 5 


To Lieutenant Cetonel Lake,^€, 4rc. 

Sir, 

I am directed by His Excellency the Host Noble the Ooveiiioi 
General, to request that you will inform His Excellency the Com- 
mander in Chief, that the Govcnior General has taken into his delibe- 
rate consideration the subject of His Excellency’s dispatch, (No. 184) 
dated 21st October, on the subject of the Rajah of Bhurtpoor; and 
it is His Excellency tho Governor General’s intention to transmit a 
detailed reply to that dispatch in the course of a few days. With a 
view, however, to apprise the Commander in Chief of the Governor 
Generars sentiments on the qnestion submitted to His Excellency’s 
coSsicieratTon, in the dispatch abovementioned, 'with the utmost prac- 
ticable expedition, I am instructed to transmit to you, for the purpose 
of being siihmilted to the Cojnmander in Chief, the enclosed paper uf 

notes, containing the substance of the Governor Ocneral’a proposed 
reply to that dispatch, and to request that you will communicate to 
the Commander in Chief the Governor General's desire, that His Ex- 
cellency will be pleased to regulate his proceedings with respect to 
the Rajah of Bhurtxmur, by the sentiments stated in the enclosed 
documents. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) N. B. EGMONSTONK, 
Fori WiUiam^ 1 Secretary to Gcvennif.nt. 

inth October, 1804. $ 

Notea of tJu! proposed reply to Wa Excellency the Commander hi Chiefs 
dispatch of the 21sr Odober, on the subject of the conduct ef the Ri^ah 
of Bhurtpoor. * 

1. Whether the acts described by tlie Commander in Chief bo the 
acts of the Rajah of Bhurtpoor, or of his advisers against the Rajah’s 
inclination, they must be considered as the acts of his Govenunent, 
and that question need not affect the proceedings of the British pow- 
er with regard to that priucipality. 
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2S. Tlie facts stated by the Commandev iu Chluf^ ’aflfoi'J Ibe strongest 
presumptive cv&uenco of the hostiliLj (if the state of Bhuripoor, and 
are uqquestiuii&biy of a nature to absolve us from the obligation of 
our cugagements to the Uitjah. 

3. The local situation of the Cmnniundcr in Chief places viithin 
bis n'uch, means of judging of the views and intentions of the state 
r.f K*lmr(poi>r, with more certainty and couudenre than the Governor 
General can possibly possess. His Excellency accordingly deems it 
proper to rely entirely upon the judgin(‘nt of tim Commander in 
Cliicrf for the decision of that question. 

4. If the Ounniander in Chief should be Batisfi(^d that the state of 
Bhurfpoor is connected with Holkar, his proceedings with respect to 
Uliurtj»oor must be regulated principally by considerations of a Mili- 
tary nature, applied to actual ocrunroncos. 

4. If the Commander in Chief should succeed in destroying the 
power of Holkar, without being under the necessity of pursuing 
Holkar in such a direction, and to such a distance as would plac^ 
Bburtpoor between the Commiuidcr in Chirf’s Army and the British 
territories, and if his Excellency should thus he left at liberty to em- 
ploy a suflliciojnt force for the roditclionof Bhurlpoor, the prosecution 
of that enterprise will then become a question of ii political as well 
as of a military nature. 

0. If however, in the event stated in paragraph 5, the Cumtqandrr 
in Chief should consider the rcducflbii of the Rajah of Bhurtpoor s 
fiirtrosses to be absoluUdy necessary for the pLrniain tit security of 
our possessions, that consideration being piiramount to all others, 
ought to influence the decision of the question. 

7, If considerations of security should not require the punishment 
of Bliurtpoor, those of policy suggest the expediency of lorbeuronce, 
notwithstanding the provocation which would render such punish- 
ment an act of rctribaflvo justice. 

8. If the CuinmandeT in Chief should be under the necessity of 
pursuing Holkar in such a direction, and such a distance as would 
place Bhnrtpoor botw'cen his Army and the British possessions, it 
will remain for the Commander in Chief to decide : 

First — Whether it would be safe to leave the state of Bhurtpuor iu 
the command of all its strength and resources in the rear of omr 
Aniiy. • 

Secondly— If it he considered dangerous to leave the state of 
Bhurtpuor unmolested, while our Army should be in pursuit of Hoi- 
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karin the manner aboTe stated, whether it is practicable to prosecute 
the double operation of redwJns the Rajah of Bhurtpoor's forts j and 
of pursuing Holkar with a superior force at tho same time ; or, if 
this be impracticable, whether a British force, sufllciently strung to 
keep tho Ri\jah of Bhurtpoor in check, although not of suflicient ex- 
tent to undertake the reduction of the forts, could be left in a posi- 
tion proper for that purpose without retarding or impairing the elliciency 
of our operations against Holkar. 

Thirdly — both those plans be deemed impracticable, whether 
the British interests would bo exposed to the greater haxard, by sus- 
pending the pursuit of Holkar until the reduction of the power of 
Bhurtpoor, or by leaving that state In all its actual strength, in the 
rear of our Army. 

0. These arc questions which the Commander in Chief is most 
competent to decide, and it is the wish of the Oorernor CSencral that 
Ihe Commander in Chief should act according to the dictates of his 
judgment, upon the rarbius cases thus submitted to his consideration. 

10. The question of the resumption of the grant of lands, widcli 
the n.*ijah of Bhurtpoor received from the Commander in Chief, must 
bo decided with reference to tho following considerations : 

First — If'liether its resumption would involve or precipitate hostili- 
ties with the f^tato of Bhurtpoor; in which event, that question is 
involved ill the consideration of the questions above stated. 
Secundly— If it should not inVolfe or precipitate hostilities, whether 

the possession uf the lands specified in the grant, aflbrds to the state 
of Bhurtpoor any adiantagein the prosecution of plans of treachery, 
by their position, by the places of strength which they contain, or by 
their revenue. If they do afford such advantage, the expediency <ir 
their rosnmption must bn considered in a degree, with reference to 
the means which we possess of excluding the authority of the Rajah 
of Bhurtpoor from those lands and depriving him of those advan- 
tages, and of maintaining our own authority in those lands. 

11. The Governor Griforal reposes entire confidence in the judg- 
ment, ability, and niilitaiy skill of the Commander in Chief; and is 
therefore desirous of leaving in perfect freodom, .the application of 
those distinguished qu'dlitics to the actual situation of affairii^ and to 
this question among others for the promotion of the public service. 

' (Signed) Nl B. EDMONSTONE, 

Tort } Secretary to Government ^ 

yovrmher IZtA, ISOl. ji 
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1V» If, B. Edmmuimie Etq, Secretary to Gocemment ifc. 

Sir, 

I have the honour, by direction of His ExceUcncy the Commander 
in Chief, to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of the loth 
instant by express last night, covering a paper of notes containing 
the substance of the Governor General’s proposed reply to the Com- 
mander in Chiefs dispatch, (No. 184) dated the 21st October, on the 
subject of the conduct of the Bajah of Bhurtpoor. 

I am instructed by His Excellency the Commander in Chief, to re- 
quest you will assure His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General, that his proceedings with respect to the Rajah of Bhurtpoor, 
will be regulated by tho sentiments stated in the documents above 
alluded to. 

TL is the intention of His Excellency the Commander in Chief, at an 
curly period, again to address his liordship on this subject. 

I have the honour to bo, &e, 

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, 

• Head Qaarierc Camp, Jctcarf { MUitanf Secretaty. 

27th November, 1801. ) • » * , 


To Ilia ExccUency the CnmmandtT in Ckieffifc, 

(Secret and Ofliciai.) 

Sir, « 

1. Having received the whole of yonr Excellency’s correspondence 

respecting the recent conduct of the Rajah of Bhurtpoor, and advert- 
ing to the aid afforded hy that chieftain to the troops of Jeswunt Rao 
llolkar, at the battle of Ucig on the 13th November, and on various 
occasion! since that period of time, 1 am decidedly of opinion that 
the Unjah of Bhurtpoor has not only violsited tho treaty concluded 
with him by your Excellency on the 9th October 1803, but has com- 
mitted the most unprovoked and violent acts of hostility against the 
British Government. • 

2. 1 entirely approve tho measures which your Excellency has 
alnsidy pursued for the purpose of *frusirating the effects of tho 
Hajali's treachery and hostility, mtd fur the reduction of the fortress 
of Deig. The entire reduction of tho power and resources of tlio 
Rajah of Bhurtpoor, however, has now become indispensably neces- 
sary, and I accordingly autiun-ise, and direct your Excellency to adopt, 
immodiuto arrangements for the attainment of that desirable object, 
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and for the amiezatioB to the British power, in such maimer as your 
Excellency may deem most consistent with the public intoiests, of 
all the forts, teritorles, and ^Bsessions belonging to the Rajah of 
Ehnrtpoor. 

а. In carrying these instructions into execution, your Excellency 
will be pleased to advert to the train of my notes of the 13th Novem- 
ber 1804, transmitted in a letter under date 13th November from the 
Secretary to Government in the Secret Political Department; the 
fficastires to be pursued against the Rajah of Bhnrtpoor must be con- 
sidered to be subordinate to the main object of destroying the re- 
sources and power of Jeswunt RaoUolkar. That chieftain, however, 
now derives his principal if not his sole means of mischief, from the 
aid of the Rajah of Bhnrtpoor; and the subjugation of the power 
and territory of the Rajah of Bhurtpoor, therefore, is essential to the 
reduction of Holkar’s hostile force. 

4. Yonr Excellency will stilt be pleased to consider the pursuit of 
Holkai^s personal Army to be the principal object of the war; and 
adverting to the general tenour of my former instructions, you will^ 
constantly bear in mind my opimon, that tho entire destruction of 
whatever force may be attached to the person nt this freoboutor, is 
indispensably required for the tranquility of India, arid that even the 
arrest of his person is highly desirable. 

б. You will therefore prosecute hostilities against the Rajah of 
Bhnrtpoor, with reference to the object stated in the preceding par- 
agraphs. Whatever portion of the territory of Bhurtpoor may be con- 
quered, 1 request your Excclleucy to establish a civil authority in it 
without delay, for the temporary administration of the revenues, and 
of civil and criminal justice. 

6. As your Excellency’s proceedings against the Rq}a]i of Bhurt- 
poor are calculated to serve as an example to other petty states, I 
desire that your Excellency will be pleased to rward circular let- 
ters is our Solties on N. W. frontier, and to the several Rajpoot 
states, including Kotah kc., rnd also to Begnni Sumroo, and the 
Sikh chieftains, expiainihg tlie principles of your Excellency’s con- 
duct towards the Rajah of Ifhuripoor, and assuring the allies and 
neighbouring states of the continuance of our friendship for them, 
and of our wish to preserve flic peace, and to respect tho indepen- 
dencQ of all the contigpous states of India. It might also be useful 
to circulate a declaration of a similar tend^cy, waning all persons 
against the consequences of affording aid to our enemies, and assni- 
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the iiihabitBBts aad chiefr of tho sunoiiDdiiig coiutrieB^ of our 
amicable dispositicn towards all who shall not favour the cause of 
the enemy. 

7. 1 shall forward to yonr Excellency letters, and a declaration in 
my name to the effect ; bnt in the mean while 1 request your Excel- 
lency to lose no time in addressing the several states in your own 
name. 

8. Bapoojee Scindia with his troops has openly Joinod Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar. Your Excellency is apprised that this person is not only an 
officer of Dowlnt Bao Scindia’s Government, (who was sent to coope- 
rate with your Excellency in the attack of Jeswunt Rao Uolkar, under 
the stipulations of the defensive alliance concluded with Dowlut Rao 
Scindia), but is actually one of those chieftains included in the list 
of persons who receive pensions and jagheera from the British Go- 
veniincnt, under the 7Ui article of the treaty of Surjeanjengaum. Un- 
der these circumstances Bapoojee Scindia cannot be considered to be 
entitled to any of the rights of war^ and it is my iutention to proceed 
pgainst him accordingly. 

II. Your ExcclLmcy will tliereforo be pleased to issne a proclama- 
tion, order! og Dapooji’o Scindia and his followers to proceed to your 
Excellency's camp, on a certain day to be named by yonr Excellency, 
under the penalty in case of failure, of being considerod and treated 
as rebels and traitors to the cause of the allies, and to the British 
Government from which lie receiver a pension. If Bapoojee Scindia 
should not Join your Excellency's camp oil the prescribed day, and 
should aftenvards become a pnsoner to the British Army, your Ex- 
cellency will be pleased to try him by a Court Martial, and to carry 
into imincdiatc execution the punishment which may be awarded to 
him for his flagrant treachery and rebellion. Your Excellency will 
pursue similar measures against any of the followers of Bapoojee 
Scindia who may bill into your hands, notifying yonr Excellency's 
iutcutiou in the proclamdUon to be published under the instructions 
contained in this dispatch* e 

10. Your Excellency will also be pleased to take similar steps with 
regani to Suddasheo Bhow and his fulhiwers, who being ordered by 
Scindia to Join Lieutenant Colonel Monson, hare also Joined the 
enemy. 

1 have tlie hoimur to be, Ac. 

Fort William, > ' (Signed) U'ELLESLEV. 

2Qlh D€cmtir, 1804. ) 
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Tn N, B. Eimoutmitf Etq, Secretary to Goremment, ^e. 

S«> 

. 1. 1 have the honour to transmit to jou, for the infonnatio i of His 
Kacellency the Most Noble the Governor General^ copies and trans- 
lations of two letters from Jeswunt Rao Ilolkar, to Lalla Nurunjeen 
Lolly his agent at Bliurtpoofy and to the Bhurtpoor Rajah, which 
wm intercepted by Mr. T. Mercer, in charge of the police at Muttra. 

2. The letter to the Rajah of Bhnrtpoor was forwarded to me uno- 
pened, and covered with his kareeta under the large and small seal 
of Holkar, The Furwannah to Nurunjeen Lull under Holkar*s large 
seal, had been opened by Mr. Mercer for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether it contained any information, on which it might be necessary 
for him to act without waiting for the orders of His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief. 

I have the honour to he, &c. 

(Signed) G. MERCER, 

to the Governor Getteral, 

CoNHipore, \ 

Slfl «tv£i<«ti^804. I 


, TRANSLATION. 

From Jesimiiif Rao Holkar to LaUa Nttrui^een LoU, dated l2thof Ruh^ 
bee ool Akkeri of 1804 . 

Your nnee with the letter from Bishoo Jnder Behadnr, (Rfyah 
Rnnjeet Sing% has been received, and their contents understood. I 
send an answer to the Rajah's letter, which you will deliver to him 
secretly, and iofurro him personally of all the particulars of the bat- 
tle and defeat of the enemy, the taking of Lucan, the Europran, and 
the Nawaub Fyne Tnllnb Khan, of Bharistcli^ prisoners, and the 
son of Riyah Heera Sing of Bnllamghur, and others, being killed on 
the field of battle, (all whichjcircumstanccs you will learn from the 
writing of Moonshee Letchzhun Sing), and getting the Rajah to ho 
prepared to act in ray service, yon will represent to mo what his in- 
tentions and inclinations are. You will also give those orders to the 
R^ah from me, that if any battalion or regiment of Cavalry, or any 
individual Eumpean wh(» may have fled from the battle should come 
to that quarter, he will make every enquiry* after them by his hircar- 
rahs and others, and take them prisoners alive, and not allow them 
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from any other, and Rajah Bishoo Juder should not hare the power 
to oppoBo it, he will stop its supplies adcording to the custom of ze- 
mindars, and confine their means of livelihood. Let him be steady 
to tJie agfreemenf, that the children of the wearers of turbans, should 
be faithful to the wearers of turbans, and tlie suns of Europeans to 
the Europeans. 

You will consider me as attentive to your welfare, and continue to 
flcnd me your urzees. I have {dven twelve Rupees to Penraje Cossid. 
Bo satisfied. 

True Translation. 

(Signed) G. MERCER, 

Agent to the Governor GencraL 


TRANSLATION. 

Jitter from Jesn-uni Jiao JJolkar to Rcfiah Ruideet Sing, Bishoo Jttder 
Behadurf dated on the cocer ike 16th of lluhhee ool AtSher^ 

July, 1804. 

I have received your letter, and have been gratified by it. nnd 
have understood all particulars from the uneee of Nuruujeen Lull. 
As 1 sent this person to you on account of unr ancient fricndsliip, I 
have now written tu him that he sliduld always remain witli you, and 
give me the accounts of your hcaldi, and conduct our mutual con- 
sultations at this time, when the wicked Caffers have been punished 
by my victorious troops who arc obedient to my commands, and have 
gained a great victory. Although yon may have heard these circum- 
stances from report, still 1 have written the i>articulars and others 
to Jjalla Nuruiijecn Loll, who will inform yon of thorn privately. 
My dignified standarSs will be speedily directed to that quarter, to 
punish the rebellious reprobates, and to sottlc Hindoostau. It is the 
duty of friendship that you should, agrd^bly to ancient usage, exert 
yourself heartily in the service of tlie tjircar, and pay ever}' alten- 
f ion to the above mentioned Vakeel. Considering me in every situa- 
tion your friend, continue to write me constantly. 

True I'ranslBtion. 

. (Signed) G. MISRCER, 

Agent to the Goventf^r GenercK 
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Extraei ^ Utter "No. tha Caimnander iik CAiV/, the Bight He* 

noreibU I^rd Lake^ <o ike Gncernvr Generfd^ Marqnese WelUdey^ 

dated Mattntf Julif let, 1805^ 

1. Your Lordship wil! recollect^ that at an early period of the last 
Mrar^ when the success of our operations had extended our dominion 
beyond the rirer Jumna, the Rajah of Bhurtpoor was the lirst of the 
neighbourinff chiefs who manifested a desire to connect his interests 
with those of the British Government, and that in consequence of the 
overtures which he made to me, and in compliance with tlie instruc- 
tions with which 1 had been furnished by your Lordship in Council, 
1 concluded a treaty of alliance with the Bhurtpoor state, highly 
advantageous to its importance, to its interests, and to its security. 

2. In conaequence of this treaty, the Rnjah of Bhurtpoor was cx. 

onerated from the heavy tribute he bad annually been compelled to 
pay to the Maltratta states, and his future security and iudepondciico 
made to rest on the solid foundation of British power. An enlarge- 
ment of territory, and an increase of wealth, likewise sprung out of 
this alliance, and constituted the rewards of the early attachment he 
had manifes{pd to tho cause of the British Government. ' 

3. Large tracts of country adjoining to the territories of Bhurt- 
poor were, in the course of the war, conquered from Doirlut Rao 
.Snindcah. The cession of these to tho Rajah, of an extent and value 
equal to one third part of his ancient possession?, was the gratuitous 
art (if ilin British Government. The obligations of grutitudc Were, 
therefore, added to those of interest and faith to, give permanence to 
tlie alliance into which the Rajah of Bhiii-tpoor had entered. 

4. A consideration of the important benefits and advantages whicli 
thus accrued to the Rajah of Bhurtpoor, rendered tho detection of a 
correspondence between that chief and oiir enemies, at an oarly 
period of the present war, a subject of no small astonishment. The 
surprise excited on this occasion was not diminished when it was 
found, that correspondence had no less an object than the subversion 
of the British power, by uniting their own strength and resources, 
and by engaging in their cabsc all the neighbouring chiefs and states 
over whom they exercised aqy influence or authority. 

ft. Copies of the letters intercepted between the Rtyali of Bhurt- 
poor and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, were forwarded for the consideration 
of your Lordship in Council, in the month of July, 1804, and in con- 
sequence of these, I was furnished with such instructions as appeared 
to your Lordship, at the time, proper to guide my conduct in regard to 
the Bhurtpoor State. 
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C. These instrnctionf e?inced a ainrit of the utmost moderaiion^ 
and a sincere desire to preaerfe the alliance which had been esta- 
blished with the Rajah of Bhurtpoor. I .was directed to make known 
to the Rajah the discoveries which had been made, to apprise him 
of the inevitable consequences of bis perseverance in such measures, 
and to eflfcct a removal from his presence and councils, of those ad- 
visers who had led to a conduct so inconsistent with his engage* 
incuts, and so fraught with evils that .nust eventually involve his 
ruin. 

7. The invasion of our territories soon after this period, by Jos- 
wiint Rao Holkar's Army, induced me to delay discussions of such 
delicacy, until he had opposed effectual resistance to the progress of 
that chief. On my arrival at Agra in September, 1B04, 1 accordingly 
continu<'d to obscn'c the most paciGc diRpositions towanls the Rujiih 
of Bhurtpoor, notwithstanding its being notorious that he airorded 
every possible' aid and assistance to our enemies, an<l that bo waj 
active in his endeavours to excite to insurrection and rebellion, seve- 
ral chiefs in our own provinces who were connected with his family. 

8. I judged it expedient at this time to require, that the military 
force the Rigah was bound by his treaty of alLiaiicu to furiiTsh to t/io 
British Government, during the existence of hoaUUUcs, should bo 
sent to join my Army. A compliance with this was at lifst evaded 
on the most unsatisfactory pretences, and he afterwards made no re- 
ply to my communications containing u repetition of the demand. 

9. Affairs were in this situation in regard to the K.ijah of Bhurt- 

poOT, when I left Delhi, to proceed in pursuit of Jeswunt Rao Hoi* 
kur’s Cavalry in the Dooab, in the end of October. 1 therefore found 
it necessary to leave instructions with Major General Fraser, whom I 
placed in command of the Army destined to act to the westward of 
the Jumna, for the guidance of his conduct under such circumstances. 
T accordingly directed that Ofliccr to refrain if possible from engag- 
ing in hostilities with the Bhurtpoor state; I ordered him however 
to repel aggression on tlic part of that state, with the utmost vigour 
and decision. • 

10. Though the Rajah of Bhurtpoor afforded secret assistance and 
support to the enemy, it still remained uncertain whether he intended 
to engage openly in the war: all uncertainty however vanished at 
the battle of Deig, on tho i3th of November, and he commenced 
hostilities with treachery, perhaps not snrpassed^ii the history of 
nations. 
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11. It has foimcrly been mentioned that tLo British Army had ad- 
vanced on the glacis of the Fort <if Heig, in pursuit of the enemy, 
Tt hom it had driven under 'ivalls; when in this situation, a destruc- 
tive lire of cannon and musketry was opened on it by the garrison, 
which consisted entirely of tlie troops of Bhurtpoor. This had the 
elTect not only of preventing the total destruction of the enemy, but 
enabled them to convey ofi* the held many pieces of their Artillery, 
which must otherwise have fallen into our possession. 

13. From this period jeswunt Rao Holkiir, and the Rajah of Bhurt- 
pcfir were openly mid avowedly confederates in the war ; and your 
Ijordship in Council directed me to prosecute such a plan of opera- 
tions as would cicGumpUsh lire reclucliou of the power of both these 
chieftains. 

13. Tlio Army at Ougein, under the command of Colonel Murra}', 
was ordered to advnncc from the sontliwanl, in the direction of Ko- 
tah, anti to cut off the flight of Holkar to Malwah, should he attempt 
to proceed in that direction. The Army under my immediate com- 
mand advanced from Muttra towards the fort of Bcig, where tlie 
t^ho|p of the confederated chieftains was collected. 

14. A considerable part of the enemy's force had thrown themsolves 
into the tow'n and fort of Deig, the remainder had taken np a posi- 
lion and inlrcuched Ihemselvcs under its walls. Thus situated, the 
only effectual operation that could be undertaken against them, ap- 
peared to me to be the reduction of tliat place, and I accordingly 
made such arrangements as whre necessary for besieging it. 

16. An escort which I had sent to Agra,* for the purpose of bring, 
ing up my battering train and necessary stores, Joined mo on the lOtli 
of December; on the 12th of that month I took up my position 
before the fort, and my Engineer Officers having speedily determined 
the proper situations for erecting batteries, I opened ground on the 
day following. 

10. The point of attack was a small fofcficalion, situated on an 
eminence at the southern extremity of the town ; in front of this the 
enemy luid strongly cntikuiched themselves, and erected batteries in 
the most commanding si^ations. The nature of tiic adjoining grounds 
was likewise favourable to the besieged; but as the place completely 
commanded the to^vn, and in some degree the fortress itself, its- pos- 
session appeared necessary for the success of our operations. 

17. The breach made by our batteries in the wall of the place, 
appearing very pmcticable, on the JiSrd December 1 determined to 
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nmaalt it dating tbaf night, and at the same time to stonn the batte* 
ricfl and entrenchments occupied by the enemy. This service was 
performed at midnight with the most complete snccess, and in a 
manner as hononrable to British ralour and discipline as any achieve, 
ment of the war. 

in. My dispatches to yonr Lordship in Council on this occasion, 
detail so fully the nature of my arrangement the plan of attack, and 
the meritorious conduct of the Officers and troops employed, that it 
is unnecessary again to dwell on these subjects. By means of the 
darkness of the night, the enemy were taken by surprise, and pre- 
vented from availing themselves of the advantages they possessed, 
or of making a very formidable resistance. Our loss in men and offi- 
cers was considerable, but much less than the nature of the attack 
appeared likely to occasion. 

19. In consequence of this success almost the whole remaining Artil- 
lery of Jeswunt Rao Uolkar fell into our possession, and great numbers 
of his Infantry were cat to pieces in the trenches which they ocen^ 
pied. The Bhurtpoor troops defended the town, where great numbers 
Of them were destroyed, and the rest were compelled t^seek refuge 
within tho walls of the fortress. From this they made their escape 
during the following night, and on the morning of tlie 25th of Decem- 
ber, my troops wore in possession both of the town and fort of Delg. 

20. By so important a blow the hopes of the confederates seemed 
almost entirely crushed. Besides the destruction of a great many of 
their adherents, they snfTered the loss of a numerous Artillery. The 
reduction of the fort of Deig likewise deprived them of tho posses- 
sion of the surrounding country, which immediately submitted to the 
authority of the British Government. 

21. Having placed a garrison in the town and fort, and mado the 
necessary arrangements for their future defence, I established such 
regulations as were calculated to secure tranquility in their neigh- 
bourhood. Officers of Qovomment were placed in the different towns 
and villages with the necessary degree of power and authority, and 
such inhabitants as had fled from thci^habitations were invited to 
return by a proclamation, which promised protection and seenrity to 
their persons and property. These measures had eventually the ef- 
fect of introducing order, and confidence amongst our new subjects. 

22. I moved from Deig on tho 29th of December, and proceeded 
in the direction of Bhurtpoor, the capital of the Bhurtpoor state. 
The Mahratta force had fled in this direction^ and the Jaut forqe^ 
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who had escaped fiom Delg^ had alieadj beA leceived within the 
walls of Bhurtpoor. ' 

2h. It would have been more confonnable to your Loidsliip's 
wishes could I have stationed a sul&cient force in the Bhurtpoor ter* 
ritorieSj and pursued Holkar to extremlty^ with tho remainder of my 
Army. Colonel Marraj’s force had advanced towards Kotah, and 
could 1 have driven the Mahratta chief in that direction, it is pro« 
liable that his total destruction might have been effected. 

24. The intimate connection however which sabsisted between the 
Bajah of Bhurtpoor and Holkar was not to be dissolved. The latter 
was supported by the resources of tho former; and though punn«:d 
from place to place, could not be expelled from his dominions. Tho 
Mahratta Infantry found an asylum at Bhurtpoor, and the Cavalry 
by extreme vigilance and an early flight, could on every occasion, in 
a great degree, elude our attacks, whilst they derived whatever sup- 
plies they found necessary from the town of Bhurtpoor. 

25. Th^se considerations evinced tho necessity of adopting a plan 
of operations, which had for its object the reduction of both powers 
at the same period. Bhurtpoor was the great dop6t of the suppli-is 
and resources, both of the Rsjah and of Holkar; and the fall of that 
fortress, by depriving them of the means of resistance, promised to 
involve thempin common ruin, I therefore resolved to undertake the 
siege of Bhurtpoor, as a measure likely to lead to decisive success. 

26. On my route to Bhurtpoor I inclined towards Muttra, to permit 
Major General Dowdeswell and*Hia Majesty’s 75th Regiment to join 
me. These had received my directions to match from Cawnpoor, im- 
mediately after the battle of Deig, and they were now a very neces- 
sary reinforcement to my Army. I arrived before Bhurtpoor on the 
Srd of January, 1805, and took up the position, which, firom all the 
information 1 received, appeared most proper to be occupied during 
the siege. 

27. Bhurtpoor is a town of great extent, evAy when strongly for- 
tified. A mud wall of great height and thickness, and a very wide 
and deep ditch every wh^ surrounds it. The fort is sitoated at 
its eastern extremity, and is of a square figure. One side of that 
square overlooks the country; the remaining three sides are within 
the town. It occupies a situation that appears more elevated than 
the town ; and its walls are said to be higher, and its ditch of greater 
width and deepnesA The circumference of both town and fort is 
upwards of eight milei^ and their walls in all that extent are flanked 
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irlth bastions at abort dlatancea, on which are mounted a Tory muie. 
foufl Artilleryi 

28. This place deriyea a considerable degree of its strength tram 
the great quantity of water which its sitaation enables it to com- 
mand. Its ditch being filled with this, preaenta an obstacle Tory dif- 
ficult to be ovei-comc. A large expanse of water on the north-west 
ai Je of lihurtpoor, disappeared suddenlv on the arriyal of my Army ; 
and I afterwards discovered that the whole of this had been admitted 
into the ditch by which the fort and town are surronnded. 

29. T!ic whole force of the Rajah of Bhurtpoor was collected 
within ihc town and fort. The Infmtry of Jeswnnt Ran Holkar had 
taken up a position, and entrenched themselves under the walls, and 
all the inhabitants of the surrounding country were thrown into tho 
place, who were capable' in any way of assisting i» its defence. Eighty 
thousand men are stated, by the natives, to have been assembled on 
this occasion, and though there may be exaggeration in this state* 
ment, yet tho nun;bers present were certainly very great. 

30. Tho indefatigable exertions of such a multitude, created the 
most seriiius obstacles to my operations. Measures were speedily 
executed to retard my progress, and the effects of my camion were 
almost immediately repaired. This perhaps constituted the principal 
source of that resistance, which io the progress of tfia siege was 
found so formidable. 

8 1 . The town and furl were very R|aply supplied with all kinds of 
provisions and military stores. Bhurtpoor had long been the great 
mart of tliese, for the different countries of Hindoostan, and they 
had been accumulated by the Rajah fur the present exigency. Tho 
great extent of the place too and smallness of my force, having com- 
pelled me to confine my operations tea particular pointy the besieged 
bad at all times a power of deriving supplies from flic surrounding 
country, of which the]^ would have been deprived, could the place 
have been completely invested. 

82. To surmount so many and such imgprtant difficulties, required 
the utmost energy in conducting my operatftns, and profound profes- 
sional skill on the part of my Engineer Officem. The well-known 
conrage and activity of my troops enabled me to command the fonner; 
bat tho latter were not so completely in my power. However zealous 
my Engineer Officers were, neither their ahilitigjB, knowledge, nof 
experience were adequate to the occasion ; and tbiu cause had doubt- 
less considfirable inflnence in preventing that enccess which had 
hitherto attended every gperation of my Army, 

M 2 
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. SS. Mj Army took op a position abont south-west of the town, and 
the batteries were constructed and opened with considerablQ elTect 
on the 7th of January. On the 0th it was reported to me that the 
breach was practicable, and an attempt was made that night to storm 
the place, which proved unsaccessfnl. Our operations were imme- 
diately renewed, and a second breach deemed practicable, which 
induced me again to attempt an assault on the 2 let of January, in 
which we had likewise the misfortune to faiL 
34. The want of military stores and provisions obliged me to delay 
my opeiations for some time subsequent to this period. Supplies 
however having been obtained from Agra and Muttra, they were 
again commenced early in February, on a part of the wall at some 
distance from that formerly breached ; opposite to which 1 had, at the 
request of my Engineers, moved the position of my Army. On the 
20th of February there was a breach in the wall as complete as 
could be effected, and an assault was resolved on. This unfortu- 
nately failed ; and a repetition of the attempt, which was deemed ad- 
visable, was not more surcessfnl on the following day. 

•95. The immediate causes of failure have already been dctiiilhd 
to your Lordsliip in my several dispatches w'hich ononneed our want 
of success. The more general ones will be found in the circumstan- 
ces I havc^abovfl mentioned, respecting the extent and strength of 
Bhurlpoor, the number of its garrison and other particulars. It is 
unnecessary to enter further upon this subject ; but 1 feel It my duty 
to prevent even the slightest stain from attaching itself to the char- 
acter of our troops, from a want of tiiat success, w'hich their conduct 
had every tendency to secure. 

30. The same determined valour was apparent in every attack, that 
bad formerly marked their conduct in the periods of their most brilli- 
ant success. Their discipline and perseverance were never more 
conspicuously manifest. The insuperable nature of the obstacles 
opposed to tliem, could alone have withstood their exertions, and 
though I lament their failure, I must ever feel that their gallantly 
and good conduct are entitled to my applause and admiration. 

37. The heavy loss the ^imy has sustained of brave men and offi- 
cers is a severe misfortune, and one that I deplore with the most 
sincere sorrow. 1 am convinced however that its ardour has not been 
damped, nor can it be deprived of its conspicuous superiority. When 
an opportunity offers, it will again evince those qualities which have 
laid the Ibaiidation;^ ‘uid constituted the support of its gloiy« 
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M, In ovr different attempts to take Bhurtpoor, considerable ad- 
vantage was secured by the total dispersion of Jeswunt Rao Holkar's 
broken battalions. These, as was foimerly mentioned, had entrenched 
tliemRelvcs, and erected batteries under the walls of the town, from 
whence Uiey were driven with great loss. All the Artillery which 
they h:ul been enabled to carry from Deig, fell, in consequence, into 
our possession. 

3U. It has been mentioned in a former part of tills dispatch, that a 
division of the troops of Bombay had been directed to advance from 
Ougein, fur the purpose of intercepting the flight of Holkar ; Colonel 
Murray who formerly commanded these, had been relieved by Major 
Ceneral Jones of the Bombay establishment, and llolkar not having 
moved in the direction that was expected, 1 deemed it expedient to 
Older Major General Jones to advance and join my Army at Bhurt- 
poor. This lie effected on the I'ith of February. 

40. My several dispatches have informed your Lordship of the 
share the Bombay division had in our operations against Bhurtpoor, 
and of the high degree of appniliation their conduct merited. They 
displayed the same steadiaesa and gallantry that distinguished Jhe 
Bengal Army, and had equal claims to my praise. Major General 
Jones was likewise entitled to my best thanks fur his prompt obedi- 
ence to my orders, and for the celerity with which he conducted his 
troops into Hindoostan, 


Exirael of letter No. IF, fnm the Commander in Chiefs ilte Right 
Honourable Lord Lake, to the Covemor Generaij Manias Wellealetf ; 
dated Muttra, Ut July, 1805. 

1. From the state of my battering train, and the want of necessaiy 
stores, it became impossible to prosecute the siege of Bhurtpoor, 
immediately ufLcr the affair of the 21st of February. The guns had 
in consequence of long and unremitted firing, become for the most 
part unserviceable ; the whole of the Artifkery stores in camp had been 
expended, and a deficiency in the snppjy department rendered it 
necessary to obtain provisions, previous to a recommencement of onr 
operations. 

2. Besides these cinumstanccs, the number of sick and wounded 
of my Army had accumulated to a considerable degree, and it became 
Docossary, as well for their accommodation as to free the Army from 
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a serioua inenmbraace, to fend my hospital to Agra, as soon as posst* 
ble. 

S. These considerations indnced me to quit the position I had oc- 
cupied, and more with my Army to the north-east face of the fort of 
Bhurtpoor on the 25th of February. In this situation, I commanded 
the roads leading to Agra, to Muttra, and to Deig, and was in conse- 
quei>?e enabled to obtain from these places such supplies as were 
required without danger or molestation. 

4. Measures were immediately set on foot to repair the injury 
sustained by my battering guns, and convoys were at tho same time 
detached to Deig, Agra, and Muttra, for the purpose of obtaining 
such supplies of provisions and military stores, as these places could 
afford. My Engineer officers were employed in the construction of 
fascines and gabions, and the most vigourous exertions were made in 
•very department to enable me to resume the siege. 

5. These preparations were considerably retarded by the gn^at dis- 
tance of some of those stations, from whence it was necessary to 
derive my military stores. Agra and JUvttrn could not/uruish these to 
the extent that was deemed necessary to ensure success to our future 
sperations ; / iras obliged therefore to wait the atriral of supplies from 
the remote dqdts of AUahabad^ Caumpoor^ and Futtyghur^ from whence 
I had directed them to be conveyed wUh the utmost dispatch, 

6. During the period of time that thus necessarily elapsed, my 
Cavalry, under Major General Smith, had rejoined me, after having 
effected the expulsion of Ameer Khan from tiie Company’s territories; 
and it appeared to me, that this force would be now most advantage- 
ously employed in attacking the remaining power of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, and if possible dislodging him from the neighbourhood of 
Bhurtpoor, and, finally, expelling him from Hindoostan. 

7. With this view 1 ascertained as accurately as possible the situ- 
ation of the enemy’s camp, and moved about t^'.o o’clock in the morn- 
ing of the 29th March, with tho whole of my Cavalry, and the 
reserve of the Army under Jbieutenant Colonel Dun, with the intention 
of surprising the enemy about break of day. 

8. Colonel Don with the reserve was ordered to proceed directly 
to a high village occupied by the enemy’s Icfl^ whilst I advanced 
with the Cavalry by a more circuitous rout to the right My intention 
by this movement, was to attack their right flank, and to intercept 
their flight ikom Colonel Don’s party, which from tho nature of the 
country it was probaUe they would attempt in that direction. 
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0. Colonel Don arrived at this sitaation at (he precise period that 
^vo8 intended. The enemy however had obtained early infoimaticni 
of his approach, and their rapid flight pht it out of his power to do 
very considerable czecntion ; but he succeeded in destroying some, 
and a portion of their baggage fell into his hands. 

10. 1 had arrived at the right of the enemy’s position nearly at (he ’ 
same period, and having formed the C’^valry into two line^, I moved 
rapidly forward to the attack. The enemy had likewise in this quar« 
ter received the alarm, and were for the most part mounted and 
prepared for flight My front line, however, charged so rapidly, that 
a considerable number of the rnomy were overtaken and destroyed, 
and many of their camels and other entile fell into my possession. 
The Cavalry pursued for several miles, till judging that a farther 
pursuit would be useless, I thought proper to halt them and return 
to camp. 

11. A few days after this affair, information was brought me that 
Holknr’s force had again collected and occupied ii position on the 
site of Bhurtpoor, opposite to that on which 1 was encamped at the 
dfstance of nearly twenty miles. The prosecution of my andaavqprs 
to expel him from Hindoostan required that he should be immediately 
attacked in this situation, and as a preparatory measure,! ascertained 
with the utmost accuracy in my power, the nature of tSe disposition 

he had made, and of the ground he occupied. 

12. Having obtained what appcanyl to mo sulllcient information, in 
r'igard to these circumstances, I moved from my camp about twelve 
o'clock on the night of the 1st of April, with the same corps that had 
accompanied me in my attack of the 29th of March. M> design was 
to come upon the enemy at daylight on the morning of the 2nd, 
nnd attack them if possible before they could be prepared for flight. 

13. My sacGcss this day was equal to any hopes 1 had reason to * 
entertain. I arrived if front of the enemy’s position exactly at break 
of day, and having formed my force into two lines, my Cavalry by a 
rapid charge, was enabled to break throuj;h the enemy's main body, 
of which they destroyed very considcrablcP numbers. 

14. The enemy, taught the necessity of ^tremc vigilance, had been 
accustomed as a measure of precaution, to keep their horses saddled 
during tho night. By this means in the event of an attack, they were 
immediately mounted, and had it in their power to escape by flight. 
On the present occasion however, they did not a^'ail tlicmseivos of 
this means of safety with their usual activity; they had not mounted 
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before my Cavalry was within the distance of a few hundred yards ; 
^ the superiority of my horses, in point of speed as well as strength, 
enabled them to come up with the enemy before they found their 
dispersion and escape practicable. 

15. We puiBuod the onemy for several miles, and the number of 
them we destroyed was computed to amount to upwards of a thou- 
sand men. When it appeared to me that pursuit could be no lunger 
of advantage, 1 halted the Cavalry and returned towards camp. 

IG. Our return was by a different route from tliat by which wc had 
proceeded to the attack ; and in a high village which commanded 
the road, a few miles from tlie position the enemy had occupied in 
the morning, a body of about two hundred of the enemy's Infantry 
had taken refuge. . 

17. From the woody nature of tho country, the front of my column 
had reached the vill&gc before they were perceived by the enemy. 
Though they immediately quitted the village, therefore, for the pur- 
pose of making towards a thick wood in its vicinity, they were un- 
able to effect their escape. My advanced guard iiumcdialely charged 
them, «md destroyed a considerable number. A few escaped to the 
wood above mentioned ; and about eighty threw down their arms, 
and were brought prisoners to my camp. 

16. It is se«aewhat remarkable that we did not lose a man. either 
in our attack of the 29th of March, or in that of the 2nd of April. 
The enemy attempted no retietanee^ either individwdhj or in a body ; their 
iole otfject was to escape by fligdt: and in ottempeing this, they were 
destroyed without opposition, 

19. These circumstances afford suflicient demonstration how com- 
pletely the spirits of the enemy wero broken by the repeated defeats 
they had sustained; and it was no less evident that their uumbera 
bad decreased to a very great degree of insignificance. 'J'his was, 
apparent on the morning of the 2nd of April ; and the accounts 1 re- 
ceived from all quarters of their frequent ddSertions, afforded con- 
current testimony of its truth. 

20. Ueiuro this period, s^feral of Jeswunt Rao Holkax's chieis had 
made overtures to me for permission to join my Army, and had in 
ccmsequence been received into my camp. The example of these was 
at tins time, and soon afterwards followed by every chief of respect- 
ability belonging to the enemy, and the number of followers which 

j 

accompanied them was a principal cause of the great reduction of 
strength and numbers which the enemy sustained. 
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fil. In fthort, thcte only now remained to oppoeo ua, a miaerable 
multitude of dispirited wretches, whose daily necessities were com- 
pelling them to desert the fallen power and ruined fortunes of their 
savage leader; and Jeawunt Rao Holkar, but for the reception he 
met with from Dowlut Rao Sclodia, and the ascendency ho afler- 
waids acquired over the council of that chief, must have become a 
solitary wandc'rcr, and an object unworthy tho notice of the British 
Covcrnmrnt. 

22. The Riyah of Bhurtpoor, soon after the cessation of our opera* 
tions against his town, began to manifest a consciousness of bis ina- 
bility to oppose our power. The rapid reduction of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar's strength was every day more ^parent, and ho experienced 
the total inability of that chief to aflbrd him any support. The pre- 
parations which he saw making for the renewal of oiir operations 
convinced him that his ruin, though delayed, must soon unavoidably 
overtake him. 

23. The whole of tho country of tho Rajah of Bhurtpoor was 
equally a prey to his friends and to his enemieit. Jeswunt Rao Hol- 
fiar, who derived from him the whole of his support^ liqjf nearly 
exhausted his resources, and he was himself with the whole of his 
own ibress cooped up within tlie walls ot his town and fortress. He 
foresaw likewise, that though he had hitherto resisted the efforts of 
my Arm)', he would be unable much longer to struggle against exer- 
tions which would be directed by skill, gallantry, and perseverance. 

24. KunjecL iSing at first conveyecl to me througli different channels, 
his sense of contrition for his past conduct, his consciousness of the 
state of humiliation to which he was reduced, his desire to withdraw 
himself from his present allies, and his earnest inclination to renew 
his connection with the British Government, provided a prospect of 
forgiveness and future protection was held out to him. 

25. Though from tho very ruinous condition of the Rajah of 
Bhurtpooris affairs, f entertained little doubt of his sincere desire 
again to connect his interests with those of the British Government, 
1 thought it proper to withhold every ed^uragement to his advances 
on this subject, nntil 1 should be well assured of his compliance with 
every concession which the interests or Eonour of Government might 
render it necessary to propose. 

26. My motives for this conduct originated in the successful resist- 
ance which the Rqjah had been enabled to msfko to tho operations 
against his capitaL 'Jlie ncighbaurlng states unaccustomed to wit- 
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BAM et«B A tenponupy fiulan ia any of our military operational might 
be disposed under such circumstanne^ to draw infereoces unfaroura- 
Ue to our power^ from even the ordinary degree of our moderation 
and forbearance. A forwardness to accommodate differences might 
also involve a suspicion of our inability to enforce that degree of 
submission necessary for the atonement of the Rajah's past oflences, 
and for the establishment of that degree of dependence in which the 
Bhurtpoor slate ought to stand in relation to tlie British Government 

27. To the Rajah's repeated communications therefore, 1 explained 
the grounds of entire submission, on which alono he could entertain 
hopes of obtaining the pardon, and being received under the protec. 
tion of the British Governmert; and I pointed out the limitations in 
his power and resources which would be deemed indispensable, as 
well for our future security, as in punishment of his atrocious breach 
of public faith, and his open violation of every principle of gratitude 
and of honour. 

28. The Rajah having considered the conditions necessary to con- 
stitute the foundation of any future arrangement, tesUfi*'d arquics* 
cencp in. ther general plan of accommofiation which 1 h id presciilied^ 
and requested permission to send to my samp two persons in bis con. 
fidence, who might enter into such particular discussions and expla- 
nations as migfft be found necessary. Having assented to this pro- 
posalj these persona were received into my camp from Bhurtpoor, on 
the 10th of March. 

20. Soon after this period j that arrangcmcqt between the British 
OovennncQt and the Rajah of Bhurtpoor, which has he.cn submitted 
to your Lordship in Council, was concluded. Ono of the Rajah’s sons 
was at the same time sent to my camp, as a security on the part of the 
Rajah, for the due performance of the engagements iuto which ho had 
entered, and as a formal token of entire dependence and submission, 
brought with him and delivered into my hands ^the key of the fort 
of Bhurtpoor. 

20. t have the fullest confidence that it will at all times appear, 
that the instructions with which I was honoured by your Lordship in 
Council, were sufficiently attmided to in the formation of these arrange- 
ments ; that the dignity, honour and security of the British Oovem- 
ment have been sufficiently consulted ; that the Rajah has been pu- 
nished, as ihr/is his means would admit for the errors of his fonner 
conduct, and that an example is held out to the neighbouring petty 
states, which w'iil prevent them from engaipng in measures inconsist- 
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«nt with their respective relations and engagemeiits to the-Britiih 
power. 

SI. This arragement was concluded bn the 10th of Aprili at which 
time toy preparations fur a renewal of operations against the town 
and fort of Bhurtpoor had been completed, and 1 had actually taken 
up that position which was judged most favourable for a renewal of 
the attack. Though however the mer ns which 1 now possessed left 
little doubt of the certainty of ultimate success, yet I had sufficient 
reason to be satisfied that the diflercnces with the Rajah of Bhurtpoor 
had finally been adjusted in this amicable manner. 

Sfi. The very advanced period of the season would have rendered 
the operations of a siege extremely difficult, nnd Bhurtpoor might 
still have protracted its defence fur a considerable length of time. 
My Europeans employed on the duties of the trenches, would have 
been exposed to the utmost severity of the hot winds, which must 
have been fatal to a great number, and so extensively injurious to 
the health of others, that my whole force would have been greatly 
Tgeakened. 

Sfi. Other considerations at this time rendered an accammodslion 
with the Rajah of Bhurtpoor a very desirable object The import- 
ance of expelling Jeswunt Rao Holkar from Hindoostan was suffiol- 
entlY (ibuous,atia this, DotwitbstandiDg the great dlAnnition cf bia- 
numbers, would have been difficult to effect, whilst Bhurtpoor re- 
ni iiied to him as a place of, refuge jind source of support Deprived 
of these however ho could only derive his safety from a rapid and 
iniraodiate flight. * 

34. About this period too the movements of Dowlut Rao Scindia’s 
Aimy^ and the accounts received from the British resident at the 
Durbar of that chief, had afforded grounds to apprehend that designs 
were meditated against the British Government, very inconsistent 
with those engagemejyts which had terminated the former war. 

35. Under these circumstances therefore it was of importance that 
my Army should be liberated from the necessity of proseenting a 
siege, and prepared to meet whatever he the exigencies of the 
occasion. A knowledge that my wholw attention could be directed 
towards Dowlut Rao Scindia, appeared likely to compel that chief to 
relinquish any enterprise he might meditate; and if he should be rash 
enough again to engage in hostility with the British Government, I 
should be at liberty to prosecute against him whatever plan of optr- 
ation might be deemed necossaiy. 
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M. Tha coAcluflion of peace however with the Rijah of Bhurtpoor^ - 
and the consequent state of readiness for operations in which my 
Army was placed, did not inore than the obligations of his own 
engagements, and the recollections of his former misfortunes, operate 
in changing the designs of Dowlnt Rao Scindia. A succession of 
eventi^ the tendency of which was not doubtful, served clearly to 
developo his intentions. These it is unnecessary at present to explain 
folly, but a short review of them may be proper to illustrate the 
course of my future proceedings. 

37. Daring the war with Jeswunt Rao Hulkar, Scindia had never 
afforded that cooperation which his engagements with the British 
Ooveniment, and the degree o( advantage held out to him from a suc- 
cessful prosecution of hostilities, should have obliged him to furnish. 
This could not be palliated on the ground of deficiency of means, and 
the weakness of his Government, as he found both resources and 
power to pursue a conduct in direct violation of his engagements, 
and finally to menace even an invasion of the British territories. 

38. Your Lordship's attention has been forcibly directed to the 
atrocious q|itrage committed on the person and suite of the Bri- 
tish Resident at the court of that chief The nature and circum- 
stances of this transaction, and the backwardness to afford reparation, 
have given strchig grounds to suppose that it took place by the consent 
and with the connivance of Dowlut Rao Scindia. 

39. Subsequent to this evpal,tho representations and remonstrances 
of the British Resident have never received due attention at tlic 
court of that chief, and Serjey Rao Gautka, a person whose profligate 
character and whose hostile disposition to the British Government 
are equally notorious, has obtained the full confidence of Dowlut 
Rao Scindia, and been entrusted with the exclusive directions and 
management of the affairs of his Government. 

40. Under these circumstances, the advance^ of Scindia's Army 
fromSagur, towards the frontier of the British possessions; the mi* 
litary preparations in which that chief has for a long time been 
assiduously engaged ; his cdiramondence with the enemies of the 
British Govemment, which divested of even the cloak of dissi- 
mulation ; and finally, his junction with the battalions and Artillery 
of Ameer Khan, which, as was above mentioned, had been left in the 
vicinity of Mqultan Pass, seemed not only to remove every doubt of 
his hostile intentions, ‘but to constitute acts of undisguised and posi* ^ 
tire hostility. 
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41 These consideiatioDfl dictated the necessity of forming such 
anaDgements as were calculated to oppose the progress of Dowlut 
Rao Scindia, and to defeat whateTer *hostile attempts his rashness 
might induce him to undertake ; the arrival of that chief in the 
neighbourhood of Narwah, and bis subsequent advance towards the 
British fiontior, rendered it obvious that these measures should be 

- immediate and efTectual. 

42 1 had previously instructed Colonel Martindeli to be extremely 
vigilant in regard to the movements of Dowlut Itao Scindia, and to 
move towards whatever point of our frontier that chief appeared to 
menace. I now directed him to advance with his detachment by the 
route of Gualior, towards Dolpoor, and to occupy a commanding posi- 
tion near tho southem bank of the ChumbuU in that neighbour- 
hood. I at the same time disencumbered my own Army of its hea- 
vy Artillery and such baggage as could be dispensed with, and put 
myself in a condition to advance rapidly to the same quarter, should 
such a movement become necessary. 

43. 1 had the satisfaction to leant from your Lordship’s communica- 
tions at this period, that you are fully apprised of the oecessify of 
the arrangements I was foiming, and approved of the immediate 
adoption of such mensuras as 1 had in contemplation to pursue. 

44. Dowlut Rao Scindia’s Anny halted at Subbulgfiur, a situation 
about twenty miles distant from Jatpoor, the position which Colo- 
nel Martindell’s dctichment had J»y my orders occupied, l^m 
that situation Scindia informed mo that he intended to advance to 
Bhurtpoor, and that the object of his movements was to effect an ac- 
commodation between the British Government, the Rajah of Bhnrt- 
poor, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and to arrange certain points in re- 
gard to himself, which he said had been explained in his communi- 
cations to yonr Lordship. 

46. Scindia at the ^ame time dispatched his Minister, Seijey Rao 
Gantka, with a large body of Cavalry towards Bhnrtpoor, in the neigh- 
bourhood of which be arrived nearly at Jhe conclusion of peace with 
the Bhurtpoor state ; Jeswunt Rao Holkar immediately Joined hit 
remaining forces to those of Seijey RaodGautka, and these two per- 
sons employed their imited endeavours, to induco theRi^ahof Bhnrt* 
poor to violate the engagements which be had Just contracted with 

the Brititsh Government. t 

4G. Dowlut Rao Scindia’s pretext of becoming arbiter in a ooatosl, 
in regard to which he had failed in the performance of all hit.obliga- 
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tioBKi Tfiis little edcalated to Teil the nature of his real iutoatimie. 
The menacing position he bad oecnpied, and the large force at the 
heail of ivL^ch he pretended to dicta te, were aa little likely to be 
regarded as compatible with his established relations ; when to these 
were added the junction ot the force under his minister, with that 
of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and the attempts made to detach the 
of Bhnrtpoor from the connection into which he had entered, it be- 
came impossible to consider Dowlut Rao Scindia iu any light but that 
of an enemy. 

47. My Army was now completely disencumbered, and at liberty 
to act according to whatercr exigency might occur. I was likewise 
at this time favoured with your Lordship’s instructions in regard to 
the conduct I was to observe towards Dowlut Rao Scindia, and 
the conditions to be proposed to tho chief, on his compliance with 
which depended the existence of those relations which had funnerly 
been established on the commencement of military operations. 

48. My communications to Scindia were strictly of tho nature 
prescribed by your Lordship in Council ; and in conformity to tho 
jnstriicfipQS with which I was honoured, 1 moved with my Army 
from Bhurtpoor on the 20th of April, and proceed ed in tho direction 
of Dolpoor, from whence 1 might pursue that system of measures, 
which the rerfBIt of tho communications 1 had made, or the further 
commands of your Lordship might point out 


711. The R(\jah of Bhurtpoor, however, aware that the exertions 

of the British forces must ultimately be successful, and that tho 
utter destruction of his power must be tho consequence of our success, 
dispatched on the 26lh of February, a letter.to His Rxcellency the 
Commander in Chief, proposing an accommodation with the British 
Government * 

712. In that letter the Rejah of Bhurtpoor indirectly acknowledged 
the treachery of his conduct, expressed an earnest desire to be re- 
stored to the friendship of the British Ooveroment, and offered, under 
proper encouragement, to proceed to the British camp. In his reply 
to that the Commander in Chief apprised the Ridah of Bhiirt- 
pdOTi that if the Rajah was sincerely dlspcwcd to' maintain ia'iUtiue 
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hia fidelity to the Briflah GoTemment, and weald eounenl to l eimhuno 

tlie expenses to which the British Government had been exposed by 
the consequences of his conduct, the Rajah might repair to the llri. 
tish camp, and would be admitted to personal communication with 
His Excellency the Commander in Chief. In his reply to th-it letter, 
however, the Rajah signified that ho had directed a person in his con. 
fidonce to attend His Excellency. The Commander in Chief th^^refiiTe 
replied by r.dvcrti'ig to the R'ljah's deviation from the tenour of his 
own propcsitiiin, and by intimating that the insincerity of the Rqjah 
would preclude nil cciifidence in the representations of hia agent. 

7 13. In ills replies to tho Rajah of Bhurtpoor’a letters, the Com- 
mand' i in Chief purposely a\uidcd au^ explicit declaration of the 
tnms on which the Rajah might be permitted to retain any portion of 
Lis former p.}W’ci‘ and resources, and required as a preliminary condi* 
tioii, his consent u alfjrd In the British Government cemponsation 
fur the expenses whl'li he had occasioned. 

714. The teir"! of accommodation which His Excellency tlie Com- 

niauder in f 'liief deems it advisable, at a proper season, to propose 
ti^tho Rajah of lUiurtpoor, are : ^ ^ 

IkL That he shall be confirmed in the possession of fesritory yield- 
ing an annual revenue of ten or twelve lacs of rupees. 

2ndly. That he shall surrender tho fortress of Dc!^, and its de- 
pendant territory, &c, 

Sidly. That he shall reimbnrse, to the extent of his means, the 
expenses which his conduct has occasioned. 

716. The Commander in Chief was of opinion, that under actual 
circumstances these terms were proportionably advantageous both to 
the Rajah of Bhurtpoor and the British Government: to the Rajah 
by enabling him to avoid the extremity of ruin ; and to the British 
Government by depriving Holkar at an early period of time of tho^ 
only remaining bulwark of hia power. 

710. The Governor General had previously transmitted tO HiS £x« 
cellency the Commander in Chief, a communication of his sentimenti 
with regard to the expediency of detaching the Rajah of Bhurtpoot 
from the interests of Holkar, and by the post desirable terns of ac- 
commodation with the Rajah. 

717. On the receipt of the plan proposed by the Commander in 
Chief, the Governor General transmitted further instmetipns for the 
conduct of the negociaUon in the event of its renewal. It appeared 
lo HisfixoelieTOy the Goreqior Oexiiial to be aecessaiy to state tho 
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ecnditioni which His Ezcellcney considers to be indispensable under 
•ny engagement which might be concluded with that chieftain. 

718. Those conditions have been stated by the Goreznor General 
to be: 

1st That the Rajah of Bhnrtpoor shonid famish such security as 
the Commander in Chief should deem satisfactory for the exact ful« 
fllment of the engagement which he might conclude with the British 
power. 

2ndly. That the Rajah of Bhurtpoor shonid completely abandon 
the cause of Jeswunt Rao Holkar ; that he should withhold from 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar, every species of resource within his power to 
controul ; and that he should unite with the British Government in 
endeavouring to expel Jeswunt Rao Holkar and his troops from the 
limits of his possessions. 

Sidly. That the Rajah of Bhurtpoor shonid indemnify the British 
Government, to a certain extent, for the expenses to which it had been 
exposed in the prosecution of hostilities against the Rajah of Bburt- 
poor and Jeswunt Rao Holkar. 

719. HU Rvcellency the Commander in Chief has bccu rc(j[acatwd 
to exercise his Judgment in determining the extent of the compensa- 
tion to be demanded. With a view however to afford to the Rajah 
of Bhurtpoor'an additional inducement to adhere to the faith of the 
engagements, the Governor General suggested to His Excellency the 
expediency of intimating to the Ri^ah, that the British Oovemment 
would be disposed to consent that the payments should be gradual, 
and should admit of a future reduction in tho stipulated amtiunt of 
eompensation, in proportion to the zeal and fidelity which the R^jah 
ahould manifest in fulfilling the conditions of his engagements. 

4thly. Tliat Uic fortress of Deig, and the territory dependant upon 
it, should continue in the possession of the British Government until 
peace should have been completely established in India. 

720. The permanent possession of that fortress and territory did 
not appear to the Govenicw General to be an object of sufficient im- 
portance to hazard, for tUs sake of its attainment, the advantage of 
detaching the Rgjah of bhurtpoor firom the interests of Jeswonl' 
Rao Holkar. 

721. On these conditions the Govemor General signified to the 
Commander In Chief his disposition to confirm the Rajah of Bhurtpoor 
in the possession of all the territory which he occupied at the com* 
snencement of the present war, with the eveeption of the districto 
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gimtod Co him by his Excellent the Commander in Chief, after the 
late war (as stated in the 90th paragraph of this dispatch) and lats« 
Ij resumed by the British Goremment/ 

722. The Governor General further signiiled to the Commander in 
Chiefs thaC^ in the opinion of the Governor General, it was extremely 
important to stipulate with the Bajali of Bhurtpoor for tho payment 
of an annual tribute ; but that the exigency of that stipulation was 
not such as to require that it should be rendered an indispensable 
condition of the proposed arrangement. 

723. The Governor General in Council is disposed to credit the 
actual disposition of the Kujah of Bhurtpoor, to effect an accommo- 
dation with the British power, and dqpms it highly probable, that 
when the British Anny shall have received fresh supplies for the 
renewal of the siege of Bhurtpoor, the Riijah will submit to the pro- 
posed conditions. 

Copy of ike Treaty ef Peace between the Pengal Government^ amd thi 
^ J*riuee »/ Bhurtpoar, with the ctanmunieations made of iltai event fs 

the Court of Dirccion or Secret Committee, on that oeeasig/t^ 

(Copy.) 

Treaty of Amity and Alliance between the Honourable the East 
India Company, and Maharajah Seway Beshoin^eif Runjeet Sing 
Bchadur, Behadur Jung, settled by His Excellency General Gerard 
Lake, Baron Delhi and Laswaree, and Ashton Clinton Commander in 
Chief of the British forces in India, in virtue of authority vested in 
him by His Excellency the Most Noble the Marquess Wellesley, 
Knight of the most illustrious order of St. Patrick, one of Hie 
Britnanic Majesty's Most Honourable Privy Council, Governor Gene- 
ral in Council of all the British possessions, and Captain General of 
all the British land forces in tho East Indies, in behalf of the Ho- 
nourable East India Qompany, and by Maharajah Seway Besboinder, 
Runjeet Sing Behadnr, in behalf of himself, his heirs, and successors. 

Article Ist. A firm and permanent frie^hip is established between 
the Honourable the English East ludiaf Company, and Alaharajah 
Seway Beshoindej^ Runjeet Sing Behadpr, and between their heirs 
and successors. 

Article 2nd. As friendship has been established between the two 
states, the friends* and enemies of either state *ball b^ friends and 
enemies of both, and an adherence to this oonditira shall be constantly 
observed by that stats. 
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AxttdAad. Whenu ebeomstancai hftfa ooramd, wldA 
tempted- th« friendship foimerly subsisting between the Honourable 
Company and Maharajah Runjeet Sing Bahadur, which friendship 
is now renewed in order to pierent the recurrence of such drcum* 
stance. The Mahandafa agrees, as a security to the British Go* 
vemment, that one of his sons shall constantly remain with the oH- 
cer who may command the British forces in the auburi>s of Delhi or 
Agra, until such time as the British Government may be perfectly 
satisfied in regard to the Mahanjah’s fidelity ; and the Honourable 
Company on the other hand, agrees, that upon satisfectory proof be- 
ing afforded of the Mahanjah’s fidelity and attachment to the British 
GoTemment, the fort of Deig, which is now in the possession of the 
oflicers of Government, shall be restored to R^ah Rnnjeet Sing. 

Article 4th. Maharajah Rnnjeet Sing binds himself to pay to the 
Honourable the English East India Company, in consideration of the 
peace now granted to him, the sum of twenty lacs of Furmckabad 
Sioea Rupees, by instalments as hereunto subjoined ; and the Ilonon- 
imUe ComiMUiy, in consideration of the loSSCB the MfibU^ah haJ 

H d " 

suffered, and the destruction of his country, and the representations 
he has made of his inability to provide means for the immediate 
payment of this amount, agrees to receive it by instalmenfe as under- 
mentioned ; and the Honourable Company further promises, that if 
at the period when the payment of the last instalment of five lacs 
of RupeM shall become due, the - Government shajl be satisfied with 
the pfoofe of the Mahanjah’s fidelity and attachment, the pay of 
this instalment shall be remitted. 


To be paid immediately. 

Furmckabad Sicca Rupees S00,000 

In two months 900,000 


Total Ss. Rs. 500,000 


Instalments. 

At the end of the year 186^ Snmmuht (April 1800) 800,000 

At the end of the year 1808 Snmmuht (April 1807) 800,000 

At the aid of the year 1804 Summnht (April 1808) 400,000 

At the Old off the yte 1805 Sommuht (April 1800) 600,000 


Total So. Rs. 8,000,000 
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Artfde Mb. constiy wbiob wu fomerly in thn poesesilon* of 
Mnhantjah Rnojefet Sing, praTionalj to the accession of the English 
Qovenimenty is now confiimed to Iiim by the Honourable Company: 
aw/i the Honourable Company, in consideration of the friendship now 
established, will not interfere in the possession of this country, or 
demand any tribute on account of it 
Article 0th. In the eyent of any enemy evincing a disposition to 
^ attack the dominions of the Honourable Company, Maharajah Run- 
jeet Sing binds himself to assist to tlie utmost of his power in ex- 
pelling the enemy, and in no measure to hold any correspondence, 
to be in any way connected with, or assisting to the enemies of the 
Honourable Company. • 

Article 7th. As by the second Article of the present Treaty the 
Honourable Company becomes guarrantee, to make Rajah Runjeet Sing 
for the security of the country against external enenues, the Maha* 
rj^ab hereby agrees that if any misunderstanding should arise- be- 
tween him and the Sircar of any other chieftain, the Mahan^ah 
in the first instance, submit the cause of dispute to the Hiuionn^ 
ble Company’s Government, that the Government may eucMirour*to ^ 
settle it andcably, agreeably to justice and ancient usage. If from 
the obstinacy of the opposite party,iio amicable terms aigto be settled, 
then MahanOah Runjeet Sing may demand aid from the Compa- 
ny’s Government. In the event above stated in this article, it will 
be granted. • 

.Article 8th. The Maharajah shnll not in future entertain in bin 
service, nor give admission to any English or French subjecta, or any 
other person from among the inhabitants of Europe, without the 
aanction of the Honouiable Company’s Govcmnient; and the Ho- 
nourable Company also agrees not to give admission to any of the 
Maharajah’s relations or sjervants without his consent The above 
treaty, comprised in ei(ht articles, has been duly concluded, and con- 
firmed by the seals and signatures of his Excellency General Gerard 
Lord Lake, and Mahan^ah Seway BeaUlpnder Runjeet Sing Beha- 
dnr at Bhnrtpoor, In the Soobah of Akberabad on the I7lh day of 
April 1806, corresponding with the lOlh* of Mohurrum 1280 H^jee, 
and with the Brd day of Bysaak 1808 Snmmuht. 

When a treaty containing the above eight articles shall be deli- 
vered to Mahan^oh Seway Besholiider Ruiyeet Sing Behadur, 
under the seal and aigature of His Excellency the Most Noble the 

n2 
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Govenior General in Council, the j^ieaent treaty, under the aeal and 
■ignature of His Ezoellency General Gerard Losd Lake, shall be 
returned. 

A true copy. 

J. ADAM, 

DepiOff Seentary fe Gotremmeiit. 


Extract of a letter from the Goaernm' Generalia Ceimeil io the Secret 
CoiRMi<ree, dated ike 19th ilfiiy, 1805. 

16. In our dispatch of th^4th of March, the Governor General in 
Council had the honour to apprise, your Honourable Committee that 
the Rtgah of Bhurtpoor, had made overtures of accommodation to 
His Excellency the Right Honourable the Commander in Chief ; and 
the Governor General in Council also stated to your Honourable 
Committee in that dispatch, tlie substance of the instructions with 
which the Commander io Chief had been famished on the subject ' f 
theHendl^hich the Governor General in Council, was disposed to 
grant to the R^Jah of Bhurtpoor. His Excellency the Commander 
in Chief havi^ been induced by the entreaties of Rujuli Rui^eet 
Sing, to consent to receive Vakeels, to be dispatched by that person 
for the express purpose, of adjusting the terms of accommodation. 
Vakeels were dispatched and arrived in the camp of the Commander 
in Chief on the Ibth of March. The detail of the negociations which 
ensued will be communicated to your Honourable Committee by a 
letter from the Governor General in Council, which will he forwarded 
on the Teignmouth, Company’s armed Cruiser, now under dispatch. 
By the present dispatch which proceeds overland, the Governor Ge- 
neral deems it sufficient, in addition to the summary statement, to 
transmit to your Honourable Company, a copy of the treaty which 
was finally concluded with Rajah Runjeet Sing on the 17th of April. 
Your Honourable Committeg will observe, that the terms of tliat en- 
gagement are in conformity to the spirit of those which were pre- 
scribed by the instructions to the Commander in Chief of 19th March, 
a copy of which accompanied our dispatch of the 24tli of tho same 
month. 

16. The Gbvemor General in Council deeming the conditions of 
the treaty to be in every respect honourable, and advantageous to the 
British Qovenunent, has ratified that engagement. 
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17. The Bon of the* R^jah of Bhartpoor arrived in the British 
camp on the 1 1th April, as an hostage, and continues to attend His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. • 

18. On the 8th of April, all: the military stores requisite for the 
resumption of the siege of Bhurtpoor, having previously arrived, the 
British Army moved to the position from which the Commander in 
Chief had resolved to recommence the operations of the siege of 
Bhurtpoor; but the necessity of renewing the siege having been pre- 
cluded by the submission of Rqjah Runjeet Sing, the battering train, 
and' all the necessary stores were subsequently dispatched to Agra. 



ARTICLE II. 


Observation upon the present Regnlatiom for pricing 
Remount Horses for the Bengal Horse Artillery, 

To the Editor of the British Indian Military Repository, 
Sir, 

IN fulfilment of my promise, continue my remarks 
on points connected with the efficiency of the Horse 
Brigade of Artillery/’ I submit to the public, and I hope 
to those in whose hands the remedy is, the following 
observations on the regulations which are now in force 
for providing for the remount of that corps* In at>> 
tempting this, my subject is two-fold: 

% First, 1 wish to bring to notice the disadvantagea 
under whicli this corps labours, when compared with 
the positive advantages and privileges that the corres- 
ponding corps of H. M.’s Army, of the Madras Army, 
and of the Bombay Army enjoy. And, 

Secondly, 1 intend to shew that, generally, the com- 
mon Country horse is. unfit for Horse Artillery pur- 
poses. 

In endeavouring to maintain, and^ argue on, these 
positions, I am aware that I shall be led into compa- 
risons which may clash with the feelings or prejudices 
of the other mounted^ parts of the Bengal Army; not 
because I ask for any unwarrantable concession, but 
because the usage of the Army has heretofore been 
against me? By^persons wbo think in thi$ way, I shall 
be deemed but a mere innovator. To them^ howey^ii I 
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Bay, if what has been persisted in for 20 years should in 
the 2lBt be found irreconcilable to sound sense or com- 
mon justice, would it he conveziable to reason to argue, 
because an evil (and I hope to be able to prove that it is 
an evil) has been tolerated for such a length of time, 
that it should be continued for ever ? or would it not 
better become rational beings to say, **We have been in 
the wrong road a very long time, the sooner we get into 
the right one the better?** The latter, 1 am sure, will be 
the sentiment of all reasonable pen. 1 have digressed 
thus in order to deprecate the feeling that, in what 
I am about to claim for the Horse Artillery of this 
Presidency, I trench on the rights of any other branch 
of the service; or, that what I ask for is not founded on 
strict justice, on common sense, on the example of that 
country to which we all belong, and whose Axmyjias 
reached such a high station in the ladder of perfection, 
and on the custom of every other state t^at possessed 
this arm. 

2. In H. M.*s Army it is conceded that Horse Artil- 
lery, to do the duties expected from it, should possess 
horses of much superior powers to those available for 
Cavalry purposes. To procure such horses 40£ sterling . 
are allowed for each horse, besides various other privi- 
leges too numerous to be mentioned here. I shall be 
content with thei simple, but well known, fact of the 
sum allowed for the purchase of a horse for the Royal 
Horse Artillery. It will, alone, *];>e more than sufficient 
to uphold my argument. The Bi|m, for the purchase of 
a horse for thf Light Dragoons, is 25£. Can words — 
can language of any kind, tend to place in a stronger 
light the view which the King*B Govarnmeilt takes of 
the relative daties of the Horse Artillery and Dragoons,. 
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than the* above concise statement? — I^'or the Horse Ar* 
tillery horse 40£ are given — for the Light Drugoon 
horse, but 25£! Will anyone credit me when Isay 
that, on the Bengal Establishment, it is deemed ne- 
cessary for a Light Dragoon to have a horse of equal 
powers with one for the service of the Horse Artillery? 
That, to carry a single horseman and his equipments, 
a horse of the same strength .and qualities is as essential 
to the Dragoons as he is to the Horse Artillery, where 
he has to carry a rider, a heavy coarse harness, the im- 
plements for working a gun, and to bear liis proportion 
in the draft pf the ammunition, and of the* gun itself. 
Yet to this lame and impotent” conclusion we must 
naturally come; or wherefore the regulation which 
places Dragoon Regiments and the Bengal Horse Ar- 
tillery ..oil an equal footing with respect to the price 
allowed for their horses, and which grants only, to 
the latter corps, the trifling advantage of choosing the 
first horse from a string of one hundred perhaps? 
And this too when the rules of the service, to which 
the former body belongs, estimate the labour entail- 
ed on the two horses, in the proportion of nearly 
2 to 1 ! 1 will not however pause here. I will exhibit 
what is required from a horse of the Horse Artillery, and 
leave it to every candid man to draw his own conclusion. 
I may observe here, that the practise, existing in H. 
M.’s Army, has stood the test of a seven years continu- 
ed trial. — I allude to ^he Peninsular and Continental 
wars, from 1808 to 1815; and, it is but fair to suppose, 
that the principle whicb has stood such proof, is founded 
on necessity and just consideration for the due efficiency 
of that Army in jili its branches. 
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3. A troop of irfengal Horse Artillery, consists of guns 
of mixed calibres. It Drill be but fair to all parties, in 
calculating tbe work iU horses have to do, to make the 
estimate neither from the heaviest, nor yet from the 
lightest piece of ordnance. A happy medium is pre- 
sented by the SJdnch howitzer, which is, in nearly the 
same proportion, as much lighter than the 12-pounder 
as it is heavier than the G-pounder. The weight of a 
51-inch Horse Artillery howitzer is about 26 cwt. that 
is, as it stands in the field : gun, carriage, and limber. 
I have, purposely, avoided including the limber box, 
which, however, is' loaded with a proportion of ammu- 
nition and petty stores. One sixth of the 26 cwt. each 
horse, in haniess, ought to draw. In addition to this, 
he has a rider on his back — a set of harness weighing 4 
stone — two men carried on the gun, and the irapieni^ts 
for working it. — The Horse Artillery man is armed with 
a Cavalry sabre, a pair of pistols, and ci^rries balled 
cartridges in pouch. Now a Light Dragoon horse has 
only his rider, Dvith his arms and accoutrements, to 
bear up. — A Light Dragoon is armed, I believe, with a 
sabre, a pair of pistols, a carbine, and carries also balled 
ammunition in pouch. The difference then in the arm- 
ing of tlie two men consists only in the carbine of the 
dragoon, wliich dilFcrencc is made up I think by the 
spunge staffs, the portfires carried by the Artillery 
man. Consequently a horse attached to the Horse 
Artillery, has to sustain his prd^ortion of the draft of 
the gun— r4 stone weight of harnpss — the men riding on 
the gun, and the implements for working it, in excess to 
what the Dragoon horse has to do. Can 1 possibly add 
to this argument? Yes. It surely xequMs a much 
more powerful animal to bear up the pole of a heavy 
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gODj to arrest its progress when in motiooi and to stand 
the sudden wheels, than it does to carry a light Dragoon 
in a charge or a skirihish! If the heavy Cavalry at 
home are not earn on an equality with the Horse Artil* 
lery in the above respects, why should the Light Dra* 
goons in this country be so with the Bengal Horse 
Artillery? And why should the Horse Artillery of this 
Presidency be a singular example? I have stated the 
rule in the King’s Army. 1 may now shew what is 
observed in the armies of Madras and Bombay— of the 
two junior Presidencies of India ! On the Madras 
Establishment amuck larger sum is not only allowed 
for the purchase of horses for its Horse Artillery than 
that for horses for the Cavalry serving there, but, such 
is the opinion of that Government, as to the necessity 
of .keeping it in the most effective state, that extraor- 
dinary and peculiar privileges are granted to it for that 
purpose. l/:.has not only a much greater proportion of 
men and horses (although the Bengal Horse Artillery has 
exactly the same number of guns and waggons to bring 
into the field as it has) but it has also the excellent pri- 
vilege of being able to get rid of any beast which, from 
vice, impatient spirit, or debility, may, on trial, prove 
unfit for it. Has the Bengal Horse Artillery any rights 
of this nature ? Experience has proved the wisdom of 
what has been done for the Madras*’ Horse Artillery. 
There is not a Regiment on that side of India that has 
been harder worked, done better service, or bears a 
higher character than that gallant corps; and I am 
proud to bear testimony to it. The Bombay Horse 
Artillery, though of late organization, is endowed, I am 
mformed, with similar privileges. Is it requiring too 
touch then, When we ask for the Horse Artilleiy of the 
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OoTerning state to be placed on as efficient a footing as 
the same corps in the subordinate ones? Are we re<y 
quiring any thing impracticable when we sayi Do unto 
the Bengal Horse Artillery as it has been proved 
pedient to do unto that of His Majesty’s Army, of the 
Madras Army, and of the Bombay Army”? Do we 
require what is extravagant in our solicitation? And do 
we entreat for any thing unreasonable in saying, to that 
arm which has the most laborious work to do, grant 
the best horse, that thereby what is wanted of it may 
be performed in tbe best possible manner?” Were a 
Colonel oi' i/ight Horse, in England, to make official 
application for an equal sum, to be granted to him tos 
the purchase of horses for his Regiment, with that 
allowed to the Horse ArUllery, on the plea that it re* 
quired a horse of the same powers to carry his men as 
it did to do the duties of the latter named coips; would 
he be attended to? Do we ask then for more thaq 
what is strictly just? 1 feel that each impartial man 
must answer, You do not.” 

4. To obtain superior horsfes for the Horse Arlillciy, q 
small sum must be added to that which is now allowed, 
for a horse for the Light Dragoons; if the difference 
were but 20 rupees, to gain those 20 rupees, the native 
dealers would bring their best horses to that corps 
which wants thei^ the most. If in England, if at Ma* 
dras and Bombay, where horses of the most generous 
dispoTsitions are easily procurable, it has been found 
absolutely necessary to grant to their Horse Artillery 
every possible facility in mounting themselves; how 
much more imperiously is this Government called upon 
to grant the same rights to its Horse Artillery, where, 
in every year’s remount, for two quiet horses, three 
vicious and intractable beasts are received ! 
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6. Andnowtomy second position : ^at the common 
'country^ horses are unfitted, from badness of temper, 
impatience, and violent, for Horse Artillery duties. 
I mean that this position should involve the consequence 
that, if the best produce of the Goverment stud was 
allotted to the Horse Artillery, and not appropriated to 
defray a part of the expenses of the establishment, the 
measure would not only be an excellent one in regard 
to the increased efficiency of that body, but also one. of 
economical expediency. The nature of the- work re- 
quired from a horse attached to the Horse Artillery, is 
peculiar. It is confined to draft. To take to this kind 
of labour properly the first requisites are, docility, pati- 
ence and boldness. Are these the characteristics of the 
common country horse? Is he not, rather, vicious, 
impetuous, timid, and full of tricks? — qualities, it may 
be said, that render him unfit for any service; but, 
I contend, ^ost particularly so for that which requires 
draft from him. His bad temper affects but one man 
in a regiment of Cavalry— his immediate rider — ^he may 
kick and rear with him as much as he pleases, and all his 
rider has to do, if he cannot keep him qiiiet, is to rein 
him back and to withdraw him from the ranks; the 
regiment proceeding without further annoyance from 
him or feeling his loss. Look to the same kind of ani- 
mal harnessed, with five other horses, in a gun. There, 
he is no longer an independant agent — he is but one 
part of a powerful iq^hine; but this power may be 
rendered useless by his evil disposition. The presence 
of a vicious horse in draft may deprive the service, in 
time of need, of a gun (of one sixth of a troop of Horse 
Artillery) ^hich, •instead of its being a formidable offen- 
sive weapon, may prove an impediment, in many cases. 
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to the progress or operations of an Army. The vicious 
horse, in draft, not only creates .delays and gives rise to 
accidents, but, from his constant worrying of the other 
five yoked with him, also induces them, though perhaps 
otherwise perfectly quiet and well disposed, to enter 
into the scuffle, in self-defence, and to exhibit a scene 
of combined rears, biting, and kicking ! This is not the 
greatest evil to be apprehended from an unquiet horse. 
You are obliged to work him; and being in communica- 
tion with such a one corrupts, iA time, the manners of 
better horses. In consequence of the uncertain temper 
of the common country horse, the present system, of 
having each horse in the gun liddeii by a separate man, 
is obliged to be adopted : for, such is their general vio- 
lence, it has been found utterly impossible for one man 
to control two of them tliis is attended witli many 
inconveniences, and it is only just to suppose that the 
principle, which has stood the test of experience in the 
Royal Horse Artillery, must be a good one. In that 
corps the guns are driven postillion fashion — the gun- 
ners are mounted on independent horses— move with the 
gun, and when it is brought into action have only to 
dismount and to serve it. By this arrangement the gun- 
ners may, in emergent cases, act as Cavalry, and instances 
are on record of their having protected the drivers 
from the assaults of attacking horse, and of having 
covered their guns when obliged to retire from want of 
ammunition. So it is at Madras — so at Bombay. But 


* Two men, as postillions, drive two pair of horses in the am- 
munition wagons of the Bengal Horse Artillery. We do not therefore 
see why the same system shonld not be adopted iiith the guns, whm 
Government famishes the corps with generous tomptied homes for 
the outriden. £b. 
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tfasB . deniable object cannot be attained in Bengal until 
aibetter race of horaea ia famished to ita Horse Artil- 
lery. At present the services of the syces iu this 
latter corps, are more necessary than they ought to be. 
According to tlie present way of telling off the men, 
udien the gun is prepared for action, the riders of the 
three off borsesj are all obliged to dismount — to leave 
their steeds to the care of the near riders, (who do, in 
Bengal, the duty of mere drivers), and to go and man 
the gun.* The conaeipience is, that, it requiring all the 
near rider can poaribly do to control and keep quiet 
bis own hora^ under the repeated discharges of the 
cannon immediately behind him, and his own wicked 
inolinationa, ffie off horse would be in a great measure 
left to himself to do that which best pleased him, were 
the sychs not up to lay hold of and to lesbrain him. 
I do not mean to say that we have not many quiet and 
serviceable country horses, but they are all so capricious 
in their tempers, that for 6 or 6 years they may continue 
in a moat quiescent state, and in the 7th, without any 
apparent cause, become perfect devils. I am most 
amdons not to be rmsunderstood on'this point. My 
argument is chiefly founded on what occurs in canton- 
mmita where the horses are well fed, and comparatively 
little worked with what they would be were they on ac- 
tive service ; consequently the wicl&d beast will be 
worse in the one utuation than in the other. In can- 
tonmenta the inspecting officer expects to find your 
in fine and sleek condition, as well as that your 

*l>aiiigonr service with the Beagel Henw AitUlerr tte centre 
aSsr lUbr sfsh diiensted to fake his plsce at the gm, leaving the 
afar hasssjl to Oe flint nad (tar near lideia. tfe sappose this is to* 
easeasw. En. 
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poattions should be taken np with rapidity and^recisi> 
on. The appearance of a Reginisnt is looked to in this 
case, perhaps very nearly as mnch as its real c£Bcienoy. 
But the great object to the Conunander of an Army in 
the field would be, the celerity with which a battery 
reached its destined point, and the execution it made 
when there. The horses might be thin and badly groom- 
ed, but these would be secondary considerations with* 
Tiim. 1 have seen the Bengal Horse Artillery in the 
fidd, and 1 am free to say that ih has always performed 
the duties required from it, notwithstanding the draw- 
backs alluded to, in as efficient a manner as any other 
corps of the Army ; but wbat I contend is impolitic is, 
that a branch of the Army of acknowledged use, and 
kqpt up at some expense should be exposed to any con- 
tingency when such might be so easily obviated* 

6. I have thus pointed out in what qualities I degm 
the common country horse deficient when allied to the 
Horae Artillery. I shall now, as concisely as possible, 
take a view of the description of horses produced by 
the Government stud, and shew, that if similar horses 
to those which the Horse Artillery received in the year 
1817, were still sent to it, that corps would be highly 
benefited, and the Government no loser by the measure. 
In the year 1817 the pernicious plan of selecting the 
best stud horses f^r private sale, in order to the defray- 
ing of some part of the expense ^of the establishment, 
had not a being; at least, I dioidtt judge so firom the 
hones we then got, and those we get now: for I do not 
know positively that this was the case. The oodse- 
qnence was that in that year, and the antece^t ones 
of course, such horses jmned the cor^ as the moiA 
fiistidious Commandii^ Officer conld not olgeot to. 
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The Horse Artillery reccwed in that year^ and I speak 
from personal obseivatjon, horses which, in the lan- 
gu&^e of the corps, are denominated 12-pounder huise 
— that is, aninittls capable of encountering the heaviest 
work. These horses have been in constant work ever 
since — a period of six years ; and are now us fine, and 
sound on their legs, as on the day they joined, and pro- 
mise to continue so for the next eight or ten yeui-s to 
come. But this is not all — I will go back to the time 
of the Gaiijam stud. • If 1 am rightly imformed, no 
such ruinous regulation existed there : but, however it 
may have been, the fact is incontrovertible, that there 
are now horses here, the produce of tliat stud, which 
joined in 1810, and who still have their limbs like lliose 
of colts notwithstanding the shocks and labour they 
mhst have undergone in a service of 13 years in guns. 
Will any one assert that such examples can be adduced 
in the cattfc sent from the stud now-a-days? It is 
really melancholy to contrast the present degenerate 
race with those of other days. It is not in reason to 
hope that they will last as long or do the work as w'ell 
as their predecessors : they have not the bone — they 
have not the substance for it. These latter to be sure 
shew, generally, a great deal of blood, and the most of 
them are well calculated to carry a single man, but it is 
really distressing to observe a willing little horse, al- 
most buried in a heavy harness, straining each nerve and 
cracking every sineiV in attempting to drug along a 
ponderous gun. It remains only now to show that, if 
the strongest stud horses were given to the Horse Ar- 
rillery, nq); merely on account of their strength, but from 
their possessing other qualities, in which the country 
horses are deficient, they would add greatly to the effi- 
ciency of that corps. 



And first then, they are particularly famed for 
quietness of temper, and tiactability of disposition— 
for the ease and quickness with which they break in 
— and above all for the willingness they display in 
applying themselves to the draft. They seem to pass 
over,» unheeded, the pressure of the collar, the friction 
•of the traces, the jingUng of the chain part of the 
harness, the repeated shocks they receive by coming 
suddenly in contact with the collars, the astounding 
rattling of the gun'carriage at theft heels, and lastly, but 
certainly not the least of their qualifications, the total 
absence of that inclination to fight with their own 
species, which is so prevalent amongst country horses. 
This last good quality, I have shewn above, is almost in- 
di^ensable in a Horae Artillery horse, which may fre- 
quently be left without other controul than his own good 
or bad disposition. Perhaps it is this above every other 
characteristic which renders the stud horse sb valuable 
to the Horse Artillery. He can be left to his own guid- 
ance with confidence, while the men are employed at 
the gun. He never attempts to kick at or bite his 
neighbour! No — I have seen, stud horses stand nose 
to nose like to so many lambs. They never, by kicking 
and pulling, defeat that precision which is so essential 
to use ordnance with effect! From whence then aiises 
the difierence, in fiiis respect, between them and the 
country horses? — it is of easy solution. The nativa 
dealer, at two years old, ties up his dblt neck and heels, 
bandages his eyes, keeps him in constant darkness, and 
entirely separates him from his kind. No wonder that, 
when he attidns comparative freedom, he perc^ves an 
enemy in every horse he meets, and is eager to attack 
him.' The stud^colt, on the reverse, is allowed to run 
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at l^rge io the very 2as(^ ia herded with a number mdre, 
becomes acquainted and fond of his kind, and gives 
the happy neigh to them under whatever circumsiances 
they may be brought together. 

7. 1 am also prepared to show that even on the score 
of economy (and that appears the vital principle o( the 
day) it would be advisable, for Government to allot, for 
the service of the Horse Artillery, as many of the 
strongest stud horses as it possibly could. There is not 
a shadow of doubt that the capable stud horses do the 
work of that corps better, and for a longer time, than 
any country horses. The reason is simple : the former 
reserves his strength to meet all demands made on it ; 
the latter expends his, in striving to get rid of them. 
The former does what is required of him with a gqpd 
grace ; the latter seldom, unless forced to it. The quiet 
stud horse remains an efficient horse, while the country 
one is blistered, fired, and ultimately cast ! The short- 
ened period of the service of the country horse is not 
to be accounted for by supposing that, in consequence 
of bis wickedness, he is more worked than the quiet 
stud one. No such thing — the reverse is generally the 
case. The quiet horse is in almost constant demand ; 
he is required for the school lessons in horsemanship, of 
both officeraL^and men: for it would not only defeat 
your object, but be highly improper to place a novice 
on one of the vicious tazees. The quiet horse is also 
always called on vVhen any thing particular is to be 
done, such as accompanying young horses in their first 
essays in draft and continuing with them until thorough- 
ly broke in, and for any other duties ef a like nature, all 
extra to his regular work in the exercise of the corps. 
ITpon the whole therefore it may truly be said, that the 
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quiet horse leads the most unquiet life ; whilst his more 
wicked brother lives comparatively in clover, and laughs 
at his docile and more enduring comrade ! 

It has been calculated, from authentic data, that a 
stud horse, at four years old, costa Oovemment between 
4 and 500 rupees, (by the bye, officers of the Army are 
obliged to pay 800 rupees for the same animal); the 
regulated sum for a country horse, for the Horse Artillery, 
is 450 rupees. Now 1 think I may fairly assume that a 
good blood horse works, in the proportion of Jrd, longer 
than a common country horse. It follows then that a 
saving of mo>^ than 30 per cent would accrue to Go- 
vernment on every stud horse (of the kind I have been 
describing) furnished to the Horse Artillery. I have 
now come to the end of my argument, and I hope I have 
proved what I aimed at in the outset : Ist. The necessity 
there exists for a better horse, than that hitherto pro- 
vided, being procured for the service (if the Horse 
ATtillcry, by holding out to the Native dealers additional 
profit to induce them to bring a superior class of horses 
for that corps; 2dly that the generality of the com- 
mon country horses are unfit for its ranks — that the 
present numbeV of unquiet horses detracts from its 
efficiency, and that any plan by which that number 
can be diminished should be adopted ; and Srdly that 
capable stud horles would, on many accounts, add to 
that efficiency in the same ratio that the country horses 
take from it. 

8. Perhaps I may not be deemed as travelling out of 
the intention of this letter (having already written so 
much about horses) if I shortly notice the regulation 
for distributing to the army, that part ^)f the stud pro- 
duce selected for officer’s chargers. Its equity does not 

o 2 
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certainly strike me as being very prominent. It is ex* 
pressly arowed by Goyemnient that» in permitUng a 
certain number of the 2nd class of the stud produce (for 
the Ist class is kept for private sale) to be set apart for 
officers, it is actuated only by the desire of affording to 
them the means of mounting themselves well and suit* 
ably. This excellent object is undoubtedly best attained 
by the stud horses; but it is surely to be expected that 
the boou would be held out to each oorps in the same 
measure. 1 contend t])st it is not, and never has been 
so. The horses are sent to enable officers to mount 
themselves. In justice, then, should an equal number 
be sent to a regiment that has not above 16 officers with 
as to one that has upwards of 30? The Horse Artil- 
lery has 6 Field officers, 7 Captains, 28 Subalterns, 1 
Surgeoin and 2 Assistants. From its consitution (with 
the exception of two Field officers at present) any officer 
belonging t<kit must, on accepting of any Staff employ- 
ment, quit its ranks and return to the Foot Artillery, 
and the vacancies, so raused, are filled up by effective 
men from the latter department. The consequence of 
this arrangement is to insure the full complement of 
officers always to it. How no such rule obtuns in the 
Light Cavalry — once in it, always in it — and no officer is 
removed from that arm because he may be employed 
away from it I will therefore allow that a Regiment of 
Cavalry has 20 officers, whose services may be aveulable 
for it alone — I think ji will be allowed I am arguing 
fairly enough — ^yet to }hia smaller body of officers is an 
equal number of ** Officer's Chargers" sent, as to the 
greater body (averagii^ from 36 and upwards) attached 
to the Horse Artillery, and this too, as it is professed, 
with a view of giving to the officers of the mounted 
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part of the Army, an equal dianee of providing them- 
selves with chaigets.” We have-reached. Sir, a new era 
in mathematics! 16 '* OfBcer’s Chargers" ate sent to 
both Regiments, on the demonstrable principle, that 15 
is to 20 as 16 to 35 !! ! What need I say more? 

I am. Sir, 

Tonr obedient servant 
AHORSE ARTILLERYMAN. 

Meerut, \ 

\m Mat/, 1823. I 
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ARTICLE liL 
On Monthly Mustero tfc. 

To. the Ediiqr of the British Jndiftn Military Bepository. 

Mr. Editor, • 

Perhaps you may find room in j^our very useful work 
for the following observations and remarks. 

On 'the Madras side of India, a public Muster of the 
troops and establishments is now only taken every three 
months; Commandants of coips taking their own Mus- 
ters on*tbe Ist of each intermediate month. 

I'bere are few who have not had occasion, at one time 
or other, tb remark upon the great pressure of public 
business in the Military Auditor General’s office. 

Suppose, therefore, by way of an improvement on the 
Madras plan, the following arraiigment was sanctioned 
by authority. Query whether it would not be found to 
relieve individuals, paymasters, and the Auditor Gene- 
ral, from a great weight of what appears rather unneces- 
sary trouble. 

Let the Muster of all troops, cattle, and establish- 
ments, be taken in detail (same as is at present the 
practice) on the 1st day of August, November, February, 
and May only. * 

And on the 1st of each intermediate month— Let the 
Musters Jse taken with equal form and ceremony ; but 
only an abstract of the Muster be given in from each 
troop, company, establishment, or department. 
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On the 1st of Ai^ust^ November, February, and May, 
quarterly pay abstracts to be made out agreeably to the 
detailed Muster rolls. 

And oil the first of each intermediate month — An ab- 
stract of the Muster, with a receipt on the back for the 
erstiinatcd amount due, should be sent in to the Pay Office, 
and advanced (in the proper course of time) on account, 
to be afterwards deducted from the amount of the quar- 
terly ])ay abstract. 

In like manner the acquittance rolls, instead of being 
as they now are, made out monthly, might be reduced to 
quarterly ones. 

Py an arrangement of this nature, equal form and 
ceremony would be observed as at present, in the tak- 
ing of a monthly muster. , 

•The troops would be paid with the same regularity as 
they now are, and the business would be very consider- 
ably reduced to individuals, paymasters, and the Audit- 
or General in particular. • 

Not being aware of any serious objection to such a 
measure, I have ventured to propose it through the 
means of your valuable work ; and I shall endeavour to 
explain it more at large, by the form of muster rolls, 
and abstracts, as would then be required. 

Subscribing myself, Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

A BENGAL OFFICER. 
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Liciiteniint Colonel, 

Commandiiig Battalion Regiment. 
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ARTICLE IV. 


SynqrfKa/ TaUttf BngUA and Reach lAaeal Meantres. 


THE Bcientific reader will readily acknowledge the 
valae of the preaent article, which has been kindly pla- 
ced in our hands by Captain Enderby of his Majesty’s 
16th Lancers; the same having been lately prepared 
and published by a fijpnd of that officer in England. 

We trust at a future day to foUow up this article by 
a comparative table of. weights. 

The officers of the Indian Armies serve under Qo- 
vemments ever ready to encourage the researches of 
smence; and boundless is the fidd before them for ob- 
servation in geological, geodmtical, and astronomical 
science. 

We trust the present table may be aoMptable to many 
of our subscribers, and shall feel infinite gratification if 
it proves of use in asfisting the calculations of those 
already engaged in eztennve surveys. 

To the readers of French Works of science in tbdr 
original bi^uage, the value and use of this table is too 
obvioon to iequiie comment. 
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nmioDncnoN 

TO A 

SYNOPTICAL TABLE 

o» 

ENGUSH AND FRENCH LQIEAL MEASURE 


A OESiBB to fonn a Table in vhidi not mly the 
french Measures of Length, but also a selection of 
corresponding English and French Measures, should be 
contiguously arranged, after haring been» freed from 
discrepancies, and so adjusted as to 'gire complete results 
wherever it was possible, and where not^ such near . 
approxlmatioiu as could readily be admitted within a 
moderate apace, gave rise to an arrar^ment, firom which 
the following is a selection. 

It is presumed that a few pretimiimry remarks, parti* 
cnlarly with respect to the comparatire value of the 
Toise, M6tre, D4«im4tFe, Pied, and Ligne, will not be 
deemed irrelative : and as liberty has been taken, in a 
trifling degree, to alter tiie common mode of punctna* 
ting dedmal digits, so as the more dearly to establish 
their value, it has been thought proper to subjoin what, 
it is hoped, will be received as a sufficient reason for a 
sUght but useful deviation from the general ]ftaotioe of 
writers on this sulgect. 
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The length of 1 M6tre in Pieds is stated by Bruson, 

(in page 16 of the monotype edition of his **Iiittructm 
sur les Mesures, $c.” published at Paris in the 8th Year 
of the French Republic,) as being *^exacteme)it**^ 
3*078444 Pieds; and in the very same page he states 
the D^cim6trea8"«flcrc«ieflf* — 41*3296. Lignes. Now 
as 10 Dccim6tres = 1 M6tre 

44‘S2e6.LigneB, X 10 ).|,r44Sm Lignes ) 

And M ISLignesssl Pouce. 443*296. Ugnes, *r 12 > J 36*911 1 Ponces SselMStre 

AiidaslS Puuccs = 1 Pied. . 36-94lt Ponces, 7 12 ) C 3*0781 Pieds 3 

If 3*0TSl the Pieds deri? ed from the DSrim6tie, u above, 

he deducted. 3*078444. the Piedderived from the Mfetre as above, there will 

remalnadiscrcpancyof. . . O'UOOOOOlpartsofaPiedoneachMfetre and this discrepancy 
being multiplied by 10000000*0. the number of Metres in a quadrant,* will caubO the 
whole discrepancy on that qnadnnt to be 4*1 Pieds. 

S. A, Tarbe (in page 54 of his “ Manuel Pratique et 
* EUmmtaire des Poidi et MemreSf tfd* published at 
Paris, in October 1813,) states the Quadrant, or fourth 
part of the terrestrial meridian, at the level of the sea, 
to be 6130740*0. Toises; and adds, immediately after, 
that the lOOOOOOO'O.t^ part of this number is = 3 
Pieds, 11 Lignes, 296 Milliimes, or 443*296 Lignes:” 
but neither of these comparative values is correct, as 
will appear by the following calculation, 

613074*0. Toisps X ^ 30784440*0. Pieds, 

30784440*0. Pieds X IS 360413280*0. Pouces, and 
309413280 0. Ponces X 12 a 4432900300*0. LigDis,and these being if* 10000000*0. 

the same error as* that of Brisson's above-mentioned. 

Tarbif indeed, has hot overlooked the discrepancy ; and, 

* In the CmweiMRce dei Terns for the year 1823, page 241, it is 
stated that RDeumbre has found the ** Quart dh ifertdtm,’' to 
contain not 10000000*0. MOtres only, as above, but 10000723*0. 

Hhtrei! 
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after stating the exact value of the M4tre, in a note at 
the bottom of the same page, he adds, that the differ- 
ence is an imperceptible quantity, or one of which no 
account need be taken in ordinary calculations. Though 
Tarbe, in page 8 of the same work, has quoted the law 
of the 19th Frimaire, An. 8, as valid authority for the re- 
ceded length of the M£tre, notwithstanding the admitted 
error of nearly 4 J Fieds, which, as above shewn, it would 
produce in the Quadrant ; the real value of the M^tre, 
(443'295936. Lignes,) as it is exqct as well as Jinite, and 
so preserves both the ascending and the descending 
reductions of the measures imvitiated, has been adopted 
in this Table. 

Dr. T. ybtfiig,inhis Natural Philosophy,^ rolAi.pELg^ 
151, gives the Toise as equal to 76736. Inches. The 
Pied, being ^th of the Toise, will therefore — 127893 
Inches. 


Again, as 1 Pied : 127893 : : 3*078444» Pieds (= 1 
Mare) : 39*371246464. Inches. 

These data and calculatiox)|B being assumed as correct, 


1 


C Pied 
1 M£tre 


} 


is entered in 
this Table as 



127893in.=l‘0667ft. 
3*078444. Pieds 1 
39*371246464. Inches ) 


and not, as it is made in most, if not in all, comparative 


tables of English and French mea8ureBs=39'371. Inches 


only, which whqn carried no f 

higher than to the Myriom^tre > == 393710*0. Inches, 

in the Table would make it S 


thereby occasioning a defect ) * • 
or discrepancy of J ** 


2*46464.In.: 


it being evident, from the above ) 

operations, that the Myriomitre > = 393712-46464. In. 

should ) * 

as stated in the Table. 
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Mnch confusion has arisen^ particularly in discourses 
on political arithmetici (jvhere^ as Well as in many other 
works, intricacy in the extreme exists already,) from 
marking off certain portions of whole numbers by com- 
mas. The evil is increased when the whole numbers 
are succeeded by fractional parts; more especially as 
many authors use the Comma for the decimal mark. 
Throughout this Table it is by the Point only, variously 
applied, that the digits, &c. of the decimals, in every 
compartment, are distinguished. It is always placed 
even with '^the top of the first digit of a decimal, and 
where the expression consists of whole numbers, though 
no fractional digits follow, it is thought expedient that a 
cypher should follow the point (’), and be terminated by 
a point after it at the bottom. If no whole numbers 
precede the decimal digits, it is best, where there is 
convenient room for the purpose, that they should be 
preceded by i^cypher, with an intervening point placed 
even with its top, and consequently even with the top of 
the first succeeding decimaL Where the point is placed 
over each of any two digits, in the same compartment, 
it is to be understood that the digits under the points, 
with the digits between them, if any do intervene, form 
a circulating decimal. Where the point is placed over 
the last digit only, it denotes that the digit repeats. 
Where the point is placed after, and eveif with the bottom 
of any fractional number, it denotes that the decimal ter- 
minates, and that all the digits are entered in the table. 
Finally, where the point is hot placed over, or after the 
last digit, or where an et catera (See.) follows it, it is not 
to be inferred that the number is interminate, but mere- 
ly that its terminatiou or circulation is not within the 
limits of the Table, and that, when multiplied into any 
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it iM values 6f My givM uuit therein, it cati only pro- 
duce an aypmxiiuatingvesnU. ^ 

T%e Chain of Units, v^hich duemase in their value in 
their descent from left to right diagonally across the 
Table, aontainh each measures as have been selected 
from a great variety of others, under an impreiSion that 
they would be found most generally useful. The name, 
or denomination, of each unit is placed in its own pa- 
rallelogram, or rectangular compartment, immediately 
after tlie Unit, and not in the u^argin of the Table, or 
at the top of the perpendicular columns in which the 
units stand. By this arrangement each unit is found 
with equal facility ; and its comparative values, whether 
in an ascending or descending direction, are more rea- 
dily obtained. Thus, for example, if the M4tre be 
compared with the Mile, it is seen, from their position 
in the Table, that the Mile is the greater : and then, 
from the figures in the angle of the upper Gnomon that 
1609*296 &c. M^tre = 1 Mile ; as from those in the 
angle of the lower Gmmon t}iat 0'000621 &c. parts of 
1 Mile = 1 M6tre. 

The Calculator of the following work would be ex- 
tremely sorry if it should be supposed by any one that 
he had been induced to publish it from a desire to 
expose the incorrectness of othem. He assures the 
Header that he ha# been actuated by no such unworthy 
motive. He is anxious that the two most powerful na- 
tions in the world, eminent above all others in arts, 
sciences, and arms, may hereafter, like tlie common 
offspring of the same Bei^eficent Parent, become 
more and more firmly united and linked together in the 
bonds of mutual good offices and estdhm. His sole 
object, therefore, in laying this little Work before the 
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^dbiHc, has been to ikcilitat^ at le^ in one reapee^ 
'ftat intercouraein adeneeaand the arta between the two 
coantriea w^h their juxta poaitioni and the commoiuty 
of thmr literary and eonunerdalintereataiif not thwarted 
and oppoaed, could not tail very widdy to extend. 

1821, Dec. 13. 
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ARTICLE V. 

Rmarkt on the Clothing ttc. ifc. of the Bengal Native 

Infantry, 

To the Editor of the British Indian Military Expository ^ 
Sir, 

The efficiency of the soldier, as well as his capability 
of performing with effect the duty required of him, 
must greatly depend on his being well equipped with 
every article necessary to preserve his health, and to 
render him as comfortable, as the nature of his duties 
will permit. 1 shall therefore offer no apology for sub- 
mitting the following observations on, wljpt I conceive, 
deficiencies in the clothing and equipment of our Kative 
Infantry. 

Although it must be acknowledged, that many im. 
provements have been made during the last twelve 
years, in the appointments and clothing of the Native 
Infantry, it cannot be denied, that they are still far from 
perfect; and that no steps have been taken, for securing, 
to this branch oPtbe Army, a regular supply of great 
coats, may I think be attributed, from the known atten- 
tion of Government to every poiht connected with the 
efficiency of the Army, to a supposition, that the cli- 
mate was too mild to render them necessary : but when 
the cold at one period of the year, and the heavy rain at 
another, are taken into consideration, l^onnected with 
the fact, that sentries are generally exposed at all sea- 
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sons without shelter of any kind, it must be allowed^ 
that great coats are as necessary for the soldier iu India, 
as in England. 

The necessity of giving the Native soldier some other 
covering, in addition to his regimental coat and panta- 
looiLS is indeed so generally felt by officer’s serving 
with Native corps, that great coats made of country 
blankets, are often furnished by Commanding Officers 
of battalions, as half mounting. 

These coats although extremely useful, are cumbersome 
and inconvenient ; the men cannot pack and carry them 
on their backs, and they consequently add to the cattle, 
already too numerous, required for the carriage of the 
baggage. And as the furnishing of these coats is left en- 
tirely at the option of Commanding Officers, it happei^t 
not unfrequently, that many corps arc without them; 
when the sentries, in bad weather, vvi-ap themselves up 
in white liners sheets, in such a way as sometimes to be 
productive of evil consequences. 

I would therefore suggest, that every^ non-commissi- 
oned Officer and private, borne on the strength of the 
Regular Infantry, should be supplied once in «0 or 6 years, 
with a great coat made of English woollen, similar in 
all respects, to those in use in His Majesty’s Army. I 
think the Europe coat would last the above mentioned 
time as I know from experience, the blanket coats will, 
with care, last four years. 

The most materi'a> point to be considered is, the ex- 
pense that would be* incurred in furnishing the coats 
here recommended, (as I imagine their superiority in 
. every respect over those now in use, will be at once ad- 
mitted). I have*been at some pains to ascertain this, but, 
J confess, I am not fully satisfied, with the result of my 
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inquiries. 1 find in James’s Regimejutal Companion^ 
Vol ii Page 279^ that the compensation for a serjeant’s 
great coat was fixed at 12s. and for a private’s 11s. 
7<iow taking these rates at two thirds^ or half only of 
the actual cost, 1 do not think the expense can be urged 
as a viilid objection to the measure here proposed. 

A fund, to meet this expense, might be established 
by every olHcer leceiving half mounting stoppages, 
paying to the clothing board such sum annually, for 
every man in his corps, as luijght bo fixed by proper 
authority ; and any sum due for great coats above the 
sum so funded, to be paid from the half moiiuting 
sto|)[>.)ge for the year in which the coat would be served 
out as half mounting. 

^ Such a fund would, in the end, be advantageous to 
Comma [idlng Ofiicers of Battalions, to such at leas«^ as 
were anxious to have their men properly equipped, as 
it would obviate the possibility of their Joining a corps 
that w^as deficient in an expensive article of equipment, 
which they might have served out to their former corps 
but a short time prior to their removal from it. 

Great coats of the kind here recommended, could be 
rolled up, and carried on the knapsacks when marching, 
and at the back of the sepoy when on guard or stand- 
ing sentry ; and the advantages that would result from 
theii adoption, to the appearance and comfort of the 
Native Soldier, require no comment. 

Caps and knapsacks slionicf ;dso be served out at 
stated periods ; and ii the lattci; were reduced in size, it 
would be a great relief to the men. A knapsack calcu- 
lated to hold two changes of linen, a pair of shoes, one 
or two cooking pots, with ihc small carpet on which the 
sepoy sleeps, would be found to answer every purpose ; 
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and such knapsacks could be packed, and carried with 
greater ease to the men than those generally used. 

Before I conclude I must say a few words respecting 
the regimental coats of the Native Infantry. I am fully 
aware that the cut or make of a regimental coat will 
be considered by many, a matter of no moment what- 
ever ; but as long as soldiers are clothed in uniform, 
I conceive that uniform should be made with reference 
to tlie appearance of the wearer; that the coats of the 
Bengal Native Infantry, are lamentably deficient in this 
respect, 1 fear must be confessed,«and that in nine cases 
out of ten, the sepoy seems to have a coat never intend- 
ed for him. That this is owing to causes, over which the 
clothing agents have no controul, I can readily believe ; 
and possibly it may be attributed, partly, to the prepa-^ 
ration of the indents furnished from Battalions. However 
I have no intention of entering into this subject at pre- 
sent ; I have .merely taken this opportunity of alluding 
to it, in the hope, tliat under existing circumstances it 
may direct attention to this point, when I have no doubt, 
the defect complained of, will at once be remedied. 

(Signed) AN ADJUTANT, 
Ikngal Native Infantry* 
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REFERENCES Tl) PLATE XVII. 


A. Tope taken possmion of, wed trencAes made on the night 

of the Ath of January, 1805. 

B. First Breach stormed on the Evening of the 9th. 

C. Mortar Battery of four i-inck and four 5ji-inch. 

D. Battery of nx li-pounders opened or the morning qf the 

7th. 

E. Enemy's Trench and puns. 

F. Second Battery of four 1 8-pounders and iu o ii-poundm. 

G. Second Breach stormed on the 2 let. 

H. Battery for two \2-pomiders, (not used). 

I. Two 6-pounders. 

K. Three li-pounders. 

L Tioo 12-poi{Bder« on a Sand Hdl. * 

M. FartdSel, ^e. 

N. Third Brauiking Battery of six l8-pounders. 

O. Mortar Batteries, one 10, three 8, and ^finur 5l-i«ch. 

F. Advanced Trench. 

Q. Battery of two \i-pounders. 

R. Third Breaeh. 

S. Bastion attempted on the iOth and 21st of February. 

T. Enemy's Battery and Trends. 

IT. Ydb^e post stormed by Captain Grant, and II guns 
tahen. 

V. Battery qf two 12-poimders and two 'ol-tnch ffowitzers. 

W. Large dry Tank, serving as a dep6t. 

t 

No. 1. 2. 3. 4. 5, r^er to the Bastions mentioned in the 
Joumak 
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BRITISH INDIAN 

No. VI. JULY, 1824. Vol. HI. 
ARTICLE 1. 

MILITARY LAW EXTRACTS. 

( Absemx of Witma^.) 

ON account of the absence of material witnesses the 
court may be moved to postpone a trial; but in the 
affidavit of the necessity, (of the propriety of which 
affidavit also the court is to judge,) it is to be shewn that 
the parties ate material witne^es— that the party apply- 
ing has not n^lected to endeavour to procure dieir 
attendance — that there is reasonable expectation of his 
being able to procure their attendance at the time to 
which he prays delay, — ^it may be the affidavit of a 
Medical person, that the witness is umbh to attend in 
court, and the same with regard to the Prosecutor or 
Prisoner. M.L.E. p. 111. 

The postponing a trial (says Forster) is not a 
matter of right, other when the application is made on 
the part of the Prisoner, or on the part of the Crown ; 
for in eitiier case the court in its- discretion, even though 
an affidavit be madei, may idose to fgcKi. the motion. 
McA. T. 2, p. 30. 

Voi>. HI. B- 
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But before the court will consent to put off the trial 
on account of the absence of a iiititerial witness, it must 
be satisfied that injustice would be done by refusing the 
application, and that the party applying has not con- 
ducted liiiiiself unfairly, nor been tlie cause of any im- 
proper delay. P. E. p. 6. 

Accomplices wilumes. 

I L has been before mentioned, that unless conviction 
and judgment arc proved, a witness is not incompetent 
from infamy of character, though he may confess himself 
guilty of an infamous crime. Nor is it a sufficient ob- 
jection to his conipeieiicc, tliat he has been an accom- 
plice in guilt with the Prisoner at the bar. The evidence 
of accoinplices has at all times been admitted from a 
principle of pu))]ic policy, as it is scarcely possible to 
detect conspiracies and many of the worst crimes with- 
out their information. But such testimony ought to be 
received by • *jury with considerable caution and distrust: 
for on their ow'n coniession they stand contaminated 
with and in the hope of lessening their own infamy, 
will often be tempted to throw as much guilt as possible 
upon the Prisoner ; they may also in some cases be en- 
titled to rewards on the Prisoner’s conviction, and in all 
cases expect to earn a pardon, and as fear is usually their 
motive, the same feeling may tempt Ijiein to exaggerate 
their evidence, for the purpose of destroying their former 
associate, and securingkthemselves against his vengeance. 
P.E.p.21. 

The general rule is* that a person who confesses him- 
self guilty of a crime is a competent witness against his 
partners ii^^uilt. Thus if two or more persons are ac- 
complices, one who is not indicted may be witness 
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against the others, thoi^h he may have a proinioe of 
pardon or re^rard on condition of giving evidence against 
the Prisoner, so he may after conviction, if judgment 
has not passed upon him : for it is not the conviction, 
but the judgment that creates the disability. So where 
several persons arc indicted separately on the trial of 
.one, the others who have not been convicted, may be 
witnesses in his behalf. P.E. p. 

Since accomplices are coinpeUmt witnesses, it neces- 
sarily follows, that if their evideiiue is believed by a jury, 
a Prisoner may be legally convicted on it, though it be 
unsu|>|>orted by other proof. The practice however is 
to advise the jury to regard tlie evidence of an accom- 
plice, only so far as he may be contirnoed in some part 
his testimony, by uninipefichable testimony. P.E. 
p. 24. 


ApjjwaL ^ 

It is competent moreover for either of the parties in 
the appeal to adduce addltioual evidence, either by the 
examiuarioii of new witnesses, or the produetion of writ- 
ings. M.L.E. p. {)]. 

The above opinion roiifirmed. Tytler, p. 1338, Uhap- 

VIU. 


Jbrm in appeal cases. 

The appellant sustains in conjunction witli the Judge 
Advocate, the part of Prosecutor, and the party in whose 
favour tlie inferior court has given its judgment, is De- 
fendant in tlie cause. 

The evidences are sworn; they must answer all perti- 
nent interrogatories, either in t^P way oi primary or 
cross escamination. 

B 2 
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It is competent moreover for either of the parties in 
the appeal to adduce additional evidence. Tytler^ p. 338, 
Chap. VIII. 

The only limitation of this right of appeal, arises from 
the constitution of all General Courts Martial. 

Right of Appeal. 

They are not subsisting Courts of Judicature, open at 
all times, and to all |)artics; but being assembled at the 
discretion of the chk:f Military authority, that power 
must judge of the propriety of appeal, except in one 
instance of an inferior officer, non-commandiog ofCccr, 
x>r soldier, who conceives himself to be wronged by his 
Captain, or otlier officer commanding the troops or com- 
pany to which he belongs. 2nd Article, 13th section, 
gives a right to demand a Regimental Court Martial, 
and thinking himself still aggrieved, an appeal to a Ge- 
neral Court Martial is punishable, if npon a second 
hearing they find the appeal vexatious and groundless, 
lytler, p. 332 and 4, Chip. VIII. . 

The form observed in appeal cases, as stated above, 
renders the trial a sort of civil suit, and seems inconve- 
nient, from the words of the oath administered to the 
court, " to try between the King and Prisoner:’* (here 
there is none) the bath to the witnesses is therefore ren- 
dered null. 



After the Prison^ had been arraigned, he may either 
Ist, stand mute, that is, refuse to answer, or he may 
answer foreign to the purpose. 

2nd]y, He may confess the fact of which he stands 
accused. 





Military Law ExtracU, 


5 


3rdly> He may admit the act charged^ bnt plead in 
justification ^or mitigation, or he may plead not guilty 
to tlie charge. 

1st, Should the Prisoner stand mute from perverse- 
ness and deliberate design, or answer iiiipeTtincntly, or 
foreign to the purpose, the court will in the iirst in- 
4%tance endeavour to overcome his obstinacy, by wisely 
admonishing him of the dreadful consequences which 
await him. If these admonitions fail t«> have tlie desired 
effect, the court must necessarily proceed to pass sen- 
tence or give judgment, in the same manner as if he had 
been regularly found guilty on the most positive evi- 
dence^ 

2ndly, Should the Prisoner on being arraigned, plain- 
ly and explicitly confess the crime with which he is 
charged, nothing remains for the court, but to proceed 
to the painful duty of pronouncing judgment. In such 
case humanity will plead strongly in behalf of the Pnson- 
er for a mitigation of the sentence. Me A. vol. 2, p. 25. 

Upon a simple and plain confession, the court has 
nothing to do but to award judgment ; but it is usually 
Vt:ry backward in receiving, and recording such confes- 
sion, out of tenderness to the life of tlie subject ; and 
will generally advise the Prisoner to retract it, and plead 
to the indictment. B. C. vol. 4lb, p. 329. 

Arrest. 

On putting the commanding officer under arrest, the 
Prince Regent has been further pleased to command it 
to be signified, that though tlie observations of the 
court upon the nature of Lieutenant Colonel H.'s arrest 
are no doubt founded upon the l^est motives, yet it is 
impossible to let them go forth to the army without 
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explaining that the court are in error when they suppose 
that circumstances may. not occur, even upon a parade, 
to justify a junior officer in taking upon himself the 
strong responsibility of placing his commander in arrest. 
Such a measure must alone rest upon the responsibility 
of the ofTif.er ^vho adopts it, and there are cases wherein 
Uie discipline and welfare of the service recpiirc that it 
slioul:': assumed. In the present iiislancc, the sen- 

tence c f llio court appears to aftbrd a full justification 
of Captain Hlli^oad’s jconducf, in the placing of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel H. ill arrest, tliough it would have been 
luoie regular if tliat officer Lad continued to rest upon 
his own responsibility, without calling a meeting of lus 
brcithf r officers to support it by ibcir opinion. II.C.B. 

r, ■) 

1 ■ — •» 

A Gciior.ll Court Martial setting, has power to put 

any officer interniptiiig their proceedings, or treating 
them with contempt, under arrest, even though the offi- 
cer so ollendiiig Ic senior to tlie President. Sam. p. 633. 

No officer cun refuse to be released from arrest; his 
remedy for unjust arrest is afterwards open to him, if 
preierred in a proper manner, for which provision is 
made by a special article of war. Sam. p. 640. 

Articlea of fVar. 

** Since the year 1815 The Honourable East India 
Company’s European oilicerb have been tried by (he 
annual articles of war, in consequence of the opinion 
of his Majesty’s Law officers, that they arc, in virtue of 
having King’s commissions, signed by the Commander 
in Chief in India, amenable to them.” H.C.B. p. 12. 

At presenC(May 1822) the article of 27th George 
Ilnd has been reverted to, by order of the Commander 
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in Chief. The Judge Advocate Genera] has been sent 
to England, gind no doubt this will be noticed — “ Miscra 
est servetus ubi jus est vaguin aut incogiiitum.'’ 

Chalteugc of Memhers. 

But upon the principle that members of a Court Mar- 
tial arc both judges of the law, and of tlie fact; and as 
such are to be considered in the double aud compound 
capacity of judges and jurors, and as amenable to tlic 
laws of their conntry for any ilagraiit partiality or ille- 
gality ill their proceedings, they ought to be extremely 
delicate aud cautioxis of rejecting any cluillcnges or 
objections made by a Prisoner previous to the court’s 
being sworn, without first aduiittingliim to shew cause; 
because ujioii a consideration of the reasons assigned 
in the chullengc, if they bo not siiflicicntly valid, a ma- 
jority ill opinion may always over-rule the challenge, and 
afterwards proceed on the trial. AUhongh it be the <laily 
practice in our criiniiial courts to allow a Prrsoner a right 
of peremptory challenge, tliat is, objecting to jurymen 
to a certain number, without assigning cause, yet the 
constitution of Naval or Military Courts Martial cannot 
admit of the exercise of similar privileges. If a Pri- 
soner to be tried at a Naval or Military Court Martial, 
cliallcnge any member of the court, he should imuif.di- 
ately assign cause for such a challenge ; the court will 
judge of the validity, and in their discretion admit or 
reject it. McA. vol. 1st, p. 268. • 

■ 

Lieutenant Colonel Belts trial, 

LA. Do you object to any of the members of the 
Court? — 

I object to Lieutenant Colonel Adams for the fol- 
lowing reasons : In the first place, that officer is sum- 
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nioncd as a material witness on the part of the prosecu'* 
tion ; it is not contended that where a question of fact 
incidentally arises on a trial which lies within the know- 
ledge of one of the members of the court, that the mere 
circumstance of his being a member disqualifies him 
from being a witness. But this rule cannot be extended 
to principal or leading evidences without infinite inconve- 
nience. llendering all homage to the impartiality and 
honour of Lieutenant Colonel Adams, yet being a wit- 
ness of whose testimony the credibility is to be deter- 
mined by the greater or less degree of corrobomtion it 
receives from other witnesses, on the part of the prose- 
cution there must, froin the infirmity of the human mind, 
be a slight bias on his feelings, that may incline him to 
believe the evidence which supports his own, ratlier then 
that which contradicts it. 

In the second place, the Prisoner proposes his objec- 
tions to Lieutenant Colonel Adams, on the grounds of 
his having been actively employed in the unhappy affair 
of the 1 1th of August, and this objection he proposes 
rather as an appeal to the delicacy of that officer, than as 
any doubt of his honour and rectitude. If Lieutenant 
Colonel Adams does not admit the force of it, the Pri- 
soner consents to withdraw it. 

The court cleared. 

The couit opened again. 

The court having considered the above objection, 
having admitted tlie^ validity of it, and Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Adams is directed to withdraw. H.C.B. p. 7 18. 

Character. 

It has been heretofore held in criminal courts, that a 
Prisoner cannot examine to character, except infavorem 
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vita Tvhen charged on a capital indictment; but the rule 
is now wisely extended to all misdemeanors. Me A. 
vol. 2nd, p. 90. 

Ill giving general character in favour of a Prisoner on 
trial, the witness may assign in evidence the reasons 
on wliich he gives that character. Me A. vol. 2, p. 90. 

Lord Kenyon says, aflectionate and warm evidence of 
character, when collected together, should make a strong 
impression in favour of a Prisoner, and when those who 
give such character in evidence are entitled to credit, 
tlifir testimony should have great weight with the jury.” 
McA. vol.2, p.92. 

In charges that attach to an officer’s character, if they 
have been known to the corps, and the officers have 
nevertheless associated with tlie Prisoner, or without 
rcinonsf ranee mixed in duty with him, " I conceive,” 
(says Sir Cliarles Gould, page 9) this circumstance will, 
and ought to diniiiiish the weight of the accusation.” 
M.lw.h'. p. l(i.*i. * 

In trials for felony the Prisoner is always permitted 
to cvall witnesses to his general character, and wdieii the 
evidence against him is doubtful, such testimony may 
be sutlicieiit to warrant an acquittal ; the same rule seema 
to apply with equal force to trials for misdemeanors, 
where tlic direct object of the prosecution is to punish 
the oifcuce. PtE. p. 72. 

Charges. 

The particular facts chargcd| and in what manner 
committed, with the time and place, are directed to be 
clearly specified in all complaints for bringing offenders 
to trial by Courts Martial, upon similar principles as is 
directed by courts of Law in all indictments. McA. 
vol. 2nd, p. 5. 
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But as the crime charged may have been committed, 
and yet there may be a mistake or doubt as tc the pre- 
cise day, the consequence of such a mistake may be 
guarded against by adding, " or on the day or days im- 
mediately preceding, or on the day or days immediately 
following/' The greatest possible caution however is to 
be adopted in using this ladtude. McA. vol. 2nd, p. 6. 

It is also necessary, that in all accusations the name, 
Bumamc, rank or station, and the regiment to wliicli the 
offender may belong, should be clearly specified. Shoidd 
a misnomer, through hurry or inadvertency have tnkcii 
place, and that it is discovered on assembling the Court 
Martial for his trial, by its discordance with the muster 
books or otherwise ; it is usual to keep the Prisoner 
under arrest, and after the charges have been preferred 
anew, with his name correctly specified, a Court Martial 
may afterwards assemble tor his trial on the specific 
charges originally brought against him. Me A. voL 
2nd, p. 8. 


Misdate. 

In this place it may be proper to remark, that if a 
Prisoner be tried for a crime said to have been commit- 
ted on any particular day of the month, and that in the 
course of trial it is proyed to have happened on a day 
different to what the iudictment or accusation set forth, 
it is incumbent on the Court Martial to acquit him; and 
he is not liable to be tried a second time for the same 
offence. McA. vol. 2, p. 160. 
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To be exhausted. 

A Court Martial must exiiaust the whole charges that 
come before tliein, either by separate opinion, or judg- 
ment upon eac!i separate article, or where the st:veial 
charges are connected and fonn altogether one offence, 
by a sentence referring to the whole. Tytler, p. 144. 

Irrelevant. 

The necessity of examining and discussing the whole 
articles of charge which are bremght before a Court 
]\larti‘.i1, docs not preclude their* exercise of jiidguiont 
on the reh'vaiicy or irrelevancy of those charges, or on 
tlieir coinpeloncy to become the subject of trial. 

It frequently happens when charges are brought by a 
private prosecutor, involving the consideration of vari- 
ous articles of alleged misconduct or malversation, 
that llio ]»TOseciJtor, either from over anxiety or error in 
jiidguieut, specifies certain matters as articles of charge, 
which a Court Martial may judge to be of a nature en- 
tirely hlaniclnss, and that although proved or acknow- 
Itjdged by the Prisoner, ihey^nfer no criminality. In 
fiucli a case it is the duty of the court to dismiss those 
particular articles of the charge altogether, and throw 
tlicm out of their consideration as irrelevant. Tytler, 
p. 147. 

• How Laid. 

In whatever terms the accusation in the charges may 
be conceived, it is necessary 1st* that the crime or of- 
fence be clearly specified and expressed, and the act or 
acts of guilt pointedly charged against the Prisoner; 
2ndly, that the time and place, when and where the crime 
Was committed, be set forth with all possible certainty 
and precision. 
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As all crimes admit of certain degrees and iiiodifica'* 
tions of guilti it is essentially necessary, to the ends of 
justice, that any Prisoner who is to undergo trial for a 
crime, should be apprized of the extent, and degree of 
guilt with which he stands charged ; and of the parti- 
cular facts of which the prosecutor means to bring evi- 
dence against him, in order that he may have a fair 
opportunity of invalidating the proof of those facts by 
contrary evidence. 

Thus, if the crime is mutiny, it is not sufficient that 
the charges bear, that A. B. is guilty of mutiny ; the 
particular acts of mutinous conduct in the Prisoner 
must be clearly and distinctly enumerated : as, entering 
forcibly with arms into a guard house, and roicasing a 
Prisoner — using ccrbiiu traitorous words against his Ma- 
jesty &c. There must (says Judge Hawkins) be u certain- 
ty of the offence committed, and nothing material shall 
be taken by intendment or implication, but the special 
manner of the whole fact ought to be set fortli with cer- 
tainty. Tytl€r,p. 211. 

The immediate cause of disapproval of the above sen- 
tence, is its illegality, arising in the first place from the 
oversight of the person who drew out the iirst and 
second charges, and who by the omission of the phrase, 
** Knowing them to be stolen,” after the speciiicatioii of 
the articles sold, took from the act its criminality, civil 
or military. 

Charges were for offering stolen articles for sale. H. 
C.B. p. 619. 


Including several persons. 

A person involved in the same criminal charge with 
others, but not affected by the evidence for the prosecu- 
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tion, may be inimcdiatcly acquitted, and admitted as an 
evidence in favour of the others. . An unsettled difficulty 
however occurs in rcoard to the acquinal^ which must 
first take place to rid the unconnected person of his 
connection with the other Prisoners* Me A. vol. 2nd, 
p. J2o. 

. In Courts Martial, Uiis (acquittal) would seem to re- 
quire a com|jletion of the proceedinrjs as regards the 
individual, atid waiting their confirniation by the proper 
authority, previous to coiilinuiiig ^he trial of the remain- 
ing parties. M.L.E. p. 1 18. 

The practice of including several Prisoners in one 
charge, (not often done,) seems highly objectionable; as 
it deprives each Prisoner of the testimony of all the 
r tilers; and il Is monstrous to suppose that men would 
peijure themselves to avoid perhaps a slight punish- 
meut. The inconveniences above cpioicd are also avoid- 
ed by separate charges* 

Conjhmn* 

^^ince an admission is evidence agoiilst a party in 
suits, with much stronger reasons is the voluntary 
confc.«';ion of a Prisoner evidence against him on a cri- 
minal prosecution: for it is not to be conceived that a 
man would be induced to make a free confession of 
guilt, so contrar/ to the feelings and principles of hu- 
man nature, if the facts confessed were not true. The 
general rule on this subject was Very fully considered in 
a judgment delivered by Mr. I. Gqise, on a case reserved 
for the opinion of the Twelve Judges; and it seems to 
be now clearly established, that a free and voluntary 
confession, by a Prisoner accused of an offence, whe- 
ther made before his apprehension or after, whether on a 
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judicial examination or after commitmenti whether re* 
duced into writing or not ; in short, that any voluntary 
confession made by a Prisoner to any person, and at 
any time or place, is st>'ong evidence against him, and 
if satisfactorily proved, is sufficient to convict without 
any con’(7borating circumstances. But the confession 
inuFt he v«duntary, not obtained by improper influence, 
nor drawn from the Prisoner by means of a threat or 
ju'omise : for however slight the promise or threat may 
have been, a confessipn so obtained cannot be received 
in evidence, on account of the uncertainty and doubt 
wbelhei it was not made rather from a motive of fear, or 
of interest, than from a sense of guilt. 

In Liimly's case, before meiitioiieil, the question for 
the opinion of the Judges wm, whether a written exr- 
niiiiation, taken by a committing nuigistrale, and con- 
taining a confession wiiich the Prisoner on bearing read 
over to hini. admitted to be true, but refused to sign, 
ought to have been received in evidence, as it was not 
signed either by the magistrate or by the Prisoner; and 
a majority of the Judges held that such a confession 
would have been evidence at common law, and tliat it is 
not rendered inadmissible by any provision in the sta- 
tutes of Philip and Mary, respecting examinations and 
informations before Justices of the peace. If a Prisoner’s 
confessioni even when not reduced iiito Avriting, be evi- 
dence against him, a fortiori, it must be admissible when 
taken down in writmg ; for the fact confessed, being 
thus rendered less doubtful, is of course entitled to the 
greater credit, and it would be absurd to say that an 
instrument is invalidated, by a circumstance which 
gives it additional stren^h and authenticity. 
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hifonmtion not on Oath. 

The informations a^inst the Prisoner are to be taken 
on oath ; the examination of the Prisoner ought to be 
without oath, and whenever a confession is given in evi- 
dence, the whole of what has been confessed, must be 
taken togethei : but if only the material parts of the 
.confession be taken down in writing, and they are after- 
wards read over in the presence of the Prisoner, and 
admitted by him to be true, that admission will make 
them evidence. Tlie confession evidence only against 
the person confessing, not against otheis, although 
they are [iroved to be his accomplices. 

Confessions improperhf ohlaincd,. 

V It has been determined by all the Judges, that al- 
though confessions improperly obtained, are not admis- 
sible, yet that any facts which have been brought to 
liglil in consequence of such confessiQiiSy^may be pro- 
perly received in evidence. Tims, where a Prisoner was 
charged as accessary after thoLfoct, with having received 
property knowing it to have been stolen, proof was 
admitted of the property being fouml concealed in the 
Prisoner’s lodgings, although the knowledge of that fact 
had been gained from an inadmissible confession. 

Facts^trisuig out of CortfemoUm 

On a prosecution for receiving stolen goods, evidence 
has been admitted, that the Prisonqjr described the place 
where the goods were concealed^^and that afterwards 
they had been found there ; but that part of the confes* 
sion in which he acknowledged that he himself had 
concealed them, must be rejected, as it was improperly 
drawn from him. There is good reason for this distino 
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lion, for what the* Prisoner has said respecting the con- 
cealment of the property, is ascertained to be true (by 
the fact of discovery) but the other part of the confes- 
sion, in which he charges himself with having concealed 
it, may have been made untruoly, and entirely under the 
influence of the threat or promise. P.E. p. 49 to 52. 

CounseL 

It is likewise the practice of Courts Martial to in- 
dulge the Prisoner with counsel, or at least amicoe curiae, 
(or friends of the court), who may stand or sit near him, 
and instruct him what questions to ask the witnesses, 
with respect to matters of fact. McA . vol. 2Tid, p. 42. 

By law, Prisoners are not allowed counsel in capital 
cases. The judges themselves sire so sensible of this 
defect, that they never scruple to allow a Prisoner coun> 
sel to instruct him what questions to ask, or even to ask 
questions for him with respect to matters of fact: for as 
to matters of law, arising on the trial, they are entitled 
to the assistance of counsel. 

v»- 

Persons liable to Courts Martial. 

Spies and aliens, committing what would be treason 
in a subject, are from custom liable to trial by a Court 
Martial, l^tler, p. 123. 

Regimental and Garrison Courts Martial, being com- 
petent only to the trial of the lesser offences, or crimes 
which do not infer a capital punishment. Tytler, p. 179. 

Of swearif^ in tie Court. 

When the several Prisoners to be tried are named on 
the warrant under which the Court Martial is held, and 
the matter objected to^'^each Prisoner respectively is also 
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iipeclAed. 1 conceive the president and members may 
be sworn oncje for alb to try and determine the several 
matters before them, and the general practice counte- 
nances this ; but when the warrant is general, not point- 
ing out the prisoners or the charges, I hold it to be 
necessary that the court should be sworn afresh for 
«ach trial. Remarks on Tytlcr, by Sir C.M. 

Aitthorilif required for PunishmcHt beyond^ 300 Lashes* 

tic punishment awarded by jk regimental or other 
inferior Court Martial, which shall exceed 300 lashes, is 
ever to be. carried into execution, until approved by the 
General or other oflicer commanding the division. H. 
C.B.p. 393. 

Forms of procedure at General Courts MaitiaL 

The members being seated to the right and left of tlie 
the president, according to seniorit}^ and the Judge Ad- 
vocate facing him at the opposite side of the table, the 
preside nt is to cause the partyw^cused to be brought into 
court, and the Avitnesses, as well in support of the pro- 
secution, as ill the Prisoner’s defence, and every other 
person who may choose, being admitted; tlie Judge 
Advocate, standing up, reads audibly the order for aa- 
senibling the court, and likewise the order or warrant 
for his own appointment, and also the president's war- 
rant; he then calls over the names of the president and 
members who have arranged themselves alternately on 
the right and left of the president, and administers to 
the president and members the oath prescribed by Act 
of Parliament, (having previously asked the Prisoner 
whether he objects to any members). The president 
then administers the customary oath of secrecy to the 
VoL. ni. c 
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Judge Advocate. The court being now constituted, (he 
Judge Advocate reads Uie charges against the Prisoner* 
The president of (he court should then ask the Prisoner 
whether he is guilty of the accusation. The Prisoner 
having pleaded, all the witnesses present in court are or- 
dered to withdraw. McA. vol. 2nd, p. 28. 

Credit of Witnesses, 

Tlie credit of a witness can only be impeached by 
general accounts of tps character and reputation ; not 
by proofs of particular crimes of which he never was 
convicted : and therefore it has been repeatedly ruled, that 
when a witness is impeached iii character by the testi- 
mony of other witnesses called for that purpose, the 
first question must go to shew whether the party iir* 
peaching be acqumnted with the general character of the 
other witnesses, and if he answers in the affirmative, 
he may then be asked whether such witness be a person 
deserving credit in a court of Justice, upon his oath. 
It is also a general rule, tiiat o ps^rty Bhall never be per- 
mitted to brmg general evidence to discredit his own 
witness. 

But if a witness proves facts in a cause which make 
against the party who calls him, the party may adduce 
other witnesses to disprove his testimony in those par- 
ticulars. McA. vol. 2nd, p. 92* 

The only method of supporting an objection to such 
witnesses as are iufa^us, is to prove it immediately in 
court, by the record pf conviction or otherwise: for no 
question can be put to a witness to criminate himself, 
or that may in any way tend to prove his own infiuny. 
McA- vol* 2ud, p. 107. 



19 


MtUtary law ExtraeH, 

Credit of Wibiesses how impeached. 

There are|Several ways of ioipeaching the credit of 
witnesses: — 

1st, The party against whom the witness is calledf 
may examine other witnesses as to his own general cha* 
racter, but they will not be allowed to speak to particu* 
lar facts or pails of his conduct: for though every man 
is supposed to be capable of supporting the one, it is 
not likely he should be prepared to answer the other 
without notice, and even if he should happen to be pre- 
pared to defend hini>elf, such evidence would generally 
afford a very slight and imperfect teat of his credibility. 
The general mode is, to inquire whether they haire the 

means of knowing the former witnesses* general cha- 
lector, and whether from such knowledge they believe 
him on his oath. In answer to such evidence against 
character, the other party may cross examine the wit- 
nesses as to their means of knowledge, err may attach 
their general character, and by fresh evidence support 
the character of their own wihfcsses. 

2nd]y, Witnesses may be called to impeach his credit 
respecting any matter relative to the issue; or lastly, it 
may be proved tliat he has made statements out of court 
on the same subject, contrary to what he swears at the 
trial. J.E. p. 106. 

A party cannot impeach their awn Witnesses, 

A party will not be permitted to produce general evi- 
dence to discredit his own witness* “ This,” says Mr. J- 
Biiller, “ would enable him to destroy his own witness, if 
he spoke against him, and to make him a good witness 
if he spoke for him, with the means in his hand of 
destroying his credit if he spoke against him. The mean- 
c 2 
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ing of this rule is, that a party cannot prove his own 
vritness to be of such a general bad character as would 
make him unworthy of credit. If he kneW the infamy 
of his character, he was practising a fraud upon the 
court in producing him as a witness ; but if a witness 
unexpectedly gives evidence against the party that called 
him, another witness may be brought to contradict hiiu, 
or to prove the facts otherwise. P.E. p. 110. 

Deserters 7iot re-enrolled. 

O.O.C.C. 6th, October, 1817. 

The practice which has hitherto prevailed in the army, 
of enrolling and drawing arrears of pay for deserters 
who have been apprehended, previously to biinging them 
before a Court Martial for the trial of their ofFeucc* 
appearing to be founded on erroneous piinciples, it is 
hereby declared that a soldier deserting) or absenting 
himself froin^his corps without leave, is liable on con- 
viction to all the penalties of his crime, without any 
necessity for the formality of re.-crirollment ; it being 
obvious that no military retainer can by liis own act 
alone, or without the previous consent or permission 
of the authorities constituted over him by the state, 
cancel the obligation lie voluntarily cmbiaced, on bis 
oath, on his first entering the service, and consequently 
as a deserter be is still amenable to thb Martial Law. 

It is moreover declared that the act of desertion can- 
cels every claim that soldier may have on the service, 
at the moment of quitting his corps, and that no arrears 
of pay, clothing, or any other allowance whatever can 
be drawn on his account When any soldier who may 
have been struck off, as deserted, shall return to his 
corps, or be apprehended and sent to it, the dreum* 
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ftfnnce shall be duly reported to the officer commanding^ 
the division, in which the corps is serving, who will use 
his discretion in either commanding him to be re-ad-* 
niitted on the strength of the corps, or in bringing him 
to tiial beforo a Regimental or General Court Martial, 
as he may deem the case deserving, reporting his 
.proceedings to the Adjutant General of the army, for 
the approval of the Commander in Chief. 

Suhmtcfice* 

m 

Subsistence will be furiiisbed to deserters from the 
date of their being appreliended by the commissariat, 
on an order to that effect from the commanding officer 
of the station, at the following rates: 

To European deserters a full ration of meat and bread, 
but no rum in caiitomeiitSj and no equivalent in money 
when marching. 

To native deserters, two annas per diem,. 

The admission on the strength of corps, of soldiers 
who had deserted, or who been struck off from 
whatever cause, must invariably receive the sanction of 
the Commander in Chief, before tifb act can be deemed 
valid, or can entitle the parlies to be drawn for in ab- 
stract of tlieii corps; on all such occasions the pay and 
audit department should have authentic notice of the 
re-admission so confirmed, tacked to the first abstract 
in which the men are drawn for. H.C.B. p. 121. 

Deserters acquitted. 

The fact appears substantiated by the evidence of 
the Town Major, that Anneslcy was enlisted specifically 
for the Artillery, and that be was, without his own con- 
sent, turned over to the Infantry. As the Prisoner can- 
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not becoDsiderod as violating an engagement to which 
he never assentedi I therefore direct him to be freed from 
the charge^ and to be sent to the corps of ArtiUery. 
H.C.B. p.71. 

(Signed) HASTINGS. 

Refusing to do duty with an officer not in Society. 

Extract of a letter from Lord Cornwallis. 

You will therefore be pleased to give the most ex- 
plicit caution upon the subject to the officers serving 
under the presidency of Fort St. George, by calling to 
their recollection, that although Military officers are, in 
common with other gentlemen, at liberty to make choice 
of their companions for private society, and may prefer 
charges if they think proper against an officer for im- 
proper conduct, yet that they cannot refuse to do public 
duty with an officer, who is not under some legal and 
known disqualification to exercise the rights and privi- 
leges of his rank, without exposing themselves to the 
penalties which must follow so evident and direct a 
breach of the articles of war. H.C.B. p. 212. 

General Rules or Evidence. 

If no objection is made to the competency of a wit- 
ness, and he is allowed to give evidence, the next 
question is, what evidence ought to be given, and in 
what manner a witness is to be examined ? It will there- 
fore be now necessary to inquire into certain general 
rules which have been established for the purpose of 
directing the testimony of witnesses. Those which 
appear to be of the most extensive application are the 
foUowing, viz. 
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lst| Evidence must be confined to the points in 
issue. 

2nd, The dfilrmation of the is^ue to be proved. 

3rd, The substance of the issue need be proved. 

4th, The best evidence is to be given which the nature 
of the case admits. 

5tb, Hearsay evidence is not admissible. 

In an action for a libel, imputing a crime to the plain- 
tiff, ill consequence of which he complained of having 
lust the society of his acquaintance, the defendant, on 
tho general issue, was allowed to*^hew in mitigation of 
damages, that before and at the time of the publication 
of the supposed libel, the plaintiff was generally sus- 
pected of the crime imputed to liim, and that on account 
of this suspicion his acquaintance had ceased to asso- 
ciate with him. B.C. p. ()9« 

And ill an action for a malicious prosecution, the de« 

fendant after proving circumstauces of suspicion against 
the plaintiff, may give evidence of his general bad cha- 
racter, in order to shew tha^ he had probable cause for 
instituting the prosecution. PlE. p. 72. 

2ndly, The ufiirmution of the issue to be proved, 
where one party charges another with a culpable amis- 
sion or breach of duty, the general rule above laid down * 
does not apply. 

In such a case, the person who makes the charge is 
bound to prove it, though it may involve a negative, for 
it is one of the first principles of justice not to presume 
that a person has acted illegally, till the contrary is 
proved. P.E. p. 73. 

4th, The best evidence must be given of which the 
nature of the thing is capable. The true meaning of 
this is, not that courts of lawsrequire the strongest pos- 
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fiible aSBurance of the matter in question, but that no 
evidence shall be given which from the nature of the 
thing, supposes still greater evidence behind, in tlie 
party’s possession or power; for such evidence is altoge- 
ther insulEcient, and proves nothing ; but carries with 
it a presumption contrary to the intention for which it 
is produced. 

Thus if a man offer a copy of a deed or will, where 
he is able to produce the original, this raises a presump- 
tion that there is something in the deed or will, which, 
if produced, would make against the party, and there- 
fore the copy in such case is not evidence. 

But if he prove the original deed or will to be in the 
hands of the adverse party, or destroyed without liis 
default, a copy will be admitted ; because then such copy 
is the best evidence. P.E. p. 75. 

It has been already observedi that although the best 
evidence is to be given which the nature of tlie case 
admits, yet the strongest possible assurance is not re- 
quired. If a deed, for example, is attested by several 
subscribing witnesses, the o' eciftion may be proved by 
one of them ; or if none of these witnesses can be pro- 
duced, proof of the signature of one witness will be 
•suffident for the proof, being, as far as it goes, complete 
and not inferior in its kind to any that can be produced ; 
nor can it be inferred merely from the ^absence of fur- 
ther proof of the same kind, that such additional proof 
would be inconsistent with that already produced. 
P.E. p. 76. 

Upon the same principle it will not be necessary to 
call the supposed writer of an instrument, for the pur- 
pose of proving or disproving his hand-writing, but the 
evidence of persons well acquainted with the character 
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of his writing will be sufficient. Such evidence is not 
in its nature inferior or secondary, and though it may 
generally he *true that a writer is best acquainted with 
his hand-writing, yet his knowledge is acquired precisely 
by the same means as the knowledge of other persons 
who have been in the habit of '^leeing him write, and 
differs not so much in kind as in degree. 

The testimony of such persons therefore, is not of au 
inferior or secondary species, nor does it give any rea- 
son to suspect, as in the case where primary evidence is 
withheld, that the fact to whicli they speak is not 
true. P.E. p- 77. 

The rule which requires the best evidence to be pro- 
duced is dispensed with in some particular cases. 

When it is necessary to prove an entry in a public 
book, the original need not be shewn; but for the conve- 
nience of the public, a sworn copy will be admitted. 

5th, Hearsay is not evidence. The general rule is, 
that hearsay is not admissible evidence ; in other words, 
that witnesses cannot be examined as to what they have 
heard others say, for two reasons ; first, because the ori- 
ginal asserter of the fact ought to be produced, that 
the opposite party may have an opportunity of cross 
examination ; but principally, because evidence is to be 
given under the sanction of an oath legally administered, 
and in a judicial p>X)ceeding between the parties affected 
by it, or between those who stand in priority of estate 
or interest with them, and although a witness may swear 
he heard the first statement made, it is still nothing 
more than a bare assertion without oath, and therefore 
not entitled to credit in a court of Justice. 

The principle is applicable to statements in writing, 
no less than to words spoken — vtheiber spoken or writ- 
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ten they are equally inadmissible in evidence. The only 
difference between them is, that there is a greater facili- 
ty of proof in the one case, than in the othef. A written 
account is proved to be genuine, by proof of the hand 
writing, but the genuineness of mere oral declarations 
must depend upon the memory and accuracy of the wit- 
ness who professes to repeat them. P.E. p, 80. 

A tfcposition not admimble* 

For a deposition, (continues Mr. J. Lawrence), is the 
answer of a witness to such interrogatories as a litiga- 
ting party suggests, for the purpose of establishing cer- 
tain facts, and is considered to be a partial representa- 
tion, as against all persons wlio have no opportunity of 
drawing out the whole truth by cross-examination ; on 
tliis account it ought not to be received as evidence 
against a stranger. P.E. p. 85. 

Declarations, 

The dying declarations^of a person who has received 
a mortal injury, are constantly admitted in criminal pro- 
secutions, and are net liable to the common objection 
A against hearsay evidence. The principle of tliis excep- 
tion to the general rule, is founded partly on the awful 
situation of the dying person, which is to be considered 
as powerful over liis conscience as the obligation of an 
oath ; and partly on a supposed absence of interest on 
the verge of the next world, which dispenses with the 
necessity of cross-examination. But before such decla- 
rations can be admitted in evidence against a Prisoner, 
it must be satisfactorily proved, that the diseased at the 
time of making them was conscious of his danger, and 
had given up all hope of recovery. And this conscious- 
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ness of approaching death may be collected^ either from 
the circumstances of the casCi from the nature of the 
wound and state of the body, or from the expressions 
used by the diseased) and it is to be determined from a 
consideration of adl the circumstances of the case, not 
from any opinion of the medical person who attended. 

On the same principle the dying declarations of an 
accomplice may be admitted. The declarations of a 
criminal at the time of his execution, cannot be received 
on the trial of an accomplice, for after attainder he could 
not be a witness upon oath. 

As the declarations of a dying man are admitted, it 
seems to foUow that the party against whom they are 
produced in evidence, may enter into particulars of his 
behaviour in his last moments, or may be allowed to shew 
that the diseased was of such a character as was likely 
to be impressed by a religious sense of his approaching 
dissolution. 

Hearsay is often admitted by way of inducement or 
illustration of what is projgerjy cvidcnco. Thus when 
an act has been done, to which it is necessary to ascribe 
a motive, what the person has said at the time, is clearly 
admissible for the purpose of explaining the act. 

In an action for criminal conversation, the declara- 
tions of a wife at the time of her elopement, stating 
the reason of her eloping, may be evidence against her 
husband, as that she fled from an immediate fear of per- 
sonal violence. P.E. p. 100 to 402. 

Of Opinion. 

In general the opinion of a witness is not evidence; 
he must speak to facts. But -on questions of sdience 
or trade, or others of the same kind, persons of skill 
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may speak, not only to facts, but are allowed also to 
give their opinion in evidence. 

Of Belief. 

A witness may not perhaps be able to swear to a 
particular fact, yet if he believed that the fact happened, 
such belief will in some cases be evidence. Thus, for 
example, a subscribing witness to a bond, may swear 
that he has totally forgot that he subscribed his name to 
it as a witness, and that he cannot swear positively that 
he saw the obligor seal and deliver the bond, but seeing 
his own haud-wriling subscribed, as witnessing the exe- 
cution, he may swear that he believes he saw the obliger 
execute the bond, and such answer will be satisfactory 
to the court. IMi. 107. 

From Gelheri^si Law of Fxidenee. 

Positive evidence must always outweigh that which 
is negative : for the former being the result of attention 
and observation of the fact, cai) never be outweighed by 
that wliich may have arisen merely from the want of 
such attention and observation. Tytler, 26. 

DepoMom or Ltformaiions. 

It seems now to be settled, that the depositions of a 
witness taken upon oath, in the presence of a Prisoner 
who has been brought before a magistrate on a charge 
of felony, may be given in evidence on the trial of an 
indictment for the same felony, if it be proved on oath, 
to the satisfaction of the court, that the informant is 
dead, or not able to travel, or that he is kept away by 
the means and contrivance of the Prisoner ; provided 
also that the depositions offered in evidence are proved 
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to be the seme as were sworn before the justice without 
any alteration. Before the statute of Philip and Mary 
they would £ot have been received^ even though the 
witness had died. 

It is not essential to the validity of the depositions^ 
that they shall be signed by the d eceased witness. 

The information of witnesses taken before a justice 
of the peace cannot be given in evidence on an indict* 
ment for a misdemeanor, or in civil actions. 

Nor for petit treason, however, as a Prisoner may be 
convicted of murder on an indictihcut for petit treason, 
the depositions are admissible to support a conviction 
of murder. P.E. U^S. 

As informations when regularly and judiciously taken, 
are evidence against a Prisoner, if the informant dies be- 
fore the trial ; as, on the other hand, where the informant 
himself gives evidence, the informations may be used 
on the part of the Prisoner to contradict his testimony, 
one of the objects of the statute wrus to allow the judge 
and jury, before whom the Prisoner is tried, to see whe- 
ther the witnesses at the trial^are consistent with the oc- 
couiit given by them before the committing magis-. 
trate, P.E. I(i4. 


Written Instruments 

If a parly intend to use a deed, or any other written 
instrument in evidence, he ought to produce the origi- 
nal, if he has it in his possession^ but if the instrument 
is in the possession of the adverse party, who refuses to 
produce it after a reasonable notice, or if the original be 
lost or destroyed, secondary evidence, which is the best 
that the nature of the case admits of, will in that case 
be allowed. The party after proving any of these cir- 
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cumgtancesj to account for the absence of the original^ 
may read a counterpart, or if there is no counterpart, 
an examined copy, or if there should be no examined 
copy, he may give parole evidence of the contents. 
P.E. p. 225. 

The simplest and most obvious proof of hand-^writing, 
is the testimony of witness who saw the paper or sig- 
nature actually written. 

Evidence of hand-writing. 

But the witness may be asked whether he has seen a 
particular person write, and afterwards, whether he be- 
lieves the paper in dispute to be his hand-writing. This 
course of examination, involves two questions; first, 
whether the supposed writer is the person of whom the 
witness speaks, and secondly, if be is the person, whe- 
ther he wrote the paper in dispute : the first is a question 
of identity, the second a question of judgment, or a 
comparison, in the mind of the witness, between the 
general standard, and the vfritkig produced. This kind 
of evidence, like all probable evidence, admits of every 
possible degree, from the lowest presumption, to the 
highest moral certainty. P.E. p. 239. 

If a witness has received letters, purporting to have 
been written by a particular person on subjects of busi- 
ness, or of such a nature as makes it jJrobable that they 
were written by the hand from which they profess to 
come, he may be admitted to speak to that persons hand 
writing; the admissibility of the evidence, must depend 
upon whether there is good reason to believe that the 
specimens from which the witness has .derived his know- 
ledge, were written by the supposed writer of the pap^ 
in question* P*£. p. 241. 
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A witness may be admitted to speak to a person’s 
hand-WTitingi if he has seen letters which can be proved 
to have been written by him ; but this antecedent proof 
of the identity of the person is iudispensibly necessary, 
and (arther hearsay of identity is wholly inadmissible. 
P.E. p. 243. 

Proofs of hund-writing have also been allowed by 
com|iarison ; the judges considering it a question of art, 
which might be answered by a person of skill and ex- 
perience. P.E. p. 247. 

Examimtion of Witnesses. 

Should it be discovered in any stage of the trial, that 
a witness is interested, his evidence will be rejected. 

When the witness has been regularly sworn, he ia 
first examined by tlie party which produces him; after 
which the other party is at iilnsrty to cross-examine. 

Leading Questionis. * 

Leading questions, that is,jBpch as instruct the wit- 
ness how to answer on material points, are not allowed 
on the examination in chief ; for to direct witnesses in 
their evidence, would only serve to strengthen that bias, 
which they are generally but too much disposed to feel 
in favour of the party that calls them; but if a witness 
should appear to be in the interest of the opposite par- 
ty, or unwilling to give evidence, the court will in its 
discretion allow the examination an chief to resume the 
form of a cross-examination; and in examining a wit- 
ness for the purpose of directly contradicting another 
witness on the opposite side, as to some particular parts 
of his evidence, which no general examination in chief 
would be able to touch, leading* questions may be pro* 
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perly asked. Thus for example ; after exhausting the 
witnesses memory, as to the contents of a written in* 
strument, he may be asked whether it contained a par* 
ticular passage, which has been sworn to on the other 
side; otherwise it would be scarcely possible to come at 
a direct contradiction. 

Witness privileged not to ansscer. 

A witness cannot be compelled to answer any ques- 
tion which has a tendency to expose him tn penalties, 
or to a criminal charge. Nor is a witness compellable 
to declare bis own infamy, or to confess what would 
degrade bis own character. On an indictment for a 
rape, a woman is not obliged to answer whether on some 
former occasion she has not had a criminal connection 
with other men, or particular individuals, nor is evidence 
of such intercourse admissible. 

C. J. Freley wouM not allow a juryman to be asked 
whether he had asserted the guilt of the Prisoner before 
the trial. « : • 

It was once thought that a wituess could not he com- 
pelled to give any evidence, which might subject him to 
> a civil action, or charge him with a debt ; but the reverse 
is now declared by statute. P.E. p. 105. 

Cross-examinatioiu . 

In cross-examinations the object of which is to sift 
evidence, and try the credibility of the witnesses, a 
great latitude is allowed in the mode of putting ques- 
tions. The rule however is still subject to limitation. 
A witness cannot be cross-examined as to any collateral 
fact, inelevant to the matter at issue, for the purpose of 
contradicting him by other evidence, and in this maiir- 
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net to discredit his testimony. And if a witness on 
such cross es:iinination, before an irrelevant question» is 
disallowed or a ithdrawn, evidence cannot afterwards be 
admitted to contradict his testimony on the collateral 
matter. 

Wlien a has been once sworn to give evidence, 

the oilier part / may cross-tixuinine him, though he gave 
no evidenre for the* party who ciilh;d liim ; and it is re- 
polled to liavv*. been lulcd at nisi prius, that if a wit- 
ness has been once examined by a party, the privilege 
of crcjss-cxa mi nation continues in* every stage of the 
cause; so that tlic other party may call the same wit- 
ness to prove his case, and in examining him may ask 
leading questions. P.E. p. 108. 

linding of a less degree. 

In discriminating the degrees of guilt of a crime with 
which a Prisoner stanils charged, it frequently happens 
at Coiu'ts Martial, that on summing up the evidence on 
both sides, he may appear not guilty of the identical 
cninc hnd to his charge, but guilty of an offence of less 
magnitiule, though of the same species or nature, and 
as such nearly connected with it. In this case it is cus- 
tomary fur the court to acquit him of the greater, and 
find him guilty of the offence of the inferior magnitude, 
and to inflict a corresponding punishment. McA. p. 107. 

Not of a distinct ojfpnce. 

Though there may appear strong suspicions of a Pri- 
soner’s guilt of some other crime or ofience, not set forth 
in the charge, yet in acquitting him of the one he is 
tried for, the court cannot legally find him guilty of any 
other distinct offence, neither can*a Prisoner be found 

VoL. 111. 


D 
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guilty for what may be termed an ex post facto offence, 
or misdemeanor; tliat is, an offence committed after 
he bad been confined, or even indulged as a Prisoner at 
large ; but in all such cases he may be ordered into con- 
finement, and brought to a new trial, for the distinct 
crime oi offence appearing against him. McA. p. 159- 

Fiihlisi;; degrees of guilt. 

A soldier tried for desertion may be fonn'l guilty of 
aV enli^ i him*se!f \\ithoui leave; the act and deed is the 
p .me, out ili.j irdoiitions that accompany it, which must 
bo of from circuinslancca, are what constitute 

the cri».^ , not the length of time i».e is absent, or 
the dip 0 to \vhi*'h he escapes. M iiiy a man flies 
fr im I‘mS coloi rs but for a short time, and yet gives evi- 
do*.t I'rvoof of his I)t*'mg a deserter in every sense of the 
word, svhile another poor wretch may absent himself 
longerthrovgh drunkenness, fear of punishment for some 
other offence committed &c., and yet manifest no in- 
tention of totally abaml<ining the service. 

But they cunnot dec.iare him guilty of mutiny, or any 
other distinct crim?- or offence, (chough there may ap- 
pear strong suspicion of his being so,) unless it be like- 
wise in the charge given against him, before the trial 
commences. If in the course of tiial for one crime, 
there appears strong suspicion of aAotlier, which is not 
given in charge to the court, though the Prisoner may 
he acquitted for the one he is then tried for, the court may 
order him into confinement, and he may be brought to 
a new trial for the crime he was suspected of. In find- 
ing guilty of a less degree, tlie court mast expressly de- 
clare they acquit him of the greater : for it hath been 
adjudged, that if a jury on an indictment or an appeal of 
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marderi find the defendant guilty of manslaughter, 
sayin-;,expres8ly ad to the murder, it is insuffi- 
aiul void, as being only a verdict for a part. Adye, 
p. JIO. 

It H q iitc unnecessary after finding a Prisoner guilty, 
to repeat the charges in the finding. H.C.B. SIV. 

Finding if doubt is cnti^rtained 

In our criminal courts it is now considered as a rule 
of Law, (and the same cousideraiions should hold at 
Courts Martial,) that if the jury entertain a reasonable 
doubt upon the truth of the testimony of witnesses, 
given upon the issue, which they are sworn " well and 
truly to try,’* they are bound in conscience to deliver 
the Prisoner (roiu the charge found against him in the 
indictment, by giving a verdict of not guilty. McA. vol. 
2iid, p. 47. 


lucompetency of JVJtnessesm 

When a witness appears, he must be regularly sworn, 
unless some objection is made to his competency. By 
the Law of England a person may be disqualified from 
giving evidence on several grounds : — 

1st, From want of understanding. Such as have not 
the use of reason are disabled by their infirmity from 
giving evidence, as persons insane, idiots, and lunatics 
during the fit of lunacy. But a lunatic may be a wit- 
ness in his lucid intervals, if he has sufiBlciently recovered 
his understanding. So a person bom deaf and dumb, 
is not on that account incompetent, but if of suflicient 
understanding, may give evidence by signs with the 
assistance of an interpreter. 

n2 
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A witness must also Irnow the nature of an oath ; 
diihitvii, therefore, who arc notable to understand its 
iuorai obligation cannot be examined, P.E. p. 8. 

2ndly, From defect of religious principle. — Atheists 
and such infidels who profess not any religion that can 
bind liieir consciences to speak the truth, are excluded 
from being witnesson. 

3ic]ly, From infamy of character. — ^There are many 
oftenccs which our law considers such blemishes on 
the moral ebaraet jr, as to incapacitate from giving 
evidence in a court of justice; as treason, perjur}*', 
forgery, subovn'.diim of perjury, attaint of false verdict, 
and the like, which necessarily imply falsehood. The 
whole ( lasH of offences which come under the denomi- 
nation of ftlony, (tliat is all offences which occasion a 
forfeiture of lands or goods), will also have the effect of 
making the witness incempetrnt. Some other offences 
also havc<«the effect of making a witness incompetent 
after conviction, as fraud, in joining a conspiracy to 
accuse another of a' cniinc; prmmunirc, bairetry, and 
biibiiiga witness to absent himself and not give evidence. 

As convicts in such cases cannot be witnesses, they 
cannot make affidavits to support a charge against 
others, but to exculpate or defend themselves, their 
affidavits have been allowed. 

Some kinds of punishment were formerly thought 
to be marks of infamy, and therefore a person could not 
be a wdtuess after standing in the pillory, or after brand- 
ing. But the distinction is obvious. It is not the pu- 
nishment, but the nature of the offence which causes 
infamy. Thus it is no objection against the competency 
of the witness that he has been in the pillory for a libel 
on the Government, or for a trespass, or a riot. 
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To render a witness incompetent, the judgment must 
be proved, as well as the conviction, and can only be 
proved by a cbpy of the record; even an admissio i of 
the witness himself, of being in prison und<^^ judgm. nt 
for grand larceny, or of his havirig been guilty of jir.;- 
jury on another occasion, will not nuke him incoinpe- 
tent, however it may alTect his credit. 

All felons having received benefit of clergy, are re- 
stoied to their credit, whether burnt in Ihe hand or nof, 
if they have received a substituted punishment. P.K. 
pp. 14 to 19. 

4lh, From interest. — With regard to the nature or 
degree of interest which makes a witnesfl incompetent, 
there have been various opinions; and it is not possible 
IQ reconcile the earlier cases on this su!\jccl, with those 
of a more recent date. 

The old cases on the incompetency of witnesses, 
were generally decided on narrow grounds. Evidence 
which ought to have been believed with caitlion, was at 
once excluded without being Jieard; as if juries were 
not to be trusted with the m^ns of judging right, be- 
cause it was possible their judgment might be wrong. 
Thus in many cases information was lost, an 1 truth 
and justice sacrificGd. But the judges of latter limes 
have endeavoured, as far as possible, consistently with 
former decisions, t>j let the objection go to the credit, 
rather than to the competency of the witness. P.E. 

p. 26. • 


ITiisbaml and zeiji. 

As a party on record is not a competent witness, so 
is neither the husband or wife of the party; hut no 
other relation is excluded. A father may give evidence 
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for his son^ and though the relation between them may 
influence his testimonyj it will not render him incom- 
petent. The reason of excluding husbiiud and wife 
fruiii giving evidence, either for or against each other, 
is founded partly on their identity of interest, partly on 
a princi’dc of public policy, which deems it necessary 
to guard the security and confidence of private life, 
even at the risk of an occasional fiulure of justice. 
r.E. p. 38. 

The husband and jvife are not allowed to give any 
evidence that may directly criminate or even tend to 
criminate each other. There are some cases in excep- 
tion to this general rule : — 

1st, If a woman is taken away by force and married. 

2iid, On an indictment for a second luairiuge, duiirvg 
the continuance of the former one, the second wife may 
be an evidence. 

3rd, A wife may be a witness on the prosecution of 
of her husband, for an olFence committed agatiisi her 
person. • • 

So in Aygre’s case, on an indictment for beating liis 
wife, Lord Raymond allowed her to give evidence. A 
wife is permitted to swear the peace against her hus- 
band, and an affidavit of a married woman has been 
admitted to be read on application to the court of King’s 
Bench, for an information against her husband, for an 
attempt to tak^her away by force after articles of sepa- 
ration; and it would'be strange to permit her to be a 
witness to ground a. prosecution on, and not afterwards 
to be a witness on the trial. On the trial of a man for 
the murder of his wife, her dying declarations are evi- 
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The conrt^ was cleared, and their Lordships deliber- 
ated for about tcu minutes, when strangers were again 
admitted. 

Chief Justice Dallas delivered their judgment, wliich 
was in favour of the rights of the Crown to appoint 
■Couits of Lnquiry. ILC.B. p. 415. 

Council of Enquiry. 

In the army a practice is frequently resorted to ampng 
the officers of a regiment or corps, of holding among 
themselves a council of enquiry, when any member of 
the corps has been suspected of any crime or impro- 
priety of conduct, in order to ascertain his delinquency 
or innocence, that proper measures may be eventually 
taken. McA. vol. 1st, p. 106. 

Aliending Courts of Enquiry. 

With regard to the 3rd cl^argc M. N. was pleased to 
remark, that allhougli the opinion of the court might 
be acquiesced in, yet it appeared .that the Prisoner was 
not free from all imputation of blame for the conduct 
upon which that charge was founded, inasmuch as it 
wois the duty of Assistant Surgeon W. to liave obeyed 
the order of his ''superior ofiicer Colonel Hay, as far 
as that order required his attendance before the court of 
enquiry, as the compliance with it would not, (as the 
Prisoner erroneously conceived) have precluded him 
from the right of declining to answer any questions, or to 
make any statement which might, in his opinion, have 
proved prejudical to him in the course of any ulterior 
inquiry into his conduct H.O.B. p. 4 18. 
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Judge Advocate* 

Should an illegal measure be persevered in, in oppo- 
sition to the advice of the Judge Advocate, though not 
watranted to enter his dissent in the form of a niotest 
upon the record of the proceedings, (for that implies a 
judicative voice,) he ought to engross therein the opini- 
on delivered by him on the controverted point. Tytler, • 
p. 354. 

I must confess I am decidedly of a dilTorent opinion 
from Mr. Tytler, with regard to the propriety or expe- 
diency of the Judge Advocate, in his character of pro- 
secutor, having a personal conference with the person 
to be tried, and learning the scope of liis defence, 
p. 359. 

I have never understood it to be the duty of the* 
Judge Advocate, in all cases, to furnish a Prisoner 
previous to the trial, with the names and descriptions 
of the vritnesses by whose testimony any act objected 
to hini; is expected to be proved, p. 358. 

• 

Incompetency of Judicature* 

A Prisoner, by pleading before an improper judica- 
ture, cannot establish in the court a jurisdiction which 
the legislature hath withholden, nor give thereby any 
sanction to their proceedings. Should non-command- 
ing officer and soldier be brought before a regimental 
Court Martial for mutiny, desertion, or any other crime, 
only cognizable by a General Court Martial, he may' 
refuse to plead and insist upon being tried by a Gene- 
ral Court Martial, or he may appeal after having 
pleaded. Adye, p. 104. 
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G. O. C. C. 6th June, 1821. 

The proceedings of a Garrison Court Martial, held 
at Chunar, if|30n Gunner James Brown, from the 11th 
to the 20lh April inclusive, have been laid before the 
Commander in Chief. 

It appears tiiat the Prisoner w^s brought to trial be- 
fore the court ** for having been in a state of intoxi- 
cation, when warned for duty, and for riotous conduct 
upon that occasion.’* On examining witnesses for the 
prosecution, the act of the Prisoner, which the court 
cotibklered as having been mutiny, was testified; on 
that construction of the circumstance, the court suspend- 
ed proceedings, and represented to the Commandant, 
the incompetcncy of a Garrison Court Martial to pass 
sentence on a crime of such magnitude. The Comman- 
dant having referred the case to the Major General 
commanding the division, the latter properly explained 
to the court, that it had perfect powers to decide upon 
tlie charge on which the Prisoner was brought to trial, 
and of which alone the court could have cognizance. 

The court nevertheless adhered to its doubt. 

The Commander in Chief gives to the members of 
the court the fullest credit for having acted on a con- 
scientious scruple, but His Excellency is obliged to re-* 
mark, that the procedure of the court has been com- 
pletely erroneous, and would have borne the character 
of contumacious disobedience, but for its being visible, 
how the court with thorough pui;^ty of motive baa mis- 
conceived the point. 

• If in the course of evidence fof the prosecution par- 
ticulars are brought forth, establishing " the presump- 
tion of*’ a much graVer delinquency than that for which 
the Prisoner is arraigned, and ibbe supposed, that those 
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circumstances must have been unknown to the authori- 
ty which ordered the trials it is undoubtedly fitting for 
the court to stop its proceedings^ and to apprize the su- 
perior authority of what had been elicited during the 
investigation. This step however would be justified 
solely by the assumption that the Coinmandiug officer 
might not Ikuve comprehended the real quality of the 
case. 

Should the Commanding officer, (as in the instance 
und«.r review) direct the court to proceed on the origi- 
nul charge, it is the unquestionable duty of the court to 
pronounce itsvirdict, as to the innocence or guilt of 
the Prisoner, with respect to the terms of that charge, 
and award an adequate punishment, if it shall find the 
Prisoner criminal in the degree alleged against him. 

The reason of this will be obvious on a moment’s re- 
flection : if the Prisoner has incurred the guilt of mu- 
tiny, he must have been guilty of riotous conduct ; be- 
cause it is an inseparable ingredient in the greater crime ; 
and it lies in the discretion of -the Commanding officer, 
what may be the amount of example necessary for the 
preservation of discipline, by which ho will be guided 
on hearing the extent of the accusation. 

The court therefore acts consonantly to its oath, in 
deciding the evidence, or non-existence of criminalty, 
on the scale which has by due authority been submitted 
to its judgment, although it may surmise the transgres- 
sion to be of heavier stUmp. 

No question has ever been thrown on the propriety 
of trying deserters, (except in aggravated cases), for ab- 
senting themselves without leave, instead of trying them 
for desertion, in order that the fault may be corrected 
by a moderate infliction. 
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This iff in exact accordance with the practice of Bri* 
tish courts of justice, where indictments are continually 
preferred, in terms which shall reach only the minor 
shade of an offence, otherwise capital ; so that ch-.istise- 
ment may visit criiiie, without proceeding; ro what would 
be in the special case an objectionable extremity. 

Luuatit's, 

The second case of a deticiency in will, which ex- 
cuses from the guilt of ciimes, arises from a defective 
or vitiated understanding, viz. in an Idiot or a Lunatic. 
Bor the rule of law as to the latter, whicii may easdy 
be adopted to the former is, that Furiosus fuiore soLi.ii 
punitur. 

In criminal cases therefore Idiots and Lunatics are 
not chargeable with their own acts, if committed wlien 
under these incapacities, no, not even for treason itself. 

Also if a man in hts sound memory commils a c>t!)ital 
offence, and before arraingtnoiit he becomes mad, be 
ought not to be arraigncd/pr#it ; because lie is not able 
to plead to it with that advice and caution that he might. 
And if after he has pleaded, the«Pi'isoner becomes mad, 
he shall not be tried : for how can he make his defencej 
If after he be tried and found guilty, he looses his senses 
before judgment — judgment shall not be pronounced ; 
and if after judgment he becomes of iion-sane memory, 
execution shall be stayed : for perudventure, (says the 
humanity of the English law) had the Prisoner been 
of sound memory he might have alleged something in 
stay of judgment or execution. 

Note by the Editor , — If the punishment were less 
than death, and were inflicted on a Prisoner deprived of 
reasoDi it would be improductive of one of the grand 
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ends of punishment— the correction of the criminaL 
Human tribunals are only justified in introducing the 
pain and evil of punishment^ when it is likely to prevent 
that greater degree of evil which would result from the 
unrestrained commission of crimes/’ 

The execution of an ofFendcr is for example^ ut paena 
ad paiicosi metus ad omnes perveniat ; but it is not so 
when a madman is executed, which would be a miser- 
able spectacle, both against law and of extreme inhuma- 
nity and cruelty, and can be of no example to others. 
But if there be anj doubt w’hether the party be compos or 
not, this shall be tried by a jury. B.C. vol. 4, pp. 24, 26. 

Having lucid intervals. 

But if a lunatic have lucid intervals of understanding, 
he shall answer for what he does in those intervals, as if 
he had no deficiency, yet in the case of absolute madmeni 
as they are not answerable for their actions, they should 
not be suffered 'to go loose to the terror of the King’a 


Artificial and voluntarj. 

As to artificial voluntary contracted madness, by 
drunkenness or intoxcation, which depriving men of 
their reason puts them in a temporary phrenzy, our law 
looks upon this as an aggravation of the offence, rather 
than as an excuse for any criminal misbehaviour. B.C. 
vol. 2nd, p. 24 and 25. 

•r 

Improper plea of Lunacy. 

The Commander in Chief confirms the above sentence 
as it is an acquittal, but his Lordship feels himself un- 
der the necessity of remarking a grave error in the de- 
cision of the court. 
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The prisoner having rested his defence on the plea 
of being insane when he committed the indecency for 
which he was brought to trial, the ofRciating Judge 
' Advocate desired leave to rebut that plea, by bringing 
witnesses to prove that such insanity did not arise from 
accidental illness, but was the consequence of the Pri* 
soner's indulgoncc in strong liquors, a coiisequenee as- 
serted to have U^eu repeatedly experienced by the Pri- 
soner, without its restraining him in his unhappy pro- 
pensity. The court in over ruUng the proposal of the 
odiciating Judge Advocate, who had not felt himself at 
liberty to anticipate such defence, evidently overlooked 
the legal diHercnce of influence, in the case between a de- 
riiMgeinent ascribable to constitutional malady, and one 
whicdi (had the odiciatiiig Judge Advocate substantiated 
his point,) was to be considered as wilfully and culpa- 
bly incuiied by the prisoner. II.C.B. 495. 

(Signed) J. NICOL, Jdji. CenL 

Had the madness been proved to have been of the 
nature staled iiy the ofUdSating Judge Advocate, the 
rircimistaiice would aggravate instead of excuse the 
offence, (vide Supra). The defAice being new matter, if 
pleaded in the general issue, the Judge Advocate hml 
an undoubted right to rebut it. • 

J Opinion. 

The court having deliberated on the evidence before 
them respecting the state o^the Prisoner’s mind, are 
unanimously of opinion that he is not in his proper 
senses, and that therefore the trial ought not to pro- 
ceed. H.C.B. 

■ Approved and Confirmed 
* (Signed) MOIRA, 
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He who excites a madman to commit a crime, is a 
priiU'ipal ofTcader, and as much punishable if he had 
douc it himself. Ailye, p. 205. 

Offfeers Brevet and half pay. 

In thn year after a lonjc discussion of the sub- 
ject in jjai'liaineiit, It was decided that officers holding 
cmiiiMissions by b'ew-t, though receiving no pay, were 
subjec. to llio lenilr/uns of the Mutiny Act; but that 
offic : . 0.1 half pay, dtJ n-.it fall within its provisions 
a*id pcniiilio.'i. Tylier, p. 212. 

In the case (*< h-^rd O.jorire Sackville, the judges de- 
claied uiiiiatiii(iii<ily, that an officer or soldier after being 
dismissed, ciMild be brought to trial for a crime he had 
commuted while in commission or pay. Tytler, 113. 

Officers stispmded. 

Officers unc\pr suspension are amenable to a Court 
Mai lial for all acts committed by them while under 
suspeiisioii. Tytler, 127.' 

NoiM-ommimomd Officers. 

By the articles of war, and by long usage in the army, 
similar powelt of degrading a non-commissioned officer, 
and reducing him to the ranks, is vested at all times in 
the Colonel of the Regiment. 

Tlie 18th article of war, 16ih section, declares, that 
no commissioned officer shall be cashiered or dismissed 
from our service, excepting by an order from us, or by 
the sentence of a General Court Martial, approved by 
us, or by some person having authority from us, under 
our sign Manuel : but non-commissioned officers may 
be discharged as private soldiers, and by the order of 
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the Colonel of the Regiment, or by the sentence of a 
Regimental Coart Martial, may be reduced to private 
sentinels. * 

In Februaiy 1750, Colonel Townshend moved to have 
a clause added to the Mutiny Bill, for preventing any 
non-commissioned otRcer being broke or reduced into 
the ranks, but by the sentence of a Court Martial ; but 
the clause was afterwards withdrawn, and no question 
was put upon it. McA. vol. 1st, p. 156. 

Difuiition 0 ^* Ptrjury, 

Perjury is defined, by Sir KiUvard Cook, to be a crime 
committed when a lawful oalli is administered, in some 
judicial proceeding, to a person who swears wilfully, 
absolutely, and falsely, in a matter material to the point 
in question. 

The law lakes no notice of any perjury, but such as 
is committed in some court of justice, having power to 
administer an oath, or before some magistrate, or pro- 
per officer invested with a js^lar autliority, and some 
proceedings relative to a civil suit, or criminal prosecu- 
tion ; for it esteems all other oaths unnecessary at least, 
and therefore will not punish the breach of them. For. 
which reason, it is much to be questioned^ liow far a 
magistrate is justifiable in taking a voluntary affidavit, 
in any extrajudicial matter, as is now so frequent upon 
every petty occasion ; since it is more than possible, that 
by such idle oaths, a man may frequently in foro con- 
scientia'* incur the guilt, and at the same evade the 
temporal penalties of peijury. The peijury must also 
be corrupt, (that is " malo animo,”) wilful, positive, and 
absolute; not upon surprise or the like ; it also must be 
on some point materiad to the question in dispute, for 
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if it only be in some trifling collateral circumstance 
to which no regard is paid, it is no more penal than in 
the voluntary extrajudicial oaths before mciilioned. 

Note hy the Editor . — “ Where au oath is required by 
an act of parliament, but not in a judicial proceeding, the 
breach of that oath does not seem to amount to perjuiy, 
unless the statute enacts that such oatli, when false, shall 
be perjury, or shall subject the offender to the penalties 
of perjuiy.” B.C. vol. 4th, p. 137. 

Punish?nent of Peijvry. 

Although the Mutiny Act does not authorise a jMili- 
tary Court Martial to inflict a summary punishment for 
perjury, yet there is no doubt that offenders, subject to 
military authority, may be proceeded against by indict- 
ment, or punished by the sentence of a General Court 
Martial to be assembled for that purpose. Me A. p. 141. 

Pleas. 

We are now to consider plea of the Prisoner, or 
defensive matter alleged by him on his arraignment ; if 
he does not confess or stand mute. This is either 
Ist, a plea to the Jurisdiction; 2nd, a Demurrer; 3rd, a 
plea in abatement; 4th, a special pleain bare, or 6th, the 
general issue.” 

Ist, A plea to the Jurisdiction, is where an indict- 
ment is taken before a court which hath no cognizance 
of the offence, as if a mftn be indicted for a rape at the 
Sheriflf’s Court, or for treason at the Quarter Sessions. 
In these or similar cases he may except to the jurisdic- 
tion of the court, without answering at all to the crime 
alleged. 
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lindy A Demurrer to tbe indictmenty when the Priso- 
&cr joins issue on a point of law in the indictmenty that 
the fact stated is no crime. However, as there is a doubt 
whether he can afterwards plead the general issue, “ not 
guilty,'^ denuirrers to indictments are seldom used, since 
the same advantages may be taken upon a plea of not 
guilty, or afterwards in arrest of judgment, when the 
verdict has established the fact. 

3rd, A yilea in abatement, is pi inci pally for a misno- 
mer, or wrong name, or false addftion to the Prisoner; 
as if James Allan, gentleman, is indicted by the name 
of John Allan Esq. he may plead that he has the name 
of James and not of John ; and that he is a gentleman 
andfiot an esquire: and if either fact be found by a 
jury, then the iudictiueut shall be abated, as writs and 
declarations may be in civil actions. But in the end 
there is little advantage accruing to the Prisoner by these 
dilatory pleas : because if the exception be allowed, a 
new bill of indictment can be framed, according to 
what the Prisoner in his ple^awers to be his true name 
and addition. For it is a rule in all pleas of abatement, 
that he who takes advantage of a flaw, must at the same 
time shew how it may be amended. » 

4thy Special pleas in bar, which go to the merits of the 
indictment, and give a reason why the Prisoner ought not 
to answer it at all^ nor put himself upon his trial for the 
crime alleged . These are of four kinds : a former acquit* 
tal, a former convictioo, a formenattainder, and a pardon. 

6th, The general issue, or plea of not guilty,” on 
which plea alone the Prisoner can receive his final judg- 
ment of death. B.C. vol. 4. 

If the Prisoner shoujid plead guilty, evidence should 
be heard of the fact or facts, of how can the crown, or 
Vol. hi. 


E 
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the officers authorised to confirm a sentence, have any 
ground for extending mercy. Sir C. M. preface to 
Tytler, p. 22. ^ 

Prisoners' declaratiom. 

Verbal confessions, and ivhat a Prisoner has hrrn 
heard to say at any time in conversation, or by observa- 
tion, relative to the matter in issue, may be given in 
evidence against him. But though the declarations of a 
Prisoner respecting facts, or which apjtly to the fiarli- 
cular case charged, the intent making part of the chiirge, 
may be given against him; they cannot for him. Me A. 
vol. 2nd, p. 69. 

Evidence against a Pri.oitei\ 

It 1a a settled rule of law, that no evidence can be given 
against a Prisoner but in his presence. Me A. vol. 2 qu, 
p. 72. 

In exception to the general rule, that no evidence can 
be received against a Prisoner but in his presence, it has 
been repeatedly determined, and is unquestionably law, 
that on a trial for murder/tHe declaration of the deoeas* 
ed, after the mortal wound was given, conscious of ap- 
proaching death, ma^ be received in evidence against a 
Prisoner, although such declaration was not made in 
his presence. McA. vol. 2nd, p. 72. 

What has been sworn against a Prisoner on the trial 
of another person, ought not to be given in evidence 
against him on his own trial. 

The confession of a Prisoner, taken on oath, cannot 
he read in evidence against him. McA. vol. 2nd, p. 73. 

Coi^esstbn qf a Prisoner. 

It isBOW a settled rule of common law, that in cases 
of fiteiuond misdemeanoiSj if the confession of the 
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Prisoner be voluntarily madoj and regularly proved at the 
trial, it is sufficient, if the jury believe it to be true, to 
convict the Prisoner, without any corroborating evi- 
dence to support it But the only kind of confession 
that could go to a jury, ought to be uninfluenced by fear, 
and uninduced by hope. McA. vul. 2ad, p. 79. 

Proceedings. 

It is not necessary to send the original papers which 
have been received in evidence with the proceedings, 
but copies of them should be entered in an appendix, 
as loose papers are likely to be lost or mislaid \ and it 
should be stated, that the papers produced were duly 
authenticated. Bemarks on Tyller, p. 21. 

Sir C. AI. — -The recoratnendation should always be 
written under the sentence, together with the signatures 
of tha several members so recommending ; for it is very 
pos:»ihlc that a detached paper may be lost, mislaid or, 
forgotten, • 

Evidence of etProseculor. 

The practice of a prosecutor beyig entitled to give 
evidcuce in support of the charges brought against a 
Prisoner, is now perfectly understood, and is extremely 
common at Courts Martial, in the navy as well as in the 
army, and is the dally practice in all criminal prosecu- 
tions. On similar principles of justice, the person ac- 
cused may call on the prosecutos to give evidence to 
facts ill exculpation of the charge, as well as to the ge- 
neral conduct and tenour of his chsmeter ; and the pro- 
secutor may also be called upon t6 produce records or 
documents of any k in d , lyhich may be deemed necessa*’ 

fy to the Prisonei^s defence. McA. voI.2nd,p. 

x2 
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Eepl^ of the Prosecutor, 

The prosecutor is allowed, by argument, to reply to 
the Prisoner’s defencci but not to biing evidence, unless 
new matter has been brought forward in the defence. 

Some doubts have arisen as to a Prisoner's having a 
right to rejoin to the reply of the prosecutor ; this mis- 
take however, it probably grounded on the supposition 
of a case which rarely happens, of a prosecutor being 
permitted to introduce new evidence in his reply ; in 
which case the Prisoner is entitled to be heard upon 
such new evidence, and the prosecutor will, in return, 
be entitled to reply to the same extent. 

It is a general rule, that in criminal prosecutions the 
injured party may be a witness, although Oil the convic- 
tion of tlie Prisoner, he will, in many cases, be entitled 
to a reward. 

If the Prisoner shall, in his defence, have impeached 
the credibility of any witnesses for the prosecution, it 
is competent for the prosecutor to re-establish their 
character by ne w evidcrjfc^f ; or if the Prisoner in his 
defence sliall have introduced any new matter, encoun- 
tering the evidence of the charge, but to which the 
evidence was not directed, the prosecutor is allowed to 
examine .^vitnesses to that new matter : as for example, 
a Prisoner is charged with an act of mutiny, and the 
charge is clearly proved ; but the Prisoner in his defence 
alleges and adduces evidence to shew that he was com- 
pelled by others to the commission of the act, against 
his own will, and at the hazard of his life, this being 
new matter to which the former evidence for the prose- 
cutor does not in the least apply, the prosecutor is 
allowed to rc-argue it, by the examination of witnesses, 
on tlie production of such documents as he thinks fitted 
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to disprove it. In such cases it is custouiary to allow 
the Prisoner |he liberty of a rejoinder, or answer to the 
prosecutor’s reply ; an indulgence, to which, in ordinary 
cases, he is not entitled. 

Prosecutors have, in some instances before Courts 
Martial, been permitted to mark passages in thei^ open- 
ing address, and swear to those passages as evidence (by 
consent of the Prisoner,) virtuaiiy a prepamiion of evi- 
dence, which is never allowed ; for the same reason the 
other ought to be discontinued. • 

Retirement. 

His Royal Highness has been further pleased to com- 
mand it to be signified to Colonel A. and the officers of 
the 1 st Battalion of the 22ad Regiment, that their con- 
duct in general has been highly reprehensible, in assum- 
ing the power of admitting Lieutenant Finto on the cOi'ps, 
after an arrangement had been made; for his retirement, 
rather than stand die issue of a General Court Martial, 
and in their harsh |iTOcecdings»towards the Prisoner, 
who refused his concurrence to such an irregular pro- 
ceeding. 1I.C.B. p. 812. • 

RemsaL 

G. O. C. C. 1st, June, 181 >- 

It having been observed in several instances, when 
the proceedings of subordinate Military Courts have 
been revised, that fresh witnesses have been called and 
examined, the Right Honourable the Commander in 
Chief, is pleased to prohibit a practice so highly irregu- 
lar and objectionable. Whenever the proceedings of 
Courts Martial are ordered to be revised, the revision is 
to be confined to the matter already recorded on theit 
minutes. H.C.B. p. 398. 
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Sentence. 

The King can no more interfere with the procedure 
of Courts Martial, in the execution of their duty, than 
he can with that of any of the fixed courts of justice ; 
nor even after the Court Martial has pronounced its 
sentenue, is it in the power of the sovereign to add to 
or alter that sentence, in any one particular, unless a 
recommendation to that efiect shall be therein con- 
tained. 


By wluim alterahle. 

The King, in virtue of his prerogative, may entirely 
remit tlie punishment which the court ius awarded, or 
by disapproving of their sentence, may order the court 
to sit again, and to review their proceedings and judgl 
luent; but he can no more decree any particular altera- 
tion of their sentence than he can alter the judgment 
of a civil comt, or verdict of a jury. Even with re- 
gard to the power of ofdcrjpg a review of the sentence, 
the sovereign's powers are limited, for it is declared by 
the Mutiny Act, that no sentence given by any Court 
Martial, and signed by the president thereof, shall be 
liable to he revised more than once.'' 

Yet, although the sentence of a General Court Mar- 
tial is not alterable by the sovereignv or by any person 
to whom the crown has delegated the power of assem- 
bling those courts, it.is at all times competent to his 
Majesty, and entirely consistent with his constitutional 
authority, to remark' on whatever may have been omit- 
ted by the court, or improperly judged of by them, and 
which from its blameable nature calls for animadver- 
sion. Such remarks have the best effects, in stimula- 
ting the diligence and care, as well as guarding the 
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propriety and rectitude of those tiibunala. Tytler^ 

pp. 131, 132. 

I'he reporter the judges in this casoi conreys also an 
impressive lesson, namely, that any punishment directed 
t > lie inflicted by the articles of war, cannot be applied 
by iKiy other authority than that of the Court Martial 
vh .ucii tried the ofFeiuier. Hence, this report is tound- 
cd upon those humane and constitutional principles of 
l.iw, rstal)llshed and recognized in this country, namely, 
tiKit tite e: ecutivc power cannot add to the punishment 
ai!jud:"’ ■] to be infiii:ted, for offences tried at Courts 
bill it iii.iy in the exercise of its prerogative of 
cl-'.nrn(!y, remit, mitigate or diminish the punishment. 
Mcx\. \Ji. 2, p. 220. 

m 

Varying from ike Statute* 

Now the illegality of the sentence consisted in its va- 
riiincc ia the pcualty assigned by it from the direction 
of the act, and such illegality will arise in every case 
where there is any departure 4 matter what it be, from 
the letter of the penalty which the law has thought fit 
to assign to any particular crime. * The original juris- 
diction of the court, over the offence itself, and all < 
others, arises out of the power of the legislature, which 
must be as authoritative over the sentence, when it 
chooses to prescribe what it shall be, as on all other 
proceedings and incidents of the trial. Sentence^ 
Sam. 303. 


Hot to he interfered with* 

Tlie latter branch of the report of the learned judges* 
shews, that if there be a defect in the original sentence, 
that none can cure it but those who passed such ten* 



56 


Mt/ifary Law £x tracts. • 


tence; that no authority however great can interrere 
with a court of justice, though it be for the purpose/ 
certainly a specious cause, of making it correspond with 
the known intention of the law. Sentence, Sam. 304. 

Variatiom in. 

f* 

The sentence of dismissal, according to the modem* 
acceptation of the word, is not co-extensive in its ope- 
ration with that of cashiering, implying no disability 
for future employment in the service, as the latter docs. 
Sentence, Sam. p. 308. 


Siihpana. 

In civil proceedings, as we have seen, a witness is noft 
obliged to attend unless his expenses are duly tendered ; 
but in criminal prosecutions the demands of public jus- 
tice supersede every consideration of private inconve- 
nience, and witnesses are unconditionally bound to ap* 
pear. On the oUier hand,, it. is reasonable, and highly 
expedient, that when they attend on behalf of the pub- 
lic, a fair compensation should be given them for their 
4 trouble and necessary expense. The statute 18, George 
III, chapter 1 9, Sect. 8, enacts, that when any person shall 
appear on recognizance or subpoena to give evidence, 
as to any grand or petty larceny or' other felony, whe- 
ther any bill or indictment be preferred or not to the 
grand jury, it shall ht in the power of the court (pro- 
vided the person shall, in the opinion of the court, have 
bonh fide attended in obedience to such recognizance 
or subpoena,) to order the treasurer of the county or 
division, in which the ofi'ence^ shall have been commit- 
ted, to pay him such* sum as to the court shall seem 
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reasonable, not exceeding the expenses which it shall 
appear to the court the said person was bona fide put 
unto, by TeaA)n of the said recognizance and subpoena, 
making a reasonable allowance, in case he shall be found 
to be in poor circumstances, for trouble and loss of 

time. P.E.p.3. 

, I n some cases a subpoena can have no etFect : sb where 
the witness is in custody, or on board a ship, under the 
command of au officer who refuses to allow his atten* 
dance. 

Habeas Corpus ad testificandum. 

The course then is, to sue out a writ of Habeas Cor- 
pus ad testificandum,*’ for which purpose application 
•ought to be made to the Court, or to a Judge, upon 
afiidavit of the party applying, stating that he is a ma- 
terial witness, and in case of his being on board a ship, 
that he is willing to attend. P.E. p, 5. 

Ducabjentm* 

. : • 

If a witness has in his possession any deeds or writ- 
ings, which are thought necessany at the trial, a special 
clause miLSt be inserted in the subpama called a Duc^ 
tecum,*’ commanding him to bring them widi him; when 
the writings are in the hands of the adverse party, or 
his attorney, notice should be given to produce them ; 
and if after proof of a reasonable notice, they are re- 
fused, secondary evidence of 4he contents will be ad- 
mitted. It is not necessary to give notice to the defen- 
dant himself, giving it to his attorney will be suflBcient, 
even in penal actions. 

This writ of subp<pna ducas tecum,” as well as the 
other writ of subpeena " ad tbstificandum,” is compul- 
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8ory upon the witness ; and ihough it is a question for 
the consideration of the judge at the trialj whether in 
any particular case the production of writiirgs should be 
cnfoiccd, yet tlic witness should always have them 
ready to be produced if required, in obedience to the 
judicial muiuralc. P. E. p. 7. 

All tiials by Courts Martial are criminal, (the Pri- 
soner ihcrefore is not bound to tender expenses,) the 
suit being batween our Sovereign Lord the King and the 
r/isoner to be tried'* Though a nominal prosecutor 
may conduct the cause! 

Tramportation. 

Opinion of Sir Charles Morgan . — A sentence of irons* 
portutioii has not, in any instance within my knowledge, . 
been cai ried Into eflect, except for the crime of deser- 
tion ; nor in the instance of desertion, until an express 
clause was inserted in the Mutiny Act for that purpose ; 
and 1 have reason to know that much doubt has been 
entertained, whether withput such particular provision, 
the judgment would be vvarraulable, and the conferring 
of an authority by an Q;[prcss clause, to give such sen- 
tence for the crime of desertion, at the same time that 
it furnishes a presumptive argument that it would not 
otherwise have been correct, begets a still stronger pre- 
sumption, that in any other case than that which is pro- 
vided for, it is not regular to award such a punishment. 
U.C.B. p. 59. 1 


'Votes. 

At Courts Martial held at the Horse Guards, the prac- 
tice has been different in its mode,^ut tantamount in its 
effecta. Such members of a Court Martial as hare by 
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their TOtei mbeolTed a Prisoner^ are not required to give 
a Yote, when the question of punishment is proposed, 
in consequence of the Prisoner's having been convicted 
by the majoiity of the members of the Court Martial; 
as it seems incongruous, that one who tl\inks the Pri- 
soner not guilty, should give a voice fortlie inflicting of 

• any punishment, but the nuiubcr of the members who 
have acquitted liiin, are always counted in favour of the 
Prisoner, and thrown into the scale with those who vote 
for the mildest punishment. 

Witnesses compelled to attend a Court Martial under 
penalties of common law. Sam. p. 206. 

Previoiislif instructed* 

* Extract from the proceedings of a General Court 
Martial, of which General Sir G. Howard was president, 
and Sir C. Gould, Judge Advocate, for the triid of Lieu- 
tenant General Murray, on charges preferred by Sir 
William Draper, January 1783 

Ques^ioA by Sir IV. D.-ir". Whether yon (i. e. Captain 
Edward Don) have seen the questions General Murray 
proposed, before you came into dourt?” 

General Murray. — We certainly did.*^ • 

Sir W. Drqper.— " Is that usual • 

Judge Advocate. If the question is unexceptiona- 
ble, 1 don’t know that there is any harm in informing a 
witness that he is to be examined on this or that point; 
but if the question be a leading one, then it is improper 
for the witness to see it.” 

Captain Don. — I knew the point I was to be exa- 
mined on, but I never told General Murray what my 
answer would be.” • 
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Sir W. Draper . — Weie the questions which have 
been proposed to you, previously concerted between you 
and General Murray?” ' 

Captain Don . — “ Certainly. — General Murray ac- 
quainted me that he would examine me as to those 
points, and I saw the questions previous to coming into 
court, i understood it was legal, fur the opinions of 
two Lawyers had been asked upon the subject ; tliey said 
it was legal ; but by no means to tell what our answers 
would be, and therefore without hesitation 1 read the 
questions over and over again.” 

Court . — But were the questions concerted between 
you and General Murray ?” 

Captain Don . — “ Yes — General Murray asked me if 
those questions were proper to the point; and they were 
framed to the point in question by General Murray and 
me. 1 had minutes of the whole transaction taken down 
at the moment.” 

General Murray. — “ There was an affidavit made by 
Captain Don, before the Judge Advocate, on the fact 
relative to this business. 1 asked a counsel if that affi- 
davit could be received in evidence in the court. He 
said * yes,’ but we must form the questions so as to 
bring the substance of tliat affidavit before the court. 
The questions were formed accordingly, and 1 have the 
affidavit if the court wish to see it. i saw my reputa- 
tion was at stake, and 1 therefore took these precauti- 
ons to authenticate the fact, in case either of us died.” 
H.C.B. 672. — Here the Conversation erukd. 

m 

‘What a witness may have been heard to say at ano- 
ther time, may be given in evidence, in order eith(*r to 
invalidate or confirm the testimony which he gives its 
court. McA. vol. p. 72. 
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Memory failing 

Where the memory of a witness fails him with res- 
pect to time, or particular dates, he may be allowed to 
recur to notes, nr lie may be set ri«;ht by the court, but 
he is not iillovverl to read any papers of e^vidcnce previ- 
ouf»ly prepared. McA. vol. p. 7d. — Joknslone^s Trial 
p. 380. 


Calling fresh Witness, 

liidgc Ailvocate . — T apprehend it is perfectly fair for 
the court to salit^fy tliem^cWes in any way they think 
proper, upon any part of the cxaiiiinaiion, and when 
the case on both sides is closed, the court will call any 
witness they think proper to call/’ II.C.13. p. 811. 

I 

Privileged. 

A witness can depose only to such facts as are with- 
in his own recollection. But to assist his memory, he 
may use a written entry, or memorandum, or the copy 
of a inemorandum, and iC stflerwards he can positively 
swear to the truth of the fact tliere stated, such evidence 
will be sufticient. But if he ciftinot from recollection 
speak to the fact, any further than as finding it stated 
ill a written entry, his testimony will amount to nothing. 
When a witness has recourse to a written memorandum, 
for the purpose of assisting his recollection, there seems 
to be no good reason for confining him to such writings 
as were drawn up at the precisdtime when the facts oc- 
curred ; for one person may have as strong and clear a 
recollection, from looking at a paper written half a year 
after the fact, as another who wrote down the fact on 
the very day it happened. However the entry ought to 
have been made by the witness himself, or if noade by 
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another, examined by him, while the fact was fresh in 
his memory. P.E. 106. 

Contempt in Witnesses, 

If a witness is guilty of contempt, by refusing to 
answer a question which is legal, he may be indicted for 
a misdeiaeanor at common law ; and if a military man, 
iii.iy be immediately committed to custody, and charged 
fv>r a contempt or disobedience of orders. Rem. on 
Tytler, by Sir C.M. 17. 

Incompetent Witnesses, 

The members of the Court Martial may however un- 
der particular circumstances exercise their discretion in 
culling any witness before them, from whom they have 
reason to think the truth may be obtained, whether ad- 
duced by the prosecutor or not ; but it might be consi- 
dered as a very hard and improper exercise of that 
discretion, (indeed we would rather regard it as illegal,) 
if when a Prisoner is stand^g upon his trial, the court 
siiall adjourn their proceedings to a distant day, in order 
to enable the prosecutor to bring forward a fresh wit- 
ness. Me A. vol. 2, p. 124. 

Persons involved in the same criminal charge are, 
upon sound principles of law, incompetent witnesses 
fur one another; because from theinfi.inity of human 
nature, it is presumed that they would mutually acquit 
by false testimony. « 

Unconvicted accomplices are objected to, only when 
included in the indictmient, if the indictments an 
separate, they acs admitted. 

(Tuii " CAerge/afiolr.) 
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Explanation of the Abreviations for Authors quoted* 

* 

Tyt. Tytler, 3rd Editioni by C. Jaracs, 1814. 
Me. A. McArthur, Edition 1805. 

H. C. B. Lieutenant Hough’s Case Book. ^ 

*M. L. E. Military Law of Englandj (Anonymous.) 
B. C. Blackstone’s Commentaries. 

P. £. Phillip’s Law of Evidence. 

Adye. * • 

Sam. Samuel: 
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ARTICLE IL 

Introduction to a series of papers upon the organization, 

equipment, Sic, of' the Honourable Ea$t India Companfs 

Artillery. 

To the Editor of the Military Repository. 

Sir, 

Circumstances lately brought to my notice, and oc- 
casioned an attentive reading of, the proceediiigct of a 
Comuuttce of Artillery ofliceis, held in Bengal in 17^3, 
by order of Lord Cornwallis. 

The perusal of the ubovcinentioiied paper, combined 
wdth my knowledge that a general, and must desirable 
change in the construction of our Ordnance carriages 
is now about to be accomplished, awakened a train of 
reflections (which if I have not deceived myself) are 
sufficiently 'important to. warrant me in giving them, 
and the result of them, publicity though the medium 
of your pages. 

. I therefore propose to trouble you with a series ot 
papers on the Organization, equipment &c of the 
Honourable East India Company's Artillery” of which 
series the present letter may be considered as the In* 
troduction.” 

Let not this frank* confession startle you, Mr. Editor, 
or any of your readers. I neither intend to be indis- 
criminately lavish of praise or censure upon the past 
or present. 

1 shall endeavour tenderly^ to express my opinions, 
where I deem it necessary, upon the present state of 
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thingSi and I shall oppose my opinions occasionally ac- 
cording to the excellent rule, ^^sunvUer in mode, 
fortiter in rA” 

My purpose is not to expose the existing defects 
fvith a rude hand. I do not pretend to be suflicieutly 
masUr of the art, to be able to discern them to their 
, full extent ; and still less sanguine am I of bein^ able to 
point out corrections for every one of those which I 
have observed : but, as superficial blemishes may, with 
n little care, be separated from the surface of a fine 
painting by the most artless hanef, without injury to the 
c«riginab so may I hope to eflect some good, without 
the chance of doing any harm. 

After reading the Proceedings'* of the Committee 
•of 1 793, of whicJi I forward you a copy to be printed 
with this letter, 1 could not satisfy my mind that the 
Committee, though composed of officers of distinguish- 
ed merit, had effected the purpose for wliich it was 
assembled. If so, whence has sprung up the intermi- 
nable variety of pattern^ i^nd constructions of ord- 
nance carriages, all allowed to be more or less defec- 
tive, with which this service hasp for many years been 
perplexed, to the total prevention of all uniformity, in 
points of vital importance towards the eflestual service 
of this important arm.* 

Still more unsatisfactory is the result of inquiry 
into the origin and adoption of these various patterns. 


* We feel great gratification in informing our corespondent A. Z. 
and: onr readers, that a new gnn carriage and ammunition waggon, 
nearly on the pattern of the excellent Royal Artillery rarriages, 
have been finally adopted fbrdhie lerrice, by authority of the Supreme 
Oovemmeiit. Ed. * 

VoL. III. F 
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Scarcely any records are to be found, or even partially 
detailed statements, of advantages which were anticipa- 
ted by adopting any one construction in preference to 
another. 

It is far from my intention to throw the least shadow 
of blame upon the Committee of 1793. It was com- 
posed of officers of undoubted talent, of rank, and ex- 
perience — it was assembled by order of the highest 
military authority in India — the points of discussion 
were those of the greatest import in the practical part 
of the profession — the individuals had the advantage 
of having had long experience, as to the pro^s and con’s 
of the matter upon which they were called upon to 
deliberate — there could not have existed any possible 
bias to warp their judgments on the side of error: yet,*' 
what was the result? We might have expected at least 
that some established pattern for gun, carriage, and 
ammunition waggon would have resulted from the Com- 
mittee of 1793, the excellencies of which would have 
been such as to have prolef.ted them, for a time at least, 
from future innovations. 

Some advantageous alterations were proposed and 
adopted; others do not appear to me to have been 
equally judicious : this is matter of opinion however, 
upon the discussion of which I shall enlarge in my 
future papers. 

1 am willing to suppose that the Committee did all 
that was expected fromrit, but this result is not suffici- 
ent to satisfy me. I should have been satisfied if I 
could at this day say, here is a piece of ordnance 
which was adopted for the service by the Committee of 
Artillery officers of 1793*^here.i8 the cariage— here is 
the ammunition waggdn. The reasons for adopting 



67 


of the H. E. I. C:s Artittery. 

tbem ore &o and so ; the adirantages over former con« 
structions are made self-evident, fully detailed, and 
satisfy rigidVxamination. 

Had this been the case I should probably have been 
a silent admirer oF the result, and I consider that had 
it been so^ the report would have been of inestimable 
- value to the service : for, in my opinion, it b^omes a 
point of duty amongst ollicers of Artillery to make them- 
selves fully acquainted with the excellencies as well as 
the defects, of the materiel they jire called upon to ope- 
rate with; and these inquiries should receive every 
support and assistance in the prosecution of them from 
the hi^rher authorities. 

It was with peculiar satisfaction that I learnt the csta- 
*blishment of a dep6t of instruction at the head quarters 
of the Artillery at Bombay; a similar establishment 
has been formed at Madras. Is the Bengal Presidency 
alone to remain without such an establishment? I feel 
that it has only to be proposed, through the proper 
channels, (where it is sure; oC support), to be introduced ; 
and I trust before No. I of my intended scries, now in 
preparation, is published, that t shall have no reason 
to repeat the question. But 1 shall not enlarge upoci 
this and other professional subjects at present, i wish 
to present your readers with the proceedings of the 
Committee of 1793, which is undoubtedly an interest- 
ing, and in some points a valuable document. 

In concluding my present letter, I beg to mention that 
I shall be extremely happy to be assisted in my " Se- 
ries,” by communications on subjects connected with 
this important discussion, from either of the three Pre« 
iidencies. • 

f2* 
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Such communications may be addressed to you* 
Mr. Editor, by the writers, and I shall trust for your 
early communication of them to 

Your humble servant, 

Bengal Presidency, 7 A. Z. 

March, 1824. ) 

Proceedings of a Committee held at Dum Dam, by 
virtue of the following General Orders : — 

Extract of General Orders by Earl Cornu'alUs, 
December 18///, 1792. 

“ A Committee composed of the followiiiEj field offi- 
cers and Cuptains of Artillery, who served in the Mysore 
country during the late war, to assemble at Dum Dum 
after the dissolution of the European General Court 
Martial, now sitting in garrison, for the purpose of point- 
ing out whatever defects they may have observed in the 
construction of the different gun carriages and tumbrils, 
and to suggest such alterations as may have occurred 
to the members of the Coipmittee, tending to the im- 
provement of the carriages and tumbrils, and the most 
convenient mode of transporting ammunition and stores 
in the field.” 


- President, 

Major Woodbuun. 

Members, 

Major Montague, Captain Howell, 

Captain Horstoru, Captain Glass. 

** The proceedings of the Committee to be transmit- 
ted to the Secretary of the Military Board.” 

Proposed by the President to the members of the 
Committee, . , 
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Ggp^tlismrn^ 

In order that wc may obserire method and perspi* 
cuity in our \irocGeding3, T conceive it will be necessary 
for the luemhcrs of the Cummiftee to consider the sab* 
ject of our inquiry under separate heads. 

Ist, 1 would consider what is the best construction 
• for the carringe of the light brass field pieces at present 
ill use, together with their limbers and ammunition tum- 
brils. In doing this, the nature of the piece to be mounted 
on the carriage, the quality and quantity of ammunition 
to be carried on the limber box and tumbrils, will ne - 
cessarlly come under our consideration ; indeed without 
some attention to these particulars, it will be impossible 
to determine what would be the best construction of 

•carriage of any kind. 

2nd, It will be our business to considex what is, in 
our opinion, the the best construction of carriages for a 
battering Iriiin of iron 18 and 24-pounders, Mortars 
and howitzers seem to be much out of^ use, and iron 
I 'i-poiuiders can linidly golpo under the denomination 
of battering guns, although they may be of use with an 
army for the defence of a camp: unless it shall be 
thought that long brass sixes or twelves would answgr 
the purpose equally well, and be much easier managed ; 
but this will be better discussed hereafter, when we have 
tried the different kind of guns. 

In considering the above subjects of our inquiry, I 
think it might be of use, when We meet, if the members 
of the Committee (who may choose it) were to give in 
their remarks in writing, of what has come under their 
own particular experience and observation ; keeping as 
dose to that as possibis, and avoiding all visionary dis^ 
quisitions ; the Committee can flien proceed to deliberate 
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upon each of the particulars* and adopt those opinions 
only which are approved of by the majority, assigning 
at the same time, their reasons for the furtner informa- 
tion and approval of the Commander in Chief and the 
Military Board. 

In discussing the differences of opinion concerning 
any pnrficular part of a carriage and limber, it may be 
necessary to make some experiments for our own satis- 
faction, and therefore it will be proper to address the 
Secretary of the Military Board, to obtain their autho- 
rity, for what materials or assistance \re may want for 
this purpose. 

The above being agreed to, the following letter was 
written to the Military Board, and their answer received. 

To Captain George Rabmsoti, Secretary to the 
Military Board. 

Slit, 

I am desired by the members of the Committee, or« 
dered by the Commander i^ Chief to take into consi- 
deration tlie proper construction of gun, carriages, &c. 
to address the Board through you, that we may obtain 
tbeir authority for what materials we may want from the 
arsenal, to make any experiments that may seem neces- 
sary, to ascertain the strength of that particular part 
of a carriage, concerning which we may be in doubt* 
Colonel Dcare has promised us any assistance we may 
want from the artificers in camp. 

1 have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant 
(Signed) D. WOODBURN, M^or, 

Campf Dum Dum, > President to the Ccmmttee* 
January 1793 . 3 
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ITa Major Wbodburn, PreisideHt of the Committee for 
inspecting and reporting upon the construction 
\ of Gun carriages. 

SlR| 

I have the honouri by direction of the Military Board, 
to furnisli ^ou with a copy of a resolution, passed this 

• day upon your letter of the 15th instant. * 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) G. ROBINSON, 
Acting Secretary, Military Board. 

Military Board Office, 1 
2ist January, 1793. j 

* Resolution of the Military Board, January, 1793. 

Agreed that the commissary of stores be directed to 
comply with the requisitions that may be made in wri'* 
ting by the Committee, fur any material they may re* 
quire from the arsenal ; reporting to this Board, from 
time to time, the articles Vfiich are supplied to them in 
consequence. 

(A true copy G. ROBINSON, 
Acting Secretary, Military Boaf^ 

Military Board Office, \ * 

21 st January, 1793. ) 

The Committee having met, and delivered their re* 
marks and observations on the defects of the carriages 
at present in use with the Bengal Artillery, and the im- 
provements which may be made in their future con- 
struction, are of opinion, — 

That the cariages of the 6-pounderB are much too 
heavy, and unwieldy m every ^respecl^ for field service ; 
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but the weight, and construction of the limber, is by far 
the most objectionable. 

The boxes of the elevating screws, hj; being sunk 
into the centre trunnions, weaken and shake them to 
pieces. 

The extcnllon of the pintle behind the axlctrce length- 
ens the. draft between the fore and hind wheels, about 
three feel, and the pintle, by not traversing, tears all the 
trail transoms to pieces iti travelling over rough ground. 
The height of the limber wheels throws the whole weight 
of the gull and its carriage back upon the hind axletree ; 
this not only increases the diificiilty of the draft, but 
renders it friMpienily impossible to turn the carriage 
withont iinlimberijig Uie gun. 

From these clrcuuieilances it was always impossible to 
keep up with the Infantry, in cases of emergency, 
which are the only Bituvitions where light guns can be 
of use. This happenetl frequently during the war; when 
the guns inourlcd on the Madras b*pounder cairiages, 
were not attended with the same difficulty. 

Hence the Committee have agreed, that the Madras 
expounder carriages and limbers ought to be adopted 
without hesitation; they had every advantage over ours 
iiT point of travelling, and none of them that we ever 
know of broke down. 

William Stephenson, head artificer, W'ho was with the 
army the whole war, says, that since he came round, he 
seemed the iron work of a Madras 6-pounder carri- 
age, that was burnt by accident in the arsenal; he has 
also the dimensions of the w^heels, cheeks, &c. and is 
othefwise well acquainted with the construction of gun 
carriages in general. The Committee therefore would 
be glad if the Board would order a 6-pouDder carri- 
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age of this construction to be made up, that they may 
be able the more easily to explain its particular advan- 
tages, and that it may serve as a model for making up 
others by, in case it should be approved of ; oi else a 
carriage may be sent from Fort Saint George for this 
purpose. They are of opinion that the limber box ought 
.not to hold above eighteen or twenty rounds, with |)oncb, 
portfires Sec. There ought also to be a till, or small divi- 
sion in the box, to keep spikes, prickers, and bitts, 
npurt from the ammunition, whicjji is not the case in the 
present boxes. Of the 1 8 or 20 rounds 6 ought to be 
grape; and the Committee are clearly of opinion, that 
the quantity or weight of the grape, should be nearly 
double the weight of the shot; and if the balls were 
ibiir ounces, and made of beaten, instead of cast iron, 
tlicy would be much superior for service, as has been 
proved by the best experiments. 

The boxes of the elevating screws may, Yi'ithout altera- 
tion, be easily made to work on an iron or brass plate, 
upon tlie surface of the traulom, without weakening it 
or taking it to pieces as at present. But when any new 
ones are to be made, the 'Comuiitfee would recommend 
that as a model, which is in use with his Majesty’s 3- 
pounders, bv which the screw is always kept perpendi- 
cular ; but this is by no means a matter of such impor- 
tance as to condemn our own, if they are properly fixed 
upon the surface of the centre transom. 

In regard 1o the ammunition tumbiil^ which are to 
attend the field pieces, the Committee are of opinion 
that those in use are too large, too high, and too heavy 
for the purpose. There are also no divisions in the fore 
and after parts of the b0x, to prevent the ammunition 
Irom being tossed and tumbled about, in travelling over 
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rough ground^ which is very dangerous; their height 
makes them top-heavy, and liable to be overset, and 
their size contains nearly twice the number of rounds 
allotted to them. The frame of the box seems not only 
superfluous, but forms a lodgement for the wa<er to get 
in at the sides, by which the lower tier of amniunitlun 
in wet weather was always damaged, in spite of the co- 
vers which go over it. 

In order to remedy those inconveniencics, the Com- 
mittee have made a tumbril which will carry with ease 
90 rounds of 12-poundGr ammunition, and 144 or 150 
of 6-pounder; the box is of teak plauk, one and a half 
inch thick, dovetailed and clamped at the angles; the 
seams of the sides and bottom rabitted and joined wiih 
cotton and glue, to keep out water; the top is covered 
with light canvas, well waxed, with u ruffle to carry the 
iiirater over tlie ledge of tlie lids : pitch alw^ays cracks the 
covers and ou^lit never to be used. The length of the 
box without is 4 feet 2 inches, breadth without 3 feet, 
height of the sides 15 ii.cl^jss, the front and rear eiiu;^ of 
the box have each three divisions, two of 13 inches wide, 
and one of 16, for the purpose of packing 6 or 12>poiiuucr 
round, and their grape which is of diflerent diaienbious^ 
and ought to be kept separate from the round to pre- 
vent confusion. This box is both strong and secure 
against accidents, either from rain, or 'from being blown 
up, or from oversetting on running over rough ground ; 
it is also conveniaU by being easily taken off the carnage^ 
to be put on hoard of ships or hoats^ or seewed vnder 
shades in the rainy kason^ which is not the case with the 
present in use, as was sufficiently experienced upon our 
embarking for Madras at the beginning of the war, and 
mmt always be attended with much inconvenience la 
sending tumbrils vp the country hg water* 
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There is a seat for the drireri which is very necessary, 
and the centre of the box's gravity may be placed so 
far behind th5 axletree, as to make allowances for the 
weight of him and his bundle. The wheels are those of 
the tumbrils now in use, only rounded off on the inside 
of the felloes, which without weakening gives them a 
much lighter appearance, and makes them less liable to 
be clogged in travelling over heavy ground. The step 
whicli is always subject to be broke or incumbered with 
baggage, is not wanted in the ne^w tumbrils ; a cover 
should be made use of like the present, but made of 
light canvas waxed. 

•Should the number of cattle in a cart or tumbril be 
above eight, it will be proper to put four in the pole 
yt)ke, otherwise in light airriages there can be no occa- 
sion for it. It is necessary to have a hook or eye to fix 
a drag rope to the end of the tumbril, in order to lower 
it down a declivity, besides the hook to the washers. The 
Board will also perceive the mode pioposed for greasing 
the wheels of heavy guns, exetnplified in the axletree of 
the tumbril, that has been made up for their inspection. 
The Committee have often had occasion to observe the 
defects of the present iron 18 and 24-pounder travelling* 
carriages; the chief of which is thelowneSS and nar- 
rowness of the carriage wheels: the great height of the 
limber ones, the projection of the pintle behind the 
axletree to make room for a large limber box, which is 
only an incumbrance with a heavy gun. Moreover, the 
projecting part of the limber behind^tbe axletree, will not 
bear the great force which must often be applied to it; 
those that were sent round were ail torn and twisted to 
pieces, and when they arrived at Bangalore, that part was 
obliged to be taken off, and the pintle fixed upon a bol- 
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Bter to the axletree as it ought to be. Bat the greatest 
inconvenience arose from the weight of the limber wheels, 
which throws the whole weight of the gun upon the 
hind axletreci and renders it almost immoveable^ as was 
often experienced during the war. It was also impossible 
to turn the carriage without taking a very long sweep. 

In order to remedy these inconvenieneiesj the chain 
traces w'ere carried back to the axletree of the gun 
carriage, where the greatest weight lay: this was found 
from trial to be of great advantage. The next experiment 
was to take away the high limber from a carriage that 
could not be got on, and try it with a low one, which 
always answered without any change of cattle. The 
next experiment was a double cap square,* which also 
had been tried in Europe, in order to divide the weighs 
between the two axletreea. 

Two of the improved carriages made at Bangalore, 
carried two o( Tippoo’s iron 24'pounders, which were 
remarkably heavy. These with very indifferent cattle, 
travelled full as well as aay of the light guns in the 
park. 

From the above facts it will be very easy to improve 
(he construction of the present carriages, and the Com- 
mittee propose to have an iron 18-pounder carriage 
made upon the following plan, for the inspection of the 
Board : — the wheels of the carriage to be 5 feet high with 
the present nave and axle; the felloes to be 6 inches 
broad by 5 deep, the idtier angles to be well rounded off 
to prevent the wheels from being clogged; the limber 
wheels to be 3 feet high, naves, axles, and felloes of the 
same dimensions with those of the carriage, in case they 
should be wanted in a battery^ to supply the place of. 


* Mow called tiaveUing tiunion holei. 
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^he others; the axletree to have iinch pins and washers, 
with hooks twice as strong as at present; the pintle to 
be fixed on a^bolster over the limber axle, just high 
enough to admit the wlicel, in turning, to go under the 
cheek of the carriage; the truniiion plate to be deep 
enough to admit j of the trunnion, the one for travelling 
to admit of J of it, and to be at such distance froiiilcentrc 
to centre, as to throw 5 of the wtiglit on the bolster; 
each end of the axletree, at tlie shoulder, to be a strong 
broad band or hoop, with an eye for linking the chuiu 
trace to; this trace, towards the gun, to be strong enough 
for the force of forty or fifty cattle, but gradually to di- 
miuish in thickness towards the leading yoke. Wlicro 
there are only four bullocks to pull upon it in tlic trace 
Of team, there ought to be a hook, or (S), to take off 
one hall or more of the cattlei in case of going over a 
narrow bank, or bund of a tank with short tiiinings. In 
battel Ing guns the bullocks ought to be four abreast, 
with yokes longer for large cattle than those that were 
in use with us in Mysore. • • ' 

As greasing the wheels of a heavy train is not only 
laborious and troublesome, but ulko a dangerous busi* 
ness on account of accidents, the Committee propose* 
that there may be a small plate on the up|lier side of 
the axletree arm, communicating with a bole from the 
shoulder of the axletree, into which oil, and grease may 
be poured at any time, without taking off the wheels. 
Tar ought never to be used, anSl is now exploded in 
Europe, as it forms a hard pitchy^substance that clogs 
the wheels and occasions a great deal of friction. 

It were also to be wished that either Mr. Toppin’s or 
Mr. Taylor’s contrivance for elevating battering guns 
were adopted. This would enable an officer to lay a gun 
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vith more expedition and certainly, and prevent the 
exposure of two men who are obliged to elevate the 
piece with handspikes.* -i 

These are the principal improvements that have claim- 
ed the attention of the Committee in marching with 
heavy guns. Should the Board be pleased to give 
ordersYor the contractor to make up an iron 18 -pounder 
carriage, recommended by the Committee, they will be 
happy to superintend the doing of it, for their own sa- 
tisfaction, and that of the Board. Wm. Stephenson 
may be employed to advantage, in making up a carriage 
of the above construction, as he is well acquainted with 
the practice upon which it is recommended. Oreat 
pains must be taken, in making the iron axletree, for un* 
less the iron is well wrought it cannot be depended on. 

In regard to the carriage of military stores, such as 
balled ammunition, powder, shot, shells, intrenching 
tools &c, the balled ammunition ought to be packed in 
square boxes, like those at present in use at the upper 
stations. These boxes am not so liable to be broken as 
banels are, and the ammunition is easily packed in them, 
and better preserved.* They may be made of any kind of 
^wood, at little expense, wbUe they answer equally well 
lobe carried- on bullocks or put upon carta: indeed ex- 
cepting the proportion of ammunition that attends a 
battalioDj the Committee are of opinion that the whole 
Magazine of military stores would be safer, and easier 
conveyed on carts than by bullocks. These carts ought 
to be of the same ligh^ and simple construction as the 
Madras bandies, with a ledge round the platform of about 
aix inches deep; the carts to answer for either two or 

* Can any of yoasreadeisJnfiom yon, Mr. Editor, what wen tlieie 
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four bullocks as occasion may require. These it will be 
found can travel in a line by themselves, on the flank 
of the army, omd the people attending them, can always 
assist those in distress; the commissaries and conduc- 
tors, upon coming to the ground, will then be able to 
make an accurate report of what is wanting; whereas 
this is impossible when the stores are carried on bullocks^ 
mixed with the baggage and scattered among the jungles, 
m \oas ojteitf if not always, the cane during the war. 
Besides, there is always a great demand for carriage cat- 
tle in the grain and other departments, wliere carts can- 
not be used ; and if it can be shewn that military stores 
are better conveyed on carts, and with at least one half 
of the cattle, it will certainly be a siifHcient recommenda- 
Ipion of this mode of conveyance in their favour.'* 

We come now to consider the nature of guns ; and if 
the question involved nothing more than the most easy 
management and expeditious movement of light or hea- 
vy field pieces, tlie Committee could not hesitate a mo- 
ment which to prefer, as theWUperiority of the first in 
these instances must be obvious to every one. But the 
peculiar service in India requiring*the longest ranges of 
the several field calibres, beyond every other consi* 
deration, renders this a question of most seribus deliber- 
ation: and the more so from the unsettled opinions of 
professional men, which of the two constructions, the 
long and heavy, or short and light, is most likely to 
obtain this end. * ^ 

Ever since the introduction oC light field pieces, it 
has been maintained by one party and denied by ano- 
tlier, that long guns carry considerably farther than short 
ones of the same calibr# ; and to this maxim of the su- 


*See Article II, No. IV, of the preseat work. Ed. 
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perior range of long gnns, from their length, is joined 
the theory of M. Belidor, that they carry farther from 
their wight, as a heavy gun having less recoil than a 
light one, it becomes a reaction to a great part of the in- 
flamed powder, which having struck on its breech, re- 
turns and augments the force of that part of the inflam- 
ed charge which impels the ball. 

Opposed to these principles are actual experiments; 
and the theory of M. Belidor is combatted by M. 
Bezout. Our neighbours abroad, and Mr. Hutton at 
home, have found from repeated experiments, that long 
field pieces of the same calibre, have very little advan- 
tage of range over the short, from their length; and M. 
Bezout proves that they liave none from their weight : 
for, ill his course of mathematics, it is demoiistratedi 
that if two guns were made of equal length, but one of 
them a third less, as to weight, and the lighter loaded 
with as great a chaige as the heavier, that their ranges 
would be of equal distance, and that the lightness of 
the piece does not dimioisb the velocity of the ball. 
Yet notwithstanding the reasoning and experience of 
such able men, invetemte habits, and the fashion of the 
present day, keep the question in suspense. The Com- 
mittee can'go so far to fix the question, as to declare, 
that from their own experience they find the latter doc- 
trine just: for at Dum Dum in 1787, a course of expe- 
riments, as recommended by Mr. Muller in his Artillery, 
were made with a long heavy brass 6-pounder cast on 
purpose, weigUng lOcwt. 241b. After a certain number 
of rounds were fired, a part of the gun, equal to its dia- 
meter, was cut off, and the same number of rounds fired 
with the diminished length. The gun was thusdimi- 
lushed, diameter by diameteri and fired until it became 
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BO light as to weigh no more than 3cwt. 3qrs. 21b. the 
result was as follows: — 

That of thf| first siateen lengths, the 7tb carried the 
farthest, throwing die ball to the distance of 2305 yards 
on a medium, the gun weighing 8cwt. 2qrs. 201b. 

That at the fourteenth length it threw the ball to the 
distance of 2098 yards on a medium, the gun weighing 
6cwt. 1-qr. 31b. this is about the weight of the clumsy 
6-pounder cast in the country and in present use. 

That at the J 7th length it threw the ball to the dis- 
tance of 2106 yards on a medium, the gun weighing 
4cwt. 3cirs. 23 Lb. this is about the weight of the 6-pnun- 
der cast in Europe, and formerly in use in this country. 

That every other length below the 1 7 til, threw shorter. 
• Hence it appears that the six first lengths, though 
longer and beavier, did not throw the shot so far; 
and that the 7th length (the best of the first sixteen) 
though much longer than the 17th, and nearly twice as 
heavy, did not exceed it above 199 yards m the extreme 
range. , • • 

Again, at DumDumin 1793, a course of experiments 
were made with his Majesty’s long, and the Company’s 
short 3-pounders, both made in Europe. The long gu« 
measured in length of bore 5 feet 3 inches Is the weight 
was 6cwt. Oqr. 81b. The shorter was in length of bore 
3 feet 4 inches, weight 3cwt. 3qrs. nearly as light again ; 
the diameter of the bore was nearly alike in both. 
When those guns were fired with a charge of 11b. 4oz. 
and thirty minutes elevation, the long gun gave a range 
of 1734 yards on a medium, the short gun gave a range 
of 1644 yards "on a medium, the difference in favour of 
the long gun was 90 yaitls. 

VoL III. o * 
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When they were fired with a charge of lib. 8oz. 
at fifteen minutes elevation, the long gun gave a range 
of 1 677 yards on a medium, the short gun^gave a range 
of 1602 yards on a medium : the difference in &vour of 
the long gun was 76 yards. 

The first grazes of both guns were nearly alike in 
these charges. 

It is to be noted, that when either guns were loaded 
with Ub. 8oz. (or half the wdght of the shot), it threw 
shor/er than when loaded with a less charge, viz. lib. 
4oz. Now as the ammunition which accompanied the 
King's gun from Woolwich, has no higher weight than 
lib. 4oz. in any of the cartridges, or marked in any of 
the lists pasted on the inside of the ammunition boxes, 
it is to be presumed, that they experienced this remark- 
able circumstance at home, and accordingly fixed on 
the lib. 4oz. for the fittest charge. 

This is an invincible argument against the introduc- 
tion of heavy guns; for the reason, among other bad 
ones, fur the great surcharge of metal is to render them 
strong enough to bear a larger charge; but the experi- 
ments above recited, shew that a quantity of powder, 
beyond a certain measure, by increasing the velocity 
of the ball, increases also the resistance of the air, and 
the heavy gun which discharges a shot under these 
circumstances gains nothing but a shortened range, and 
unmanageable weight. 

The Committee from the above premises, do not he- 
sitate to recommend the light and short field pieces, such 
as were formerly in use, weighing 4cwt. 21b. of Euro- 
pean manufacture, in preference to long and heavy ones 
of the same calibre. They see nothing to recommend the 
latter guns, but the solitary advantage of about 200 
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yards of increase in fhe range for a 6-poimder| and 90 
yards for a 3-pounder; and as the uncertainty of strik- 
ing BO smallfui olgect as a line of men presents, at the 
distance of a mile and upwards, is so very great, this 
advantage at best is but random, and surely considera- 
bly overbalanced by the unwieldiness of the piece, 

, the tardiness of its movements, and the expenfe of ad- 
ditional lascars for its service and cattle for its draft. 

As the Committee have thus decided on the general 
question, that short and light field pieces are best adopt- 
ed to the service, it remains, to determine the particnlar 
question, whether 3-poanders or 6-poundcrs of this con- 
struction be the most advantageous. 

A 3-pounder has pre-enunenr^e over all other field 
•pieces, for facility in manoeuvre and economy in the 
ammunition and draft. But the Committee, keeping 
the nature of the service in India stedfastly in view, see 
these profitable qualities rendered of no avail by many 
essential defects; for they find the range of a 3-pounder, 
long or short, to be less tlian*4Be distance which the ene- 
my, (who generally has the choice of battle), clioses to 
engage from; so that an* establishment of such guns 
would lumber the army with a train they could nev^r 
bring into action. The momentum of a 3-p0iiiKler ball is 
so little after the first 1000 yards, that almost every stone 
or stomp of a root (which a large ball would dash to 
pieces), will impede its progress or deflect its direction; 
it also requires a quicker sight (ban most men have, and 
a clear horizon, to see the graze of a 3-pounder ball at 
any considerable distance, the gunner therefore can 
seldom correct his aim. 

The last argument im derived from the constitution of 
mind in the enemy we liave tb encounter. It is well 
g2 
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known to every officer conversant with the natives of this 
country, that in relation to guns and shoti they estimate 
danger hy size and weight; and a ball of larger diametert 
by its hollow percussion of the air, and the dust it 
raises in its approach, is not only dreadful where it falls, 
but terrible to a distance ; whilst a 3-p^ander ball, 
though as sure to destroy as a heavy shot, yet, passing 
along, hardly seen and scarcely heard, is little regard- 
ed but at the very place it strikes. 

The Committee taking these reasons into considera- 
tion, recommend the light 6-pounder to be the establish- 
ed caliber for the battalion guns, as the most advanta* 
geous of the two. 

They also recommend the total abolition of 12-poun- 
ders, as field pieces, attached to corps in the line, from ' 
their unmanageable weight, and the great expense 
of their ammunition and draft; but as our camps are 
liable to be insulted by the enemy, who bring down 
large calibers, and are thereby enabled to cannonade from 
a great distance, they think it necessary that a certain 
number of 12-pounders should be in the park, to be 
drawn out on such occasion. And their choice falls on 
itiis caliber in preference to larger, on principles of eco- 
nomy and equal effect ; as its range is known to be little 
short of our 18-pounder, and the expense of its charge, 
taking every thing in, not more than half. They further 
recommend that these gjuns be iron, and carron-made, as 
they may be us^d in batteries to take off defences, and run 
no risk of being spoiled by constant firing. With re- 
spect to battering guns, the Committee are decidedly of 
opinion, that none but iron 18-pounders, carron-made^ 
should be ever brought into the tfeld : for the momentum 
of an iron 18-pounder sho^ is sure and expeditious 
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€nough to bring down the strongest wall, and the saving 
in ammunition between this and higher cilibcrs is very 
great, not tO|mention their advantage in inarching. 

It does not appear that there are any of the new car- 
ron-cast guns, ^olid-bored, and turned on the same cen- 
tre in Fort William, wliich is a serious circumstance in 
.case of service; as the Committee, from what they have 
seen of the iron guns in garrison, arc far from having a 
llivoiirable opinion of them. Many of them are old guns, 
very rough, with a groat deal of windage, coiiseqiie.nlly 
uncertain in the direction of the *shot, and the metal is 
not to be depended upon in case of much firing. It 
were therefore to be wished that we had, as they have 
at Madras, a number of new* canon 12 and 18-poun- 
•ders that might be depended upon, in case of service. 
This much the Committee conceives to ho their duty, as 
professional men, to point out to the Hoard, and they 
hope it will not be deemed iiiipertinent or oflicious, be- 
cause the order appointing them to sit, dDes not parti- 
cularly direct them to give am opinion concerning the 
nature of guns. 
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ARTICLE III. 

Semarks upon the Jbrtrets of Allpgurh, 

% * 

To the Editor of the Military Repository, 

My dear sir, 

A stay of a few days at Allygurb, has enabled me to 
carry into effect a project, long in contemplation, rela- 
tive to the revetement, or, rather, demi-revetements in 
this fortress. The mere appearance of the profile would 
have convinced me at first sight, of the total impracti- 
cability of the revetemeut being sufficient to sustain so 
lai^e a mass of eardi ; but had not my stay been much 
longer than I bad at first expected, 1 should probably 
not have been Jied into the following calculations which 
will, I trust, prove satisfactory, and evince, to a certain 
degree, how, not only Cht. laws of gravity and theory 
of revetements have been violated, but that the simple 
action of earth to find its natural slope, and when im- 
peded, to exert a power in proportion to its solidity 
in finding tliat slope, has been rejected, or forgotten. 
To illustrate this I beg leave to forward a few sections 
of the profile of the rampart. (See Plate 19). No. J. 
shews the rampart with the parapet as it formerly stood; 
the latter, however, having been thrown into the ditch to 
lessen in a small degree the weight and pressure on the 
rc vetement, has been added in dotted lines to my section* 
merely to shew the actual state of things as they for- 
merly existed. In case the Jimtosions of this parapet 
ehould be in any way inGorrect;i I have not admitted 
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it into the calculation S| but have confined myself to a 
simple inquiry into the stability of tlie revetenient as it 
stands at prcs|piit. 

It is a matter of the greatest surprise to me, how the 
masonry could have supported this mass of earth, in a 
proportion of nearly 7 to 1, for so long a period ; with 
merely a berfti of 2 feet, and every thing promoting to 
bring the centre of gravity near the masonry as pos- 
sible. When we took the fort from the Mahrattas, the 
rampart was surrounded hy a faussebniye having a loop 
holed wall in front, and consequently was considerably in 
the rear of the revetenient. To this circumstance alone I 
attribute the stability oi the masonry. It appears, how** 
ever, on our taking possession of the fort, that the re- 
snoval of this faussebraye was considered necessary, and 
Government was at a considerable expense in moving 
earth to form a rampart, as per section, leaving a berm, 
os I said before, of two feet, and forming a parapet at 
its summit, adding at least 60 ftirperficia.1 feet to the ad- 
ditional press of earth c;iused Jby the projection of the 
tampart on tiie masonry. 

Agreeable to Vauban, whose authority will be deemed 
conclusive, and whose experience on these matters, isji 
suflicient guarantee for their durability, “ The base of a 
partial or demi-revetement, including counter-forts, is to 
be equal to that of a full revetement calculated for a profile 
of the same height and scarp.” Allowing therefore that 
the revetement of the present profile was 20 feet, agree- 
able to the above scale we should have (he width at the 
base 13 feet 4 inches, and at the top 9 feet 4 inches, with a 
mean breadth 1 1 feet 2 inches, together with counter-forts 
10 feet long, 6 feet wide, if rectangular, otherwise 6 feet 
at root, and 4 feet wide at tail, which he proves sufficient 
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to support a weight of earth pressing against it in the 
proportion of 40*85 to lUOnearlyi or as 1 to % the nia* 
Bonry having a slope to the front of \ of i^s height. In 
our present figure we have areveteroent containing IGO 
superficial feet, supporting a mass of earth equal to no 
less than 710*01, or as (sect.l,) a b d m. to the right 
angled triangle a n e. nearly, with merely' a slope of 
in front, and not a counter^fo^i ! 

Allowing even that the old hypothesis, that earth 
of common tenacity supports itself at an angle equal 
to its height,” is untrue, and that, with Colonel 
Pasley, the irregular figure a g h c. instead of 
acting with the body of earth g b d f h. in over* 
throwing the revetement, acts as a wedge or fulcrum 
to the base of the masonry, described by the right 
angled triangle mag.; allowing this to be the case, 

. there will he a mass of earth g b d f h. containing 
468.10 superficial feet, acting, in opposition to a g h 
e. with a vefy great tendency forwaid, the masonry in 
that case being ns 126*25 .to 226*19; allowing for a de- 
duction from the whole body g b d f h. equal in so- 
lidity to a g h e. to balance the same. As however the 
whole mass g b d f h. is supposed to act in a body 
with a latqra! and partly vertical pressure on the ma- 
sonry m g b d. which is united en masse with the tri- 
angle at the base, we cannot deduct any portion in 
opposition to the fulcrum a g h e, which acts almost 
perpendicularly, though in an oblique direction on the 
base ma. resisting on account of its foundation, any ten- 
dency to move forwards. Therefore the irregular figure 
m g b d. will actually have to support the whole mass 
g b d f h. or 46810, a pressure pf 4 to 1 nearly. Again, 
it must appear evident on referring to tlie section^ 
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and agreeable to the above hypothesis, that the masonry 
of the reveteinent has to support a body of earth equal to 
the whole tpangle a n e. as the difference between the 
two small triangles d p b. and p n f. is inconsidera- 
ble. The supposition entertained that the right angled 
triangle d p b. acts as a support to the masonry in a 
verticiil dirdbtion, is as erroneous, 1 conceive, aS the pos- 
sibility of deducting an equal portion of earth from the 
mass g b d f h. to counterbalance the effects of the 
tnipezoid a g h e ; for in both cases it is a mere par- 
ticle of a body, tending either vertically or obliquely to 
the ground or level, and consequently must act as the 
superior or overwhelming force directs. The triangle d 
p b. although not acting in a lateral direction to over- 
throw the revetement, still adds weight equal to its di- 
mensions in the full : this 1 trust will be sufficiently clear. 
Moreover, in a very tenacious soil, or what would stand 
at 60^ (whereby the angle m g a. would become very a- 
cute,) I consider that the weight of eartli acting against 
the masonry in oppositipn^to the prop a g h e. would 
carry the revetement into the ditch, bearing down the 
triangle m a g. at the base withrit* 

This must lake place, agreeable to a proposition on 
which the theory of walls has been founded, viz ; that 
the wall is supposed to be one single stone, so that if a 
sufficient power were to be applied it would break off 
at the* root’^ and as I believe all mathematical calcula- 
tions and theories laid dowd, are founded on this hy- 
pothesis, should experience and ocular demonstration 
point out to the contrary, their whole weight must fall 
to the ground. The very first supposition in the theory 
of revetement seems* to be perfectly erroneous, and the 
^postulate above mentioned is more so, as there is little 
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pOBubiUty of the masonry of a reyetement ever obtaining 
the consistency of a ungle stone. A theoiy founded on 
these two hypotheses, can prove of little us^ and as Co- 
lonel Pasley observes, " mast be looked upon as mere 
speculation, on which no reliance could be placed in 
practise.” 

In the> commencement of my letter I mentioned the 
existence of a faussebraye round the rampart, at the time 
that we took possession of the fort, what were the di- 
mensions of this work I am notable to say. We will, for 
sake of experiment, sdy about 16 feet from the rear of 
the revetement, at the point o. Sect. 1. Now supposing 
this point terminated the exterior slope, according to 
our present theory, there would be merely the right 
angled triangle g b o. having a tendency to overthrow 
the masonry with exactly the original trapezoid a g h 
e. acting in opposition, and sustaining the base of the 
revetement, which, weak as it is, and unsupported 
throughout with counter-forts, would, I conceive, have 
remained entire and uninjn|pd| had tlie profile remained 
in its former state. 

The proposition laidM down by Colonel Pasley, viz. 
that the figures a g h e. and g n h. act towards one 
another in tl^e same manner as a pair of scales, and 
that the stability of ,the masonry is as the weight of 
earth in the trapezoid a g h e. in proportion to the 
upper portion, is, I think, most happily substantiated, in 
a great degree, by the section 2 of the rampart before 
us. The dotteddine 1 k. represents the slope formed by 
the sinking of the revethment, the upper part of which 
is pushed forward into the ditch, by the excess of weight 
pressing on it. A direct line 1 k« will be nearly if not 
parallel to m b. the line separation between the two 
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opposing masses. As however the tenacity of the soil 
of which the rampart is composed^ is much greater than 
the prelimin^ hypothesis allows, the line m h. would 
probably be at an angle in k. the irregular figure a o k h. 
would be therefore opposed to the mass o b d f k. and, 
as is proved by the figure, the lower portion of the re* 
vetement mdo. has remained in a state of rest, whilst the 
upper part has been impelled forward into the ditch. Still 
the weakncso niid unstable profile of tliis work will hardly 
be received as a proof of the above theory ; as many 
other latent causes, either in budfness ot masonry, mor- 
tar, and most probably the action of the saltpetre (with 
which the earth is impregnated) on the cement, may 
have added most principally to the fracture at the point 
w. instead of having torn the whole revetenient from 
the foundation. Many instances have occurred, similar 
to the above, of reveted works having given way, chief- 
ly owing to the foundation being laid on a bad soil. This 
I believe to be the case at Allygurh, though the immense 
weight of ramjiart is 8uflici|pjt to warrant the accident; 
it would however be advisable to be satisfied on tliis 
point, previous to the commeuegment of a new revete- 
nirnt. 

Having endeavoured to prove the present instability 
and weak profile of the revetemeut in question, which I 
trust will be acceded to, I now come to the proposed 
alteration, formed on the simple plan of the old fort 
with its faussebraye. Sects. 2 and 3. will explain what is 
meant, without entering further into ffie subject; and 
either of which, if adopted, woufil remedy every existing 
defect, and prove at the same time, an inconsiderable 
expense to government. My wish to render tliis altera- 
tion as cheap as possible, has prevented my making any 
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attempt at new modelling the revetement : although it 
would be as well to add counter-forts, where the ma- 
sonry has actually given way, 4 feet length, and 4 feet 
breadth; or in lieu of these, a counterslope of or 
with the foundation projecting at least H feet in front : 
ibis addition would I think be of service in supporting 
the whole of the masonry on that face. Sects. 3 and 4, 
(See Plate 20) appear to me to be the only reasonable 
method of removing the defects of this revcteinent, but as 
the interior of the place will be diminished,* neatly 20 
feet on each side, considerable defects aiise even from 
this, which, however, are trifling in comparison with 
the expense and trouble arising from continual repairs 
required by the giving way of the masonry. The breadth 
of the rampart could not be diminished with any pro- 
priety, as the terre-plein in that case would become too 
contracted* 

As rain and moisture of any sort have a very great 
tendency to oVerthrow the strongest works, if allowed 
to settle at any point, Z should recommend the terre- 
pleiii of the rampart to have the usual slope, and not to 
be left horizontal as at present, and the fanssebraye or 
bprm d o. to have drains with their mouths about 5 feet 
in the rear of the revetement, built of strong pucka work, 
and passing in an oblique direction x z. (Sect. 4,) through 
the revetement. This would add in a small degree to the 
strength of revetements without counter-forts, and would 
also destroy all ill eflectfi likely to arise from water con- 
centrating on life berm. 

Sect. 4. possesses an advantage over Sect. 3, by hav- 
ing a counterslope of or which eflects an increase of 

The interior area of the bastioiw will be diminished in a much 
grtater propwlion, of contae. * 
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fulcruiii, and a considerable diminution in the opposing 
triangle b g o.* A small parapet on the crest of the re- 
Yetement woujd rather increase the stability, and would 
also afford cover to troops daring a siege. The princi* 
cipal defect in«a faussebraye being counterbalanced by 
the low angle of the slope, h o. which being unreveted 
and at its ns&ural slope, would withstand the cKFects of 
shot for a considerable time without choking up the 
faussebraye. 

The above remarks I trust to be well founded, and 
hope that you will make whatever use you please of 
them, altering them to any form tliat you may think 
better adopted to clearness and perspicuity. The mea- 
surements of the slopes were taken with a common 
plummet and string attached to a rod divided into feet 
and inches, and a simple 2 feet rule, which will be a 
sufficient apology for any small error tliat may be dis- 
covered in the Sections. 

Vours, 

Alh/gtirhf C. 

Jpril Utk, 1824. ) 


It is with extraordinary gratification that we give 
place in our pages to the communication of C. and 
justly may the Professors of Addiscombedake pride to 
themselves in having sent to us such a pupil ; for our 
correspondent joined the Bengal Artillery from that 
seminary. ^ 

We applaud the professional 4Eeal which has drawn 
forth tlie present letter, and admire the science which 
the writer has displayed ; these must lead the individual 


* On the fiuppoflition that connteis^brte are not iued!l 
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on to an honourable and distinppiidied career in his pro* 
fession, which we earnestly trust he will long enjoy. 

We feel it incumbent on ourselves, however, to offer a 
few observations on the present occasion ; these will, we 
trust, shew the necessity of attending to localities in 
the adoption of European theories in India, and they will 
we hope he in aid of our arguments offered in No. Ill 
of our Repository, Article II, as to the advantages of 
having officers who have served in India, at tlie Military 
Seminary of Addiscombe. 

Our observations will be offered in as brief a space 

as possible. In the upper provinces of Hindoostan, the 

almost general use of uuburnt earth and brick, in the 
construction of walls, whether for domestic uses or for 
fortresses, and the amazing solidity of these walls, can 
hardly have escaped the notice of our intelligent cor- 
respondent. 

We have seen many interior walls of Officer’s bunga- 
lows, of only 2 feet in thickness, (sometimes only 18 
inches), raised, of vnhurnt tiick laid in mud, to the height 
of 45 and even 50 feet. Yet, though built of these 
humble materials, their solidity and tenacity is such, 
that large openings for doors, or other purposes, may 
at any time^he cut through them, without any appre- 
hension as to the stability of the superstructure. 

We recollect at Mutra in 1810, the walls of the de- 
seited bungalows of the Officers of His Majesty's 17th 
regiment were standing without any roof upon them 
during a whole^ rainy season. All attempts to separate 
whole bricks from tliese walls were unsuccessful ; though 
built with unburnt bricks laid in mud, each wall was 
one compact solid. 
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Some of these deserted widls were roofed in a second 
time, and though large orifices had been left in ihemt 
from whence door frames had been removed, and other 
door ways were made by Uie new possessors, by catting 
through the solid walls, without the precaution of turn* 
ing an arch over the openings ; yet we cannot recollect 
an instance m which any failure of the walls •ccurred 
in supporting the roofs placed upon them. 

The heavy rains made very little impression on tlie 
uncovered walls, and we believe no walls fell during the 
first year, though they were gradually thinned, by tlie 

rain beating ou tlie monsoon side and dissolving a por- 
tion of their thickness. The theories of the pressure 
of earth, and of the necessary resistances to be oppo* 
•sed to this pressure, wlien employed in military works 
in Europe, can only he applicable here with certain 
modifications, and with due attention to localities. 

Tile native fortresses of the upper parts of Hindoo* 
stall are built in a rude kind of Pis^;” the small slope 
of the profile of their high u^Us and bastions would as- 
tonish the srirtt^l/ic Einvitcan Etfgineer ; and he might 
i'f:udily suppose that a few rouiyls from the breaching 
battery would crumble them to dust, fill up the dit^, 
and render the assault cumparatively easy.. 

Nice calculations have been formed from data, obtained 
from actual experiment, as to the quantity of pressure 
which a square inch of wood, brick, stone, cast iron &c. 
will bear before their integral parts are crumbled; but 
these calculations will not apply in direct ratio, when the 
bearing superficies is extended.* A brick of 12 inches 
by 6, will bear at least 100 times a greater weight than 
one square inch of th^ same substance exposed to pres- 
eure; whereas the calculation furnished from expeii* 
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ment made upon the single square inch superficicfSi 
would only allow of the brick bearing 72 times the 
load. Let any one try the experiment and convince 
himself. 

But the above remark does not apply altogether to 
the present questioni we are merely speaking of cer- 
tain materials employed in a certain clrmate. The 

£n Pis£’’ mode of building has been introduced into 
England, in a scientific manner from Italy. The stabi- 
lity of the unburnt earth buildings, if the walls were 
carried to any great height in England, we much doubt : 
the first severe frost and its successive thaw, would un- 
doubtedly afiect them. But here we have no frost to 
dread, and the compactness of the soil is such, that the 
rain only penetrates an inch or so below the surface, 
in situations where the water is speedily drained off. 
We speak from fact; almost every flat roofed native 
building in the upper provinces, and many European 
houses, have Only a compact fnud roof\* laid as bori- 
sontal as possible. Yet, if well made, these roofs seldom 
leak, nor is any dampness perceptible in the ceiling after 
the most heavy rains. ^ 

^Here, again, we must differ from our friend C. in his 
opinion that /he terrc-plein of the rampart of Allygiirb 
should have the usual slope. In our opinion the En- 
gineer was right in making it flat ; and that it should 
be as horizontally flat as possible, we consider essential 
to its durability; unless the surface is protected by 
masonry, from the effect of the heavy rains : for, it is 
well known that if a ibud roof is made with an incli- 
nation to the horizon, with an idea of throwing the rain 

* A composition of clay, cow-dung, and chopped straw or Bhoosey, 
is generally used. « 
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off more speedily, the inhabitants of the building are 
liable to be soaked through in the rainy season. 

We will conclude our remarks however by observing, 
that all we have said does not in the least weaken the 
exposition of our correspondent, with regard to the 
revetement or demi-revetement of Allygiirh. Th^ fort 
of Allygurh stands low, and, as far as we remember, the 
ditch has water in it nearly all the year round. 

Here is a situation therefore in wliich the solidity of 
an Indian made cntc/ia wall is of no avail. The con* 
slant moisture imbibed by the ramparts from the wet 
ditch will totally prevent the induration of the soil, and 
the pressure must be resisted by the application of the 
Rcie^itific rules which our correspondent C. has so clear* 
ly and judiciously explained. 

But with regard to ramparts above the level of direct 
moisture, our observations apply, and we feel assured 
that they will receive the due attention which they 
require. • i • 

We trust that our intention in offering these obser- 
vations will be properly understood* by our esteemed 
correspondent, whose further communications on pro* 
fessional subjects we earnestly solicit. En. • 


VoLlfl. 


H 
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ARTICLE IV. 

Cohnd Skeene's Instructions for Cavafrtf DrifL 

To the Editor of the Miliian/ Tleposilorjf. 

Sir, 

Having orouglit *with me, from England, a copy of 
an excellent little work, written by the late unfortunate 
Colonel Sksene, entitled, Progressive Military 
Instructions for forming men and horses in 

THE RUDIMENTS OF CAVALRY SERVICE/* d W9Tk 

which has been held in great esteem in Eiiv^land, I 
feel that I am only fulfilling my duty to this service, 
by forwarding the work to you, in hopes that you will 
reprint the^same in llie Military Repository. 

Captain Skeene Riding-master of the depot at 
Maidstone: under his superin tendance, nearly the whole 
of the cavalry reervits, who joined the armies in the late 
glorious operations in the Peninsular and on the Couti- 
nent, were trained. 

At thp return of peace. Captain Skeene was offered 
the command of a regiment of Lancers in the service of 
the Spanish Independants, in South America, and un- 
fortunately for himSelf and his family he accepted the 
appointment. 

He sailed from*England in November 1817, in the 
Indian, a fine vessel, completely equipped, and having 
on board a number of distiaguished officers, embarked 
in the same cause, *with complete equipments for seve- 
rJ corps of cavalry. 
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The day after the Indian Bailed^ a violent gale swept 
to destruction a number of vessels in the British Chan- 
nel. The Indian was driven on the coast of France, 
and every soul on board perished. Such was the fate 
of the meritorious individual, whose admired mode of 
instructing the cavalry recruit, is detailed in lift follow* 
ing pages. 

I am Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

A.Z. 
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TO 

FIELD MARSHAL 

HIS ROTAli HIGHNESS 

' • 

THE DUKE OF YORK, 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF H18 MAJESTY*S YORCES. 


4rc- ^c. 


Sir, 

YOUR Royal Highness having condescended to 
honor this small Book of Instruction with your sanc- 
tion, is a further proof that your Royal Highness is 
at all times graciously pjie|jeused to bestow approbation 
on those who exert themselves 'for the good of the 
Service. 

^ Although conscious of being unequal to the task of 
offering this^BooK to the Public, yet 1 hope, that at a 
future period, your Royal Highness will find the 
Service has derived some advantage from it. If so, I 
shall ever feel the highest gratification. 

I have the honor to be, with sentiments of the .high- 
est respect, « 

SIR,’ 

Your Royal Highness’s 
Most devoted, and 

ft 

Mqjst humble servant, 

ROBERT SERENE. 
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PREFACE, 


THE situation in which the author has been placed 
for many yeurs^ has given him a greater opportunity of 
ascertaining tlie effectual mode of Instructioni for form- 
ing men and horses for cavalry service, than probably 
falls to the lot of any individual in this country : with 
the utmost attention, he has selected simple, and expe- 
ditious methods, which have given general satisfaction; 
jthose found to succeed, have no pretensions to high 
manege, but arc entirely confined to what is conceived, 
a man and horse should be perfected in, previous to 
their joining squadron. 

These methods are formed into easy pfogressive les- 
sons, which, if strictly adhere^ jto, will be found to pro- 
duce the desired effect. 

Tile author takes the liberty of recommending the 
same to tliose employed in the riding department, av 
RUving them, it is not from vanity be has* made them 
public, but from a real desire of assistin^^^n lyriiiging 
that important concern to a uniform system, which will 
enable those employed, to discharge this arduous duty 
with satisfaction; as well as iilsure all recruits, and 
horses, to be unilbruily trmned for squadron, and ren- 
dered capable of receiving further instruction (cither in 
the riding house or field) that may lend to accomplish 
a higher state of discipline: which is presumed, will 
prove beneficial to the cavalry scflrvice. 
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PnOGRESSIVE 

MILITARY INSTRUCTIONS, 

- ^e. Ifc. tfc. 


PART I. 

f 

INSTRUCTION OF THE RECRUIT. 


Position previous to Mounting* 

THE Recruit to be placed on foot, upright, with hia 
heels touetlier, in line with his horse's fore feet, and 
close to his shoulder ; his right hand to the* bridle rein^ 
his left arm straight, having a switch in that hand. 

MOUNTING. ■ 

Words of Commaiid. 

Prepare to Mount , — Motion lat- Face to the riorht 
on the left heel, taking the centre of the rein with the 
fore linger afid thumb of the right hand, placing the 
little finger of the left between, resting both hands on 
the horse’s withers •, the right one uppermost. 

Slid. With thjj right hand carefully draw the rein up- 
wards through the left,, till the horse’s mouth is lightly 
felt, then let the spare part of the rein fall on the off 
side of his neck, and with the right hand put a lock of 


* SaaSe, 
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mane inli the left; raising the right elbow the h;.ight of 
tlie shoulder. 

3rd. With an upright body* make a half face to the 
right; on the left heel; drawing the right foot back 
four inches; at the same time with the right hand take 
the stirrup leather close to the iron, left foot in the 
slirrup; and right hand to the caritie of the saddle. 

MowiL — Ist. Give a short spring on the right toe, 
bearing well on the mane, and cantle of the saddle ; 
quickly rise upright in the stirrup, with the heels toge* 
tlier and body erect.t • 

2ad. With the body well back, raise the leg suffici- 
ently to clear the horse's croup, and get square into the 
saddle, quitting the mane, and the right arm straight, 
with that hand behind the thigh.j: 

RECOVER SWITCH. 

1st. With the right baud close over the left, lake 
bold of the switch. 

. » ■ 

* With a funned ilrap;!joD, of coarse these three motions may be 

» 

done ns qiiich as pussihlo. 

If the carbine is on ih*^ Hvrivcl,it most he put over the bend of the 
saddle, (muzzle doYvnward,) on the stirrup beiu-^ fukoii. 

t In the act of rising in the stirrup, the mine slmiild be kept fust; 
as letting it slip, and bearing on the rein alone, \\-oii1d not only dis- 
tnrb the horse, but might occasion an accident, by pulling him back- 
ward. 

m 

* After a little practice, the man will not bo required to remain 
ttuiiding in the stirrup, but the instant he finds His knees straight, get 
qiii' kly into tlie saddle. 

To rts^ilrt his coming in lightly, he should bring his right hand from 
tlic cnntle, to the pommel^ and on the scat being gained, removed be«- 
hind the thigh. 
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2nd. Bring it perpendicular, in front of the light cfyir. 
(lands even, twelve inches apart, and clear of the sad^ 
die.* 


PLACING TiiR RECRUIT. 

The recruit must be placed exactly in the bend of the 
saddle, his body well up, and the small of the back a 
little ben*; the thighs should be turned inWard as much 
as possible, without con8traint,t the knees straight with- 
out stiffness ; and a little pressure on the heels, to en- 
sure their being kept as low as the toes. The reins to 
be divided, one in each hand, twelve inches apart, and 
clear of the saddle; all the fingers, except the little 
ones, to be in front of the reins, thumbs upward, and 
firmly laid on them, to prevent their slipping. The 
length to be such, that the rider may feel the horse’s 
mouth on each side, the spare part to be thrown for- 
ward, the wrists to be straight, and switch iipriglit. El- 
bows close to the body, and in line with the shoulders. 

LESSON I. 

For One Day; to continue Half an Hour. 

The squad is supposed to consist of nine men;j; after 
beiii<r mounted, and placed as directed, they may be 

* The 8<juad should now be allowed to sit at ease, and directed to 
put their switches under their left aim; whilst they are employed 
in pottinti; i^p the^iriirup, and adjusting the reins, &c. 

t In placing a beginner, particular care most be taken not to use 
force ; as a y<»ung person (by being often carefully placed) will soon 
aciiuire the proper attitude. * 

The instructor shtxuld place one hand to the learner's knee, and 
the other to his heel; then it^ntly draw the thigh down, turning it 
toward the saddle. 

X it is presumed that one instructor is fully capable of managing 
nine recruits; however, eighteen may be put In one circle, provided 
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put lb ttiotion, (of course at a walk) by turning to 
cither hand ; and the better to get them into a small 
circle^ the front horse should be led once round, direct- 
ing the others to follow, at a horse’s length distance 
from the one immediately before them. After they have 
walked the circle a few times, and seem to understand 
the given clistance; they should be turned^ inward, 
‘hailed, and again carefully placed. 

It must now be clearly explained to them, how they 
are to turn their horses ; that both hands are to be in-* 
cliiked the way they are directed to go, without opening 
tliti arms from the body, or leaning forward, at the same 
time) close the leg they are turning towards;* also ex- 
plain what is to be done at the word March,” (which 
iniiKt immediately follow,) that both legs are to be pres- 
sed to the horse, without rising, or opening the knees 
from the saddle; at the same time lowering the hands a 
little, keeping the body well back. 

In going the circle, the squad should lean a little in- 
ward, with the hand on that side a little lower than the 
other; and the inside rem somewhat shorter, so that 
the horses may look the way they are going. As they 
go on, they should gently feel their horses’ mouths from 
hand to liand, and endeavour as much as possible, to re- 
tain the position in which they have been placed ; the 
instant they are found to lose it, they uAist be halted, 
and their seats, &c. carefully renewed, i* The circling 

tlu rp arc tvro teachers. The senior, df course, will give all general 
worria of command. • 

* In general, the horse should be turned on his owo centre ; cir 
r.umstancea however, frequently require their being turned on either 
lure, or hind feet. 

t At first the squad shohld never exceed ten minutes without 
placing, for which purpose, it would be found advantageous to tura 
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should be equally made in both directions, 4^d at the 
expiration of the given iiiuo, turn them inward, and 
regularly dismount as directed. 

N. B. To pievenl accidents, the squad should lead 
their horses to the stable.^ 

DISMOUNTING. 

Return Sidlch. — Motion 1st. On the word “ Return’* 
being uttered, put the right hand rein into the left, and 
at the word “ Switch,” (with the right hand over the 
left) deliver the switch^iiito the left hand. 

2nd. Qiiickl}' remove the right hand behind the thigh. 

Prepare to Diifmount. — 1st. AVith the fore finger and 
thumb of the right hand take the spare rein. 

2iid. Shorten the rein, hy slipping llic left hand near 
the mane, and with llio right hand put a lock of mane 
into the left, then quickly place it on the saddle, before 
the right tiilgh, (fingers directed downward) at the same 
time quit the right stirrup.i' 

Dismount. — 1st. Sufficiently raise the right leg, to 
clear the saddle and horde's croiq> ; at the same time 
remove the right hand to the cantle. 

them inward, \\ the instructor will at once observe what as.<>is- 
tanije they require. 

* This should be invariably dune, till the squad is capable of 
wearing spurs. 

The horse nmy*^ljc led on either side, it is proper to use them to 
both. Tlie hand he is led by, dose to the bridle, fore linger between 
the reins, and tho other hand employed with the spare rein, and 
switch, (if used) keeping close to the horse's should I'r, 

t At first, stirrups need not be given, but at once rpring to the 
ground on the word Dismount.” 

A formed D:'agoon ^till peTforni those motions as quirk as possi- 
ble, and if the caibine is on the swivel; put it behind the body (butt 
downward) at the last motion.. 
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!2n(i. Ste^ to the ground (of icourse with the right 
foot first), turn to the front, and take the rein with the 
right hand.* 


LESSON 11. 

For Five Datfs; Half an Hour each Day. 

Thk squad should be brought in file to the riding 
ho. ISO, and deliveied to the senior instructor; who will 
regularly ins|)Gct, and mount them as directed: and af- 
ter repeating the method of turning, commence cir- 
cling. 

As they move on, the instructor should in a distinct, 
and good te[upered manner, explain what the squad must 
^particularly attend to viz. 

Tliut they uie to keep the distance of half a horse*^ 
len^rtli, to feel their horses’ mouths ligh'ly, from hand 
t .> iMiid, to keep the body well up, the chest forward, 
arms close, and elbows in line with the &jioulders : the 
oiitvvanl liciiid to be a little higher than the other, and 
switch upright: to lean a ifttle inward, keeping the 
heels well down, and as much as possible, turn the 
tirpjhs toward the saddle. 

When the squad begin to understand what is requireTl, 
(tiid able to keep a little in form, they should be put into 
a gentle trot: which will be done by the%ame aids as 
directed in Lesson the 1st, at the word " M a itcu.” Care 
must be taken in closing the legs, not to raise, or open 
the knees from the saddle, or allow the^body to come 
forward. • 


* After a little practice, tAe men need not remain at the eeconi 
knotion, but the instant the heels come fosether, step to the {rround. 
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There should be no stifTness, or contractiofi about the 
recruit, but every part as easy as possible, allowing the 
small of the back to yield to the motion of the horse ; 
keeping the upper part of the body anil arms steady, 
attentively pressing the inward part of the thighs to the 
saddle, and get by degrees as much down in the fork as 
possible, A constant pressure on the heels will assist 
in strengthening the seat. 

The leader must be very regular in his pace, each 
man looking his own height, and over his horse’s head, 
observe the way he is* to go. 

They must be directed to guide their horses toward 
the outside of the horse immediately before them, other- 
wise the circle will soon become too small. 

The instructor should bear in mind how much he 
assists the learner, by often placing him, especially du- 
ring the first lessons ; on this the man’s figure greatly 
depends: uftcr placing, the s<]uad should aguiii he put 
in motion, at a walk, and endeavour to gain the trot, at 
the same instant (on that ,^ord being given); continu- 
ing it, till the given time is expired, then walk, halt, be 
regularly dismounted and dismissed. 

LESSON III. 

For One Weeli^; Three Quarters of an Hour each Day. 

The squad, on being regularly mounted and well 
placed, will begin circKng, and after a few turns at a 
steady walk, fall into a slow trot. It will again be neces- 
sary to repeat the particulars to which they must attend. 
As they arc fuuud to improve, increase the pace, but 
never exceed ten minutes at a liqie, without either fall- 
ing into a walk; or at once Halt ; and repair the Seats, 



for Cavalry Drill, 


109 


I 

Sec. During the walk, they should be frequently halted, 
and again moved forward, by the word " March.” 

To Halt, the reins must be suddenly felt from hand 
to hand, (but not severely) keeping the body well back, 
and when the horse is found to obey, ease the reins, and 
be steady. 

They may also from a walk, rein backward a few 
steps, by feeling the rein, with the body well back; and 
at the word " Forwauh” ease the hands, and close the 
legs. In reining backward, the ri^er should endeavour 
to keep the horse straight, chiefly with the hands; 
cither of the legs however, may be gently applied, to 
prevent his turning ; they must also attend to the given 
distance from the horse before them. At first, little 
reining back will be sufficient, it must be done slowly. 

The squad should also be turned about inward, and 
at the word “ Forward,” continue circling. 

After walking and trotting well, to both hands, they 
may try to passage, by being taken singly to the wall, 
and endeavour to get a few stb|^s to right and left. 

To do this, both rider and horse should be placed 
facing the wall, and perfectly ^uare. At the Cau* 
tion, “ To the Right Passage,” turn the eyes that wtfy, 
raising the left hand a little, and at the wort!, March,’* 
first feel the right rein, then incline the Iq^ hand to the 
right, which will make the horse cross his fore legs, and 
by gently applying the inside of the left leg, (with the 
heel well down) will make him cross his hind ones ; by 
which means, the fore, and hind legs, will move alter- 
nately ; at the word ** Halt,” close the right leg, and 
hands even, but keep the eyes steady to the right, till 
the word '' Eyes Fronl.” Of course the opposite side 
will be given, in going to the left. 
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The squed may also try it together, at a horse's length 
distance ; it must be done very slow, taking care not to 
close their files. They may be gently ceiued back a 
few steps, dressing by either flank, and brought up 
again; afterward, turned to the Right, and Right about. 
Left, and Left about; strictly observi'ig the iiistruc- 
tions on that head; especially, that the arras are cltwa 
to the body, the upper part of which must be kept 
well back. 

Finish, (after goingdarge* a few turns ;t) by turning 

inward, and regularly dismounting as directed. 

N. B. in future, the squad may wear spurs. 

LESSON IV. 

For One Week, at Three Quarters of an Hour 
each Day, 

Thk Squad will now be mounted, (without waiting 
between the motions,) placed, and turned into circle. 
This being the fiist Lesson with Spurs, particular rare 
must be taken in the use of them ; they should never 
be applied, except when actually necessary ; of this, the 
Recruit cannot be a judge: he must therefore, as much 
as possible avoid using them, unless by order. 

It must b^ understood, that the Rider’s legs are, in 
general, to be^kept as steady as possible ; and all aids 
given by them in the most private manner, particularly 
in Passaging. Circling should now be done at a 
quicker pace, and after a smart turn each wav, no larnej: 

* The extent of the schooL 

t Thif is meiely for the inatnictoT to observe what progreee the 
squad has made. c 

t It Is rappoeed that nine iqen have been circling in eacb end of 
the school, they will now form one ride, by going laige. 
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to the rights at half a horse’s length distance ; walking 
well into the corners of the school. 

The squad I may now begin bending their horses, by 
shortening, and using the right rein, more than the 
left; raising their horses well up with both hands, at 
the same time urging them forward with the legs. 

After taking one full turn, change, by crossing the 
school at either the second, or forth corner from the 
door and take one turn to the left ; again change, (as 
directed) and go straight, by *1116 word “ Forward," 
then halt, and after 0 short pause, repeat the bending 
and changing, at a gentle trot. 

They may then passage to right and left; rein back, 
also turn about to both hands, and finish by dismount* 
irig, without waiting between the motions. 

The squad will now be fouud capable of riding their 
horses to, and from school. 

LESSON V. 

For One Week:* OJie Hour each Day, 

The squad, on entering the school, may at once form 
at open files, t and begin the lesson, by fUiug off, going 
large to the right, and forming two circles. 

At the caution “ To tlie Right File,” *they must in- 
cline both hands that way, at the sa^e tihie gently 
apply the right leg; which will put the horse in an 
oblique direction, the belter J.o enable his moving off. 
At the word “ March,” each should go off in succes- 
sion, at the distance of half a -horse’s length from the 
one before him. 

* Provided the door is la the jjide oi’ the school, if iu one end, the . 
ehange mast be made from either tbefirst^ or third comer. 

t The breadth of a horBO. 
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After walking, and trotting well, to right and left in 
circle, they may try the gallop ; before they attempt to 
gallop, it must be fully explained to them,, what parti* 
culars are to be attended to, viz. 

That they keep their horses well up, feeling their 
mouths from hand to hand ; to lean a littl^ toward the 
circle, and make their horses look the way they are 
going; to have the outward leg close, ready to assist if 
required; and at all times prepared, for either falling 
into a walk, or at once halt. 

In order to get the horse off with his proper leg 
leading, the rider, (with his body well back,) should 
close bis outward leg, at the same instant feel the in* 
ward rein ; should the horse go off improperly, he must 
be palled up, and the same helps repeated stronger. It 
must be explained to the squad, how they are to know 
when their horses gallop propeily.* 

Whilst galloping, the instiuctors should have a watch- 
ful eye on every man, enforcing strict attention to what 
is laid down. 

At first, the squad should be frequently allowed to 
fall into the walk, and when the seats, 8cc. are corrected, 
they may begin slowly to gallop again: of course they 
will go this pace to both hands, and when they are 
found to perfor&i it steadily, they may walk, and go 
large. 

The squ^ will now be»well passaged, to right, and 
left, and frequepjly turned both ways; also reined 

* It nay be easily knowo, *by the followia^ observation. The 
lioree's inside legs should inTariably lead; consequently, the lidei^'e 
inward shoidder, and thigh, will incline a little forward. 

Every dragoon ought to be sensible when his horsa goes properly^ 

Galloping false in school, is both unbecoming and dangeAus, 
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backwari a few atepa, and wtdked briskly ” Forwatd/' 
at that word being given ; then " Halt,” legulariy di 8 > 
mount, again meant, and be dismissed. 

LESSON VL 

For Oite Week; One Hour each Day. 

. Begin thiif lesion, by filing into circle^ as in* the lasts 
The squad ought now to be nearly capable of placing 
themselves, and a great deal will depend on their own 
exertion yet it will be found necessary often to assist 
them, even in a more fijrward state. 

When they have trotted, and galloped well, to both 
hands in circle, they should go large, and take two turns 
in each direction, when it will be seen that every man 
e is thoroughly placed, and by applying their inside legs^ 
cause the horses to go well into each corner. 

When the squad is found prepared, at once, (by the 
word,) fall into a brisk trot: this should be continued 
some time, frequently halting, and agaii/ put in motion, 
by the word '' March”.t , slowly reined backward 
a few paces, and quickly moved forward on that word 
being given; they may then be.allowed to walk a few 
paces, in order to place themselves ; when they ^re 
found so, galloping may be tried to the Qght. Before 
they begin, it will be proper to explain how much the 
squad must be on their guard in gallopihg large, parti- 
cularly at the- corners. In altering the pace, the same 
aids should be given, as directed for galloping in circle, 
viz. • 

* Hie instructor should Instil this into their minds, and hold out, 
how much it will prove to their ^vantage, ky becoming good horse, 
men. ^ 

t Prevlonsly naming the pace. 

• • 

1 
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The body kept well badk, the inward rein Mt more 
than the other, at the same instant press the outward 
leg ; and be sensible that the horse has taken the gallop 
properly ; otherwise, quickly halt, and repeat the helps. 

The rider should bear in mind how he is to know 
when his horse is going properly, the instructor, on this 
should repeat tlie observattons in Lesson V, on that 
bead. 

At the gallop, they should be frequently halted, and 
resume the same pace, at the word March.’’* 

When the squad is tound steady, they may try the 
change. — For the first time, it will be well to do it sing- 
ly. In changing, they must gallop with the same foot 
leading, across the school, and just before entering the 
first comer, (with the body well back,) for an instant 
halt, apply the right leg, and feel the left rein stronger ; 
then move on to the left: of coarse, the opposite aids 
will be given in changing to the light. When the 
squad perform^ it together, the leader must go very 
slow, till he finds the last horse has completed the 
change, then by degrees, increase the pace. 

The galloping (large), should be repeated, tlien pas- 
sage, rein back, and turn, as before directed; when after 
practising to dismount, and mount, dismiss. 

LESSON VII. 

For One Week; One Hour and a Quarter each Day. 

The squad may be put in motion, by filing large to 
the right, at a valk, and by the time they have taken 
one turn in each direction, it may be expected, that 
every man is correctly placed. After bending to right, 

.. . , ■ 

* Previously giviiis the caation " Gallop.’* 
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and left/ as before directed, (by the word), fall into a 
brisk trot, and at that pace, take three turns to the right, 
then at one^ end of the school, circle three times, go 
large, change, and (by the word) take the gallop, going 
large and circling as at the trot. 

Whilst galloping, they should be frequently halted, 
and again put forward at the same pace. * 

The whole of this lesson should be repeated, after 
halting a few minutes, then form at open files, and 
slov^Iy passage, head and croup^to the wall; the latter 
will be found most difficult, but done by the same aids. 

The squad may now be fitted with stirrups, which 
must be done with the utmost care.’’^ 

When stirrups are used, the knees may be allowed to 
bend a little, consequently, the legs will naturally fall to 
their proper place. 

There must be no contraction about the ancles, by 
way of keeping the heels out, if the thighs are sufficient- 
ly turned towards the saddle, the heels will be in their 
proper position; they nuist^ however, at all times be 
kept well down. 

The squad should now be taken out of doors, and at 
a horse’s length distance, walk slowly in line, dressing 
by a flank, and (without halting), turned* to the right, 
and right about, left, and left about; and .by iiiplining,t 
close, and open files, when at open files, halt, and dis- 
mount. After a few minutes pause, again mount, and 

* The length of Btiirupi (when the thl^ are completely dcrmi 
and knees straight) to be so, that the iron is jusf above the inside of 
the anole-bone. ” 

The ball of the toe to rest on fiie stirrap-iron. 
t In inclining, each man’s hone should be half a head behind the 
one he is moying towards, dressing that way. 

i2 * 
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go carefully over the leaping bar; strictly obsen^ing the 
directions on that head then dismiss. 

N. B. For the next lesson, the squad should have 
bits, and need not use switches. 

LEAPING. 

It is presumed, that the squad has now' acquired a 
tolerable good seat, and are capable of maintaining a 
proper balance, without which requisite, leaping should 
never be attempted. 

At first, it should be practised without stirrups. 

The horse should be led to the leaping bar* by a line, 
fixed to the eye of the snaffle, a second person should 
be placed on the other side of the leap, who on having 
hold of the line, will be ready to render any assistance 
file learner may require on getting over. 

The rider must be careful when the horse rises to his 
leap, to keep his body sufficiently back, and on a pro* 
per balance, allowing the small of the back to yield to 
the spring of the horse; baying the knees, and upper 
part of the calves of his legs, (with his heels well 
down), very close to t|;Le horse, till he has completed 
the leap. 

He on no account must check his horse in the act of 
leaping, but rather encourage him by raising him up with 
the hand, and "(having the arms close to the body), go 
freely with him, at the same time, be perfectly prepared 
to assist the horse, by having him well in hand when 
completely over. ^ 

The instructor should clearly explain these particu- 
lars, before they begin. 


* WUch at ibst ihoold not exceed two feet in height 
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Leaping should at all times be conducted in the moat 
quiet manner, without the use of whips ; being particu- 
lar in bringing the horse straight to his leap, and not 
suffer him to press on the bar. 

When the men are found capable of leaping with 
stirrupSj they must beetrictly cautioned to avoid bear- 
ing too much on them. * 

LESSON VIII. 

Tor One Week; One Hour and a Half each £>»y. 

The squad is now to make use of the bit, and bri- 
dooii. The bit rein will be held in the left hand, little 
finger between, thumb upward, and laid on the rein. 
The Icff is called the bridle hand, which should be car^ 
rlcd in front of the body, and clear of the saddle. 

From the severity of the bit, it must be used in the 
most delicate manner, and chiefly from the wrist, by the 
rider cautiously inclining his hand, the way he intends 
his horse to go. The bridobn rein is, on this occasion, 
held in the right hand, moving on the rein, to either 
side, as required.* 

The school lesson should be exactly the same as fast 
week, (allowing half an hour for field biCisincss ;) on fi- 
nishing which, the men may have stirrujw. • 

In the field, they should form a circle, or square (in 
file,) at the distance of two horses length, and at a trot, 
move in succession from rear* to front, passing on the 
right and left of those before them ; Beginning on the 
right of the first, left of the second, and so on, till they 
are two horses’ length in front of the whole, and then 
• - 

* The bridoon rein wUl be chiefly used in bending the horse* 
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halt. Each man diould move off, when his leailer has 
passed the second horse before lum.* 

The squad may now be formed at a horse's length 
distance, and (at a walk,) moved in line, dressing by a 
flank, turning to right and left abont, also close the files 
to fieldf distance, and file to flunks, front, and rear, at a 
trot. ‘ 

Wheel as a division,:]; to right and left in drcle, the 
wheeling flank, at a walk, and trot. They may now ad- 
vance, and retire, singly, a few yards from both flanks, 
at a trot, and slow gallop ; taking great care in forming, 
that each man brings his horse perfectly square into 
the rank. 

When formed, let them tell off by files, and dismount, 
by the left files reining back half a horse’s length. 

After standing at ease a few nunutes, again mount, 
practise leaping, and then dismiss. 

N. B. In future, the squad may use their stirrups, 
when going to aliid from the drill. 

LESSON IX. 

For Six Days ; One Hour and a Half each Day, 

Dual NO iliis week, the squad will appear with bit, 
and snaffle, dtibi nate days ; beginning with the snaffle. 


* 111 perfiiming this, care should be taken that each man is well 
placed; and by applying proper aids, tom his horse neatly, without 
touching those he passes, 
t Six inches from knee te knee. 

t In wheeling by division, or snb^ivishiBS, dress by the wheeling 
^ flank, and halt by the standing one* 
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The school lesson ought to continue the same as the 
preceding week, on finishing which, stirrups may al* 
ways be given, and quit the bridoon’*^ rein. 

In the fielB, after going through the practice of cros* 
sing each other from rear to front, as directed in last 
lesson, they may form at field distance, tell cfir,t and 
, prove as a division. Hanks of Threes and Twos $ and 
wheel, to right and left (at a walk and trot,) by Threes, 
and Twos on the following principle. 

The caution being given, ** Three's Right Wheel,” at 
the word March,” the wheel Is made on the centre 
mau ; who will turn on his horse’s fore feet, the right 
hand man reining back, closing his right leg, and the 
left hand man moving forward; at the word *'Halt 
, Dress,” eyes attentive to the original front, (the left.) 

In wheeling up, they simply wheel back again; by 
the left reining back, closing his left leg, and the right 
coming forward ; invariably on the centre man. 

Wheeling to the left, is the same as directed for 
wheeling up.;]: In wheelii]g,sd>out, exactly on the same 
principle, always to the right about. 

* In the field, Tvhen the bit rein is used alone, the bridoon jeia 
will lay behind it, on the horse’s neck. 

tit is the front rank men that tell off, turning their heads from 
tlie flank they begin (withoit affecting the body); ^peaking so load, 

that the man who covers may distinctly hear. 

At the word “ flank of divisions, (nr sub-divisions,) prove,” the 
right and left of each OKtend their /ight arm the height of the 
shoulder, with the back of the hand upward ; and remain so till they 
receive the word, As you were.” The same* to be observed by 
'Jlirees amd Right Files. In proving, the rear rank remain steady. 

t In column of threes, the men next the original front should 
have one foot distance f|pffl the man’s hpne immediately before 
them. 
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Wheeling' by twos, is a half wheel. At ^he word 

Two’s Right wheel/' the whole will incline their 
horses that way, without reining back, and the left files 
advance a little ; the other half wheel is made in suc- 
cession, as it becomes their turn to go off. At the 
word, " Left form,'’ the leading two, wheel to the left, 
and halt; on whom the others form, keeping their eyes 
steady to that point, till they receive the word, " Eyes 
Front the same to be observed in going to the left. 

After the squad has been well worked by Three’s and 
Two's, they should be moved as a division, to right, and 
left, (at a walk and trot,) in a small square; regularly 
wheeling at each angle. 

When steady at this, they may file* to flanks, front, 
and rear, at all paces ; taking great care in forming, not 
to croud ; also file from the right of Threes, to the front, 
form, and dismount for a few minutes ; again mount, 
and dismiss. 

LESSON X. 

For Ikvelt? Days ; One Hour and a Half each Day. 

This fortnight should be entirely devoted to field ex- 
ercise ; and to be the better enabled to act in double 
rank, it will be an advantage, to have an equal number 
of men and horses, in the same state of forwardness. 

They siioulit appear in field and marching order, 
alternate days, only making use of the bit rein. 

After forming in two« ranks at close order, tell ofi; 
and prove, by., divisions, sub-divisiDns, Threes, and 
Twos ; and on being correctly dressed, let the rear rank 


* Id file, the distance should never exceed a horse’s length, 
t The rear rank, half a horse’s length from the front. 
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take ord^,* by reining back, and practise drawinTg, and 
returning swordsif then close the rank, slope swoidsi 
and bescin marching in line, dressing by a flank. 

When they are found to do this steadily at a walk, 
and trot, wheel to right and left in divisions, and sub- 
divisions, at the same pace. 

* Wheel to both flanks, by Three’s, and Twb’s, at a 
walk, trot, and gallop; also perform all filings at a 
quick pace. 

When in column of Tlirees, dquble the rear rank be- 
hind the front, and file from the right of Threes, to the 
front. 

Tile whole of this to be repeated as often as the 
given time will admit, increasing the pace, as the divi- 

* sion is found to improve. 

In the last week, they should be well worked in line 
at a walk, trot, and rapid gallop ; when nearly time to 
dismiss, let them pass in parade, with open ranks, and 
swords carried ; also, rank off :{; in single file, at half a 
horse's length distance, •covering exactly; then form, 
return swords, and dismount. After a few minutes 
pause, again mount, and dismiss/ 

The next fortnight should be employed in practising 
the carbine and pistol exercise, (as recommended in 
this work,) when it may be fully expecte^ tba squad is 
capable of acting in squadron. 


* The rear rank, back one third of the division’s front. 

s 

t Agreeable to the sword regulahons^^a copy of which is annexed 
to this lesson. 

X In ranking off, each man' ahonld make the most of himself, and 
horse, by being perfectly placed, and looking full at the person he 
is passing. « 
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N. B. Should any man be found incapablh of being 
brought forward with the squad to which he is first ap- 
pointed^ of course, he must be allowed a little more 
time, and brought forward with another. 

DRAWING or SWORDS. 

" The sword will be drawn and brought to the posi- 
tion in which it is to be carried,” in three motions. 

If ords of Command. 

Dram Swords * — Motion 1st. " Upqn the word 
'' Swords” being uttered, direct the eyes to the sword- 
hilt, bringing the right hand with a sharp action across 
the body and over the bridle arm to the sword-knot, 
placing it upon the wrist, and giving the hand a couple 
of turns inwards, in order to make it fust, at (he same 
time seize the hilt, and wait in this position for the se- 
cond motion, which will be made by the (leugel-man on 
the right. The back of the hand is to be to llie rear.” 

2nd. Draw the sword from the scabbard with a 
full extended arm, at the same ]ime sink the hand till 
the hilt of the sword is immediately under the chin, 
with the blade perpendicular, and the back of the hand 
outwards.” 

3rd. ** Bring the hilt down to be in a line with the 
bridle hand, the elbow near the body, the bUde pci pv;.;- 
dicular, and the wrist in a small degree rouudeil, wiiicli 
turns the edge inwards in the direction of the horse a 
left ear.” 


SLOPIN,G OF SWORDS. 

. Slope Smords — “Keep the sword-arm in the exact 
position, pointed out for the cmryiug of swords; but 
distend the second, third, and fourth fingers from the 
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gripe of tliAs sword, in order that the back of the blade 
may meet the hollow of the right shoulder, where it is 
to be supported with the edge directed to the front.” 

When in this position, the sword will be kept stea* 
dy, and is to be without motion, at whatever pace the 
horse may be moving.” 

RETURNING OF SWORDS. ' 

The sword is always to be returned from the car- 
ried position, and not from the sloped. This is likewise 
executed in three motions, dressing by the right.” 

Wonln of C4iinmaii(L 

Reium Sisords . — Motion 1st. Carry the sword-hilt 
to the hollow ot the left shoulder, having the back of 
the hand outward, and the blade perpendicular, without 
pausing. Drop the blade (but not the hand) to the rear 
close by the left shoulder, directing the eyes to the 
scabbard,* in which the blade is immediately to be 
placed, and returned until the hand and elbow become 
in a line with each other, square across tlie body, and 
keeping tlie back of the hand dhrected to the rear.” 

2nd. Thrust tlie sword home into the scabbard, and 
loosen instantly the sword-kuot frOm the wrist, keeping 
tlie hand upon the hilt.” * 

3rd. On the motion from the fle|igel-na[&m, carry tlie 
right hand from the hilt with a smart action the aff side.” 

MODE of using CARBINE and PISTOL. 

CARB1NE.P 

It is presumed, that previous td a dragoon using arms 
on horseback, he has been taught to load on foot, it is 

* By rcitting the blade ajAii the bridle am, the point will easily 
meet the scabbanl. • 
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therefore deemed unnecessary to enter mihutely into 
the detail of loading. 

The squad should be formed at field di^stance ; and 
at the word, spring and unstrap/’ secure the right 
hand glove in the holster or horse-shoe case, quickly 
unbuckle the carbine-strap, and with the small of the 
butt in' the left hand, fix the swivel, letttng it drop be- 
hind the thigh (muzzle downward) ; then resume an up- 
right position, and be steady. 

Advance Arm ^ — Motion 1st. Widi the right hand, 
seize the carbine before the lock. 

2nd. Raise the muzzle in an oblique direction, in line 
with the horse’s left car, the hand resting on the right 
thigh. 

Frime and Load , — Motion Ist. From tlie advancp, 
quickly shift the carbine into the bridle hand to the 
priming position, and regularly open pan, prime and 
shut as directed. 

2nd* Turn vhe muzzle toward the right shoulder, by 
pressing the butt from the body, (under the reins) and 
bring it to the near side of the horse’s shoulder, barrel 
to the front. 

3rd. Allow the carbine to sink as low as the belt will 
admit, at the same time shift the right hand to the mu/- 
ade, in order to load. 

When loaded, let the right hand resume Its former 
position before the lock, and bring it to the advance, 
(by that word). 

Maize Ret*di ;^ — Quickly remove the carbine into the 
bridle hand to the pritUing position, and cock, inst-.indy 
coming to the recover, holding the carbine in the right 
hand by the small of the butt, which must rest on the 
right holster. 
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Woidsof CoilmaBd 

Front present.— B.\ie a litUe in the stirrupB, and take 
proper aim, being particularly careful, that the carbine 
i» four inches clear of the horse’s head. 

ft/e.— Instantly after firing, recover,* and load as 
directed. 

. Left pre.<en^>— Quickly turn the right thigh enward 
raise the left elbow, rest on, and present immediately, 
over the bent of that arm. 

Right present.— Imn on both thighs to enable the 
right shoulder being thrown back, W present with the 
right hand, without the assistance of the left, taking 
Die usual aim. 

Return Carbine , — ^The muzzle to be returned to the 
bucket, swivel undone, strap up, and put on the glove, 
then be steady. 


FISTOL. 

Loading of the pistol is similar to that of the car- 
bine, and presented to fron^ right, left, and rear; at all 
times taking good aim, by looking eagerly along the , 
barrel, and as directed with the q^rbine, invariably re- 
Goverf for an inshuit after firing. , 


* This should be invariably done, vrhother the piece is to be im« 
mediately loaded or not, as it will relieve the hors^ aniScty, and 
prevent accidents. 

t M the recover the pistol should be in front of the right bieaft, 
and muzzle rather sloping forward. * 
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PART II. 

FORMATION OF THE HORSBk 


LESSON I. 

For Six Days: Half an Hour each day. 

IT may be naturally supposed, that a horse intended 
for the Army is four years old, it is therefore probable 
he may have been accustomed to a bridle, and perhaps 
a saddle. 

If the horse is in perfect health, and tolerable coil' 
dition, he may begin to work gently. 

Three horses at a time may be led to the riding 
school, (in snafSes,) and a cavesson put properly on 
each, when in'the presence of the riding master, or his 
assistant, they should be carefully saddled without the 
crupper. 

Particular care should be paid, that the girths are 
net buckled too tight, many horses have been made 
troublesome, from that circumstance.’*^ Should tlie horse 
dislike ^he saddle, and seem inclined to plunge, hold 
him fast by t^e bridle and cavesson, until he becomes 
reconciled. Previous to his being led off, a surcingle 
(belonging to the riding department,) should he put on, 
having a fixed hook, similar to that upon a harness 
saddle, with a puUy in it, for the bridle rein to run on. 

* If t«ro fingera can be introdaced, without much difficulty, be^ 
tween the Hoise’s body and the giitha, girthe nay be conaideTed 
as piuperly lighU 
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When Hie surcingle is on, tlie hook must be placed 
on the upper part of the saddle, where the rein will be 
put, at such length, that the horse can bear lightly on 
the bit. ‘ 

When thus fiquipped, let the horse be led off quietly, 
and begin circling to the left; at first, he should be lod 
once or twice round the circle, shewing him i/i^here he 
is to go. 

In going off, should the horse again shew a disposi- 
tion to plunge, instantly halt and correct him, by hold- 
ing his head well up, and speaking sharply to him, but 
on no account beat him; by this correction he will 
perfectly understand his having done wrong, and pro- 
bably may not attempt it again. 

« The line of the cavesson should be held witli great 
attention, feeling and easing the horse, as is found ne- 
cessary. A second person should follow, having a 
whip in his hand, who by frequently moving it on the 
grouii.l, Will be the means of helping the iforse forward ; 
if he is found to be idle, jor iicavy, touch him lightly 
with tlic whip, but at all times avoid severity. 

He should be trotted for the space of ten minutes, 
then brought into the centre of the circle, halted aild 
caressed ; after a few minutes pause, begin circling in 
the same manner to the right, leading as at first, 
then halt, and again encouraging him. 

The cavesson and surcingle may now be taken off, 
and the horse put up along the Wall in hand, the length 
of the school and back again. * 

The person who leads him, should be placed immedi- 
ately before bis head, with a hand to each rein, close to 
the eyes of the snaffle, bolding him well up, and feeling 
his mouth from hand to hand ; at the same time step- 
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ping slowly backward. A Mcond person shajild follow 
and with bis whip urge the horse gently on. At first 
only a few steps of this at a time should be takeOi fre- 
quently halting, and again moving forwai%l. 

When he has finished the given distance, halt, and 
caress him ; afterward allow him to be led to the stable. 

LESSON 11. 

For Six Days: Half an Hour each Day. 

When the cavessonand surcingle are properly put 
on, lead off and begin circling as in last lesson, and 
after working to light and left the time specified, put 
the horse up along the wall as directed. A full turn 
of this in both directions, may now be given. Then 
try the passage to the right. 

This should be done by the horse being placed per- 
fectly straight, with his head facing and close to the 
wall, the person who leads him must be on his nearside 
and close to his shoulder, having the left eye of the 
snaffle in his left hand, and with his right arm over the 
horse’s neck, lead him by the right rein that way, at the 
same time vidth his left hand press the horse from him 
which will cause him to cross his fore-legs; the person 
who follows his hind quarters, will, by moving his whip 
on the ground, assist him in crossing his hind ones. 
Of course t£d opposite means will be used in going to 
the left. At first only a few steps of the passage should 
be taken, frequently hating, and trying it again. He 
may also be reined back a little, and again put forward, 
then halted, and encouraged, before he is dismissed. 

N. B. Previous to dismissing the horse, (on the first 
day of this lesson,) he may be carefully cruppered, 
which must be done in the ri&ig house, by the assis- 
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tance of the rough riders, and afterwards quietly led 
off a few steps. 

, LESSON III. 

For Six Datfs: Three (iaarters of an Hour each Day, 

It may now be expected, that the horse will begin to 
be tractable, and go in circle with freedom^ lifting his 
feet actively I without pulling against the cavessoii line. 

It is probable, he will be more supple to one hand, 
than the other, by this, circling must be guided, and 
of course worked most to the hand at which be is found 
heaviest. 

After sufTicient circling, and working in hand as 
d' sheeted in last lesson, the three horses may be carefully 
noanted, by experienced riders. 

Should any of them he unsteady, or troiiblesoins, a 
person should invariably lead them till they become 
cpiiet, when l.liey are so, they may be halted, encour- 
aged, and the cavesson taken off. T4iey shouhl again 
be led off a few steps, ^ quietly made to go large, 

taking a full turn to tlie right, then at one end of the 
school, circle twice go larg^ — cliango, and the same 
to the left. From the walk, they should be oftei^ halt- 
ed, and put in motion again: also niu^e to take a few 
steps backward, sr id (without halting^ put briskly for- 
ward ; after which halt and caress th^'in, and be very / 

particular in quietly dismounting, then dismiss. 

LESSON IV. 

t 

lor Six Days: Three Quartos of an Hoar each Day, 

Previous to mounting, circling should be made at 
a quick pace, even JLO a gallop. If the horse does not 
' take the gallop with ease, and nearly of his own accord, 

k 
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on DO adcount press hiA, but continue circliifg at a 
trot; should he take the gallop, be sure be goes with 
his inward legs leading, if otherwise, immediately stop 
him, (by shaking tlie cavesson line,) and rep&t the trial, 
when it is probable he will go right, Afc first, only a 
few turns of the gallop must be given at a time. The 
horse may now be halted, and the cavesson taken off ; 
then after ''going through the lesson in hand as last 
week, mount, and begin, by going large to the right afc 
a steady walk. When they walk freely, and carry 
themselves tolerably well, they may be put into a gentle 
trot, taking two full turns in both directions, then walk. 
In altering the pace, they must, not be allowed to make 
any stop, but at once, fall into a full active walk. 

The trot may be repeated, afterward gently try the 
half passage to right, and left. Should the horse refuse, 
on no account force him, but patiently persevere in 
obtaining it. They may also rein back a few steps, 
and turn about *to both hands; then dismount, and 
quietly put them over the leaping, bar,* at a mode: ate 
height ; again mount, and dismiss. 

N. B. In future, the horses may be rode to and from 
the rchool. 


LESSON V. 

For Six Days: Three Quarters of an Hour each Day. 
Circling with the cqvcsson may now be disconti- 
nued, and a squad, consisting of twelve horses (equally 
forward,) formed. r 


* The horse should be brought straight to his leap, and encouraged 
to take it of his own accord ; he should not be allowed to hurry, or 
press on the bar. 
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Yhe homes should be rode to the school by steady 
and good horsemen^ and after being regularly formed 
at a horse's length distance^ they may begin the lesson 
by going large to the right at a walk. Particular 
attention must be paid to the placing of the horses, 
observing that their heads are carried their paces 

fill! and regulaf, and that they move actively. • 

As they go on, the riders should endeavour to im- 
prove their horses’ mouths, by lightly feeling, and play- 
ing with the bit ; and at the same time press sufficient- 
ly with the legs, to urge them up* to their bridles, but 
strictly avoid touching them with the spur. 

Alter the squad lias taken a few turns in both direc- 
tions, they may bend a little to right and left, then 
commence a trot, and after taking a couple of turns 
each way, walk, and (in circle,) try the gallop to the 
right. It must be done slowly, frequently filling into a 
walk, then begin again. It may also be tried to the 
left, then walk, and go large. At the walk, let them 
often halt, and move on agaiq; also rein back a litlle, 
and without halting, again move forward : then passage 
to the right and left, and turn to jight and left about. 
They may now be formed at open files, regularly din- 
mount, and lead their horses over their, bar ; again 
mount, and dismiss. 

LESSON VI. 

For Six Day$ ; One ISonr each Day, 

It may be now presumed, that the«squad will be 
capable of performing a brisk lesson ; they may at once 

* It often happens that young horses raise their heads hijher than 
their proper attitude ; in thit case, . let a pair of running reins bn 
used, and di :contmned itoon us p&*:iUda. 

K *' 
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file off, and go large to the right at walk;^nd after 
taking one turn each way, bend to the right and left, 
then fall into a brisk trot, the whole altering the pace at 
the word. ■* 

They should go large, and circle twice to the right, 
change, and the same to the left; again change, and 
take the'gallop, going large and circling, as at the trot. 
At the gallop, the change should be made very slow, 
and the riders must be paiticular in applying the proper 
aids, in due time; of course care will be taken, that they 
gallop properly. 

This part of the lesson should be repeated, after 
beinor halted a few minutes, during which time, the hor^ 
ses should be caressed. 

The squad may now be quietly passaged, head and 
croup to the wall, then formed at open files, and after 
being dismounted for a few minutes, again mounted, 
and taken out of doors*' ; when at a horse’s length dis-* 
tance, they should be steadily walked in line, turned 
to the right, and right fiout left; and left about ; also 
on the march, by inclining, close and open their files. 
After being formed at exercising distance, advance by 
alternate files, a few yards, halt and let the rear files 
pass through the intervals. They may then form and 
dismount, by the left files reining back half a horse’s 
length ; after a short pause, again mount, and the horses 
may now be rode over the leap, then dismissed. 

N. B. For the next lesson, the squad should have 
bits, with cloaks folded behind. 


^ It will now be proper before learing tbe school, to have a drum 
beat for a few minutes each day; also shew the horses some flags of 
diflhrcnt colours, and Are off a few cartridges. 
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LESSON VII. 

For Twelve Days ; One Hour each Day. 

Til B squad is now to m^e use of the bit and bri* 
doon, which ought to be well fitted,^and used with the 
utmost care. The bridoon rein to be now in the right 
hand, by which, the bending should be chiefly done 
In the first day of this lesson, it will be proper to leave 
the bit rein entirely alone, allowing it to remain on the 
horse’s neck,* during which time, the bridoon rein should 
be used in both hands. 

The school lesson of this fortnight, to be exactly the 
same as last week, at an increased pace, after which 
tliey should be taken to the field, and at open files, and 
field distance, marched in line, at a walk, and trot, open 
and close their files, both by passaging, and in file. 
File to flanks, front, and rear, at a brisk trot ; and ad* 
vunce by alternate files, form, and work to both flanks, 
by threes and twos ; also wheel as a division in a com- 
plete circle to right and the wheeling flank in- 
creasing the pace from a walk, to a smart gallop. 

The squad may now move in i small square, to right 
and left, regularly wheeling as a division, at each angle. 
They may then dismount for a few nfinutes, again 
mount, and after practising leaping, be djjSmissed. 

LESSON VIII. 

• ^ 

For Twelve Days\ One Hoar and a Quarter each Day. 

During tliis fortnight, the squad should use bits and 
snaffles, alternate days; beginning with the snaffle. The 

* Tliifl is done to give th€ horse an opportunity of feeling the 
before it is made use of by the rider. • 
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days they appear with bits^ they should also have 
swords*, and cloaks folded behind. 

The school lesson should continue the same as the 

t 

last fortnight, only performing it once each day. In 
the field, they should form at field distance, and tell 
oflT, as a division, sub-divisions, threes and twos ; and 
after drawing swords, begin marching in line, at a 
walk ; on being found steady at that pace, they may 
trot and gallop. Wheel in division, and sub-divisions, 
to right and left, at a 'w^lk and trot; also wheel by 
^ threes and twos to each flank : and go through all the 
filings, at a trot, and slow gallop. They should ad- 
vance a few yards from both flanks in single file, form, 
and retire by threes ; also advance by alternate files as 
in last lesson; then form, and dismount, again mount, 
and after leaping, dismiss. 

LESSON IX. 

For Cine Hour and a Hu/f each Day, 

This fortnight should l)e wholly employed in field 
exercise, and it would prove an advantage to have an 
equal number added to the squad. 

They should constantly appear either in field, or 
marching order, only making use of the bit rein. 

After Deing formed in two ranks, at close order, tell 
off as a division, sub-divisions, threes and twos ; l^t 
the rear rank take order, by slowly reining back, and 
regularly practise drawing and returning swords, till 
the horses are found steady, when the rank may be 
closed, and begin marching in line, at a walk, dressing 

* The first day with swords, it would be proper to allow the men 
to draw and return them quifiUy without aoy word of command. 
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hy a flai^« Wheel to right and left, in dirisluns, and 
Bub-dirisions, at a walk and trot. Wheel to both flanks 
by three’s, and two’s, at a trot and gallop, also perform 
all the filingj at the same pace. 

The whole of this should be repeated, according to 
the time allowed, and the pace guiddd by the Bteadineas 
and improvement of the horses. 

A few cartridges may be used each day, (commendng 
at extended files,) being particularly careful, that the 
carbine, or pistol, is kept a good distance from the 
horse’s head. At the expiration of this fortnight, it 
may be fully expected that this squad of horses are 
perfectly fit to act in squadron, 

N. B. Should any horse be (found from being too 
young, or from weakness) incapable of performing his 
lesson with the squad to which he is first appointed, he 
should be allowed a little more time, and brought for- 
ward with another. 





ARTICLE V. 

Anstters of Sir A. jB., K, C. B. of the Royal Arlillerij, 
to some questions from Lieutenant C. D. Bengal Jr-- 
iillery.—Woohoichj I7th of Jama^y^ 1823. 

QUESTION. 

1st. At the conclusicn of the Peninsular war, whut 
was your opinion of the block trailed carriages, and the 
ammunition waggons in use with the llritish iii ld Ar- 
tillery employed therein? Did you think them fully 
adapted to the purposes of travelling over the various 
kinds of ground you must have met with during tiiat 
war; and to those of manceuvriiig and action, wore tliey 
found to stand an action of coiisideiablc duration with- 
out breaking down or splitting in any part, and was 
the perforation for the elevating screw over found to 
weaken the block trail or beam r 

Those who are against the British carriages, and in 
favour of the afl’ut Griheauval, urge, that perforating 
fur the screw is objectionable, as weakening the beam. 


^ ANSWER. 

• T« 

1st. The equipment of held Artillery during the wliule 
Feninsular war, was with block trailed carriages, and 
four wheeled ammunition Umber waggons, according to 
the convenient system adopted in the British service, 
by which the waggon limbers being packed and fitted ex- 
actly the same as those for the guns, the former can be 
substituted for the latter in time of action, without the 
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vraggon’s ioeing brought much m fire, niul most disas- 
trous consequences from explosions are theieby avoided* 

The block trailed carriages were found much aupe- 
Tior to the cheek trailed or bracket carriages, in strength 
and durability, in facility of liiuberiiig^and unlimbering, 
and in pointing whilst in action; they also admitted of 
more close tiirhing in mancDuvres and on the mcirch. 

The limber waggons wore admirably adapted for the 
stowage of aminuuilion, and at the same time possessed, 
on an emergency, the convenient means of rapidly bring- 
ing up the men to action without the risk of their being 
breathless from running or left behind ; this on many 
occasions was highly beneficial to overtake a retreating 
enemy, or to fall back quickly when protecting a retro- 
* gade movement, or to move with speed from one Hank 
to the other of a corps as the exigency of operations 
might require. 

To this is to be added the great simplicity they afford 
to the system of field Artillery, the lirobers being the 
same as those for the gunsi, thotwheels the same for light 
fi-poiindcrs, for all ammunition limber waggons, and for 
the forges mid store carriages, and they will answer also 
for D-pounders on an occasion : indeed 1 believe they 
are quite strong enough for this nature. 9-poundcr 
with ()• pounder wheels, having for cxpeiii^ientjjecn em- 
ployed for a l2-nLoiitii in one of the field batteries under 
my orders in Franco, and during that time the gun three 
times a week was marched V2 or 14 miles over the 
paved roads of that country. • 

The Portuguese were so sensible of the convenience 
and simplicity of our system, that at a very early period 
of the war they adopted the construction of our carriages 
and limber waggons; but having contracted their span 
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to suit the Portuguese ioads» the carriages ^re very 
easily overset, by which tlie perches of their limber wag-* 
gons were frequently broken: this was an inconvenience 
that scarcely ever happened with the English carriages, 
their span being 5 feet 3 inches, whilst that of the Por-* 
tuguese was only 4 feet 2 inches. It is true that in some 
of the narrow Portuguese roads the British* Artillery was 
obliged to make a detour, whilst the Portuguese carriages 
could pass through ; but this convenience was nothing in 
comparison to the damage arising from frequent over- 
turns which often occasioned me much delay during 
my movements with the Portuguese. 

On the whole I am satisfied the British equipment, 
with block trails and a universal limber, is the most per- 
fect that has been devised by any nation, and the French 
are so convinced of this, that they are understood to be 
on the point of abandoning Gribeauval’s system and of 
adopting that of England. 

I have to add^ that during the whole period of the Pen- 
insular war, as well as in the Waterloo campaign, the 
British carriages had to pass over every species of ground, 
from the most mountainous to tlie most swampy, and 
the^Artillery made no difficulty in accompanying the 
infantry in all its movements ; the carriages fully demon- 
strated the solidity and excellence of their construction, 
by standing both tbe shocks of execrable roads and of 
frequent heavy firing without scarcely ever wanting re- 
pairs : the wheels of corrsc would only wear a certain 
time, but the bodies of the carriages were most durable ; 
and with regard to the perforation for the elevating 
screw I am certain, during the whole Peninsular war, 
that no block trail was ever called in question on tb&i 
account. 
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Four trlieeled gun ammunition limber waggons have 
been found so perfectly applicable to all natures of move- 
ments, that it is now determined to employ the same 
waggons in \he conveyance of small arm ammunition ; 
they are to be drawn by 4 horses, and in a good country 
and good roads, they may con/cy 20,000 rounds of 
musket cart^idgesi and in a difficult counti'y 16,000 
rounds. 


QUESTION. 

2nd. Did you from what yoii'had seen of the French 
field Artillery carriages and caissons, deem them or 
any other part of the French construction inferior or 
superior to the British ? if superior, for what reasons ; 
and if inferior, in what does the inferiority consist ? 

N. B. As the latest pattern for our field carriages on 
this establishment is, with a few modifications, agreeable 
to the French system, as laid down in ScheeFs Me- 
raoires, I shall be much obliged by' your being very 
explicit and particular m y-our answer to this query. 

ANSWEU. 

• 

2nd. There is little to answer on this, after the fore- 
going explanation, particularly as the FiK^nch themselves 
have spoke in the strongest terms approbation of 
the British carriage's, and 1 understand have an inten-* 
tion of modifying ihcir system according to them. 

This I know — that the French carriages are heavy 
in limbering, and of inconvenient movement ; they arc 
difficnlt to limber and unlimber, so much so as in action 
to occasion great use of the prolongey wdiicli 1 am sure 
was the cause of thIKir losing many guns: whereas ours, 
when pre8sed,,could limber up and be off in an instant. 
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The French when opposed to us in Spain were cfteui 
nccording to their own account^ retarded in their opera- 
thiis to repair damages the Artillery had sustained, 
owiiig to the difUculty oF country; this I can boldly 
say never was the cause of any delay in the British 
movements. 

Without entering into minutia, I beg to add, tliat it 
is my firm opinion that the sj/^teme Gribeauval is far 
inferior to the British field Artillery, both as to facility 
of movement and convenience in action, as well as 
compactness when in column of march. 

QUBSTTOK. 

3rd. From what you saw of the field gun carriages, 
and wi^gons in use with the Austrian, Russian, and 
Prussian contingents of the Army of occupation, do 
you think any of them superior to the British ? 

• 

ANSWER. 

3rd. I neither with the Army’ of occupation, or oh 
any other occasion, have come in contact with the Aus- 
trian Artillery. 

The Russian gun carriages are sometliing of the 
French construction ; but tlu-ir ammunition is conveyed 
in an imnensc^ number of small low wheeled carts, 
drawn by 3 horses abreast, by which the eijuipment is 
complicated and unmanageable. I saw nothing to envy 
in the Russian Artillery. 

The Prussian Artillery was very much a make up of 
what they could collect from other nations, their carri- 
ages were actually French as well as their caissons ; 
they had also English and Flander's pattern waggons in 
their park, and their harness was chiefly English, or 
made on the English patterui 
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The Brussian mode of bringing their Artillery rapidly 
into action was, having saddles on the off horses, by 
which means, when necessary, three gnnners can be 
mounted onliorseback and two on the limber, enabling 
the gun to advance with 5 men : a third man even can 
occasionally be conveyed on the !iinber. 

1 have to ddd that the French as well as alli the other 
foreign Artillery, have poles ; but the French writers 
begin to expatiate on the advantage of Shafts. 

Finally, to answer tliia question, 1 do not think any of 
the field Artillc>'y of other Furopean powers which I 
have seen, equal to that of England. 

QUESTION. 

4th. What is your opinion of light 12-pounders, and 
light 6-pounders as field pieces, deduced from your ex* 
perience in the Peninsular war? 

N. Ik Our field guns, as I have more than once men- 
tioned to you, are light 12-pouuders aiifl 6-pounders ; of 
the former we have two the one weighing 1 2 cwt. 

the other between 8 and 9 cwt. and both the same length, 
i. e. 5 feet. , 


ANSWER. 


4th. Light guns in my opinion are merely to suit cer- 
tain didiculties of country, when they are not likely to 
be opposed fay ordnance of a better class ; for other- 
wise the precision and effect of light guns is so unsatis- 
factory, that I think it is infinitely better to bring fewer 


pieces into the field, provided they are guns of decided 
effect. Indeed, in the point of general considemlion 
with regard to Artillery movements, the difference of 
2 or 300 pounds in tlie weight of a gun is not of the 
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material importance that many officers are apt 'to con* 
sider it; the employment of a couple of horses more or 
less will solve the difficulty. Provided the carriage is 
compact, and of well proportioned strength, it is not 
the gun that need ever he a question, it is the convey- 
ance of ammunition : for I am satisfied, unless in a 
mountainous or most boggy district, that is ti> say, when- 
ever a country is practicable. Artillery of proper dimen- 
sions may be moved beyond the power of any Infantry 
to accompany it, and it never would be an impediment 
to operation. This was fully exemplified in Spain, and 
I am suie that a good gun well manned and well horsed, 
will pass over every obstacle that a light gun can do. 

The light 12-poundGr of 12 cwt. the lightest we have 
in the English service, is abolished, and 1 hope to see 
a 6-pounder introdneed of a belter description than 
our present light one of 6 cwt. Q^pounders of 13 cwt. 
were the favorite guns in Spain in the latter campaign’s, 
and the chief part of OUr field Artillery at Waterloo 
was of that nature. ** 

QUESTION. 

5tb. What do you think of light 5^ inch howitzers 
as field pieces?' did you not find them very uncertain 
and inaccurate, and the quantity of powder which their 
chambers are capable of holding too small to give a 
sufficient velocity to Shrapnell’s shells ? What is the 
service charge with you for these pieces? 

I 

A.NSWBH. 

6th. The light 5} inch howitzer is good for nothing; 
indeed it is abolished in onr service ^ The charge was 1 
lb. which was not sufficient for the velocity required for 
spherical cose. 
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A 12-pounder howitzer of 6 cwt. and 3 feet 9 inches 
long, with gomer chamber^ was some time ago introdu* 
ced into the service in place of the light inch howit- 
zer; the charge of this new howitzer is 1 lb. to U lb. A 
number of these are in progress of bt;ing cast in the 
fuuudery. 

» • 

QUESTION. 

What is your opinion of Heary’s 5 J inch howitzers as 
held pieces? did not you hud them too heavy for f|uick 
movements? * 


ANSWER. 

6th. It is n good howitzer and it was not found too 
heavy for quick inovenicnfs, no others were used in 
pain for both horse and foot Artillery. Being consider- 
ed however too short, a 24-pounder howitzer has lately 
been introduced into the service in place of it. This 
new howitzer is 12 cwt. and 4 feet 8 inclips long, with 
gomer chamber, and charge from 2 to 2J lbs. With 
2 lbs. aud 5** of elevation, it 6arned as far as the heavy SJ 
howitzer with 2 lbs. and 7\ A number are in progress of 
being cast, and 1 think it will become the howitzer of 
general use for field batteries. 

QUESTION. , 

7th. What is your opinion of the 9-pounders now in 
use with the British Artillery as field pieces? did you not 
find them too heavy, they weighing 13 cwt. and too long 
for quick spunging, being G feet long ? * 

ANSWER. 

7th. The 9-pounder ts a most efBcient gun, and I 
have no' doubt wiU always be tbe^ piece most used by us 
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on continental service. In the latter campaigns in 
Spain, mth the exception of the horse Artillery and one 
battery of long 6*pounderB,all the rest were 9-pounders ; 
and at Waterloo, both horse and foot Artillery, almost all 
had 9-pounder8. 

If any thing the 9-pounder is not long enough ; at 
present it is 17 calibers, and I think^there is metal c- 
nough to increase it to 19 calibers without adding to its 
weight, which would add to its precision of fire. 

The best field Artillery for an Army would I tiiink be, 
one half 9-pouii4ers, and one half 6-poundcis of about 
9 cwt. ; or one half 9-pouiiders, two sixths expounders, 
and a sixth !i-|*uunders heavy, to be employed with light 
Cavalry, and at advanced [:osts. 


QUESTION. 

8th. What is your opinion of the heavy 6-pounder? 
the field traiki employed in the Peninsular was, I believe, 
composed in puit of pieces of. this description. 


ANSWER. 

8th. It is an excellent shooting gun, hut it is longer 
than what is necessary. There was one battery of long 
6-pounders in the Peninsula during the whole war, ind 
it did good service, but it was not a favorite command ; 
it was not considered, manageable, or to manoeuvre well, 
though I alwTiys thought there was something of preju- 
dice in this ; at the same time it was true that there was 

3 or 4 cwt. of metal more than was necessary, lliis 
battery required as many horses as one of 9*pottnders. 

4 do not think it will Jbe called into the field again. 
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• QUESTiorr, 

9th. AVhat is your opinion of light 18-poiinrlers brn<*a 
as field pieces? A brigade, I perceive, was at WaterI;;o. 

4 

ANSWER, 

9tli There is no such piece in the* British service as 
, brass 1 8-pout:^lers. The guns you allude to yrere iron 
8 feet l8-priunders, of37cwt. Ther'iwereS batteries 
of these guns, of 4 each, in the Waterloo campaign, 
though not in the battle ; uiid a battery of 6 of tlie same 
18-pounders attended the xlrniy m all iU movements in 
the latter campaigns in the Peninsula; these piecea 
were intended against posts ;icc. but had no connection 
with the battering trains for seiges. The 1 8-pounder 
, field batteries were drawn by horses, and appointed the 
same as other field xVrtillery, 

QUESTION. 

10th. W!iaL is your opinion of the calibers in use 
with the Freacii, Austrian, ll^sian und Prussian field 
Artillery ; are not the Austrian and Prussian field how- 
itzers superior to our light inch, from being much 
longer and having more capacious chambers, and there- 
fore capable of giving a more true direction to the shells? 

ANSWER. •• • 

1 0th. This comprises such a mass of comparison that 
I will not enter into it at presept, but certainly all the 
howitzers of the Continental powers w^re preferable to 
our light inch howitzer; but that being irrevocably laid 
aside, the comparison is of no further use. But f think 
our new 24-pouiider hQwitzer will be found superior to 
any of them^ not even cxcepth^ the Uussian Licoroa., 

VoL. III. 
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QUESTION. ^ 

1 1th. What is your opinion of the Mountain 3-poun* 
der carriages, and their ammunition carriages, which 
were used when our Army was in the moflntainous parts 
of the Peninsula^ 


ANSWEU. 

• ^ 

llth. Those carried on backs of horses distress the 
animal extremely if employed in that way for any length 
of time. The French mode for mountain x\rtillery is 
better; the span is v^ry narrow, and the gun is always 
drawn in single draught; the shafts are of this shape 
and they can be detached in an instant 
from the trail, when tlie gun prepares for action. 

I 

QUESTION. 

r2th. What is your opinion of the iron carriage for 
carronades? 

* ANSWER. 

12th. I approve highly of iron carriages of all de- 
scriptions, particularly for warm climates ; I am satisfied 
they are equal to every effort they may be exposed to. 

' QUESTION. 

13th. WhaJ|^ is your opinion of Sir Howard Douglas’s 
Qun locks, with double flints? 

ANSWER. 

13th. They Vave not been adopted in the service, the 
spring of the lock not having been found sufficiently 
active with the additional weight. Common locks how- 
ever are in universal use, and Chey are recommended 
even for field pieces when not pressed by an enemy. 
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QUESTION. 

14th. What is your opinion of Sir Howard Douglas's 
proposed decrease of the windage of field pieces to * of 
an inch, and of battering guns to ^ of an inch ? 

ANSWER. 

« • 

14th. I think the decrease of windage, for both field 

pieces and heavy ordnance, perfectly admissible and ad- 
vantageous; it has been determined to be carried into ef- 
fect for field Artillery, but the alteration for heavy 
Artillery was laid aside in consequence of the Navy be- 
ing afraid of the consequences at sea. This was the 
opinion of the principal sea officers. Lord Keith, Lord 
Exmoutb, &c, in joint Committee with Artillery officers. 
‘ A. D. 
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Second communicalion on tie fortress of Allygurkm 
To the Editor of the Military Repository. 

MY DTAR SIR, 

After the dispatch, of my last letter to you, finding 
that there was little chance of iiiy being removed from 
Allygui'h, I sat about measuring the profile of the works 
throughout, and on discovering the height of I he crest 
of the glacis from die plane of scile to be 8 feet, I 
found that iny faussebraye in Sect. 4. (of the profiles en- 
closed in my last) would be much too low. I therefore 
proposed depressing the crest of the gluciis about S| 
feet which would require the whole rampart to be de- 
pressed in proportion. By Section 5, accoiupauying this 
letter, you will observe the rampart is lower than my 
original one, by 4 feet, which gives a command of 16^ 
feet over the crest df the glacis : the command gene- 
rally recommended by Vanban. The advantage of this 
will, 1 think, strike you; the fire plunges to the foot of 
the scafp, aft 1 a parapet on the revetement, loopholed, 
similar to that of a native fortification, would strike the 
ditch within 14 feet of that point, and guns mounted 
on the works would give a plunging fire very nearly on 
the foot of the'glacis. ^ 

A <few days before I left Allygurh the oiScer in charge 
of the papers belonging to the Engineer office, kindly 
allowed me to examine them, and see whether I could 
not find some profiles of the works in question. 1 was 
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«iicccssfuH and discovered the report of a select com* 
luittee of Engineer officers who assembled in 1822, after 
the commencement of the giving way of the revetement. 
Attached to this report were fourteen sections of the ma- 
sonry and rampart, four of which I se^d to you. It ap- 
pears that no regularity whatever exists in the dimen- 
.sions of the ramparts thi'oughout this fortress. ■ Sect. 1 
had at the foot of the revetement, large pieces of konkur 
laid in mud ! ! and the thickness decreased in the pro- 
portion of 1 to 2. .Sect. 2, is similarly shaped, but no 
konkur. Sects. 3 and 4 have a mean thickness of 11 feet. 
1 selected these 4 sections, as shewing the strongest and 
Weakest points. I also discovered amongst the papers, 
a proposed alteration by the committee, who recom- 
•mended a new revetement to be built altogether, some 
feet in advance of the old one, and lowering the glacis 
and rampart much in the same way as I propose; indeed 
the proposal is so obviously requisite, that I can hardly 
be accused of pirating, nor did I ever see these papers 
till the day before I left Allygyrh. 

I still abide by my first proposition, viz, merely to 
throw back the rampart, and not build a new revetement, 
although the old one is bulged considerably in places^f I 
conceive that the small mass of earth whicl^it would have 
to support, would be insufficient to cause any serious al- 
teration. This is, in an economical point t/ vieze ; other^ 
wise the alleratiou proposed by the committee would 
be in6nitely. superior : their proposal gives a parapet 
with a banquette on the faussebraye, lowering the glacis 
. cvea more than I have in my sfection. The berm also 
varies throughout the works at presects from to.6 
feet. • 
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The dimensions in the accompanying profiles differ 
in some immaterial points from that sent in my last let- 
ter. You will be able to compare them. 1 conclude of 
course that mine are wrong and the committee’s are 
right.* 


* The differences in the measurements are not of sufficient conse- 
quence to make separate plates necessary, fid. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

I 

Cwermnent Orders , — New Articles of War. 

Fori William, April 29, 1824. 

No. 122 of 1 824. — ^The Hi^lit Honourable the Gover- 
nor General in Council is pleased to publish the follow- 
ing Extract of a letter from the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, dated 29th October 1822, and received with 
An Act to Consolidate and Amend the Laws for Pu- 
'nishing Mutiny and Desertion of Officers and Soldiers 
in the Service of the East India Company, and to au- 
thorise Soldiers and Sailors in the East Indies to send 
and receive letters at a reduced rate of Postage, (IStli 
July 1823) Anno Quarto George IV Regis,” together 
with Rules and Articlesifor*the better Government of 
the Odicors and Soldiers in the Service of the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East- 
Indies, London, 1823.” * 

Extract — “ In conformity with your recommendation, 
the propriety of a Revision of the l^aws by which 
our European Forces had been hitherto governed way~ 
brought under the consideration of Parliament during 
its last Session.— The Act of fbe 4th Geo. 4. Cap. 18 
was passed in consequence; and His Majesty having ^ 
been pleased to make and sign Articles of War fqunded 
on its provisions, we transmit to you 150 Copies of the 
Act and Articles boun^ together, which you will cause 
to be properly distributed.” 
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Agreeably with the concluding Section of the Act 
which provides for the period at which its operation 
shall coninience, the Governor General in Council is 
pleased to notify, that, from and after the 1st day of 
June next, the new Act and Articles of War are to be 
considered in full force and operation, and to be duly 
adverted to by all Public authorities accordingly under 
this Presidency. 

Tile entire number of Copies mentioned in the Ex* 
tract of the Honourable Court’s letter not having been 
received as yet, a due distribution of them will be made 
CTi iVi^ir arrival ; in the mean time the following Extiact 
is publblied for general information; 

ISection XXL Article 1st. T^o OfBcer Non-Gommis- 
6?:'ned Officer or Soldier shall be adjudged to suifer 
anv {miiishment extending to lafe or Limb by virtue 
c' 'liese our Rules and Articles, within the Company’s 
pn^scasions, except for such Crimes as are herein ex- 
pressly declared to be so punishable williin the same. 

Art. 11. But all Crimes not Capital, and all Dis- 
orders and Tfeglects which Officers and Soldiers may be 
guilty of, to ilic prrjudice of good order and Military 
discipline, thougli not specified in the said Rules snd 
Articles, are to be taken Cognizance of by a General or 
Pegiincnt'al Ct9»ni't martial, according to the nature and 
uegree of the ofience, and to be punished at their 
discretion. 

Art. Ill, All Serjeants and Non-Com missioned Of- 
ficers, aisd Persons employed beyond their Regimental 
Duty, receiving any regular Pay in' respect of such Ser- 
vice, are to be subject to Orders according to the Rules 
and Di^ipliue of War. 
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Art. IV. Notwithstandinc: its bcinjr diror.tod in the 
Ninth Section of tlioso our Kule» and Aiticlcs, that 
every Commanding Officer shall deliviir up to the Civil 
Magistrate all Persons under his Comnrancf who shall 
be accused of any Crimes which are punishable by the 
known laws of the land, yet the G»:ncral Governor or 
other Officer liaviug power to appoint Courtsnnartial, is 
to appoint Courts martial as occasion may require, to be 
holden in any Foreign Country, or at any Place other 
than Prince of Wales' Island in the Territories under 
the Government of the said United Company, situated 
above One Hundred and Twenty Miles from the Presi- 
dencies of Fort William, Fort Saint George, and Bom- 
bay respectively, for the Trial of any Person under his 
Command accused of having committed Wilful Murder, 
Theft, Robbery, Rape, or any other Crime, which is 
Capital by the law j of England, or having u.'>cd Violence 
or Committed any Offence in any Foreign Country, or 
at any place other than Prince of Wares’ Island, in the 
Territories under tlie Govepniucnt of the* said United 
Company situated above One hundrv,d iJiid Twenty 
Miles from the said Presidrnoies rospcclivcly, and the 
Persons accused if found Guilty !“hail siifTor or . 

be liable to Tran-oportation for Life, o> for a Term of 
Years, or to such other Puuisliinciits, jiccorjLling to the 
nature and degree of their rcjs’petlive (fifeiiccs, as by4hc» 
Sentence of any such General Court martial shall be 
awarded; such Sentence ncfverUielcss to be in con- 
formity to the Common and Statue l^ws of England. 

Art. V. All these our Rules and Articles are to bd 
read and published once in every two JVlontfis, at the 
head of every Regiident, Troop, or Company, uiuslered 
or to be mustered in the Sendee, and are to be duly ob- 
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aervedi and exactly obeyed by all Officers and^Soldiers 
who are or sball be in the Service. 

Art. VI. And it is our further Will and pleasure. 

• t 

That whenever any of our Land Forces shall be sent 
into the East- Indies, they shall, whilst employed there, 
duly observe and obey the fotegoin^ Rules and Articles 
for the better Government of the Officers *and Soldiers 
in the Service of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the East-Indies, and be subject to 
the Pains and Penalties therein specified for Cnmes or 
Offences against the same. 
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ARTICLE VIII, 

> • 

New formation of the Indian Army. 

• • 

G. 0- G. G. Fort Wiliiam, May 6, 1824. 

No. 129 of 1824. — 1st, In obedience to Iifttructions 
received from the Honourable the Court of Directors, 
under date the 2oth November 1823, the Armies of the 
three Presidencies will be placed on the following Es- 
tablishment, as to Onicers, from the 1 at instant. All 
Promotions will be dated accordingly, and made in the 
usual mauticr, by Line Proiiiolious, to the rank of Co- 
lonel, Lieutenant Colonel CoiumnnJant or Lieutenant 
Colonel, and by Regimental Gradation in all inferior 
ranks. 

2d FMropean Infantry. Each ]ie<^ment. 

Bencral — 1 Regiment. 2 Coloneft. 

Madras — 1 Regiment* *2 Lieutenant Colonels. 
Bombay — 1 Regiment. 2 Majors. 

10 Captains. 

20 Lieutenants. • 

10 Ensigns.* 

3d Native Infantry, EaciyRegiment, 

(of 2 ll^talions) 

Bengal — 34 Regiments. 2 Colonels. 

Madras — 25 Regiments. 2 Lieutejiant Colonels. 
Bombay — 12 Regiments. 2* Majors. 

10 Captains. 

■ 20 Lieutenants. 

10 Ensigns. 
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4th Native Cavalry. Each Regiment (*8 Troops.} 
Bengal — 8 Regiments. 1 Colonel. 

Madras —-8 Regiments. 1 Lieutenant Coloael. 

Bombay — ^*3 Regiments. 1 Major. ' 

The Extra Majors ,to be 5 Captains, 

borne as Supernumerary 10. Lieutenants, 
till absorbed by Vacancies 5 Cornets. * 
in their respective Corps. 


5ih Artillery. 


Brigrades of 
Horse Artillery, 
Battalions of 

Foot Artillery, 
Bo. of Golun- 


^ A 
C 

0.2 

l.8.Sj 

S' 

^ S 
oQ 


& 7^ f\ 

®i2 o 


3 2 1 
5 3 2 

1 1 1 


Each Battalion for 
Brigade. 

1 Colonel. 

1 Lieutenant Colonel. 
1 Major. 

5 Captains. 

10 First Lieutenants. 

5 Second Ditto. 


the Rocket Troops and Native Horse Artillery to 
form component parts of the Horse Brigades autho 
rised. * . 

The Officers of Artillery* will. coiitinue to rise in one 
Corps as heretofore at each Presidency. 

t * in 

t gjg g .ii 

*6th Efigbieers Tii one Corps each S S 

* Preyidenn/. p pq 


N. B. The Aljijor and Colonels 2 2 2 

41ci|/tain in the Bengal Lieuteiiaii t Col. 2 2 2 

Engineers ^tra to this Majors 2 11 

Establishment, will be re-' Captains 10 10 10 

turned Supernumerary, till Ist Lieutenants. 20 16 16 

brought on the Effective 2d Lieutenants. 10 7 7 

List by Casualties. 


Total 4ti S8 38 
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the IndiaTt Armg^ 

1th Medicut Department 

Bengal — 100 Surgeons. 

200 Asst. Surgeons. 
Madras — 70 Surgeons. 

I -10 Asst. Surgeons. 
Bombay — 40 Surgeons. 

80 Asst. Surgeons, 

including all Ranks, whether Members of the Medical 
Board, Superintending Surgeons of Divisions, Civil 
Station Surgeons or Assistants, »s well as those who 
have given up promotion for penimneut Stations. 

8th. An Additional General Oflici'r on the Honourable 
Company’s Establilimont, is authorised for the Staft‘ of 
each Presidency, and the Generals of Artillery ami Bn- 
giiiuers are rendered eligible to the Stall', the Command 
of those Corps devolving to the Senior Colonels or 
Field Oilicer. 

9th. The Ilonourilde Court having entirely separated 
the Senior List of each Presidency from the ECieclive 
Strength of the Array, jio Casualties occuriug in it after 
the 1st May 1824, are to give promotion as heretofore. 

10th. The Regiments of Cayalry on the Bombay Es- 
tablishment are to be placed on the same Scalc^of Or- 
ganization in respect to Ofiicers and Jleu, as those on 
the Beno^al and JMadras Establishments; and, from .the 
date of carrying this Arragemeiit intft Etfect. the Fielil 
Officers of Cavalry at Bombay, who uo\^iiso in Line 
with the Infantry, are to be promoted in a Line amongst 
thcmselveB, os the other Presidencies, respectively. 

11th. No Half Mounting 'Stoppages ore to be made 
from any branch of the Native Armies from Uifc Receipt 
of Orders. Nurtber Regulations will be issued on 
the subject. 
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12th. So sooi^H^ Infantry Promotions a^e Effect* 
ed, the Several Regiments of European and Native 
Infantry will be divided into Uco Regiments by the 
final Sepat%ition of Battalions ; and the Officers posted 
alternately! i. e. all the odd or uneven numbers of each 
Rank to the forst, and the even numbers to the second 
Battalions., of their present Regiments; when the Se- 
veral Regiments on this new formation will be numbered 
in the order in which they were first raised and formed. 
Casualties anterior to the 1st of May to be filled up at 
each Presidency, if kno*wn on the date of promulgating 
the posting of Officers to Regiments of Single Battalions. 

13th. It is not intended that in carrying the present 
orders into Effect, Officers should be permanently re- 
moved from the particular Battalion in which they may 
long have served and wish to remain, provided that by 
an interchange between Officers standing the same num- 
ber of removes from promotion each could be retained 
in his particular Battalion, and both are willing to make 
the exchange, and shall p^fer an- application for that 
purpose within four months from the date at which the 
present arrangement shall take Effect, or within twelve 
montj^s where cither of the parties shall be absent on 
furlough. 

14. The Officers who by the above arrangement be- 
come Colonels oT Lieutenant Colonels Commandant of 
Regiments Battalions in each Branch of the Service, 
shall succeed according \o Seniority to a Half Share 
of Off-reckonings^ the two Seniors being admitted to 
this benefit on the occurrence of each vacancy among 
the present Colonels of Regiments: — But each Officer 
who stands first at the date assigned to this arrange- 
ment for succession to the benefits of the Off-reckouttg 
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Fund in each branch of the Service, and all who may 
succeed to Oft-rcckoning Shares within two ytars from 
the same date (1st May,) shall receive direct from the 
Treasury an i allowance equal to the difierentc between 
the amount of the Share actually enjoyed by him under 
the new plan and that which he would have been en« 
titled to under the existing System and fror^ such date 
only as he would have been entitled had that System 
continued. 

15th. Ilis Excellency the Commander in Chief will 
be pleased to give etfect to this ‘arrangement as early ai 
possible, as far as respects the Bengal Army \ and the 
Governments of Fort Saint George and Bombay are re- 
quested to issue the necessary orders to the Armies of 
those Presidencies respectively* 
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MISCELLANtlOUS INTELLIGeSCE. 

Change of Mnaket' BalU in Shrapnelfs shells, and the 
avtiuH of gunpowder upon Lead, 

In the Siith No. of the Annals of Philosophy (new 
series), ive observe under tlie head of Scientific Intelli- 
gence, notices of the above circumstances which wa 
extract, as intere!)ting of our readers, and we shall offer 
some remarks upon ti\e first. 

» 

Change <f musket balls in ShrapnelPs sheth, 

'*Mr. Faraday states, that Mr. Marsh of Woolwich, • 
{pve me some musket balls, which had been taken out of 
Shrapneirs shells. The shells hud laid in the bottoms of 
ships, and probably had sen water among them. When 
bullets are put in, the aperture is merely closed by a 
common cork. These ballet^ ^irere variously acted 
upon; some were affected only SUperficiulIV; others more 
deeply, and some were entirely changed. The sub- 
stam^ produced is hard and brittle, it splits on the ball, 
and presents aiA appearance like some hard varieties of 
eartlily hmmat^te ; its colour is brown, becoming, when 
hcLted, red ; it fuses, on platinum foil, into a yellow 
flaky substance, like litharge. Powdered and boiled in 
water, no muriatic acid or lead was found in solution. 

It dissolved in nitric acid without leaving any reciduum, 
and the solution gave 'very faint indications only of 
muriatic acid. It is a protoxide of lead, perhaps form- 
ed in some way, by the galvauic action of the iron 
shell and leaden ball, assisted, probably, by the sea wa- 
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ter. It would be very interesting to know the state of 
the shells, in which a change like this has taken place 
to any extent; it might have been expected, that as 
long as any Iron remained, the lead would 'lave been 
preserved in a metallic state/' (JusUt^ion Journal for 
October 1823.) 

•- Remark. Thh notice of this circumstance, induces us 
to surmise, that, probably, a part of the effect produced- 
on these leaden balls, may be ascribed to the action of 
the residue of inflamed gunpowder, these shells having 
been previously used. in practice, with merely blowing 
powder^ without bursting them. The corrosive effect of 
the residue of inflamed gunpowder upon metals is well 
known, and hence it becomes especially necessary, when 
* shells arc used in practice with blowing powder only, 
that the residue of the powder should he careruUy 
washed out, in magazines or laboratories, as soon after 
the shell has been used as possible ; and this cleansing 
of the shell internally, can only be perfdtted by making 
use of hot water and bran or "ashes. 

It has been customary to carry Shrapnell’s shells, 
loaded with their proper charge of bursting powder, 
when proceeding on service; and several instances Have 
come to our knowledge, in which, wlifen Shrapnel 
have been fired, though the fuze burnt jsell, the burst- 
ing charge has failed in its intended effect of burstm^’ 
the shell. This cannot have proceeded from the meal- 
ing of the powder by the actioh of the balls ; because 
we have tried the experiment of bui«ting both 6 and 
12-ponnder Shrapnell’s with a charge of meal powder only^ 
i an ounce in quantity less than the usual proportion of 
the bursting charge, ahd the shells were invariably burst 
Sttt we easily account for* the failure if. the. shell 

VoL, 111. M 
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had been loaded without freeing it from the impuritiea of 
former practice, aa the action of such impurity upon the 
powder of the bursting charge, would effectually weaken 
the force of it; especially if the weather when the shells 
were loaded was moist, as in the cold and rainy seasons. 
The cleansing of shells from the residue of inflamed 
powder by washing them after practice, ought to be 
strictly attended to. Ed. 

Jction of Gunpowder on Lead. 

Mr. Paraday says, that Mr. Marsh gave me also 
some balls from cartridges, about fifteen years old, and 
which had probably been in a damp magazine. They 
were covered with white warty excrescences, rising much 
above the surface of the bullet, and which, when re«* 
moved, were found to have stood in small pits, formed 
beneath them. These excrescences consist of carbonate 
of lead, and readily dissolve with efiervescence in weak 
nitric acid, leavibg the bulletin the corroded state which 
their formation has produced. , It is evident there must 
have been a mutual action among the elements of the 
gunpowder itself, at the same time that it acted on the 
• lead^ and it would have been interesting, had the op* 
,portunity occurred, to have examined what change the 
powder had sneered”. (Ibiu.) 

C.fcl 

New mode of manufacturing Saltpetre. 

Mr. Baffi, a skilful chdmist, born at Pergola, has re* 
ceived from the Vice-roy of Egypt, a present of 100,000 
crown^, and the title of Bey, for having discovered a 
mode of manufacturing Saltpetre, without the aid of 
fire, but by the heat of the sun’s fhys only. Before this 
discovery, each 100. lbs; of Saltpetre cost the vice-roy 
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ten crowns^ but by the new processj the expense of 100 
lbs. is reduced to one crown. 

The manufactory established by Mr. Baffi at Mem- 
phis, has furhished, during the last year, to the Egyptian 
army 3,580,000 pounds of saltpetre. The Egyptian 
pound is equal to the English. Extracted and trans^ 
laiedfrom LeMusce des P^arietes LiCieraires, No. 1, 1822. 

We are of opinion that a similar process might be 
advantageously introduced into our manufactories here, 
the heat and evaporation during the dry months being 
fully adequate to effect all tliat is required in the ex- 
traction of the salts from the Saltpetre earths. Experi- 
ment must, however, be made to ascertain if the perfect^ 
refinement of this article by the sun's rays alone can 
be accompl itched in India; but of the result we feel 
sanguine. Ed. 

The Cutting of steel by soft iron. 

Mr. Barnes of Cornwall, Connecticut*, has ascertained 
a singular property of ^oft 4roii in cutting hard steel. 
He had fixed a circular plate of soft sheet iron upon an 
axis, aud putting it into a lat^je, gave it a very rapid 
rotatory motion, applying, at the same time, a file*to it« 
to make it perfectly round and smooth.* The file, how- 
ever, was cut in two by the plate, the fatten remained 
untouched; and it was found not to have been nmch 
warmed in the operation, though a band of intense fire 
surrounded it whilst in action.* 

A saw made of a very hard plate, Mfhich required al- ^ 
tering, was cut through longitu finally in a few mjnutes; 
and afterwards teeth were cut in it by the same means. 
Had the file been usfed to produce the same effect, it 
would have required a long aud tedious opeiation. 
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Rock' crystal applied to the plate cut it readSy. 

Mr. Perkins of Fleet Street, has rerified this le- 
markable and useful observation. A piece of a large 
hard file vras cut by him into deep notches at the end, 
where also, from the heat produced by friction, it had 
been softened and thrown out like a burr. On another 
part of thd file, where the plate had been applied against 
its fl:it face, the teeth were removed, without any sen- 
sible elevation of the temperature of the metal. The 
plate, which had previously been made true, was not re- 
duced either in size or weight during the experiment, 
but it had, according to Mr. Perkins, acquired an en- 
ceeding hard surface at the cutting part. iiilliman*s 
Jottn VI, 336'. 

The account of this experiment is not only interesting, ' 
but the hint may perhaps prove useful in some of our 
Indian Magazines. Ed. 

InfiammaXion . of gunpowder hy slnhing litnt* 

In consequence of the ^plication of quick lime to the 
desiccation of various substances, the Comitt consultatif 
de la direction des Poudres et Snfpetres, made some trials 
*of the temperature produced by slaking lime. They 
found that it frequently rose so high as to inflame gun- 
powder thrown upon it ; and that even when enclosed in 
a glass tube, and the tube put in amongst the lime, the 
heat was sufficient to fire the gunpowder. Hence quick 
lime would be a dangerous desiccator in a powder 
house. Antialarde Chine, XXIII. 217. 

Native carbonate of Soda in India. 

Captmn John Stewart being, in the coarse of military 
operations, encamped on the banks of tbeChambol, 
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near the village at Peeplouda, just where the Chaumlee 
and Chumbul join, had occasion to observe the pro- 
duction of this alkali, in considerable quantities, in the 
bed of the river. “ It being the dry season there was 
scarcely any stream, but a number *of pools, and walk- 
ing amongst them, I observed the ground for a con- 
siderable space appeared beautifully white ; 6n examin- 
ing it closely, I found it covered with a fine pure saline 
efHurcsccucc, in general about two or three tenths of au' 
inch ill depth, covering a soft,^wet, and slippery mud; 
the taste and appearance of this salt induced me to con- 
clude that it was carbonate of soda, which I found to be 
the case on taking some of it to my tent.” Before 
Captain Stewart could ascertain the extent of the bed, 
an order came for removal, but he believes there arc 
numberless places in the bed of the river, besides the 
one he discovered, and thinks they might be easily and 
profitably worked in the dry season. Jiombay Trans, 
iii.r/j. 

Can any of our readers ^ve us any further informa- 
tion on this head ! Ed. 
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NOTICE. 


The Editor of the Military Repository,. 
ihrot^h thaf kind patronage of the .Governor General of 
Lidia, has been appointed to a situation at a considerable 
distance from the Presidency. 

It teill therefore, he fears, beout of his potcer to con- 
tinue a publication which has been so kindly supported: 
but if matters can be so arranged he will endeavour to 
ooutinue the same, so as to publish a seventh number on 
the 1*/ <f July 1825. 

In the mean time, he earnestly solicits the communica- 
tion of military matter, which, if the publication is con- 
turned, mill be grot fully acknowledgid. 

All communications intended for the Repository to be 
addressed to Captain Par lb y, Allahabad. 

The Editor of the ReposiKtry trusts th it those Subscri- 
bers who hare not received or paid for the former N.is. of 
the walk, mill adlust their accounts with Mr, Umith of 
ihe Ifdrkaru Library, CuicuHu. 

.hiid he begs tSat all subscribers mho wish to discontinue 
their names,' mill vform Mr. Emilh of the same. 

Dum Diwi) JwM 1824. 
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